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[image: Mole balances on a ladder, wearing an apron and holding a paintbrush towards the ceiling. A paint bucket rests beside him on the ladder.]

Spring was moving in the air above and in the earth below and around him, penetrating even his dark and lowly little house with its spirit of divine discontent and longing.

SPRING IS NATURE'S WAY OF TELLING US THAT HOPE IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER.





[image: A black silhouette of a bird in flight with its wings extended.]

The carol of happy birds fell on his dulled hearing
almost like a shout.




BIRD SONG IS A LULLABY THAT CAN SOOTHE THE MOST TROUBLED SOUL.

[image: Mole skips along lush green grass near a tree with budding leaves.]




[image: Mole stands by the riverbank, looking at the water, surrounded by tall reeds and green grass.]

After all, the best part of a holiday
is perhaps not so much to be resting yourself, as to see all the other fellows busy working.





IT'S OKAY TO TAKE A MOMENT TO STEP BACK, JUST SO THAT YOU CAN MOVE FORWARD AGAIN.

[image: Tall reeds growing by a sparkling riverbank, reflecting vibrant shades of green and blue.]




[image: Two dragonflies with delicate, transparent wings are flying against a white background.]



    The river still

    chattered on to him,

    a babbling procession

    of the best stories

    in the world,

    sent from the heart

    of the earth

    to be told at last to

    the insatiable sea.



[image: A watercolour illustration of green grass and shrubs, with black ink lines suggesting movement and texture.]
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