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Throughout our shared history, conflicts between civilizations have seldom yielded positive outcomes. The ever-restless flow of history teaches us that when two entirely different cultures collide, the outcome is almost always disastrous. Wars, negotiations, acceptance, and eventual coexistence form after many long and arduous years, often in the wake of massive and detrimental loss of life. Of course, it goes without saying that many civilizational clashes in history came as a direct result of the European Age of Discovery. The age of sail, navigation, and exploration, seldom brought anything good for those who were being “discovered”. The natives of north and south America, the aborigines of Australia, the tribesmen of Africa - they all paid their price for coming into contact with a civilization that was so far ahead of their own. Bear in mind that our objective is not to hold one group of people as morally superior to another, but rather to acknowledge the outcomes of those meetings due to technological, historical and cultural differences.  We can only imagine what wild thoughts the Aztecs and the Mayans had, observing the Spanish conquistadores that arrived on their shores, brandishing their swords, spears, and guns. And how irrevocably the trajectories of their lives were changed from that point onwards. Not at all surprising is the fact that this pattern of discovery and subjugation repeated itself for several centuries, until all the corners of our globe were discovered and brought into the sphere of European domination. 
One of the last such lands to be discovered was New Zealand. Tucked away far in the southwestern Pacific Ocean, this rugged and bountiful archipelago lay dormant and alone for many long centuries. Left to develop on its own, it became home to many diverse flora and fauna, many of which were seen never before in the world. What is most interesting, however, is the fact that it wasn’t the European boot that first stepped upon those islands - it was someone entirely different: the Polynesians. Expert sailors, the Polynesians mastered celestial navigation and built nimble, sleek ships that were able to traverse the vast expanses of ocean, discovering new islands over many centuries. In time, they settled most of the islands of the Pacific, developing unique forms and sub-divisions of their culture. And one of the last islands they discovered was none other than New Zealand. Arriving on its shores around 1300 AD, the Polynesians quickly realized that this great new expanse of land would be an ideal home for their people - the largest one of all. And so it was that successive waves of settlers inhabited the islands, staying there to become the distinct Māori, the natives of New Zealand that would come to shape its history in numerous ways. 

Alas, the Māori would not get a chance to dwell alone in their new homeland for too long. For other explorers were sailing the high waters - and the winds would eventually lead them straight to New Zealand. When that happened, in the 1760s, that unavoidable civilizational clash would become manifested in full. A seasoned commander of one of the most advanced fleets in the world, James Cook, discovered the islands, claiming them for the British crown. But the Māori he encountered were to him an alien race, starkly different than any he saw before. The same went for the natives - they never before saw the Europeans and their great ships, recognizing them at first as dangerous spirits. Over the several decades that followed, the two distinct cultures struggled to coexist. The Europeans were determined to settle the islands for good, while the natives struggled to accept their technologically advanced neighbors. It was from this fragile coexistence that a new tragedy befell the Māori, one that was brought about by the lure of the European’s most potent weapon - the musket. 
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For many long centuries, the Polynesian seafarers practiced the skill of “island hopping”, utilizing their sleek boats to discover and settle new lands. Their eventual discovery and settlement of New Zealand, which they named Aotearoa, was the culmination of the long chain of island hopping that included the settling of islands such as Samoa, Hawaii, Easter Islands, Solomon Islands, Fiji, Tonga, and many others. To help them in this wave of discovery was their trusty waka - a twin-hulled ocean-going canoe that was nimble across waves and sported a triangular sail that provided speed and control. Some sources say that a fleet of seven great canoes arrived in New Zealand, sometime around 1300 AD. This number of vessels cannot be confirmed with certainty, as no written records remain from then. What is more, it is likely that other waves of Māori settlers followed in subsequent decades, adding to the growing numbers of what would be the first native inhabitants of the islands. While the exact date of arrival remains subject to debate, the general opinion is that New Zealand was devoid of humans before 1300 AD.

The earliest period of Māori habitation of New Zealand is generally known as the "Colonisation period” and is dated from around 1300 to 1500 AD. During this time, as the Māori became accustomed to their new home, they spread in numbers as the land was relatively bountiful. Being so incredibly larger than all other islands the Polynesians previously settled, it allowed for generally undisturbed development
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