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​Introduction
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Welcome to this book designed to help you improve your legal English vocabulary. My goal is to help you expand your legal English and to be able to speak and write more fluently. Improve your confidence when studying at an English-speaking college or talking to colleagues from other countries. 

Let's face it, legal English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find 200 of the most common legal words that start with G to M.

To get the most value from this book, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Use each word in real life as soon as possible. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English.

−  Do the practice sections. Try not to cheat and look at the answers too much!

−  Consider studying with a friend to help each other stay motivated. 


Good luck and I wish you well on your journey to become more proficient with legal English. 
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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to mostly university students. I've taught every class under the sun! These days, I'm living and teaching on Vancouver Island, Canada.

I hold a Masters degree and I've completed the CELTA and DELTA teacher certification programs. You can find me here:

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Instagram: www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

ESL Speaking: www.eslspeaking.org

You might also be interested in these books: Advanced English Conversation Dialogues and The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use. Both of them are by Jackie Bolen. You can find them wherever you like to buy books. They have hundreds of helpful English phrases and expressions that can be used in a wide variety of situations.
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​Words 1-10
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Garnishment

Noun: A legal process by which a portion of a person’s earnings or assets is withheld by an employer or financial institution to pay off a debt, often by court order.

Example sentence: The court issued a garnishment order against his wages to recover unpaid child support.

More examples:

Garnishment can be used to collect unpaid taxes or defaulted student loans.

The employee was surprised to see a garnishment deduction on her paycheck.

Heirs and assigns

Noun: A legal phrase referring to the individuals (heirs) who inherit property from a deceased person, and to any other parties (assigns) who may legally receive the rights or interests, such as through a will or contract.
Example sentence: The property shall remain with the grantee and their heirs and assigns forever.
More examples:
	The clause ensured that the land would pass to the buyer’s heirs and assigns without further legal action.

	This agreement binds not only the parties but also their respective heirs and assigns.


General jurisdiction

Noun: The authority of a court to hear and decide a wide range of cases, both civil and criminal, regardless of the subject matter.
Example sentence: The state trial court has general jurisdiction over all legal disputes that are not assigned to a specialized court.
More examples:
	Courts with general jurisdiction can hear cases involving contracts, property, and personal injury.

	Unlike courts of limited jurisdiction, general jurisdiction courts are not restricted to specific types of cases.


Honorarium

Noun: A payment given to someone for professional services rendered voluntarily or without a set fee, often in academic, legal, or ceremonial contexts.
Example sentence: The guest speaker received an honorarium for delivering the keynote address at the legal conference.
More examples:
	The law professor accepted a small honorarium for consulting on the case.

	An honorarium is not considered a salary but may still be subject to taxation.


Guarantee

Noun: A formal promise or assurance, often written, that certain conditions will be fulfilled, such as the performance of a contract or the payment of a debt.
Example sentence: The company provided a written guarantee that the product would meet quality standards.
Verb: To promise or assure the fulfillment of certain conditions, especially in legal or financial contexts.
Example sentence: The contractor guaranteed that the work would be completed within 30 days.
More examples:
	The lender required a personal guarantee from the business owner.


	The agreement guarantees compensation in the event of a breach.


Habeas corpus

Noun: A legal principle that protects individuals from unlawful detention by allowing them to challenge the legality of their imprisonment in court.
Example sentence: The prisoner filed a habeas corpus petition to contest the lawfulness of his detention.
More examples:
	Habeas corpus is a fundamental safeguard against arbitrary imprisonment.

	The judge granted the habeas corpus request, ordering the government to justify the detention.


Governing law

Noun: A clause in a legal contract that specifies which jurisdiction’s laws will be used to interpret and enforce the agreement.
Example sentence: The contract included a governing law clause stating that disputes would be resolved under California law.
More examples:
	Parties from different countries often negotiate the governing law to ensure fairness.

	Without a governing law clause, courts may have to determine which jurisdiction applies based on other factors.


Hearsay

Noun: A statement made outside of court that is presented as evidence during a trial to prove the truth of the matter asserted, generally inadmissible unless it falls under an exception.
Example sentence: The judge ruled the testimony inadmissible because it was based on hearsay.
More examples:
	Hearsay is typically excluded because the original speaker cannot be cross-examined.

	Some exceptions to the hearsay rule include statements made under oath or during an emergency.


Good faith

Noun: An honest intention to act without taking unfair advantage, showing sincerity and fairness in legal agreements or negotiations.
Example sentence: Both parties entered into the contract in good faith, expecting each to fulfill their obligations.
More examples:
	Good faith negotiations are essential to resolving disputes outside of court.

	A lack of good faith can lead to the invalidation of a contract.


Hearing

Noun: A legal proceeding before a judge or tribunal where evidence and arguments are presented to make a decision on a specific issue.
Example sentence: The court scheduled a hearing to review the motions filed by both parties.
More examples:
	During the hearing, witnesses were called to testify.

	The judge postponed the hearing to allow more time for evidence gathering.
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Practice

Fill in the blank with the correct word from the list below:
garnishment, heirs and assigns, general jurisdiction, honorarium, guarantee, habeas corpus, governing law, hearsay, good faith, hearing
	The employee's wages were reduced due to a court-ordered __________ to repay student loan debt.

	The defense attorney objected to the witness’s statement, arguing that it was inadmissible __________.

	The will specified that the property would pass to the __________.

	The contract was signed in __________, with both parties intending to fulfill their duties fairly.

	The court has __________, meaning it can hear both civil and criminal cases.

	The guest lecturer received a small __________ for their presentation at the legal symposium.

	A clause in the contract specifies that New York law will serve as the __________ in any disputes.

	The detained individual filed a __________ petition to challenge the legality of their imprisonment.

	The contractor gave a written __________ that the project would be completed by the deadline.

	The judge scheduled a __________ to determine whether the new evidence could be admitted.


Answers:

	garnishment

	hearsay

	heirs and assigns

	good faith

	general jurisdiction

	honorarium

	governing law

	habeas corpus

	guarantee

	hearing
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​Words 11-20
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Grand jury

Noun: A group of citizens convened to review evidence presented by prosecutors and determine whether there is enough cause to charge someone with a crime.
Example sentence: The grand jury decided to indict the suspect after reviewing the evidence.
More examples:
	Grand jury proceedings are usually conducted in secret.

	The grand jury can issue subpoenas to compel witnesses to testify.


Harassment

Noun: Unwanted behavior or conduct that offends, threatens, or humiliates a person, often repeated and creating a hostile environment.
Example sentence: The employee filed a complaint after experiencing harassment from a coworker.
More examples:
	Workplace harassment can lead to legal action and penalties.

	Laws prohibit harassment based on race, gender, religion, and other protected characteristics.
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Guilt

Noun: The state of having committed a crime or wrongdoing, as determined by a court or admission.
Example sentence: The jury found the defendant’s guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.
More examples:
	Guilt must be proven before a conviction can be made.

	The defendant showed no signs of guilt during the trial.


House arrest

Noun: A legal punishment or pretrial measure requiring a person to remain confined at their home instead of in jail, often monitored by electronic devices.
Example sentence: The judge ordered house arrest for the defendant while awaiting trial.
More examples:
	House arrest allows the accused to maintain some freedom while ensuring they do not flee.

	Violating the terms of house arrest can result in stricter penalties or jail time.
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Grievance

Noun: A formal complaint raised by an employee or party about unfair treatment, violations of rights, or workplace issues.
Example sentence: The worker filed a grievance against the company for wrongful termination.
More examples:
	The union helped members submit grievances to management.

	A grievance procedure is often outlined in employment contracts or policies.


Hostile

Adjective: Showing opposition, unfriendliness, or aggression, often creating a difficult or unsafe environment, especially in legal or workplace contexts.
Example sentence: The employee claimed a hostile work environment due to constant harassment.
More examples:
	Hostile witnesses may refuse to cooperate during a trial.

	The landlord was accused of hostile behavior towards the tenants during the dispute.
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General

Adjective: Broad or common in scope; not limited to a specific area or subject. In legal contexts, it often refers to rights, jurisdiction, or terms that apply widely rather than specifically.
Example sentence: The court has general jurisdiction to hear a wide range of cases.
More examples:
	The contract contains general provisions applicable to all parties.

	General damages compensate for non-specific harm like pain and suffering.


Hung jury

Noun: A jury that cannot reach a unanimous or required majority decision after thorough deliberation, resulting in a mistrial.
Example sentence: The judge declared a mistrial after the jury was hung and unable to agree on a verdict.
More examples:
	A hung jury often leads to a retrial of the case.

	Jurors in a hung jury may be dismissed or asked to reconsider their positions.
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Grounds

Noun: The legal reasons or basis for taking a particular action, such as filing a lawsuit, an appeal, or a complaint.
Example sentence: The plaintiff filed the case on the grounds of breach of contract.
More examples:
	There were no sufficient grounds to support the eviction notice.

	The lawyer argued that the evidence was inadequate to establish grounds for prosecution.


Holding

Noun: The legal principle or rule established by a court’s decision in a case, which serves as precedent for future cases.
Example sentence: The court’s holding clarified the application of the contract law in this situation.
More examples:
	The judge’s holding was cited in several later cases as authoritative.

	A holding differs from dicta, which are comments not essential to the decision.
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Practice 

Fill in the blank with the correct word from the list below:
grand jury, harassment, guilt, house arrest, grievance, hostile, general, hung jury, grounds, holding
	The defendant remained under __________ while awaiting the outcome of the trial.

	The employee submitted a formal __________ regarding unfair treatment by their supervisor.

	The witness became __________ on the stand, refusing to answer several questions directly.

	The appellate court’s __________ in this case will influence future contract disputes.

	The __________ failed to reach a unanimous verdict, resulting in a mistrial.

	They argued that there were legal __________ for filing the lawsuit.

	The jury deliberated for two days before finally determining the defendant’s __________.

	A __________ was convened to decide whether there was enough evidence to indict the suspect.

	Laws protecting workers from __________ are designed to create a safe and respectful workplace.

	The court has __________ authority to hear both civil and criminal cases in the district.


Answers:

	house arrest

	grievance

	hostile

	holding

	hung jury

	grounds

	guilt

	grand jury

	harassment

	general
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​Words 21-30
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Guise

Noun: An external appearance or manner intended to conceal the true nature of something, often used to describe a false or deceptive appearance in legal contexts.
Example sentence: The defendant acted under the guise of a legitimate business to hide illegal activities.
More examples:
	The contract was signed under the guise of fairness but contained hidden clauses.

	He approached the victim in the guise of a helpful stranger.


Habitual offender

Noun: A person who has been convicted of multiple crimes repeatedly over time, often subject to stricter penalties under the law.
Example sentence: The court imposed a harsher sentence because the defendant was a habitual offender.
More examples:
	Laws in some jurisdictions provide mandatory minimum sentences for habitual offenders.

	The habitual offender designation aims to deter repeat criminal behavior.


Grant

Noun: A legal document or official permission that gives rights, property, or authority to a person or organization.
Example sentence: The government issued a land grant to the settlers.
Verb: To give or bestow something legally or formally, such as rights, property, or permission.
Example sentence: The court granted the plaintiff’s request for an injunction.
More examples:
	The university received a research grant from a federal agency.

	The judge granted custody of the child to the mother.


Human rights

Noun: Fundamental rights and freedoms that belong to every person, regardless of nationality, ethnicity, or status, often protected by law and international agreements.
Example sentence: The organization works to promote and protect human rights worldwide.
More examples:
	Human rights include the right to free speech, equality, and fair trial.

	Violations of human rights can lead to international sanctions or legal action.
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Government

Noun: The organization or system through which a country, state, or community is governed and authority is exercised, including making and enforcing laws.
Example sentence: The government passed new legislation to improve public safety.
More examples:
	Local governments are responsible for providing municipal services.

	The government has the power to regulate commerce and collect taxes.


Hurt

Verb: To cause physical pain or injury to someone or something, or to cause emotional pain or distress.
Example sentence: The defendant claimed that the accident hurt him badly.
	The victim was hurt during the altercation outside the courthouse.

	Words can sometimes hurt more than physical injuries.



	Guardianship can involve managing the ward’s financial affairs and personal well-being.

	Legal guardianship is often used when a person is unable to care for themselves due to disability or age.



	Criminal homicide includes offenses like murder and manslaughter.

	The investigation aimed to determine whether the homicide was intentional or accidental.
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	Legal guidelines help judges apply the law fairly in similar cases.

	The company developed guidelines to prevent workplace discrimination.



	The court recognized the heir’s claim to the deceased’s assets.

	An heir may contest a will if they believe they were unfairly excluded.
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	The youngest daughter was the sole __________ to the estate.

	The defendant posed as a police officer under the __________ of conducting an investigation.

	The suspect was charged with __________ after the victim was found dead at the scene.

	The attorney argued that denying legal representation violated the client’s basic __________.

	The judge issued a __________ allowing the organization to operate on protected land.

	The child was placed under the legal __________ of her grandparents after the tragic accident.

	The city __________ approved new zoning laws to control urban development.

	He was labeled a __________ due to his repeated criminal convictions over the past decade.

	The lawyer followed the court’s __________ when filing the appeal to ensure proper procedure.

	The plaintiff claimed she was emotionally __________ by the defamatory remarks.



	heir

	guise

	homicide

	human rights

	grant

	guardianship

	government

	habitual offender

	guideline

	hurt
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