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Napoleon’s Specialist Troops

Though less celebrated than the infantry and cavalry, Napoleon’s ‘specialist’ troops— artillery, engineers and supporting services—were indispensable elements without which no army could have operated, and frequently assumed greater significance than the line regiments. In the case of their uniforms, infantry or cavalry styles were frequently copied, as shown by comparison with the appropriate titles in the Men-at-Arms series, listed on the rear cover.

Artillery

Having suffered least from the emigration of Royalist officers, the artillery was the best element of the early Republican armies, the nucleus of the old Royal artillery serving with distinction in the early campaigns such as Valmy. In 1791 there existed seven regiments of Foot Artillery, each of two battalions of ten companies, each regiment totalling 90 officers and 1,207 men, with a headquarters, depot and training school, and an augmentation of 400 men in wartime from late 1791. The artillery also included labour companies (ouvriers) and engineers, though the latter were later detached to become an independent corps. National Guard and volunteer units which had been issued with guns were inexperienced and much less efficient, however, and as soon as it was politically expedient the volunteer artillery was disbanded and an eighth regiment formed in their place (1796). Thanks to the reforms instituted by Gribeauval towards the end of the Ancien Régime, Napoleon inherited an expert and generally very effective artillery arm.

Experimental horse artillery had been tried in the late 1770s, and in 1791 General Mathieu Dumas formed two ‘flying batteries’ in Austrian style, the gunners riding upon caissons. In April 1792 three companies of horse artillery were formed in each of the Armies of the North, Centre and Rhine, one company in each army being fully mounted and the others riding on caissons. Recruited from the Foot Artillery and infantry grenadiers, they were not expert horsemen, but were renowned both for their fighting ability and a penchant for quarrelling! Each company comprised four officers, 11 NCOs, three artificers, 30 first class and 30 second class canonniers and two trumpeters.
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Napoleon aims a cannon at Lodi. Having been trained as an artilleryman, Napoleon retained a high level of interest in the arm, and remained capable of ‘crewing’ a fieldpiece himself. (Print after F. de Myrbach)

These companies were so successful that in February 1794 the arm was enlarged into a new branch of ‘Light Artillery’ of nine regiments of six batteries each; each battery had four officers and 72 men with 6- or 8-pdr. guns and a howitzer. Many of their personnel came from the cavalry, whose officers had limited artillery skill and the men an over-enthusiastic spirit—epitomised by the battery at Kehl in 1797 which refused to construct emplacements but fought in the open (‘We are horse artillery, meant to fight in the open field and not behind entrenchments’) and were almost annihilated as a result. In 1795 the ‘Light Artillery’ returned to the ordinary artillery establishment.

At the end of 1799 the artillery comprised a staff of 226 officers; eight Foot regiments of 20 companies, 1,888 strong; eight Horse regiments of six companies totalling 466 men; 12 ouvrier companies each of 87 men; and two pontoon battalions. In 1801 the Horse Artillery was reduced to six regiments, at which date the establishment included 13 companies of veteran canonniers, 130 companies of coast artillery, 15 ouvrier companies and eight train battalions. A typical Foot Artillery company comprised a first captain, a second captain, a first lieutenant, a second lieutenant, a sergeant-major, four sergeants, a fourrier (quartermaster corporal), four corporals, 34 canonniers first class, 43 second class and two drummers.
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Gunner, Foot Artillery, 1808, showing the first shako with red ornaments, and coat, breeches and waistcoat entirely blue with scarlet piping. Hanging over the gun barrel is a gunner’s haversack, a portfire case, and the portfire itself with a smouldering match wedged between the barrel and the carriage. (Engraving by Pierre Martinet)

’Great battles are won by artillery’, wrote Napoleon, and he spared no efforts to improve its efficacy. The size increased from 28,000 men in 1799 to 80,000 plus 23,000 coast and garrison gunners in 1813, an increase achieved by adding new companies to existing regiments rather than by creating entirely new units. A thorough overhaul was conducted in the respite offered by the Peace of Amiens, the result being the ‘System of Year XIII’. Originally the Republican artillery had consisted of 12-, 8- and 4-pdrs., and 6-in. howitzers. Napoleon changed the 4-pdr. for the more effective 6-pdr. (quantities of which had been captured from Austria and Prussia); increased the number of 12-pdrs. at the expense of the 8-pdrs.; and replaced many 6-in. howitzers with the superior 24-pdr. Throughout the period it was usual for each Foot company to have six guns and two howitzers, and each Horse company four guns (usually 6-pdrs.) and two howitzers, though all-gun companies also existed.

The tactical employment remained reasonably standard throughout, though it is interesting to note the dispositions: the 6- and 8-pdrs. were commonly attached to divisional reserves (each division usually had one Foot and one Horse company, each cavalry division a Horse company), with the heavier pieces massed in the corps or army reserves. The formation of the Guard Foot Artillery in 1808 led to the accumulation of 12-pdrs. with them, so that the Guard Artillery became in effect the army reserve. These ‘reserve’ formations allowed the increasing employment of ‘massed battery’ fire, achieving a superiority of artillery at chosen points on the battlefield, and demonstrating the axiom that massed artillery fire was more effective than the sum of its parts.
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Shako plates: (A) original pattern, belonging to the 4th Regt.; (B) 1812-pattern, with distinctive grenade finials to the shield, this design was peculiar to the artillery; (C) shako plate from the 13th company of artillery ouvriers; (D) Imperial Guard Artillery shako; (E) belt plate, 5th Bn. Artillery Train, brass with embossed decorations.

Each company was a self-contained entity with its own train (i.e. transport), so that companies served independently, not in regimental formations. The quantity of artillery was prodigious: in 1805, for example, available ordnance (including garrison artillery) numbered 4,506 heavy guns, 7,366 light and medium, 8,320 howitzers and 1,746 mortars. A 9th Foot and 7th Horse regiments were created in 1810 from the artillery of the Dutch army, though the 7th Horse was soon absorbed into the 1st and 4th regiments. Foot regiments increased to 22 companies, then to 26 and 28 in 1813; each Horse regiment comprised six companies and a depot company from 1809, and in August 1813 the 1st to 3rd regiments each formed a seventh field company.

A company of armourers was created in 1803, and two more (each of two officers and 50 men) in November 1805. In 1812 the ouvrier companies comprised five officers and 149 men, and each armourer company four officers and 68 men; in 1813 the armourers were increased to six companies and the ouvriers to 18. At the Restoration the artillery establishment was reduced to eight Foot and four Horse regiments, 12 ouvrier companies and a pontoon battalion, which was retained in 1815. Foot regiments comprised 16 companies and a depot, plus a staff of 17 officers and 40 men, each company of four officers and 56 men; Horse regiments comprised six companies, each of four officers and 56 men, plus a staff of 11 officers and 20 men.

Foot Artillery Uniforms

Throughout the period, Foot Artillery uniform was of infantry style: dark blue with scarlet distinctions. At the beginning of the Revolutionary Wars, the blue coat had scarlet piping to the lapels, shoulder straps, turnbacks and horizontal pockets; scarlet cuffs (often with blue flaps piped scarlet); a blue collar lined scarlet, giving the appearance of scarlet piping; and brass buttons bearing ‘64’ (the artillery ranking after the 63rd Line regiment). Breeches and waistcoat were dark blue, the latter with 12 small buttons and scarlet collar and cuffs; the men wore infantry equipment, plus artillery sabre, and the bicorn. Ouvriers and miners wore the same, the former with scarlet lapels and the latter with orange epaulettes; depot companies (gardes-magasin) had sky blue collars and cuffs. In 1792 new buttons were introduced, bearing crossed cannon, often with the regimental or company number, ‘R’ for artillery, ‘O’ for ouvriers, and ‘M’ for miners.

This uniform was worn at the beginning of the Empire, with scarlet turnbacks bearing blue grenades, and buttons now bearing a grenade over crossed cannon over a number. Lapels and turnbacks were always as described above, but other details varied. The collar might be plain blue; the cuffs, blue piped red with rectangular or three-pointed flaps (red flaps shown by Berka in 1809); the scarlet-piped pockets vertical or horizontal; and in some regiments shoulder straps were replaced by scarlet epaulettes. Manufacturing accounts for 1810–11 show that garance (madder red) cloth was bought instead of scarlet, though the actual difference in shade was probably negligible.

The bicorn had a tricolour cockade with yellow loop and uniform button, and a scarlet carrot-shaped pompon (or, rarely, a plume). At the beginning of 1807 the shako was adopted, originally with red lace bands and side chevrons, later completely black; at a later date brass chinscales were added, with circular bosses bearing a grenade. It had scarlet braided cords and raquettes and a scarlet pompon, carrot-shaped or spherical (with or without a tuft); plumes were probably generally restricted to NCOs. The brass lozenge shako plate bore a crowned eagle over crossed cannon, over the regimental number; an alternative consisted of an eagle upon an oblong or semi-circular plinth. An order of 23 May 1810 introduced a lozenge plate bearing the number over a grenade, but it proved unpopular and the earlier designs were reauthorised on 20 June 1811. (As with all items of uniform, wide and unofficial divergences existed, with outdated items being worn long after their official replacement.) A contemporary illustration showing a shako bearing a grenade over crossed cannon probably depicts the 9th Regt., wearing their old Dutch shako with a grenade replacing the original crown. Shako covers were apparently first used in the Peninsular War, officially of black oiled cloth, but yellowish buff and light green were also common.
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(A) 1771-pattern Foot Artillery sword with brass eagle-head grip, black leather scabbard and fittings; (B) 1790 chasseur sabre carried by the early Horse Artillery, with a brass guard and black leather scabbard with brass fittings; (C) An XI cavalry sabre carried by the Horse Artillery, brass hilt, iron scabbard; (D) Ceinturon-baudrier.

Variations are also recorded for the waistcoat: double-breasted examples were not unknown—Martinet and Suhr show red piping—and 1810–11 specifications note red cuffs. The gaiters were black or grey, with non-regulation white ones for summer full dress; blue or white linen trousers could be worn on campaign (blue shown as early as 1808 by Zimmermann), and latterly grey or brown (‘El Guil’ shows brown with red stripes in the Peninsula). For walking-out dress non-regulation nankeen breeches and stockings could be worn, purchased at the individual’s expense. The forage cap (bonnet de police) was blue with scarlet piping and grenade badge. Greatcoats became regulated after 1807, first appearing in inventories in 1810; initially it was of any colour, blue being specified by 1810. Though officially it had five cloth-covered buttons in two rows, single-breasted examples are also recorded; ‘El Guil’ shows a common variation in brown Spanish cloth. Equipment was like that of infantry grenadiers, white leather belts supporting a sabre-briquet with red knot and a black cartridge box, which may have borne a badge (probably crossed cannon, perhaps with a grenade above). For weapons, see the notes to Plate B3.
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Foot Artillery gunners and teams attacked by Prussian cavalry at Hanau. (Print after R. Knötel)

The 1812 regulations, which came into use generally in 1813, introduced a short-tailed jacket with closed lapels, coloured as before, with blue cuff flaps piped garance and a plain blue collar (though red piping seems to have been retained despite the regulations). The gaiters now extended only to below the knee, and were black for all occasions. The 1812 shako had no lace; chinscales as before; and a plate like that of the infantry, usually with the addition of small grenades at the edge of the shield. Lentille pompons like those of the infantry may have been introduced, but the previous styles probably persisted instead.

The 1812 forage cap was the pie-shaped blue cloth ‘pokalem’ with red piping, and regimental number on the front. Apart from









Horse Artillery Uniforms




















The Artillery Train













Regimental Artillery








Volunteer Artillery


National Guard


Coast Artillery





Garrison Artillery


Veteran Artillery


OEBPS/images/9781780969794_cover.jpg
OSPREY

Men-at-Arms

Napoleon’s Specialist
Troops

Philip Haythornthwaite - lllustrated by Bryan Fosten





OEBPS/images/9781780969794_img2.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780969794_img3.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780969794_img4.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780969794_img6.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780969794_img1.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781780969794_img5.jpg
a

 e——————
A






