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Chapter 1

 


Diamond was exhausted. She’d worked
three doubles in a row and now all she wanted to do was to go home
and soak for three days in her deep tub. She thought about using
the hot tub that Blair, her new alpha and brother-in-law had had
installed just a few days ago, but worried he and Sapphire, her
sister would want it and she’d be there feeling stupid. Diamond was
getting her things gathered up when one of the doctors came into
the lounge.

“I was wondering if you’d
stay for another half shift.” Diamond was already shaking her head.
“Please? There’s been an accident on the highway, and I need all
the nurses I can get. There are four cars involved. I will pay you
triple time if you stay.”

She tried to tell herself she didn’t
need the money badly enough to be dead on her feet for her three
days off. She started putting her things back in her locker when
Doctor Jan Talley walked over and hugged her.

“I’m not doing this because
of the money but because I’m off for the next three days and if you
call me, I will say no. I’m too tired to work a good shift as it is
now, and I need these days off. Promise me you won’t call me.” Jan
nodded. “I want you to say it. I will feel a great deal better if
you do.”

“I promise I won’t call you
even if it’s just me working the shift.” Jan hugged her again as
she continued. “I wish I had more nurses like you and your sister.
I’m telling you right now that you and Ruby are the very best I
have.”

Diamond didn’t disagree with her
because she knew that she and her sister were the best. The others
were just there to draw a check so far as she could see, and she
and Ruby were dedicated. They loved what they were doing, and Ruby
was going to make an amazing doctor as well.

The first ambulance rolled in ten
minutes later. The woman had a broken arm as well as a head trauma,
neither of which was life threatening. The man with her had some
abrasions, nothing that needed attention, but you’d have thought he
had lost his arm the way he was going on and on. Diamond had had
enough.

“Shut up.” He looked at
her, stunned. “You go out there in that waiting room and don’t move
until I tell you to. And if I hear one peep from you, I’ll come out
there and show you what pain is.”

He moved toward the door just as Jan
came around the curtained area. If she’d heard what Diamond said to
the man, she didn’t say anything to her but looked over the woman
and sent her up to be x-rayed.

The next ambulance had two men, both
in serious condition. One man had been the driver of a limo. He’d
been hit in the driver’s side door, the medic had told her, and had
slammed his head hard against the window. She was cleaning off his
head wound when the other man that had come in with him staggered
around the corner.

“Is he going to be all
right?” he said. She didn’t know and told him. “He’s with a limo
service here in town. I would like for someone to contact them.
Would that be all right with you?”

“You should go back to the
bed, sir, and let the doctor look at your wounds. I think someone
will call for you.” She didn’t have any idea if they would or not,
but the man nodded. “I’ll be over there soon and have a look at
you.”

“No. Stay with him.” His
tone made her think that he was used to having his orders obeyed,
but she wasn’t in the mood to be ordered around by someone who was
obviously hurt.

“Get your ass back in that
bed and stay there. You’re taking precious time from the other
injured people by acting like some macho dickhead.” He looked at
her with a surprised look. “I’m not kidding you. Either get in that
bed or so help me, I’ll put you there myself.”

He was chuckling when he went back
around the curtained area. Diamond had to take several deep breaths
before she could continue with her job. The man on the bed moaned
slightly when she took his blood pressure, and she told him she was
sorry. Two more nurses came in an hour later and helped her prep
the limo driver for surgery. An hour after that, she was going to
the other bed.

He didn’t say anything more to her,
but she could feel him watching her every move. The smell of blood
was making her lightheaded, and she realized that she’d not eaten
anything in the past fourteen hours. Her plan had been to have some
leftovers at the house and get into bed.

“You should know that I’m
impressed by you. Not many people would speak to me the way you
did.” She ignored him and cleaned the large wound on his leg. She’d
even taken great pleasure in cutting the expensive suit from him.
He continued talking while she assessed his injury.

“I was wondering if I could
make a phone call. I think my phone was lost sometime after the
accident. I called nine-one-one, and after that I don’t remember
what happened to it.” He smiled at her as she waited on the doctor
to tell her to stitch him up. She closed her eyes for a second,
felt herself sway a little, and popped them back open.

“Your girlfriend will have
to wait. There are no public phones in here for you to use.” She
sat down on the room’s only chair and had to steady herself against
the counter before she fell off it. “If you give me a number, I’ll
make sure she knows where you are.”

The room was spinning. She felt sick.
She had no idea what was going on, and when arms wrapped around
her, she leaned into the strong male chest that held her. Diamond
didn’t even have the strength to lift her head to see who held
her.

“Come on, breathe for me.”
The man on the bed was holding her. “Come on now, you can’t pass
out on me, who would I have to sew me together again?”

“Let me go.” He didn’t, of
course, and she felt herself being lowered to a bed. “I can’t lay
here. Let me up.”

She didn’t have it in her to struggle
with him. Then she heard him laugh again. He was saying something
that made no sense to her. Then she heard another voice, one she
was too tired to make out. But her body began to realize it was in
a good position and it was going to take advantage of it. Sleep
rolled over her like a freight train. Soon she was out.

~~~

Thad watched the young woman sleep. He
had noticed that she was exhausted when she’d been looking at his
driver. He might have stayed and teased her more into arguing with
him if he hadn’t seen that she was close to falling over. Thad
looked up when someone entered the room he’d asked to have her
moved to. He was pleasantly surprised to see Sapphire and
Blair.

“Thad? What are you doing
here?” Sapphire went to the bed as Blair shook his hand. “I
thought…Christ, were you in that accident?”

“Yes. We were nearly to the
turn off on the highway when the car in front of us suddenly just
flipped over. I’m sure there was more than that, but it’s all I saw
when Jasper slammed on the brakes, tossing me to the floor.” He
looked over at the two women, just now realizing that they were
related. “Your sister is a nurse?”

“Yes.” Sapphire brushed
back the hair that had fallen over the woman’s cheek. “She has
worked three doubles this week and was supposed to get off over
seventeen hours ago. She called and told me that she was staying,
but that she was getting off ten hours ago. They are very short
staffed here.”

“Apparently. She looks like
you now that I know the connection. She passed out in my arms and I
had them bring her in here. I’ve been in here with her since
someone stitched up my leg.” He looked down at the white bandage
that covered most of his calf and knee.

“You’ll stay with us until
you’re ready to leave.” Blair didn’t make it sound like a request,
and Thad had to laugh a little. If he didn’t know any better, he’d
swear that the nurse was related to both of them.

“I was told an hour ago
that Jasper, the driver, didn’t make it. And that seven people were
killed out there. Do you know what happened?” When Blair looked at
Sapphire, he knew that they didn’t know either, but before he could
ask, the woman sat up suddenly.

“Oh God, I’m going to be
sick.” Sapphire helped her move off the bed and to the bathroom.
Both he and Blair stood there watching as the door was opened and
both women disappeared into what appeared to be a
bathroom.

“She’s been working for
eleven days straight. It’s a small wonder she’d not passed out
before now. We’ve been trying for a week to get her to tell them
no, but she won’t.” Blair sat in the other chair and smiled at him
as he continued. “I’m sure she’s going to tell me that she will
take some time off, but I’m betting that she won’t. Too much like
her sister in that respect.”

“What’s her name?” He had
no idea why he wanted to know. “She tore into me earlier when I
told her to take care of Jasper. Spit fire little thing, isn’t
she?”

“Diamond, and she’s been
known to hold her own.” Blair stood up when the door opened again,
and there stood the two women. When Thad started to stand, she
glared at him. What he wouldn’t give to see if she had that much
passion when making love.

The thought had come from nowhere and
he was a little startled by it. He had never had those kinds of
thoughts about women that had been as rude to him and as mouthy as
she’d been. He stood anyway just to see her get pissy again. She
didn’t disappoint him.

“What is wrong with you?
Sit down before you open your wound again. I swear to you that I’ve
never seen a man so bent on hurting himself.” She moved to the
chair behind him and shoved it under him. He had no choice but to
sit. “Blair, will you see if I can stay until this moron is
released?”

Before he could tell her that he’d
been released while she’d been napping, Blair snapped at her.
“You’ll get your ass to your locker and put your stuff in my truck.
I’m not allowing you to work another minute more
looking—”

The low growl from Diamond had all of
them tensing up. Thad watched as Blair took a step back when
Diamond moved toward him.

“You listen here, you big,
overgrown pup. I will do as I damned well please, and you’ll learn
to live with it. You do not allow
me to do squat, do you understand me? I’m a grown
woman.”

“Then act like it.” Thad
hadn’t realized he’d spoken out loud until she turned to him, but
it was too late now. “You’ve passed out in my arms, puked what
little there was on your belly up, and can barely stand up without
holding onto someone. If you don’t want people to treat you like a
childish brat, then don’t act like a kid without a nap and do what
you’re told.”

She took a step toward him, and he
stood up. He felt his wound tear open, but he wasn’t going to back
down from her. She looked…delicious was what came to mind, and he
wanted to taste her fiery lips as much as he needed his next
breath. When she stood there glaring at him for what seemed a
lifetime, he took a step toward her, only to have her take one step
back.

“I don’t like
you.”

He grinned, thinking if that’s all she
had he was going to have a great deal of fun with her.

“Most people don’t.
Actually, I think that other than your sister and her husband, no
one does. Not even my own family.”

“I can see why. You’re
bossy and stupid with this self-proclaimed power that you think
everyone should just jump when you say so.” He wanted to test her
theory about him and have her kiss him but was actually afraid
she’d hurt him. “I’m not one of your minions.”

“No, you’re not. One of
my minions, as you
called them, would never have spoken to me the way you have and
gotten away with it. I’ll have to think of a proper punishment for
you. Maybe I could think of something while I’m recuperating at
your home.”

Diamond jerked her gaze to Blair so
quickly that he wanted to laugh. The man looked like he he’d been
pinned to the wall. And Thad had a feeling that whatever he had
planned for the little nurse wasn’t going to be anything compared
to what she had in store for the big man she was staring
down.

The door opening behind her had Thad
want to shove her behind him to protect her. He had no idea where
that thought had come from either, and was worried he might have
hit his head harder than they all thought. He was just about to ask
the doctor that when she turned on Diamond. He was glad now that he
was there to see this, because there was no way he would have
believed it if anyone would have told him.

“You should have told me no
when I asked you to work extra. Now I’m down one nurse because you
had to get sick in the middle—”

“I told you no. Repeatedly,
as a matter of fact. And also the day before that and the day
before that too, if you’ll remember correctly, when you asked me to
work double shift after double shift. And today you said that I’d
only work a half a shift after you’d begged me to work another
double today. I was here for nearly nine hours after that supposed
time to get off.” Diamond moved toward the doctor and had her
backed up against the door. “You can kiss my ass. I
quit.”

The doctor looked around the room as
if she had no idea what had just happened, and she was still
standing there when Diamond shoved past her and into the hall.
Sapphire was moving to go with her sister when the doctor, Talley
he thought her name was, finally came back to herself.

“She can’t quit.” Blair
nodded when she looked at him. “There is no reason for her to get
all upset over this. I was…I was just worried, that’s all. I
usually get pissed off, then I…she didn’t really quit, did
she?”

“I’m pretty sure she just
did.” Blair helped him gather up his things as he continued talking
to the doctor, who still looked like she’d been pole axed. “She’ll
need to make arrangements to gather her last check I would assume.
And there had better be no problems with it, or so help me I’ll own
you and this hospital at the end of the day.”

Thad had never seen this side of Blair
Henson before. He’d always been so laid back and easy. This man was
hard yet quiet in his demands, and Thad had no doubt that they were
demands either. And apparently neither did the good
doctor.

“I’ll make sure it’s
correct. But I’d like to talk to her. I’d like to tell her how
sorry I am and that I’d very much like for her to reconsider her
quitting. She’s the best nurse I have.”

“Then you should have
thought before you spoke.” Blair turned to her then and smiled. It
wasn’t a friendly smile, Thad realized. It was actually sort of
scary. “Don’t fuck with my family, doctor, and I won’t your job.
Leave my sister-in-law alone, both of them.”

“You think that Ruby will
quit too?” The panic in her voice made Thad think that Blair was a
great deal more of a big deal around here than he’d ever realized.
The man simply oozed power and obedience. Thad found he wanted to
please the man as well, and he wasn’t even on the receiving end of
his anger.

As he was wheeled out, he
began to think of ways to get back at the pretty little nurse.
The unemployed pretty little nurse. There was something very appealing about
her, and he wanted to explore the things that made him want to get
to know her better. Smiling, he looked up at Blair.

“What if your sister-in-law
were to take care of me when I’m at your home? You know, see to my
wound and help me around? I’d be more than glad to pay her.” He
tried to look innocent but was sure he was failing. “I could also
see the next set of plans that you and Sapphire have for me while
I’m here.”

“It’ll be up to her, but I
got the feeling she didn’t care for you overly much.” Blair looked
at him hard, and Thad had to work at not squirming under such
scrutiny. “She will more than likely give Talley another try, but I
can’t for the life of me see why. The woman would suck her dry if
Diamond let her.”

“I don’t know, Blair. I
have a feeling Diamond is a great deal stronger than she looks. I’m
betting she could take her on without much in the way of trouble.”
He smiled when he thought of the sponge baths he was going to
receive from the girl. “You think she’s any good at chess? I would
love to find someone to challenge me in a few games while I’m
here.”

He’d been introduced to strip chess
when he’d been in college. Back then it had been a way to get a
girl naked without having to buy her dinner first. He and his
roommates had been really good at it too, and it had gotten him the
reputation of being quite the player, in more ways than one. Thad
was sliding into the truck when he realized he didn’t even know if
Diamond was seeing anyone. Not that it mattered, he supposed. He
just wanted a good time, nothing long term was in his future if it
involved love and women. Never again.


Chapter 2

 


“So help me, if you say
that to me again, I’m going to pop you in the face when I get
there.” Diamond looked at the man standing in the line at the
grocery. He’d been arguing with someone on the other end of his
phone since she’d walked up behind him five minutes ago. She looked
around to see if anyone would open another lane so she could get
out of the way when this guy blew his top. All she wanted to do was
pick up some ice cream and go home to eat the entire container
while feeling sorry for herself. She’d never been unemployed
before, and she was going to enjoy every second of it. This
wouldn’t be all that long. At least she hoped not. Just long enough
for her to talk Doctor Talley into letting her come back to
work.

“There is no fucking way
that I’m going to put up with your shit any longer.” He turned and
glared at her as if whatever was going on was somehow her fault.
“You had better have your shit out of my house by the time I get
there, or so help me, hell will be paid. And all by
you.”

She was never sure when someone was
finished with a call when they used an ear device and were actually
talking to her or still in conversation with the person on the
phone. So when he snapped his fingers in front of her face several
times, she was startled enough to take a step back. His laughter
did nothing for her horrible mood.

“You know, you really
should be aware of your surroundings when you’re talking on one of
those things. Perhaps I didn’t care to hear you arguing with your
friend, and I might have found your use of language offensive.” She
watched as his face turned a nice shade of purple before she
continued. “And for your information, snapping your fingers in
front of my face will get the shit knocked out of you someday
too.”

“Fuck off, bitch. If you
didn’t like the conversation, perhaps you shouldn’t have been
listening. And it’s a free country last I looked, so I can say what
the fuck I want, when the fuck I want to. So fuck you.” She smiled
at him and thought of all the things she’d like to do to him if he
pushed her just a little more. “Women like you, all uptight and
coldhearted, shouldn’t be out among others like me. You need to
find a man and get fucked. You might feel better.”

Over the limit, her mind screamed at
her, but she took a step back. But when he pressed his finger to
her forehead and told her to get a clue, it was not only over the
limit, but had raced the fuck over the finish line and into the
next realm. Her fist came out and connected with his face so fast
she’d not even realized she’d hit him until he started screaming
like a little girl. Then someone called the police. And when they
arrived fifteen minutes later, her mood did not improve.

“Miss Erickson, I’m sorry,
but Mr. Caldwell said you hit him without any provocation.” She
looked at the police officer who was standing between her and the
man she’d hit. Several times as it turned out.

“Who’s Mr. Caldwell?” He
nodded toward the man that had pissed her off. “Oh. I didn’t know
what his name was. But as for no provocation, I’d say that’s a
false statement. He called me names, and when I tried to back away
from him, he punched his finger into my forehead and told me to
fuck off. And he called me coldhearted and said I needed to get
laid so I could feel better. Actually, what he said was I should
find a man and get fucked. Then I’d feel better.”

She heard someone laugh behind her but
didn’t turn as they put Caldwell into the other ambulance. Diamond
had had enough of people today and wasn’t going to engage in any
more verbal disputes. She looked at the officer, who she only just
realized was a wolf when he suddenly stiffened. He quickly told her
she was free to go. She just knew it was going to be Blair or her
sister behind her. When the large hand pressed against her
shoulder, she was actually relieved to know it was Blair and not
Sapphire. But that was short lived when Thad spoke.

“Perhaps you need to enroll
in anger management classes.” She heard Blair tell Thad to hush,
but the stupid man seemed to like egging her on. “Or maybe some
yoga. You might benefit from a few classes that show you creative
ways to channel your anger.”

“He told me to get fucked
and I’d feel better.” The hand on her shoulder tightened and she
had to put her hand over Blair’s before he hurt her more. “He also
called me a bitch, which, actually I am, but what really made me
take offense was when he said I was coldhearted.” She stood up to
leave when she was pressed back into the gurney she was sitting on.
Blair handed her the ice pack that had fallen from her cheek. Thad
pulled it away when she tried to cover her face with it.

“Did he hit you?” She
nodded at Thad and felt the tears threaten again. “Where is
he?”

“He was taken away when
they figured out I’d broken his arm. I told him not to grab me
again, but he just wouldn’t listen.” She looked up at Blair, who
was still holding onto her arm. “I’d very much like to go home now.
The police said it was okay for me to leave as soon as you got
here. Can you take me home?”

“Come on, baby.” She was
helped to stand by Blair and felt Thad standing a little too close
to her. She wondered what he was doing there when Blair told her.
“I was taking him back to the hotel where his things were so he can
stay at the house. He was in the truck when Sapphire called
me.”

She nodded. Well, she supposed, he
really was staying at the house. He’d better stay the hell away
from her or he’d really be hurt. Stretching her neck, she tried to
calm her wolf. She’d been pissy with her since she’d left the
hospital. When she climbed into the backseat of Blair’s truck, she
leaned her head back and closed her eyes. It had been one hell of a
day, and it was only three in the afternoon.

Diamond must have fallen asleep,
because the next thing she knew, she was being shaken awake. Twice
she tried to push the person away, and both times she was told to
wake up. When she finally did open her eyes, she was staring at
Thad. He was smiling at her like he knew some secret.

“You snore.” She pushed at
him when he spoke. She most certainly did not snore. “You do. It’s
sort of a soft purr, but I don’t think you’re much of a cat. I
don’t know why, but I see you more of a…I don’t know, something
that would tear a man apart if he pissed her off.”

He had no idea. Blair and Sapphire had
decided to tell Thad what they were but hadn’t as yet. It’s not
that they didn’t trust the man; he’d paid them when he said he
would and had given them the best contract that Blair said he’d
ever seen. Everyone was happy with him. Diamond hadn’t met him
until today and now she wished she’d been able to postpone that
event for a while longer…like forever.

“Would you mind backing up?
I can’t get out with you hovering over me like some sort of
stalker.” He laughed but moved out of her way. She looked over at
Blair when he chuckled at her too. This was becoming the worst day
of her life. She got out of the truck and moved to the house,
ignoring the men, and only stopped in the kitchen long enough to
give her grandmother a kiss on the cheek and tell Allen, Blair’s
father, hello. She needed a bath and a long night’s sleep. She was
nearly to her room when she heard her name called. Turning to look
at Thad, she wondered what it was about him that made her want to
lash out at him every time he said anything.

“Do you need someone to
scrub your back?” She nearly went back down the stairs and showed
him a thing or two about what she needed, but turned on her heel
and moved the rest of the way up the stairs. She was going to need
therapy after this was finished.

She was pulling her hair up into a
thick ponytail when she heard the knock at the door. She groaned
and nearly told the person to go away when she realized it was her
grandmother.

“I brought you something
light to eat. Blair said you had some ice cream, but it’s all
melted. I’ll get you some tomorrow if you want.” She nodded at her
grandmother and picked up the slices of cheese and some crackers.
“I’ve been fielding calls too. Doctor Jan Talley has called here
several times begging to speak to you. What would you like for me
to tell her?”

“Tell her I’ll call her
tomorrow. I’ve been thinking I was stupid in quitting like that
anyway.” She walked to the tub that was filling and turned off the
taps. “I shouldn’t have let myself get exhausted like that. It’s my
fault, not hers.”

“I don’t think so, but then
you’re the one that has to work with her.” She stood up and left
her the tray. “Sleep until you wake, dear. You’re off for the next
few days and you should enjoy it.”

Diamond soaked in the tub for nearly
an hour, refreshing the water occasionally just to keep it warm. By
the time she rolled out of it, she was as limp as a rag and had
eaten all but one cracker and two slices of cheese. After drying
off, she crawled into bed, wondering if she needed to set her
alarm, but closed her eyes and let sleep take her before she even
picked her phone up to set it. Her last thought was of the arrogant
ass Thad and whether or not he was going to be all right in the
morning.

~~~

Thad discovered three things his first
morning in the big house. First, and probably most importantly, he
was not used to women in large groups. The Erickson women,
including the grandmother, were not a group he’d want to deal with
on a daily basis, especially not in the morning. Secondly, they
didn’t drink coffee, and no matter how much he begged them, no one
would help him get a cup. Third, and now that he thought of it this
should have been first, he was not in as good of shape as he’d
thought he was. There were five flights of stairs to any point in
this house to get to a bathroom and five more to come back down. He
was dying and decided that a treadmill was in order. And where the
hell was Diamond?

“Would you like to go into
the office with me now or when Sapphire comes in after she takes
care of her clients?” Blair leaned down to him and whispered in his
ear. “I’m going to Tim Horton’s on the way into work, and Sapphire
won’t.”

“You. I’m going with you.”
He glanced up at the door when it opened and was disappointed not
to see Diamond. All the other women were there, but not her. He had
some major teasing to do, and she wasn’t there for him to have his
fun. He was hobbling toward the door when he heard one of the
sisters say her name. Thad tried to look like he wasn’t
eavesdropping, but he was, and he was pretty sure Emerald knew it
when she winked at him.

“I took her phone last
night after I knew she was asleep. She didn’t even stir. I did
cover her up though. I didn’t think sleeping naked without at least
a sheet was such a good idea, as tired as she was.” Thad tried not
to swallow too loudly, but the thought of Diamond naked was nearly
too much for him to imagine. “She’s going to go back to work for
that bitch, I just know it.”

Thad knew that Emerald didn’t care for
the doctor. In fact he got the impression that none of them did.
Especially Ruby, who was only going to be a nurse as long as it
took her to get out of med school and become a doctor.

“Well,” Jade said as she
pulled on her boots, “she’ll do what she feels is right and not
what we think. Diamond needs to be a nurse as much as I need to
work outside. And today is the big day.”

They both moved off, and he had a
moment to wonder what the big day was about, but Blair had moved to
the door to leave, and Thad needed his coffee. They were in the
drive-thru lane when Thad finally asked about Diamond.

“She’s all right, isn’t
she? I mean she did almost pass out, then that thing with the guy
at the store. She’s not going to get sick, is she?”

Blair ordered before he answered him.
“Nah, we seldom get sick, but exhaustion is pretty serious, and
Diamond was beyond that. I think she worked for an entire month
recently without a day off before she finally put her foot down.
Sapphire thinks that woman that runs the hospital knows that
Diamond won’t say no to her, and takes advantage.” He handed him
his plain black coffee before he continued. “Diamond was offered a
great job at one of the bigger hospitals recently, and we’re
actually afraid she’ll take it. We don’t want her to move
away.”

Thad had noticed that even though they
fought a great deal, he knew that they were very close. He’d never
had any sisters, and only the one brother, but he’d not seen
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