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      Dear Reader;

      Once again, it’s time to update this little guide to my books. The last update was in September 2022. I’m writing this in August 2026, so this is the 2026 edition.

      This book is a guide to my books—all of them! The first section features my historical romances published under the pseudonym Claire Delacroix. The second part is about my contemporary romances and paranormal romances published under my own name, Deborah Cooke.

      Several things have changed since my last update so let’s talk about them first.

      A big change that I have an online store again and a new publisher name. My publishing company is Hazel & Honeysuckle Press, and you can find the store, right here. You can buy print books, ebooks and audiobooks there, as well as some special editions unavailable at retailers and the remainder of my backlist print copies. I also put my new releases in the store for earlier delivery. eBooks and audiobooks from the store are delivered by BookFunnel.

      
        
        Visit Hazel & Honeysuckle Press

      

      

      The second change is that I’m no longer doing asset-less pre-orders. The past few years have been a bit tumultuous personally (things have finally settled down!) and I’ve had to cancel pre-orders recently because the books weren’t done in time. Amazon doesn’t allow pre-orders to be delayed more than thirty days. As of this year, I am only creating a pre-order when the book is completed: once the book is done and being proofread, I set up the pre-order for four to six weeks in future. That allows time for the links to populate, even for the print edition, and is altogether less stressful for me. It also means that I can offer the ebook and print book in advance in my online store.

      Third, I had to change my distribution to Apple. Instead of publishing directly to Apple, I now use an aggregator to get my books there. Apple doesn’t link various editions of a book together, so this meant that all of my books lost all their reviews at Apple. (Gah.) If you feel inclined to leave a review there, I would really appreciate it. It also means that the book file you get at Apple of this guide is a generic one, with book links back to my website, not to the books in the Apple store.

      My current fix – since I can’t change how the Apple store works – is to offer this guide from my online store specifically with Apple links. There’s another version of it labelled Generic with links to my website. On my website are links to the guide at the retail portals - the ones at GooglePlay, Amazon, KOBO and Nook each have book links for that retailer.

      
        
        2026 Reader Guide Apple version

      

        

      
        2026 Reader Guide Generic version

      

        

      
        Reader Guide on my website with retailer links

      

      

      I have been repackaging books in the last couple of years, commissioning new covers and often launching the new editions through campaigns at Kickstarter with character art and other goodies. Kickstarter is intense but fun as well. I love the connections with readers there. As books are updated, the new editions tend to be available first in my online store, then become available at retailers. At this point, I’m making the older versions exclusive to my online store, so if you need titles with specific covers to complete your collection, you can find them there. If you enjoy Kickstarter campaigns, you can follow me there to be notified when I launch a new campaign. I also have a newsletter for Kickstarter Insiders with behind-the-scenes info, and I post videos on YouTube of the new editions when they arrive here.

      
        
        Follow me at Kickstarter

      

        

      
        Follow my YouTube channel

      

        

      
        Sign up for my Kickstarter Insider newsletter

      

      

      One final huge change since the last revision of this guide is the growing prevalence of A.I. based tools. That is influencing how I do business. I don’t use artificial intelligence tools when writing my books, plotting my books, or composing my cover copy. Not only has my work been stolen to train those engines, but I like writing. I like the process of creating a book, of navigating surprises and discovering each character’s emotional journey. I love when I write myself into a corner and have to find a plausible resolution. I love when characters come alive and steal the plot, taking it where they want to go and I have to scramble to catch up. I don’t want a shortcut or a cheatsheet and I certainly don’t want the easiest or most predictable answer. My process isn’t efficient and no two of my books are the same, but it’s how I write and it’s what I do best. Writing is what makes me who I am.

      In terms of my publishing business, I actively seek out cover artists who do not use A.I. either. Many of the cover artists I’ve worked with for years have embraced A.I. tools, particularly in historical romance. While I see the appeal of generating a “unique” image without actually paying an artist to paint one (as in the old days), I’m not interested in supporting that business model. I suspect I will have more image-based covers in future.

      The no-A.-I. slope is becoming slippery for visual artists as graphics software companies are using artificial intelligence in their code, so the artist can end up using A.I. just by choosing a tool, like Background Removal. The same is happening with word processing software. Spellcheckers and grammar checkers are becoming more reliant upon A.I. - which interestingly doesn’t always mean they’re right.

      The theft of content to feed the engines hasn’t stopped either. The Anthropic settlement didn’t turn out to be an admission of wrongdoing or a vow to change practices. It was just a cost of doing business. Now, print books are being purchased and scanned by A.I. companies. Their engines have an insatiable hunger for creative work.

      I think this hints at a grim future for creators, not only that our work can be stolen without repercussions, but that the A.I. engines are designed to eliminate our ability to earn a living with our skills.

      In this climate, I am not certain how long I will continue to publish my books. I will keep writing them, because storytelling is what I do. But as the artificial intelligence proliferates and every bit of software wants the user to be online so it can snitch and share, I may shop for a typewriter. What happens then remains to be seen.

      For the moment, I’ll carry on. I have series to complete and books in the works for publication.

      Let’s talk about the projects currently on my desk.
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      I often switch between projects as I work. When I reach a point in the story – often when I write myself into a corner – and have to think about it, I will work on a different story for a while, letting the first one and its issues simmer in the background. This system works very well for me creatively – better than deadlines! – but makes scheduling a little tougher. The good news is that since changing my pre-order strategy, I’m starting to build a little buffer of time into my schedule. Once that grows a little more, my upcoming releases will be more predictable.

      Right now, I have the following projects on my desk. It will take me more than a year to write them all – this looks like a two-year list to me – and I can’t predict the order of completion at this point. Most of these books already have covers.

      

      
        
        For Claire Delacroix:

      

      

      • A Daughter’s Disguise – this is the seventh story in my Regency romance series, The Ladies’ Essential Guide to the Art of Seduction. It’s a Christmas story of disguises and mistaken identities, and features Ophelia Pearl, the actress who played the role of Esmeralda’s maid when Esmeralda was Mrs. Oliver. I’m expecting this to be a novella, but my planned novellas have a way of growing into books.

      • One Knight’s Lady and One Knight’s Witch – these are #5 and #6 in my medieval romance series, Rogues & Angels. They are Thierry and Luc’s stories. In my notes, Thierry’s marriage of convenience is with a French heiress, so he must linger near Montvieux a little longer. (Perhaps Roland’s courtship of the count’s daughter, Thalia, will be a subplot in that story.) Luc’s story will be sixth in the series, when he continues toward home and finds his happily-ever-after at Haynesdale. That’s another holding that has appeared in my books, most prominently in The Crusader’s Kiss of The Champions of St. Euphemia.

      

      
        
        For Deborah Cooke contemporary romances:

      

      

      • I will be staying in Empire for the foreseeable future with my contemporary romances. Book #3, Just for Tonight, is an August 2026 release. Next will be Just a Little Christmas Magic, which is Cameron’s friends-to-lovers romance, followed by Just Impossible, which is Merrie and Aidan’s enemies-to-lovers romance.

      There’s also a collection of short stories set in Empire over the same timeline as the first three books, Tales from Empire. I just had so many little stories to tell about this place and these characters, stories that didn’t fit into any of the books. The collection will likely be published before book #4. This one may be exclusive to my online store, as it will muck up the series information at the portals.

      

      
        
        For Deborah Cooke paranormal romances:

      

      

      My three PNR series featuring dragon shifters are connecting, in all three series, and this has been a bit of a Gordian knot to sort out. I’ve made good progress on that challenge this summer and am really excited about the books. They overlap and link so are growing simultaneously and will be scheduled when they are all completed. All of these are fated-mate stories with at least one reluctant mate.

      The books are:

      • Dragon’s Wolf, book four of The DragonFate Novels, which is Wynter and Arach’s story.

      • Wyvern’s Wizard, book eleven of The Dragons of Incendium, which is Peri and Nero’s story (but also features Celo on his quest), as well as #12 in that series, the short story that will follow Wyvern’s Wizard.

      • Kiss of Twilight, book two of The Darkfire Chronicles featuring the time-travelling Pyr who are the Dragon Legion and cursed by darkfire. This is Ashe’s story of his firestorm with Flammara, one of the princesses from Incendium. Two dragon shifters mating is taboo in both of their worlds, so Ashe is sure this firestorm is a hoax driven by darkfire. Flammara believes that the firestorm must be consummated at any price. There’s a war of wills and seduction in this book and it’s already a lot of fun.
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      Books need to have their packaging updated at regular intervals to keep them looking current in the marketplace. I’ve been updating a lot of covers lately and there are more in the works.

      Completed new editions at this writing include:

      • The Bride Quest

      • The Champions of St. Euphemia

      • my Time Travel & Magic Romances

      • The Rogues of Ravensmuir and The Jewels of Kinfairlie

      • Flatiron Five Fitness

      • The Dragonfire Novels

      

      New designs currently in the works include:

      • The True Love Brides and The Brides of Inverfyre

      • Flatiron Five Tattoo

      • The DragonFate Novels

      

      I usually make the new editions available first at Kickstarter or in my online store. At Kickstarter, there will be character art and other goodies exclusive to the campaign. In my online store, the new print books are typically bundled and offered as drop-shipped titles, with signed bookplates mailed separately. The price of the bundle makes it eligible for free shipping in the store, which is a nice bonus.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            THIS GUIDE AND MY BOOKS

          

          
            
              [image: ]
            

          

        

      

    

    
      In the body of this little volume, each individual book title is linked to the landing page on my website for that book. In the book list at the end of this volume, though, the links are portal-specific: if you downloaded this guide at Amazon, all of those books will be linked to the Amazon site, KOBO leads to KOBO, Nook to Nook, GooglePlay to GooglePlay. Unfortunately, one of the changes I’ve made since the last revision is the move to an aggregator for distribution to Apple, so the links in that edition are generic ones that will take you back to my website, as well. (See my note above about this.)

      Many of my books are now available in audio editions. Both of my websites have an Audio tab where all of the audiobooks are listed. You can see all of the historical romances and listen to samples on Claire’s website, right here.

      The audio samples for my audiobooks narrated by humans are also on my Soundcloud page, right here.

      I did try some A.I. narrated audiobooks since there were series I couldn’t afford to have recorded in audio. (Some of Dragonfire was done this way, and the Bride Quest was offered this way at Amazon.) They have not been particularly successful, so I’m unpublishing them. Nothing unpublishes quickly, so you’ll find them lingering for a while, like ghosts at the banquet.

      I’ve published many translations of my books, mostly in digital format. You’ll find a Translations tab on each of my websites, with separate menus for each language. Here are the Cooke Translations and here are the Delacroix Translations.

      I used a site called Babelcube for many of the translations, which results in a five-year license through that portal. As the licenses expire, I’ve been republishing those books in new editions. They look the same and the content is the same, but starting this year, everything I publish is under my new publishing company, Hazel & Honeysuckle Press.

      My books are available in ebook through all the major online portals. Most of my books are available in both ebook and trade paperback. Some are available in hard cover large print editions, as well. In recent years, I’ve been repackaging books with new covers, and those are available in ebook, trade paperback and jacketed hard cover. Special editions (with foil etc.) tend to be available at Kickstarter or in my online store – each campaign I run at Kickstarter has editions of other books and series in the same sub-genre available in the Add-ons. For example, you could buy various Dragonfire special editions on the Kiss of Enchantment campaign.

      I make my digital books and audiobooks available to libraries through Overdrive, Bibliotheca, and Baker & Taylor, so you can also ask your library to order them.

      Wherever you choose to order my books, I appreciate your support!
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      My websites are:

      • DeborahCooke.com

      This site lists everything, but links to the other site for more detail on historical romances.

      • Delacroix.net

      The virtual home of Claire Delacroix and my historical romances.

      I still own the domain names for my paranormal romances (DragonfireNovels.com, DragonDiaries.com and DragonsofIncendium.com) but the content has been duplicated on my Deborah Cooke site and they are no longer being updated.

      Both active websites have a blog, which you can follow, where I post news about those books.

      I maintain three newsletter lists:

      
        
        • Knights & Rogues

        For my Claire Delacroix historical romances.

        Delivers on the first Wednesday of the month.

      

        

      
        • Dragons & Angels

        For my Deborah Cooke paranormal romances.

        Delivers on the second Wednesday of the month.

      

        

      
        • Heroes & Happy Endings

        For my Deborah Cooke contemporary romances.

        Delivers on the third Wednesday of the month.

      

      

      You can subscribe to any or all of the newsletters. In addition to a monthly update to each list, may send an alert when there’s a sale or a new release that doesn’t coincide with the newsletter schedule.

      They all come from the same email address, deborah@deborahcooke.com, so adding that address to your contacts (or white-listing it) should ensure that you receive the newsletters. Check your Promotions folder if you don’t see them right away.

      There are also free family trees that you can download from my websites, world guides, glossaries and character guides. Generally, you’ll find them on the same tab as the series itself.

      If you want to download a complete list of my books to print, you can find the list of Deborah Cooke books here. The Claire Delacroix books are listed on that site, right here.

      There are more ways to stay in touch or follow me on social media listed near the end of this volume.

      I hope you find this little volume helpful. If you have any suggestions or comments, the easiest way to ensure that I see them is to share them in the comments on one of my blogs.

      Let’s dig in!

      All my best⁠—

      Deborah

      Also writing as Claire Delacroix
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