

[image: ]




PRAISE FOR

How to Have a Jabulous Wedding for $10,000 or Less


“How nice to finally discover that the most important day of your life no longer means taking on a lifetime of debt! Sharon Naylor’s eight easy steps save you thousands of dollars while still allowing you the wedding of your dreams.”

—Beth Reed Ramirez, publisher, Bride Again




“Even if you don’t want to save money (not likely!), Sharon Naylor makes wedding planning easier than imagined. Her smart tips and practical advice will save time, money, and your sanity!”

—Diane Forden, editor in chief, Bridal Guide




“Practical and to the point. Everything a bridal couple wants to know, and more importantly, needs to know. Congratulations!”

—Bettie Bradley, editor, Today’s Bride




“Full of friendly, practical advice, with hundreds of creative ideas for planning a wedding that won’t take you to the cleaners!”

—Sarah Francis, managing editor, Rhode Island Monthly and Rhode Island Monthly’s Bride
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For D.
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Introduction

CONGRATULATIONS ON your upcoming wedding! By now, you’ve been hugged and kissed by everyone you know with their best wishes, you’ve flipped through more than one bridal magazine, and at least one person has ogled your engagement ring with pure envy. Your mind may be filled with visions of your dream wedding—the beautiful princess gown, the seven-tiered cake, the champagne toast, a sea of white roses gracing every inch of your reception hall, all of your guests dancing until the wee hours at your reception, the honeymoon in Maui. The gorgeous images keep coming until reality screeches its tires and brings up the big issue: Wait a minute … What’s all this going to cost?

Facing the money issue is a sobering thought for most brides and grooms. Every one of those white roses, cake layers, and beads on your gown costs something, and the grand tally can knock your socks off. Weddings are expensive. While the Association of Bridal Consultants pins the national average wedding budget at $20,000, I’ve spoken to many brides who spent $20,000 on the reception alone! It’s not unusual to find brides in certain areas of the country, where prices are naturally inflated, spending an average of $40,000 on their weddings, and celebrities might easily spend as much as a million. These are the Checkbooks-of-Gold brides, and this book isn’t for them. This book is for you, the person who wants to plan a gorgeous, elegant wedding within a modest, realistic, responsible budget. I assure you, you can have a beautiful wedding for half the national average cost, without the savings being obvious to your guests and without being disappointed with the outcome.

You’re about to find out that $10,000 can stretch further than you think, even in the high-priced wedding world, where a $32-billion bridal sales industry encourages big spending for “the most important day of your life.” You’re about to plan your own wedding on a budget, so that after it’s over, you’ll have the financial freedom to create a wonderful married life. You just have to have a plan and a good understanding of the “rules” that determine the prices of each of your wedding’s elements.

Let’s get started.

Where Will You Marry?

A 100-guest formal wedding taking place in New York City is going to cost a lot more than a 100-guest formal wedding in Mississippi. Like it or not, price tags vary tremendously depending upon the region of the country in which you’ll be married, just as the styles of weddings vary from state to state. While glitzy formal weddings can be held in any state, there are fundamental price differences between the average wedding in the pricey Northeast and West Coast, the laid-back Midwest, and the deep South. Later in the book, you will see some comparison charts that show vast price ranges depending upon the state in which the wedding item or service is offered, and the style of wedding itself. It’s a fact of life that location does play a role in planning your expenses, so take your region’s price levels into consideration when planning your wedding. If you wish to marry in a higher-priced, higher-income area, you will run into more expensive wedding packages. If you’ll marry in a more moderately priced area, your $10,000 will generally stretch a bit further. It’s difficult to generalize, but your location will determine the price quotes you’ll receive for all of your choices.

When and How Will You Marry?

A wedding held in “high wedding season” in your area—that is, during the most popular months for weddings—will cost more than one held during months of lower demand. This is why the date and time you choose for your wedding will also affect your budget. As you will see in the chapters on choosing a date, time of day, and wedding style, price differentials of 10% to 25% are available when you choose a less-in-demand time. The same goes for the style of your wedding, whether it be a full-fledged reception with cocktail hour and five-course dinner or a simple but elegant cocktail party.

What Kind of Wedding Can You Plan at This Price Level?

The simple answer is … all kinds of weddings are affordable. The arrangement of a budget is a purely individual process. You can plan a full, elegant wedding with all of those roses and that dazzling cake, but to lower the total budget, you will invite fewer guests. Or, you can plan an elegant cocktail party, a champagne and dessert affair, a wonderfully informal backyard wedding, an afternoon brunch, or a classy garden tea to varying degrees of size and elements, all within that $10,000 boundary.

I’ve spoken to many, many wedding coordinators and bridal couples across the country and heard about every style of wedding pulled off for $10,000 without any disappointment. The vast majority of wedding coordinators do strongly agree that a smaller, less formal wedding is far more realistic for a $10,000 budget. In other words, bigger isn’t always better, and all of these coordinators warn that brides are certainly going to reach the inevitable conclusion that the 250-person guest list just isn’t going to be possible, except in rare, homespun cases. These experts just want you to be aware that planning a wedding in any geographic area for $10,000 will be a challenge and may require scaling down the size of the wedding … but it is entirely possible. These coordinators all subscribe to the following general rules of the beautiful budget-wedding:

• While we see many traditional formal weddings with 250 guests on a much larger budget, the $10,000 formal weddings we see are just as lovely, but on a much smaller scale. In some areas, you’re looking at having only fifty or so total guests in order to fit that size budget.

• Among brides on a budget, there is a movement toward weddings held at nontraditional locations that offer the guests something other than the same old formal wedding in a banquet hall. These non-traditional weddings are more affordable, and guests are thrilled at the novelty of an outdoor or backyard celebration, or one held on a boat, at the beach, or even in a museum. These are all realistic options on a $10,000 budget, depending upon your additional plans and choices.

• In many ways, the smaller, more intimate wedding for $10,000 is actually more rewarding to the bride and groom. They will, after all, have more time to enjoy the celebration with fewer tables to visit and fewer hands to shake.

These wedding coordinators and the couples I spoke to said that the most important key to planning a wedding on a budget—and I urge you to hear this now and remember it as you go through this book—is to keep your expectations realistic. While there’s certainly plenty of room for prioritizing your expenses, a practice which may allow you to buy that $3,000 gown and make up for the price differential by shaving expenses in other areas, you must keep a grounded approach to your wedding plans. Throughout this book, you’ll learn exactly how to do that, how to fit many of your dream wedding images into a real-world budget, where to make necessary alterations to your plans, and how to avoid disappointments along the way.

The Very First Steps

Before any major undertaking, such as planning a wedding for half the national average cost, it’s always best to do a little preparation, to set the foundation under you. Before you look at your first dress, scout out your first reception hall, or hire a wedding planner, think about and discuss the following guidelines. Anyone can save money by choosing a $5 favor rather than a $25 favor—those kinds of choices are basic. But to truly create a gorgeous wedding on a budget, you couldn’t take better first steps than these:

1. Prioritize where you want your money to go. Let’s say that you definitely want that $1,500 dream gown. No negotiation, no tailored knockoffs. You. Want. That. Gown. Period. Some brides feel this strongly, and indeed they have a right to. So, that means that 15% of your entire budget goes to the gown. That’s a done deal. Your task now will be to lower the amounts you spend in other areas of your wedding. Perhaps you’ll spend less on your flowers, or you’ll skip the limousines in favor of your groom’s decorated convertible. The art of prioritizing a wedding budget—and it is an art—lies in your ability to move a little extra here and take a little extra from there. Done well, you can bring to life the most important elements of your dream wedding. In chapter 2, you’ll learn all about prioritizing and managing your budget to achieve the best outcome.

2. Be realistic about what your budget will buy. This bears repeating. You will only frustrate yourself if you insist on having exotic stephanotis in your floral arrangements, a designer gown, and a five-course meal for 250 guests. These items may not fit into your budget, depending on where you live. So, always keep realistic numbers and conditions in mind. If you fail to do so, you will not enjoy this process, and few people will enjoy planning it with you.

3. Discuss what you can do without. You might wish to cut some elements out of your wedding altogether. Most couples find they’re happy with the basics when the basics are done well. Spending extra to release doves after the ceremony, or hiring a horse and carriage, or giving guests expensive gifts as favors just isn’t realistic. So sit down and chat about what’s not necessary for your day and then shift that part of the budget to where you’d really like to shine.

4. Focus on the bigger picture, not just the money. The most important part of your day, obviously, is the fact that you’re getting married. You’re taking vows in front of your loved ones and making a lifelong commitment. Would your commitment be any less important if you were to carry a smaller bouquet? Absolutely not. Remember, a wedding is a celebration of your union, and there’s no price tag on what your love and your promises mean to your future. Don’t fall into the trap of thinking a bigger wedding means you love each other more. A more expensive wedding only means that you took vows and spent a fortune doing it.

5. Don’t compete. Sure, your cousin may have just had a $50,000 wedding, but what does that mean to you? The surest way to waste money on a wedding is to compete to impress others or to live up to a family standard of some sort. Throughout the planning process, you will certainly hear either directly or in some implied form the whine, “But what will people think?” Ignore that. Don’t worry what others will think. Don’t compete. You will not be able to plan your wedding on your budget, and enjoy it, with that kind of mind-set. The only wedding you need to think about is your own.

6. Don’t rip yourself off. In an effort to save money on their weddings, some brides cut too deep. They reluctantly agree to do without the dance band or the Viennese dessert table out of a sense of have-to. Because they don’t look to save money or scout out savings in the right ways, they wind up with a wedding that doesn’t meet their personal wishes or even one element of their dream wedding. One bride I spoke to said with a sigh, “My wedding had holes in it,” meaning that she missed the elements she chose to do without. Throughout this book, I’ll share stories of couples who cut too deeply, who now wish to help you avoid their mistakes. Shaving a little off the budget here and there is a wise action, but cutting entire wished-for elements out of the wedding with a resigned sigh and a smothered sense of deprivation is not the way to go. All “cuts” from the wedding plans should be fine with both of you.

7. Take no shortcuts. Large portions of this book will discuss how you can save money by not wasting it. Sounds a little elementary when written in black and white like that, but this is a big key in planning a beautiful wedding on a budget. Invest your time in researching your professionals, stay organized, know what you’re agreeing to, protect your investments. Too many couples waste money by not hiring true professionals or by not handling their time and their available resources well. Their mistakes cost them extra dollars, and that’s the true mark of a badly planned wedding. Nothing hurts more than having to throw away a much-needed portion of a $10,000 budget.

8. Speak up. I’ve saved this tip for last, since I find it to be the most important. You would be surprised at how many discounts and freebies you can get for yourself just by asking for them. Remember, the wedding industry is big business. The professionals in this industry depend upon word of mouth referrals from you to your sisters, friends, and cousins—from your praises alone they can get five more weddings. So, you may find that a reputable wedding professional will be willing to grant you some price breaks if you only ask for them. We’ll discuss that in greater detail later. The same rule applies for family members and friends who offer to help out with the wedding. While I do warn you to consider the realities of having Cousin Ernie man your video camera during the latter half of the reception, there are enormous benefits to allowing others to help out. The couples I spoke to said that the offers they accepted included the use of an aunt and uncle’s summer home on the beach as the setting for the wedding and their ski house as a honeymoon site. In addition, family members may know someone in the floral or catering industry, and big discounts might come your way through those connections. Throughout this book, I’ll encourage you to ask for discounts, to use your personal network and business connections to wrangle great deals, and to speak your mind when you feel an offer is unfair.

Now that you have the basics in mind, it’s time to get started. From the very first foundational decisions for your wedding (size, style, and formality) to the relatively smallest of expenses (tips, taxes, and toss-its), you are well armed with this book to plan a beautiful wedding for less. You have at your disposal the advice of wedding experts, real life tips and warnings from actual brides and grooms from all over the country, and the means to get a realistic look at what $10,000 will buy you in your area, according to your wishes. You couldn’t be better prepared to make the most of your wedding budget, and I welcome the opportunity to work with you, perhaps to inspire you, and to help you create a lovely wedding.


Wedding Day Reflections [image: ]

When I first started out with my wedding plans, I was so disappointed that I just couldn’t afford the enormous, ultra-chic wedding I’d always dreamed of. In fact, a wedding coordinator laughed in my face when I told her that I only had $10,000 to spend. I thought I’d be stuck with a cheapo little wedding that wasn’t what I wanted, until I started putting good budgeting and prioritizing practices into effect. Over time, I found that a smaller, more intimate wedding meant that I could have the glamorous elements I wanted, just on a smaller scale. And my husband and I were thrilled at the day we planned because it was truly about “us” and not about the meal or the decorations or the entertainment. Our guests complimented us profusely, because we’d planned a beautiful little wedding that they enjoyed. Take it from me, money isn’t everything.

—Erica



Your Wedding Planning Timetable

One Year Before the Wedding


	[image: ] Announce your engagement


	[image: ] Attend engagement parties


	[image: ] Discuss as a couple what your shared wishes are for the wedding of your dreams


	[image: ] Discuss your wedding plans with any family members who will participate in planning (or paying for) the wedding


	[image: ] Begin looking through magazines and books for wedding-day ideas


	[image: ] Hire a wedding coordinator (if you so choose)


	[image: ] Choose the wedding date (and backup dates for booking purposes)


	[image: ] Inform your family and friends of the wedding date


	[image: ] Assess your wedding budget


	[image: ] Decide who will pay for what


	[image: ] Decide what part of your budget will get the most money (i.e., gown, reception, flowers, etc.)


	[image: ] Begin online and phone research for dates, prices, and options


	[image: ] Request brochures for destination weddings


	[image: ] Create an organization system for all wedding plans (file folders, computer program, etc.)


	[image: ] Decide on the level of formality


	[image: ] Make up your own personal guest list


	[image: ] Request guest lists from parents, fiancé’s parents, and siblings


	[image: ] Create your final guest list


	[image: ] Select and book your ceremony location


	[image: ] Select and book your ceremony officiant


	[image: ] Discuss your ceremony plans with your officiant


	[image: ] Select and book your reception site


	[image: ] Research and book rental item agency, if necessary


	[image: ] Create rental-item needs list


	[image: ] Visit with rental agency planner to look at their supplies, choose linen colors, china patterns, etc.


	[image: ] Choose the members of your bridal party and inform them of their roles


	[image: ] Choose and order your wedding gown and veil


	[image: ] Collect the bridesmaids’ size cards and ordering information


	[image: ] Choose and book your bridesmaids’ gowns


	[image: ] Choose a florist and meet with the floral consultant


	[image: ] Choose and book a caterer


	[image: ] Choose and book a cake baker


	[image: ] Choose and book a photographer


	[image: ] Choose and book a videographer


	[image: ] Choose and book your reception entertainment, DJ, or band


	[image: ] Choose and book a limousine or classic-car company


	[image: ] Start looking at invitation samples and select your desired design


	[image: ] Place engagement photo and announcement in local newspapers


	[image: ] Notify your boss about your upcoming wedding and arrange for time off for the wedding week or weeks




Nine Months Before the Wedding


	[image: ] Find out your local marriage license requirements


	[image: ] Meet with your officiant about ceremony elements and premarital classes


	[image: ] Meet with the caterer to discuss the menu, wedding setup, requirements, etc.


	[image: ] Plan your beverage requirements and bar setup


	[image: ] Select packages with the photographer and videographer


	[image: ] Select packages with the entertainment


	[image: ] Meet with your florist to design bouquets and floral décor


	[image: ] Meet with your travel agent to plan the honeymoon


	[image: ] Choose and book your honeymoon


	[image: ] Apply for passports and travel visas, if necessary


	[image: ] Notify out-of-town guests of the wedding date so that they may make travel plans


	[image: ] Order your invitations


	[image: ] Order your wedding programs


	[image: ] Order your stationery


	[image: ] Order your wedding rings


	[image: ] Have your wedding rings engraved (if you so choose)


	[image: ] Reserve all the rental equipment (tents, chairs, tables, linens, etc.)


	[image: ] Choose and reserve a block of rooms for your guests at a nearby hotel


	[image: ] Book your honeymoon suite for the wedding night






Six Months Before the Wedding


	[image: ] Order preprinted napkins, matchbooks, etc.


	[image: ] Create maps to the ceremony and reception locations to enclose in the invitations


	[image: ] Begin to plan the rehearsal dinner


	[image: ] Begin writing your vows


	[image: ] Select the ceremony music


	[image: ] Select the ceremony readings


	[image: ] Audition ceremony music performers


	[image: ] Book musical performers for the ceremony


	[image: ] Register for your wedding gifts


	[image: ] Send for name-change information, if necessary


	[image: ] Book the hotel rooms for guests


	[image: ] Book wedding-night accommodations for the bride and groom


	[image: ] Arrange for transportation for guests


	[image: ] Plan “wedding weekend” activities, such as brunches, sporting events, barbecues, and children’s events, if necessary


	[image: ] Begin pre-wedding beauty treatments: skin care, relaxation, massage, tanning, etc.


	[image: ] If holding an at-home wedding, hire a landscaper to level your lawn, remove weeds, trim shrubs, add extra plants or flower beds, mulch, etc.






Three Months Before the Wedding


	[image: ] Get your marriage license, following your state’s requirements


	[image: ] Go for blood tests, following your state’s time requirements


	[image: ] Attend premarital classes, as required by your faith


	[image: ] Choose and rent the men’s wedding wardrobes


	[image: ] Begin gown fittings


	[image: ] Choose shoes and accessories for the wedding day


	[image: ] Schedule the bridesmaids’ fittings


	[image: ] Help the bride’s and groom’s parents choose their wedding day attire


	[image: ] Choose the children’s wedding day attire


	[image: ] Consult with your wedding coordinator for updates and confirmations


	[image: ] Consult with the caterer or banquet hall manager for updates


	[image: ] Complete writing your vows


	[image: ] Ask your favorite relatives and friends to perform readings at the ceremony


	[image: ] Finalize the selections of ceremony readings and music


	[image: ] Submit a song “wish list” to DJ or band you’ve hired


	[image: ] Submit a picture “wish list” to the photographer


	[image: ] Submit a video “wish list” to the videographer


	[image: ] Arrange for baby-sitters to watch guests’ kids on the wedding day


	[image: ] Finalize and book plans for the rehearsal dinner






Two Months Before the Wedding


	[image: ] Go for fittings of your wedding gown


	[image: ] Choose and purchase your “going away” outfit and honeymoon clothes


	[image: ] Address the invitations to guests


	[image: ] Assemble the invitation packages


	[image: ] Buy “Love” stamps at the post office


	[image: ] Mail out invitations six to eight weeks prior to the wedding


	[image: ] Order or make the wedding programs


	[image: ] Order or make the wedding favors


	[image: ] Meet with the ceremony musician about the song list


	[image: ] Have the attendants’ shoes dyed in one dye lot


	[image: ] Formally ask friends to participate in the wedding, such as guest book attendant, wedding gift transporter, etc.


	[image: ] Send for all of your name-change documents, such as passport, credit cards, driver’s license, etc.


	[image: ] Pose for the formal pre-wedding portrait


	[image: ] Enlarge and frame a portrait of the two of you for the ceremony entrance






One Month Before the Wedding


	[image: ] Pick up your marriage license


	[image: ] Meet with your officiant to get final information on the ceremony elements, rules of the location, etc.


	[image: ] Invite your officiant to the rehearsal dinner


	[image: ] Plan the rehearsal


	[image: ] Invite the bridal party and participating guests to the rehearsal and rehearsal dinner


	[image: ] Confirm your honeymoon plans


	[image: ] Confirm your wedding-night hotel reservations


	[image: ] Get all incoming guests’ arrival times at airports and train stations


	[image: ] Arrange for transportation of guests to their hotel


	[image: ] Arrange for transportation needs of guests throughout the wedding weekend


	[image: ] Make a beauty appointment for the wedding day


	[image: ] Visit your hairstylist to “practice” hairstyles for the big day


	[image: ] Get a pre-wedding haircut


	[image: ] Go for your gown fitting


	[image: ] Pick up your wedding bands


	[image: ] Attend showers


	[image: ] Write thank-you notes for your shower gifts (by hand, no shortcuts!)


	[image: ] Call the wedding guests who have not RSVP’d to get the final head count


	[image: ] Make up a seating chart for the reception


	[image: ] Write up your seating place cards and table numbers


	[image: ] Pick up your honeymoon travel tickets and information books


	[image: ] Make up the welcome gift baskets for guests


	[image: ] Purchase gifts for each other, parents, bridal party, honored guests


	[image: ] Wrap and label the gifts


	[image: ] Arrange for wedding-day transportation for the bridal party if they will not be in limos


	[image: ] Purchase a unity candle


	[image: ] Purchase the garters (get two—one for keeping, one for tossing)


	[image: ] Purchase the toasting flutes


	[image: ] Purchase the cake knife


	[image: ] Purchase the guest book


	[image: ] Purchase the postwedding toss-its (birdseed, flower petals, bubbles, bells, etc.) and decorate or personalize small containers (if you so choose)


	[image: ] Purchase the throwaway wedding cameras






One Week Before the Wedding


	[image: ] Confirm all wedding plans with all wedding vendors, having them tell you what date, time, and place they have on record.


	[image: ] Caterer (give final head count now!)


	[image: ] Florist (give delivery instructions now!)


	[image: ] Cake baker


	[image: ] Photographer


	[image: ] Videographer


	[image: ] Ceremony musicians


	[image: ] Reception entertainers


	[image: ] Officiant


	[image: ] Ceremony site manager


	[image: ] Reception site manager


	[image: ] Wedding coordinator


	[image: ] Limousine company (give directions now!)


	[image: ] Rental company agent





	[image: ] Pay final deposits for all services


	[image: ] Place tips and fees in marked envelopes for such participants as the officiant, ceremony musicians, coordinator, valets, etc.


	[image: ] If supplying your own beverages, conduct a shopping trip (with plenty of assistants) to the local discount liquor and beverage supply house for a major spree


	[image: ] Drop off guest welcome baskets at the hotel


	[image: ] Pick up your wedding gown


	[image: ] Groom picks up his tux


	[image: ] Groom and ushers pick up the tux accessories, socks, shoes, etc.


	[image: ] Pack for the honeymoon


	[image: ] Break in your wedding-day shoes


	[image: ] Remind the groom to get new shoes for the wedding day


	[image: ] Remind the groom to get a haircut for the wedding day


	[image: ] Arrange for house and pet sitters


	[image: ] Notify the local police department of your upcoming absence, so that they can watch your property


	[image: ] Get travelers’ checks (if you so choose)


	[image: ] Plan wedding-day brunch, and inform the bridal party about it


	[image: ] Plan your special toasts


	[image: ] Submit your address change notification to the post office (if you will be moving after the honeymoon)


	[image: ] Attend the bachelor’s/bachelorette’s party (consider telling attendants and friends that this week would be good for you, as you do not want to be out the night before your wedding)






The Day Before the Wedding


	[image: ] Supervise delivery of rental items to the wedding location


	[image: ] Supervise setup of all items at the wedding location


	[image: ] Finish packing your suitcases and carry-ons for the wedding night and honeymoon


	[image: ] Stock your bag with your car keys, house keys, passports, ID cards, marriage license, wedding night and honeymoon hotel confirmations, medications, ATM card, etc.


	[image: ] Arrange for someone to leave your car, with your suitcases in the trunk, securely in your wedding-night hotel’s parking lot for use the next day


	[image: ] Lay out all your wedding-day wardrobe and accessories


	[image: ] Very important: Discuss with all residents in your home the shower/bath time schedule for the next day!


	[image: ] Hand out printed directions to all family members and bridal party members


	[image: ] Confirm times for all the attendants to show up on the wedding day and where to go


	[image: ] Confirm with reliable friends/relatives that they will transport your wedding gifts to their home for safekeeping


	[image: ] Arrange for an honor attendant or reliable relative to be in charge of handing out the payment envelopes


	[image: ] Hit the ATM to get cash on hand for emergencies, tips, valet, etc.


	[image: ] Assemble an emergency bag with extra stockings, lipstick, pressed powder, emery boards, cell phone, etc.


	[image: ] Gas up the cars


	[image: ] Go to the beauty salon to get waxed and tweezed


	[image: ] Stock up on supplies for the wedding-morning breakfast


	[image: ] Place the last call to the caterer or coordinator to answer last-minute questions


	[image: ] Attend rehearsal


	[image: ] Attend rehearsal dinner


	[image: ] Get a good night’s sleep!






On the Wedding Day


	[image: ] Set out favors and place cards at the reception site, if the manager will not be doing it


	[image: ] Set out postwedding toss-its where appropriate at the ceremony site


	[image: ] Set out the guest book and pen


	[image: ] Attend the bridal brunch


	[image: ] Have your hair and nails done at the beauty salon and have a massage there as well


	[image: ] Have your snapshot photos taken at home (if you so choose)


	[image: ] Double-check that someone responsible has arranged for your suitcases to go to your hotel room or the car that will be taking you to the airport


	[image: ] Double-check that the appropriate people have the wedding rings for transport to the ceremony


	[image: ] Make sure the bag with your car keys, house keys, ID cards, passports, etc. travels with you to the wedding and thus to the wedding-night accommodations


	[image: ] Relax and know that everything will be fine!




The Day After the Wedding (tasks for responsible family members or friends if bride and groom have left for their honeymoon)


	[image: ] Have someone supervise the rental company’s cleanup of the site, if necessary


	[image: ] Get a signed receipt for the return of all rented items


	[image: ] Have tuxes returned to the rental store


	[image: ] Hold a day-after breakfast or brunch for guests and bridal party


	[image: ] Graciously accept all compliments on the wedding


	[image: ] Transport guests to airports, train stations, etc. for their rides home
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The First Step

Size, Style, and Formality

SIZE. STYLE. Formality. These “Big Three” decide the depth and breadth of any wedding, not just a wedding on a budget. Size, style, and formality determine not just the financial aspect of your celebration but also the location, the décor, the menu, the type of entertainment, even the kinds of pictures you’ll wind up with. So, as you start your wedding-planning journey, begin with these very crucial issues in order to set the parameters of the event you will create.

Before we begin discussing the various sizes and styles of your possible wedding scenario, I must remind you again to think about the types of wedding services that are available in your area. In some regions of the country, you can plan two weddings for $10,000. In others, you might not be able to get the gown you want for that amount. Since I am writing for all of you, for brides in every corner of the country, I am bound by practicality to deal with the national averages spent on each aspect of a wedding. I must generalize on amounts, but I encourage you to apply the practices I mention to your own specific regional offerings.

Size Does Matter

IT’S a matter of simple math. Having 200 wedding guests at a reception hall where the price per head is $75 means you will spend $15,000. No gown, no cake, no photographer. Take those 200 guests and put them at a much more informal reception where the price per head is $30, and you’re at $6,000. If you invite 100 people to the same two weddings, you’ll pay $7,500 for the formal reception and $3,000 for the informal one. Obviously, the bottom line is: “If you want a formal wedding, invite fewer people.” I wish it weren’t so, but those are the cold, hard facts.

So, how large a wedding do you want? Are you set on a big event with your enormous extended family, your groom’s enormous extended family, all of your clients and colleagues, college roommates, high school friends, and everyone’s kids? Would you be sorely disappointed if you couldn’t have a wedding that includes all of your loved ones? Or would you be happy—perhaps even relieved—if your wedding was a more intimate affair shared with just your immediate family and closest friends? For some brides, this may mean only fifty, thirty, or twenty guests, and they’re perfectly fine without the huge guest list.

How many guests do you want at your wedding? Would it break your heart to limit your list to only fifty people, if that number were all you could afford for the more formal wedding you’ve dreamed of? It’s crucially important at this early stage for you to be honest about who you wish to include in your wedding. Sit down with your fiancé and talk guest list in terms of “How big do we want this wedding to be?” If your parents are involved in the planning, they too will need a serious sit-down discussion, best done with price lists from area wedding vendors to show them the true expenses in black and white, bringing into perspective their own visions of that huge wedding. Many parents get carried away when it comes time to create the guest list, wanting all of their friends and colleagues to attend. It’s very important, right now, to lay down the law about having a limited guest list. Consider it a preemptive strike that will avoid later battles.


Don’t Panic!

Right now, you might be tempted to throw up your hands and shout, “Forget it! I’m doomed to a tiny, nothing wedding!” I urge you not to panic. You haven’t yet seen the many ways in which you’ll be able to stretch your budget to have the wedding you want. Since I always encourage brides and grooms to create the weddings of their dreams, I am not going to encourage you to “settle” for wedding plans that may fit your budget but don’t even come close to your true wedding vision. Yes, it will be a challenge to create your much-wished-for wedding on a budget, but it is possible. By making adjustments to size, style, and formality—changes you can live with—your wedding will come together to your satisfaction.



USE THE TIER SYSTEM FOR YOUR GUEST LIST

When couples are just starting to look at the size of the guest list as a major factor in their budget, I always advise them to write out a sample guest list. This isn’t going to be the final list, but it does put some actual numbers into perspective. Here’s your first task: On your computer, or on a few sheets of paper, write down your proposed guests according to a ranking system. The best method for this is to assign “tiers” to your guests. By this, I don’t mean that people in Tier 1 are the people who give you the best birthday gifts. Your list might follow this example:


	Tier 1: Parents, sisters, brothers, in-laws, your own children, grandparents, godparents


	Tier 2: Aunts, uncles, first cousins, great-aunts, great-uncles


	Tier 3: Second cousins and extended cousins you’re close to


	Tier 4: Closest friends


	Tier 5: Clients and colleagues with whom you are very close


	Tier 5: Close friends whom you haven’t seen in a while


	Tier 6: Extended family whom you haven’t seen in a while


	Tier 7: Clients and colleagues with whom you are merely just friendly, as well as parents’ clients and colleagues


	Tier 8: Neighbors, children’s friends


	And so on




You get the picture. By creating this ranking list, you’ll see just how many people are must-haves at your wedding and how many others you can invite if the budget allows. I know it seems a bit odd to “rank” your loved ones, but I’ve found it’s the best way to determine the true size of your wedding, according to the most important factor: who you want to share your day with.

DON’T FORGET THE LITTLE ONES

What do you do about the children? Perhaps many of your guests have kids. Perhaps you haven’t even seen your college roommate’s baby yet, and this wedding would be a great chance to do that. Whether or not to invite children is often a major sticking point in wedding guest list plans. As a wedding consultant at AllExperts.com, I receive letters from hundreds of brides and grooms who ask how they should handle the issue of guests wanting to bring their children to the wedding. As always, I must answer that it’s a purely individual decision. At most formal weddings, children other than the couple’s own kids and the children in the bridal party are not invited. Guests are informed of that rule through the wording of the invitation and perhaps by your diplomatic reminder of space and budget constraints when parents call for permission to bring their kids. At less formal and outdoor weddings, however, children are often invited as part of an extended family event.

If you’re undecided about whether or not to invite children, remember that many caterers charge full price for even the smallest child. So, you might be paying $50 per head for a six-year-old who just picks from the cheese platter all night. Although some kindly caterers offer lower rates for children, you do have to think of your budget when deciding if children are a must for you.

If you leave children off the guest list, it’s a good idea to provide some sort of baby-sitting services for the parents who will be dancing the night away at your reception. Some couples with larger budgets do pick up the expense of hiring on-site, well-trained, and certified baby-sitters to watch the kids in one place, either at a side room near the wedding or in the parents’ hotel rooms. On a tighter budget, you might choose to prescreen qualified baby-sitters in your area and then send your invited guests a printed phone list of their names so they can do the hiring. As an added bonus: The arrival of this baby-sitter slip in the mail or e-mail makes it clear to your guests that the children are not invited to the reception (in case the etiquette of the invitation wording isn’t clear to them).

Now that you have a general idea of how many guests you’d like to invite, you can start thinking about the style and formality of your wedding.

A Matter of Style

No question, the most common wedding style that comes to mind is the formal one. The couple is usually married in a house of worship, and then everyone goes to the reception hall where they enter a lavish cocktail-hour buffet and then proceed to the ballroom for the sit-down or buffet meal, entertainment and dancing, the throwing of the bouquet, and the cutting of the cake. That’s the standard wedding style. According to the Association of Bridal Consultants, 89% of brides and grooms have such weddings. (While we’re on the subject of national averages as reported by associations like this one, the average number of wedding guests is 192, and the average amount spent on a reception is $4,217.)


Cutting the Guest List… Diplomatically

Since keeping the guest list on a smaller scale is key to planning a wedding on a budget here are some ways to limit your guest head count:

• Don’t give an “And Guest” invitation to any guests who aren’t in a serious relationship. I know, the etiquette books say that it’s only proper to give adult guests the chance to bring a date, but you’re on a budget. You’d rather have a friend from college at your big day than someone’s Rent-a-Date. So, explain to your single guests that space and budget prevent you from allowing them an “And Guest,” as much as you wish you could. Then point out that weddings are great places to meet other unaccompanied singles.

• Hire a DJ, not a band. It is a matter of courtesy to feed the entertainers. That means including them in the headcount for the caterer. Think, would you rather spend $60 for one DJ to eat, or $480 for an eight-person band to eat?

• Sometimes a relative might call to ask if their teenager can “bring a friend” for his or her comfort level at a party full of strangers. Unfortunately, you’ll have to take a stand against this kind of guest list add-on. Explain that you wish you could, but there’s just no room.

• Avoid the “If/Then” thing, such as, “If I invite one of my sorority sisters to the wedding, then I have to invite all twelve.” Don’t put that kind of political pressure on yourself. Either just invite the ones you’re closest to or don’t invite any if they’re not dear, close friends.

• Avoid outside pressures. Parents can be sneaky little devils sometimes. So, if you find a name or two scribbled onto the guest list in Mom’s handwriting, stand up and say no. You might think it’s better to include the person in order to avoid a parental argument, but this kind of intrusive takeover of your decisions is a little bad habit that can grow and increase throughout the planning if you let it go.

• Choose a smaller bridal party. Having fewer bridesmaids or ushers not only translates into fewer “And Guests,” it also means fewer gifts to your bridal party.




Wedding Day Reflections [image: ]

We never really thought about a backyard wedding until we ran out of sites that fit our budget. Once it was suggested to us, once we saw that a really beautiful tent in my parents’ big backyard would make a great setting for our day, we began to plan a more gorgeous wedding than we ever could have created if we followed the traditional model.

—Wendy and Alan



The tradition of the formal wedding is a long-standing one, and you’ll be happy to know that this option is not out of your realm of possibilities. As you’ll see later, you can have a formal wedding if you take the right steps with regard to the timing and details in your planning process. At this time, however, I’d like to place some alternative ideas before you, just to get you thinking about other styles that might fit your budget and your preferences.

OUTDOOR WEDDINGS

Take the outdoor wedding, whether it be a beach wedding, a backyard wedding, or even a wedding held on a yacht. These alternatives are part of a growing trend and represent a departure from the usual, traditional, indoor wedding described above. An outdoor wedding adds a unique quality to a marriage ceremony, as the bride and groom take their vows with nature as their backdrop, perhaps with the sound of rolling surf as the ceremony’s accompaniment. In my book, The Complete Outdoor Wedding Planner, I discuss the ins and outs of planning this popular style of wedding, including the built-in budget-busting aspects of some types of outdoor affairs. Is an outdoor wedding always less expensive than a traditional indoor wedding? No, I can’t promise that. The cost is in the details, and an outdoor wedding can be every bit as expensive as a wedding held at the ritziest five-star hotel. It’s the style of the outdoor wedding, the more informal setup and offerings of a backyard bash or the more laid-back appeal of a small yacht wedding, that might open up new vistas for your wedding vision on a budget.

An outdoor ceremony can be any style, from the sit-down formal wedding to the more informal. I’ve heard stories from brides who planned on-the-beach clambakes with their guests sporting informal outfits or backyard barbecues with scrumptious Hawaiian-themed menus and tiki torches lighting the grounds. I’ve also heard raves about smaller, more intimate, but ultraformal parties aboard a friend’s yacht in New York harbor, complete with a champagne toast to the Statue of Liberty and a menu featuring lobster tails and caviar. Clearly, these brides opened up their creativity more so than their wallets and planned weddings that were uniquely “them.”

BRUNCH WEDDINGS

Another hot trend in wedding styles does away with the big dinner. As you’ll see in chapter 4, the time of day greatly affects the entire price tag for the wedding. So, what about a lavish brunch instead of that cocktail party buffet and the five-course meal and the full dessert table? I don’t know if you’ve been to a really good brunch lately, but it’s not all bagels and scrambled eggs anymore. At high-quality brunches, you’ll find carving stations with juicy hams and prime rib, omelet stations, blintzes, smoked salmon and caviar trays, international breads, salads, and a lineup of desserts that is the sweets-lover’s equivalent to a small child let loose in a toy store. I must admit, I actually measured one dessert table at thirty feet long, and there was very little clear space between the various pies, cakes, tarts, and chocolate mousses. The best part of a brunch wedding may be the lower per-guest price (particularly when you factor in the lower consumption of alcohol at a brunch) at $20 to $25 per person rather than $65 to $100 a person for a standard reception, but also high up on the list of advantages is the fact that so many guests appreciate attending unique wedding events such as this one.

Wedding styles can vary from a formal brunch to an afternoon tea in the garden of an estate home, a very chic cocktail party in a museum to a cozy champagne and dessert-only reception at your own home. Another option you might consider is omitting your 120 guests and spending your entire budget on an exotic trip for two (or five, if you’d like to take a few guests along). At this budget you can get a dreamlike destination wedding on a black-sand beach in Hawaii, by a secluded waterfall in Nevis, or a too-cute-for-words ceremony at a bed and breakfast in New England during the fall foliage season.


Get Out of Here!

Wedding planning is a big ordeal, often taking a lot of effort to find the right vendors and services to suit the couple’s tastes and budgets. Sometimes, the couple doesn’t have the time or even the desire to put so much legwork into planning their day. In that case they might opt to plan a getaway wedding just for the two of them. Sarah Stitham of Real Simple Weddings (www.realsimpleweddings.com), a getaway wedding planning company in Olivebridge, New York, plans these kinds of weddings for harried and budget-pressed brides and grooms.

Sarah explains: “The couples who come to me are busy professionals who don’t have time to ‘micromanage’ their special day. Instead, they may love the idea of taking and celebrating their vows at a small luxury inn for just a fraction of what they would have spent on a full-blown wedding. Plus, many of my brides and grooms have family and friends scattered all over the world, and asking them to travel so far and at such great expense is just beyond what they’d like to request. A ‘Real Simple’ wedding is just that… simple, affordable according to the couple’s wishes, and very personalized to the couples styles and personalities. So, with this kind of planning, that $10,000 you might have spent on your wedding flowers alone can be better spent on a full-blown trip to Bali for two.”

Clearly, Sarah’s company has tapped into the trend toward simplifying things. It also appeals to the couple who might just want to be married without a lot of fuss and input from their loved ones. Another great source for this kind of escape is GetawayWeddings.com, which offers a full library of destination wedding locations and packages. In my eyes, planning a getaway wedding is one way to make that $10,000 create a once-in-a-lifetime wedding that might be beyond your wildest dreams. It all depends upon your personal wedding style.



Always keeping the realities of your budget in mind, you can see how $10,000 will buy you different styles of celebrations in different areas of the country, depending upon the details you include in your day and regardless of the dreamy stylistic elements you may compose. As much as personalities and beliefs differ in this world, so too do wedding styles.

It’s Just a Formality

With any wedding, the formality of the event will determine many of its aspects, from the gown to the catering to the décor. You’re already well aware that a formal wedding brings to mind a graceful ball gown for the bride and tuxedoes for the men, a lavish reception, and fine décor. An informal wedding might find the bride in a simple slipdress and the groom in a crisp, white button-down shirt and khaki pants, with the menu scaled down and the décor at an appropriately laid-back level.

As a rule, ultraformal and formal weddings cost more per person than informal ones. You’ll see why when we talk about menus for formal and informal receptions, floral budgets for elaborate vs. simple affairs, limousine charges, and the huge differences in guests’ liquor consumption at an evening formal event vs. an afternoon affair. Simply put, every part of your wedding is affected by the formality of the event, and price tags adhere to the same rules.

It all works together. Your budget is determined by the fluidity of the Big Three working with several other important planning factors. In chapter 2, when we really start talking about your money, you’ll see a few sample budgets that reflect the differences between formal and informal weddings of the same size and style. For now, before we get into dollar signs, your next assignment is to brainstorm what you want your wedding to look like and feel like. Ask yourself the following questions so you can put your affordable wedding vision into words for those all-important planning meetings with the professionals who will help you shape your day.


[image: ]

Worksheet: What Will Our Wedding Look and Feel Like?


	What wedding style do we prefer? Formal and traditional? A more informal outdoor wedding? Just the two of us in the Italian countryside?




	What kind of gown do I favor? A full ball gown? Something sleek and sexy? A more casual look?




	What kind of party will our guests enjoy? The standard evening blast, or something more laid-back and casual?




	What kinds of foods do we want at our wedding?




	What kind of entertainment do we want? A band or DJ playing a wide range of music we can dance to for hours, or more easy-listening background music?




	How big do we want this wedding to be? Is it possible to cut down to a small guest list?




	What details are our “Must Haves”?




	What can we really do without?




	What is our personal style? What kind of celebration is more “us?”
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