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This book is dedicated to Lizzie Mai
McKnight, my “Nanny". She moved to a better place, but not before
giving us lessons on life. Without her love, strength, kindness and
ability to take trash and turn it into a treasure being embedded
in me, there would be no books written by me today. The life
lessons she taught gave me the courage to face the impossible.
Nanny encouraged me by the deeds she did. So, today I too can start
Looking Beyond What I See for I know she would be proud.

Nanny will forever be truly missed and truly
loved.
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Chapter One

Who Did You Listen to?
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Have you ever been told that you were a
nobody–stupid, crazy, and lazy–or that you wouldn’t amount to
anything? Who told you that? Was it your parents, teachers, friends
or your enemies? If you continued to hear negative words about
yourself from others, I’m sure you started to believe there was
some truth to those words. Not so.

Remember that man looks to the world and its
contents to describe himself. Or, better yet, man is usually
described by others, based on his actions. When I say man, I’m
generally speaking, so this is for male and female. Take a look at
your own life. No matter what others saw or see in you, it doesn’t
mean that’s who you have to be.

Don’t let the negative accusations make you
lose sight of where you’re going in life. Continue to dream big,
think big, and speak big on your life and dreams. At one point, you
dreamed of doing great things with your life, right? When you were
younger and didn’t have to pay any bills–or make sure this was paid
or that was paid–you had food to eat.

As youngsters, all we did was sit around and
say what we wanted to be when we grew up. Normally it was something
of high value. I never heard anybody say that they wanted to be a
thief, drug addict, alcoholic or anything negative. We had high
hopes.

You see, as kids, we were not halted by the
negative. Even if you lived everyday in poverty, you looked beyond
poverty and focused on becoming a doctor or lawyer–anything
positive that would get you and your family to higher heights. This
shows us that kids really have their focus on the right things. If
only we held onto our childhood beliefs, maybe we would have kept
the courage to face things not seen–which God calls faith.

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen. (Hebrews 11:1)

Just as we got older, our dreams vanished.
Most of us took our eyes off of our dreams and started focusing on
our freedom. Especially after high school, you felt free and grown.
You finally reached the point in your life where you could now make
your own decisions, without listening to others.

Sometimes, the decisions we make are not
always the best ones, if we make the wrong decision, we must pay
the consequences. Even when we make the wrong decision in life, it
doesn’t mean that we are to give up and quit. It means that we took
the wrong path and we should recognize the mistake and start
traveling down the path of righteousness.

It’s easy to get caught up in the worldly
games of life. Looking out seeing other people make it in life
should give you hope. And, for some it does. However, for others,
it brings on jealousy, anger, doubt, unbelief, and all kinds of
evil thoughts. Remember, this one thing:

For there is no respect of persons with God. (Romans
2:11)

What He does for me, He will do for you. He
loves all of His children. Some people make the decision to wait on
pursuing their dream and some keep focused as they work toward
their goal. If you took your eye off your dream, I advise you to
refocus and get back in the game. You haven’t crossed the finish
line yet. There is still time to get back in the race; you can make
it. It’s not too late to try.

Yea, people will talk about you. But, by now,
you should know that regardless of what you are doing, people will
talk–good or bad. Don’t look to the world to define who you are or
to find out what you are capable of doing. Look to God, our
Heavenly Father. Know for yourself who you are in Christ Jesus and
keep focused.

Your dreams don’t have to die if you work
hard to keep them alive through faith and actions. So what if you
try and fail. Don’t give up… Get up and try again. Sometimes,
things not going according to plan can discourage you. Everything
is not always going to be the way we want it to be. God doesn’t
always give us what we want. Sometimes, we ask for things and His
answer is no. God knows us better than we know ourselves and He
supplies our every need. God also gives us some of the things we
want. He knows how and when to say yes and no.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not
to your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he
shall direct your paths. (Proverbs 3:5,6)

You only lose when you stay down and refuse
to get up and get back in the race. There will be hindrances that
will try to keep you from fulfilling your dreams. However, don’t
quit; keep pressing on, because without the test in our lives there
would be no testimonies. If you are listening to man for life’s
direction and not God’s word, I serve notice on you that you are
focused on the wrong source of supply. Whenever you find that the
enemy won’t leave you alone, remember, “GOD is working on your
behalf.” Keep your eye focused on him, because, the devil comes to
steal, kill and destroy. Let’s analyze that for a moment: “The
devil comes to kill, steal and destroy.”

Kill

Yes, the devil wants to take you out.
Especially if you’re a child of God. It’s like this: He doesn’t
want you, and don’t want God to have you! He knows that you are
powerful with Christ Jesus living inside of you. But, without
Jesus, you can’t do anything but fail. Know who you are and Whose
you are.

Steal

The devil is the father of all thieves, the
master of stolen goods. He steals in the daylight or the
nightlight; it doesn’t matter to him. What does he steal you ask?
Your blessings, your peace, your joy, your finances, your family,
your husbands, your wives, your children, your mind, your will,
your jobs, your houses, your land, your friends, your cars, your
churches, your pastors, your members, your teachers, your students,
and most of all, he wants to steal God’s word out of your mouth.
It’s sad to say but sometimes he accomplishes that too. Whatever he
can get his grimy, slick, poison, rotten, evil, bossy, hate-filled
hands on, he and his troop of demons will try to steal from
you.

Destroy

Yes, the devil wants to destroy us anyway he
can. How? Well let me see if I can break this down to where we all
get a clear picture: He uses all kinds of gadgets like sickness and
disease, poverty, lustful hearts, adultery, idolatry, selfishness,
hypocrisy, backstabbing. Believe me, there is much more than what I
have named. But, the devil knows how much of God’s word is hidden
inside of our bosom. He also knows if you know how or will use it
to set him straight.

You see, the enemy is so “stupid but smart.”
Why do I say that? Let me explain. Say you are the Christian that
reads the word of God. However, not only do you read it, but also
you understand it and apply it to your life. Along comes the stupid
demons dragging hump back sickness and shriveled up poverty. Their
sick minds are made up that they will shackle you down with
these.

The enemy knows that you have the word of God
in you to speak over your life and the POWER of God’s word will
knock these demons back to the pit of hell where they belong. But
to know the word and to apply the word is two different things.
They march right up to you and take a grip onto your body. You
immediately began to speak the word of God over your life.

Instantaneously, the enemies let go of you.
Why? Because God’s word declares that at the name of Jesus every
knee must bow and that demons tremble at the name of Jesus.
Whenever, the word goes forth, God moves, through the spirit, at
His word. The Bible tells us this:

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent
it. (Isaiah 55:11)

You must believe the word of God for it is
POWER. The word also tells us:

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. (James 4:7)

Believe it, and use
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