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			Dedication

			
		
    To all who hunger for a deeper understanding of Christ, this book is dedicated to you. May every page awaken within you the joy of knowing that the mystery of God, once hidden, is now revealed in the face of Jesus Christ. My prayer is that your heart finds rest and your soul finds its true identity in Him who is the fullness of God revealed to us.
I dedicate this work to the faithful believers who, through trials and triumphs, continue to press into the beauty of Christ. Your stories of perseverance, quiet faith, and unshakable devotion remind the world that the treasure of the Gospel is not in mere words but in lives transformed by grace. May this book strengthen you in your journey of faith and encourage you to keep walking in the mystery of His love.
Above all, I dedicate this book to Jesus Christ, the mystery and the revelation, the Alpha and the Omega. He is the reason for every word written here, and He remains the centre of all truth worth proclaiming. To Him belongs all glory, honour, and praise—forever and ever. Amen
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Understanding the Mystery of Christ
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Have you ever felt like you were on the verge of understanding something big, but the final piece of the puzzle was missing? The Bible talks about a mystery, but it isn't an unsolvable riddle. Instead, it's a profound truth that was once hidden but is now fully revealed by God. For ages, hints and shadows pointed toward God's plan, but the full picture came into focus only through Jesus. The heart of this mystery is the stunning reality that Christ lives in you—the hope of glory.

To understand this mystery is to recognize the depth of God’s love and the scope of His plan for the world. It shatters the boundaries of ethnicity, culture, and tradition, drawing all who believe into one redeemed family. It tells us that God’s presence is not confined to a temple or a distant heaven but is alive within His people, shaping us, guiding us, and preparing us for eternal glory. In this chapter, we will explore what this mystery means, why it matters, and how embracing it transforms our identity and purpose as followers of Christ. Here, we are not simply learning a doctrine—we are uncovering the heartbeat of the Gospel.

1. The Nature of God's Mystery

In the Bible, the word mystery doesn’t mean something puzzling that we can never figure out, like an unsolved riddle. Instead, it refers to a divine truth once hidden but now revealed by God’s grace. For generations, the fullness of God’s plan for humanity remained veiled—prophets hinted at it, symbols foreshadowed it, and promises pointed toward it—but no one could see the complete picture. In Colossians 1:26-27, Paul explains that this mystery, once kept secret for ages, has now been made known to God’s people: “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” It’s not just about knowing facts about Jesus; it’s about experiencing His presence living inside us, transforming our lives from the inside out. This is the heart of the Gospel—God choosing to dwell in ordinary people, making us His own and giving us the hope of eternal glory.

	Definition of “mystery” in biblical terms


Have you ever tried to solve a really tough puzzle, or maybe a riddle that just wouldn't click? When the Bible talks about a mystery, it's not that kind of puzzle. We can't solve this one on our own, no matter how clever we are. This mystery was hidden deep within God's heart, and we couldn't have figured it out without His help. It was revealed to us only when He chose to do so.

For centuries, people got little glimpses of God's plan. The Old Testament is full of clues—prophecies about a coming Messiah, promises that God's blessings would go beyond just Israel, and sacrifices that hinted at a greater redemption. Think of prophets like Isaiah, who spoke of a servant who would carry the sins of many (Isaiah 53), or Micah, who foretold a ruler coming from Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). The people held onto these promises, but the full picture of how all these pieces fit together remained a secret. The mystery was there, but it was wrapped in shadows.

When Jesus arrived, lived with us, died on the cross, and rose again, the shadows that had been there for a long time disappeared. All of a sudden, the scattered pieces of the puzzle came together to form a beautiful, clear picture. This is what Paul meant when he said that the mystery, which had been "hidden for ages and generations, but now revealed to his saints" (Colossians 1:26), was finally made known. And what was this mystery? It wasn't just that God would send a Savior, but that this Savior would live in us, not just visit or teach from a distance. The stunning truth is "Christ in you, the hope of glory" (Colossians 1:27).

The incredible thing about God's mystery is that it isn't something we figure out; it's something God reveals to us. We would never have imagined on our own that the God who created the galaxies would want to make His home in ordinary people like us. We often think of God as far away, separated from us by our sin. But this mystery changes this narrative. In Christ, God comes incredibly close, so close that He lives inside us. This is the most personal and intimate reality we can experience. The Creator of everything steps into our lives, into our brokenness, and He doesn't just pass through—He stays.

For Paul's first readers, this was a revolutionary idea. The Jewish people had always seen themselves as God's chosen people, set apart from other nations by the Law, temple worship, and circumcision. Gentiles were considered outsiders. Although some of them worshipped Israel's God, there was always a dividing wall between them. Yet, Paul says that in Christ, this wall has been torn down. The mystery that was revealed is that God's plan always included the Gentiles, not as visitors, but as full members of His family. This wasn't a last-minute decision; it was God's plan from the very beginning, finally revealed for everyone to see.

The Greek word Paul used for mystery, mysterion, doesn't mean something spooky or forever unknowable. In the Bible, a mystery is a divine secret that no human can figure out on their own. It's something that God graciously reveals when the time is right. It's not about us discovering something, but about God disclosing it to us. Think of it like a beautifully wrapped gift. You can guess what’s inside and even shake it, but you won't know for sure until the giver unwraps it for you. In the same way, God's plan for salvation was wrapped in promises, prophecies, and symbolic acts until He chose to fully reveal it in Jesus Christ.

Even though the mystery is revealed, it's not a one-and-done moment of understanding. God's mystery is something we continue to grow into throughout our lives. We may grasp the basic truth that Christ lives in us (Colossians 1:27), but we spend a lifetime discovering the depth of what that truly means. Every trial we face, every joyful moment, and every act of obedience deepens our awareness of this living reality. Like a well that never runs dry, this mystery keeps giving us new depths of wonder.

Paul’s words still resonate so deeply today because they speak to a world searching for meaning and hope. People often try to find answers in success, relationships, or pleasure, but without Christ, the picture is never complete. The revealed mystery isn't just about gaining information; it's about being transformed. It's not about learning more facts about God; it's about being joined with Him in a relationship that changes everything. This truth turns Christianity from a set of rules into a vibrant, living relationship.

Perhaps the most beautiful part of this mystery is how personal it is. Paul didn’t just say, “Christ in the church,” but specifically, "Christ in you" (Colossians 1:27). This means the God of the universe sees and knows you, and He chooses to live in you personally. It’s an intimate and specific reality. If you've ever felt unseen or insignificant, this truth shatters that lie. The King of glory has chosen you as His dwelling place, and His presence is your unshakable hope for the future.

When we grasp God's mystery, our lives are transformed. We stop seeing God as a distant figure we have to earn favour with through good deeds or religious rituals. Instead, we find rest in the truth that He is already present—living inside us, moulding us into His likeness. This brings both comfort, because we are never alone, and a challenge, because His presence calls us to be holy, to love others, and to surrender our lives to Him.

Ultimately, the nature of God's mystery reveals something profound about His heart: He is a God who delights in revealing Himself and holds nothing back from those He calls His own. He doesn't keep His presence to Himself in heaven; He shares it freely with us on earth. The mystery He has revealed in Christ isn't just for theologians—it is the lifeblood of our faith, the heartbeat of our hope, and the anchor of our identity. What was once hidden has now been revealed, and it is truly glorious.

When we trace the storyline of Scripture, we see that God’s mystery was never an afterthought—it was His plan from before the foundation of the world. Ephesians 1:9-10 says, “He made known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfilment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.” Notice the language: God made known the mystery, not because He had to, but because it delighted Him to share it. Like a loving Father planning a surprise for His children, God held this secret close until the perfect time, and then He joyfully revealed it in Christ.

	The Old Testament foundations of the mystery.


The story of God's mystery doesn't start with Paul's letters or even with the birth of Jesus. It goes all the way back to the very beginning of the Bible, where the first hints of this mystery were planted long before anyone understood them. The Old Testament isn't a separate story from the New Testament; it's the backdrop on which God painted His plan for redemption. The people of those days may have only seen vague colours and shapes, but every detail was a preparation for what Paul would later call the mystery of Christ (Colossians 1:26-27).

From the very start, there were clues that God's purposes would extend far beyond just one nation. In Genesis 3:15, right after humanity's tragic fall, God spoke to the serpent and promised that the offspring of the woman would one day crush the serpent's head, even though the serpent would strike his heel. To Adam and Eve, this might have sounded like a puzzling prophecy, but in those words was the very first whisper of the Gospel. This "offspring" would be a person, born of a woman, who would one day reverse the curse of sin. The mystery begins right there, in the darkness of Eden, with a promise that salvation would come through a human, yet be the work of God alone.

For centuries, God's plan for humanity was a secret, hidden from plain sight. But these secrets were not riddles meant to puzzle us; they were divine truths that God would reveal at the right time. The story begins long before the New Testament, with hints and whispers sprinkled throughout the Old Testament that foretold a greater, inclusive plan for all people.

When God chose Abram (later renamed Abraham) as the father of His people, He made a promise that seemed to be about one family but was actually for everyone. In Genesis 12:1-3, God tells Abraham, "I will bless you...and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." This was a bold statement, as it hinted at a plan that would extend beyond Abraham's physical descendants, the nation of Israel. Paul later confirms this in Galatians 3:8, explaining that "Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham." This shows us that God's plan to include the Gentiles—people who were not of Abraham's lineage—was part of His design from the very beginning. Abraham didn't see the full picture, but he trusted in God's promise, and his faith became a model for the faith that would eventually unite both Jew and Gentile in Christ.

The story continues with Israel's formation as a nation. After rescuing them from Egypt, God gave them the Law through Moses, setting them apart for His purposes. Even in the Law, there were clues about a bigger purpose. In Exodus 19:5-6, God told Israel, "You will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation." The role of a priest is to be a mediator between God and others. Israel's calling wasn't just to enjoy God's blessings for themselves, but to be a light for the surrounding nations, drawing them toward the one true God. The prophet Isaiah beautifully captured this calling in Isaiah 49:6, where God says of His servant, "It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob... I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth."

The book of Psalms also carries this theme. Psalm 67 begins with a familiar blessing—"May God be gracious to us and bless us"—but it quickly links that blessing to a bigger purpose: "so that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations" (Psalm 67:2). Time and again, the Scriptures hint that God's plan isn't limited to Israel. Still, to many people then, the idea that Gentiles could share equally in God's covenant blessings was a secret, hidden behind the rituals and separation required by the Law.

The prophets often spoke in ways that were confusing in their time but make perfect sense when seen through Christ. Take, for example, Ezekiel’s vision of the new covenant in Ezekiel 36:26-27: "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you... I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees." This wasn't just about external obedience; it was about an internal transformation—a divine presence living inside people. The thought that God’s Spirit would actually live within His people was a revolutionary idea. This was a glimpse of what Paul would later proclaim as "Christ in you, the hope of glory" (Colossians 1:27).

Daniel's visions also hinted at the unfolding mystery. In Daniel 7:13-14, he described "one like a son of man" coming on the clouds of heaven to receive a kingdom that would include "people of every nation and language." For Daniel's Jewish audience living under foreign rule, this vision was both confusing and hopeful. They expected a Messiah who would restore Israel's political power, yet this image pointed to a ruler whose reign would include all nations.

As the Old Testament drew to a close, the anticipation grew. The people of Israel had returned from exile and rebuilt their temple, but the prophets, like Malachi, pointed to a future yet to come—a messenger who would prepare the way for the Lord (Malachi 3:1), and a day when the Lord Himself would suddenly appear in His temple. The pieces were all there, but the picture was still incomplete.

For centuries, faithful people held onto these promises without fully understanding them. The book of Hebrews reminds us that they "did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance" (Hebrews 11:13). They lived in the tension of a plan that had "already" been set in motion but was "not yet" fully revealed. This waiting period wasn't wasted time; it was God's way of building a story to reveal His glory in the most complete way possible.

When Jesus finally arrived, all the Old Testament foundations suddenly made perfect sense. He was the offspring promised in Eden, the descendant of Abraham through whom all nations would be blessed, the light to the Gentiles foretold by Isaiah, the Son of Man in Daniel's vision, and the very presence of God coming to live among His people. But He went even further than anyone expected—not just living among us, but making His home within us through the Holy Spirit. The mystery, hidden for ages in the words and symbols of the Old Testament, had finally been brought out into the open for all to see.

Looking back now, we can see that the Old Testament wasn't a separate, disconnected story, but the very framework of the Gospel. The promises, covenants, prophecies, and patterns all pointed toward Christ. They were like shadows of what was to come; He is the substance (Colossians 2:17). The fact that God revealed these hints centuries before their fulfilment shows us His character—He is patient, purposeful, and in control of all history. His plan is never rushed, but it is always moving toward His desired end: to bring all things together under Christ, in heaven and on earth.

This is why Paul could write with such confidence that the mystery was "not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets" (Ephesians 3:5). The Old Testament saints had the outlines of the story; we now have the full portrait. They had the promise; we now have the fulfilment. And yet, even with all this clarity, we are still invited to be in awe, because the mystery isn't just about what God has done in history—it is about what He is doing in us today.

The mystery Paul talks about in Colossians 1:26-27 didn't just appear out of nowhere. It's the grand finale of a story God has been writing since the beginning of time. To really understand it, we need to see how it was hinted at and prepared for in the centuries leading up to Christ's birth. The Old Testament isn't just a preface to the Gospel—it's the very soil from which this mystery grew. Every covenant, promise, and prophecy was a thread in a divine tapestry, all woven in anticipation of the day God would pull back the curtain and reveal His masterpiece.

In the earliest days of humanity, the mystery was hidden in a promise. After humanity's fall in Eden, God spoke a cryptic but hopeful message: "the offspring of the woman would one day crush the serpent’s head" (Genesis 3:15). It was a whisper of victory, but its full meaning was veiled. Centuries later, God called Abram and told him, "all peoples on earth will be blessed through you" (Genesis 12:3). This promise expanded the mystery, but it still wasn't clear how this blessing would break through all ethnic and cultural barriers. From our perspective today, we can see that Christ is the promised offspring, blessing both Jew and Gentile. But for Abraham, it was a mystery held securely by God, only visible through faith.

Throughout Israel’s history, God kept giving them clues. He established them as His chosen nation, gave them His Law, and lived among them in the tabernacle and later the temple. But even then, these things pointed to something more. The Law could show God’s holiness but couldn't create it in human hearts. The temple could symbolize His presence but couldn't actually contain Him. The prophets began to speak of something much greater—a Servant who would be a light to the nations (Isaiah 49:6), a new covenant that would replace stony hearts with living, responsive ones (Ezekiel 36:26-27), and a kingdom that would welcome people from every tribe and language (Daniel 7:14). These weren't random promises; they were all brushstrokes of the same grand picture.

Still, even as God revealed these glimpses, He kept the full reality hidden until the perfect time. The mystery wasn't just that a Messiah would come, but that this Messiah would make His home in everyone who believes—"Christ in you, the hope of glory" (Colossians 1:27). For the Jewish people, who had long associated God's presence with a sacred building or a chosen nation, this was almost impossible to imagine. For the Gentiles, who had always been treated as outsiders, the idea of being fully included in God's family was beyond their wildest dreams. And yet, this was God's plan all along. As Paul wrote in Ephesians 3:6, "This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus."

When Christ arrived, the scattered pieces of the Old Testament puzzle finally fit together. The offspring promised in Eden was here, conquering evil through the cross and resurrection (Genesis 3:15). The blessing promised to Abraham was flowing to all nations through faith (Genesis 12:3). The Servant of Isaiah had come, shining His light into the darkness of every culture and language (Isaiah 49:6). The kingdom Daniel saw in his vision had begun, gathering people from every corner of the earth (Daniel 7:14). And God’s presence, once veiled in the temple, was now poured out into human hearts through the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19). The mystery, once a whisper, had been spoken aloud for everyone to hear.

Seeing this connection between the Old and New Testaments deepens our sense of awe. It reminds us that God’s revelation is never random—He is a God who works with intention across generations, holding the entire story in His hands. The nature of His mystery isn’t that it was unpredictable, but that it was patiently and purposefully hidden until the perfect moment. And when He chose to reveal it, He did so in a way that turned the world upside down—not with political power or military conquest, but with a crucified and risen King who makes His home in the hearts of His people.

When we talk about the mystery of Christ, we're not just discussing some abstract theological idea. We're talking about a plan that's been unfolding since the dawn of time, a promise that has passed through generations of faithful people, and a reality that now lives inside us. To grasp its nature is to see ourselves as part of a story that began before we were born and will continue forever. And when we trace its roots through the Old Testament, we realize that the same God who spoke to Abraham and guided Israel is the same God who now whispers to our hearts: I am with you, I am in you, and I will never leave you (Matthew 28:20; John 14:20).

	The role of Christ in the fulfilment of God's mystery


From the very beginning of time, before the world was even created, God held a mystery in His heart—a plan so deep that even the angels couldn't wait to understand it (1 Peter 1:12). It was a plan whispered through the ages, hinted at in the shadows of the Old Testament, and wrapped in promises given to patriarchs and prophets. But it was kept hidden, like a beautiful treasure waiting for the perfect time to be revealed. This mystery wasn't just about a people, a kingdom, or a set of













	How the mystery unfolded













	The transition from hidden to revealed in the New Testament.
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