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May your heart be your compass, and the stars guide you home.
May happiness always find you and your dreams come true.

– M.R.
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To all the young adventurers and
mystery hunters, happy reading!

– T.B.
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[image: Chapter 1]
It was very early in the morning and it was hot, hot, HOT! Much too hot for eight-year-old detective Lizzie to sleep. She was sitting cross-legged on the multicoloured rug in her bedroom, surrounded by her mystery-solving equipment.

In her left hand she held a wooden clipboard; in her right hand she had a purple pen.

Lizzie chewed on the end of the pen as she tried to decide what to take with her on holiday. What would be most helpful for mystery solving? The detectives in the stories she loved reading always had lots of useful things. Sometimes they had disguises so no one knew who they were. Sometimes they had lock picks – in case they found trapdoors leading to secret lairs hidden under rugs.

Lizzie wished she had a secret trapdoor hidden under her bedroom rug, but she didn’t. What she did have was a detective dog.

Lucky, Lizzie’s Dalmatian puppy, was lying on the rug next to her. Lucky’s eyes were closed and her head was resting on Lizzie’s clue bag but Lizzie knew the puppy wasn’t really asleep.
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Lizzie looked down at Lucky and smiled. Lucky liked helping Lizzie solve mysteries – they were a great team.

Lizzie turned back to the equipment list she was writing. She liked making lists and had lots of them stuck on her noticeboard. Her favourite ones were decorated with glitter and stickers.

Before she’d met Lucky – or rather, rescued her from a thief! – Lizzie had made a list of 100 reasons why having a dog would be a really, really, really good idea. She’d been trying to persuade her parents to let her have one, but when Mum and Dad met Lucky they said they didn’t need any more reasons – other than how much they all loved the puppy.

So far Lizzie’s detective equipment list read:


1. White- and black-light TORCH – good for seeing in the dark and for reading invisible ink.
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Lizzie and her friend Ted had been experimenting with different types of invisible ink. So far they’d tried lemon juice, onion juice, baking soda and vinegar. But there were many more combinations of ingredients to try too. Sometimes you had to wet the paper to read the message and sometimes you had to heat it up. But even better than trying different ink recipes, Lizzie liked using her black-light torch to read them. It turned invisible-ink writing purple.

She switched the torch on and off to check the battery.


2. PHONE
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Lizzie’s phone had been very helpful in her detective work so far. It had acted as a silent, secret police communicator when she and Lucky had rescued stolen puppies a month ago.


3. Day- and night-vision BINOCULARS
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These were brand new and a surprise present from Mrs Rose to say thank you for taking her hearing dog, Victor, out on lots of walks.


4. DETECTIVE GLOVES – for protecting hands and picking up clues.
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5. DETECTIVE BAG
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The animal rescue centre had given the bag to Lizzie and she always used it. They’d also given her and Lucky ‘Animal Hero’ medals for finding the missing puppies, and both medals were hanging up on the wall.


6. MAGNIFYING GLASS
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Sometimes a clue could be tiny and Lizzie didn’t want to miss it!


7. Mum’s old TWEEZERS and a packet of TISSUES – perfect for picking up tiny clues.
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8. NOTEBOOK and PENCIL – important for writing down clues and evidence, and making lists.
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The next mystery could appear at any moment and Lizzie needed to be ready. It would probably be best to take all of her detective equipment with her, just in case.

Lucky sat up and her little black nose sniffed at the air. The smell of toasting toast wafted up the stairs and into Lizzie and Lucky’s bedroom. Lizzie grinned and jumped up. The detective duo loved toast, so they ran down the stairs and into the kitchen to find Lizzie’s mum and dad already there.

Dad raised an eyebrow when he saw Lizzie and Lucky, and Mum used sign language to tell Lizzie they’d been too hot to sleep.

Lizzie signed back that she and Lucky were too hot to sleep too.

When she and Lucky had gone to bed last night her mum’s hair had been bright red but now it was purple! Mum had even plaited a little strand of Dad’s beard and dyed that purple too.

Lizzie nodded. ‘Nice,’ she signed, pointing at her mum’s hair and dad’s beard.

Mum and Dad were sitting next to a pile of fake jewels, all ready to be put into Princess Joanna’s crown. Princess Joanna of Scotland had been a real-life member of the royal family who had lived a long, long time ago and had been born deaf. The local Deaf theatre group were putting on a play about her, and Lizzie’s mum and dad were in charge of the props.

‘All done,’ signed Dad, pointing at the fake jewels they’d made from coloured resin. Mum started buttering the toast while Lizzie got out the Marmite and Lucky wagged her tail.
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‘What we need is a nice cool sea breeze,’ Dad signed, nodding his head. ‘Maybe we should leave early and miss the traffic?’

Lizzie put her right fist in the palm of her left hand with the thumb stuck up, and then raised it quickly into the air with a grin. It was the sign for ‘fantastic’. She and Lucky crunched on a slice of toast.

Dad signed ‘Text’ and ‘Ted’ to Lizzie, who nodded and ran upstairs to grab her phone. Lucky ran after her.

By the time they came back downstairs with Lizzie’s detective bag, her phone was flashing with a thumbs-up emoji from Ted.

Lucky tried to help by picking things up from the floor as Lizzie, and her mum and dad started racing round the house grabbing swimming costumes, floaties and towels. When she picked up her four-legged, soft, yellow octopus toy and brought it over to Lizzie, Lizzie put it in her detective bag. They definitely needed to take Lucky’s favourite toy with them.

Last of all Lizzie put her new binoculars and Lucky’s red dog whistle round her neck. She was teaching Lucky to come straight back to her whenever she blew the whistle, and Lucky wagged her tail at the sight of it. The sound of the whistle always meant cuddles, a play with one of her toys or an extra tasty treat. It didn’t matter that Lizzie couldn’t hear the whistle – even hearing people weren’t able to as it was a silent one – but Lucky and other dogs could, so long as they weren’t too far away and the wind was blowing in the right direction.

‘Ready?’ signed Mum.

Lizzie nodded and put on Lucky’s harness, then they all headed out to the car.
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Ted, who lived opposite, was already waiting for them. He looked like he’d only just woken up. As well as a bag at his feet, he was holding a pair of flippers, an eye mask and a snorkel.

‘Wow!’ Lizzie signed, pointing to Ted’s blue fin feet.

‘Bet you can swim fast with those on,’ signed Lizzie’s dad.

Ted grinned and signed back, ‘Yes, but they’re not so easy to walk in!’

‘Bye, Ted! Be good!’ Ted’s gran called out from an open upstairs window.

She waved at Lucky and Lizzie. ‘Have fun!’

Lucky gave a woof and Lizzie held up both thumbs.

Ted noticed Lizzie’s night-vision binoculars round her neck.

‘New?’ he signed, pointing at them.

Lizzie nodded, hoping she’d be able to use them soon.

‘You never know when there might be a mystery to solve,’ she signed back.
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