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Prologue
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Have you ever wondered how someone becomes one of the richest people in the world—not by inventing a gadget, starring in movies, or playing sports, but simply by being smart with money? Meet Warren Buffett, a boy from Omaha, Nebraska, who turned his love for numbers and clever thinking into a lifetime of success. He wasn’t born into fame or fortune, but he had something special—curiosity, patience, and a desire to learn.

This book will take you on an exciting journey through Warren’s life, from selling chewing gum as a kid to becoming one of the most admired investors in history. Along the way, you’ll discover fun facts, smart tips about money, and inspiring lessons that can help you make wise choices too. Get ready to explore the world of Warren Buffett—because even the biggest dreams can start small!
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Chapter 1: A Curious Kid in Omaha
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Warren Buffett was once just a regular, curious kid growing up in a quiet city called Omaha, Nebraska. Omaha wasn’t a huge, flashy place like New York City or Los Angeles. It was calm, full of friendly people, with tall green trees and wide open skies. But even though Warren lived in a simple town, his mind was full of big questions. He didn’t just want to know the answers in school textbooks—he wanted to know how the world worked, especially when it came to money. Most kids his age were riding bikes and playing tag, but Warren was already dreaming about nickels, dimes, and dollars.

Warren’s curiosity showed up in funny ways. When he was only six years old, he went to a grocery store and saw packs of chewing gum. He didn’t just think about chewing it. He thought, “What if I bought this gum and sold it to someone else for more money?” That idea stuck in his mind like glue. So, with a big smile and a little courage, Warren started going door-to-door in his neighborhood selling gum. He would walk around with his little suitcase, knock on doors politely, and ask people if they’d like to buy a pack. It wasn’t easy work, but Warren didn’t give up. He was excited by the challenge and proud every time he made a few pennies.

But he didn’t stop at gum. Soon, he started selling soda bottles, too. He figured out that if he bought a six-pack of Coca-Cola bottles for a certain price and sold each bottle separately, he could make a profit. That meant he would end up with more money than he started with. To most kids, that would sound boring or confusing, but to Warren, it was like a fun game. He treated money like pieces on a chessboard, and he wanted to know every move he could make to win. What made him different was how much he loved to learn—not just from school, but from everyday life.

By the time Warren was eleven years old, something unusual happened. He bought his first stock. A stock is like owning a tiny piece of a company. Most eleven-year-olds don’t think about stocks, but Warren was already reading financial books and stock charts. He used money he had saved from selling gum, soda, and newspapers to buy shares in a company. At first, he didn’t make much money. In fact, the stock price dropped, and he got nervous. But then it went up again, and he sold it for a small profit. That might sound like a happy ending, but Warren wasn’t totally happy. A little while later, the stock price went even higher—and he had already sold it! That was the moment when Warren learned something very important: patience is powerful. He promised himself to think long and hard before selling stocks too quickly again.

Even in school, Warren was different. He didn’t always care about getting perfect grades. He wanted to understand things deeply. He asked teachers a lot of questions and often stayed curious even after the lesson was over. Sometimes, he even went to the library all by himself and read books about investing and business. While other kids were reading comics or playing sports, Warren was flipping through pages about money, companies, and famous investors. He didn’t read because he had to—he read because he wanted to.

Warren also loved numbers. He could add and subtract big numbers in his head like a magician. Once, he memorized the license plates of lots of cars just for fun. That’s how sharp his memory was. Numbers were like puzzles to him, and solving them made him happy. He could remember the cost of things, the value of different coins, and how much profit he made from each of his small businesses. He didn’t need a calculator because his brain was already acting like one.

What’s even more surprising is that Warren didn’t come from a super-rich family. His father, Howard Buffett, worked hard and later became a politician, but the Buffetts lived a pretty normal life. Warren didn’t get piles of money handed to him—he earned everything he had by working, saving, and thinking smart. He kept his coins in neat jars and counted them often. He believed that every penny mattered, and wasting money was like throwing away a chance to grow.

Warren also tried lots of little business ideas as a kid. He collected golf balls and resold them. He set up pinball machines in barber shops and shared the money they made with the shop owners. He even made charts to track which businesses made the most money. These weren’t just hobbies—they were the seeds of what would grow into a life full of smart investing. He wasn’t trying to be the richest person in the world. He was just having fun trying new things and learning along the way.

Even with all this ambition, Warren stayed humble. He didn’t brag or show off. He liked simple things, like reading, thinking, and eating ice cream. He didn’t wear fancy clothes or carry himself like a bossy kid. He just loved exploring how the world of money worked and how he could fit into it. His friends and neighbors knew he was smart, but they also knew he was kind and fair.

As Warren grew older, he carried all the lessons from his childhood with him. He remembered every gum sale, every coin saved, and every risk taken. Being a curious kid in Omaha didn’t just give him something to do—it helped shape the kind of person he would become. His questions led him to answers. His mistakes taught him lessons. And his adventures in earning money turned into a lifelong journey toward becoming one of the smartest investors the world has ever known.

So, if you ever feel curious about something, even if it seems small, remember Warren Buffett. He was once just a kid like you, walking around his neighborhood with big ideas and a small suitcase full of gum. His story shows that even in the quietest places, the loudest dreams can begin—and with a little curiosity, they can grow into something amazing.
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Chapter 2: Selling Gum and Soda for Fun
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When Warren Buffett was a young boy, he didn’t spend all his time playing games or watching cartoons. Instead, he discovered something that made him excited and proud—he loved selling things! One of the first things he sold was chewing gum, and not long after that, he started selling bottles of soda. These weren’t just fun little jobs to him. They were his first steps into the exciting world of business, where he learned about earning money, helping customers, and using smart thinking to grow his profits. While most kids might sell lemonade once and then forget about it, Warren kept going, always thinking of better ways to sell more and do it smarter.

He started with a simple plan. Warren would go to the store and buy packs of chewing gum. Each pack had multiple sticks of gum inside, and he noticed something important—if he sold each pack separately to neighbors, he could make more money than he had spent to buy them all together. That idea of buying something at one price and selling it at a higher price became the foundation for how Warren thought about money for the rest of his life. He wasn’t trying to be greedy—he was just amazed by the fact that clever thinking could turn a few coins into more coins.

So, he packed his gum neatly in a little suitcase and began going door to door around his neighborhood. He would knock politely and offer the gum with a smile. Sometimes people said no, and that was a little disappointing, but Warren didn’t give up. Other times, people were happy to buy from him because he was kind, polite, and reliable. If someone liked a certain flavor of gum, Warren would remember that and try to bring that flavor next time. He paid attention, and people noticed. He was learning how to treat customers well without even realizing it.

Selling gum gave Warren a taste of independence. He felt proud knowing that he was earning his own money instead of asking his parents for it. That money meant something special to him—not just because he could buy things with it, but because he had worked for it. It felt like a reward for his effort, his courage to talk to strangers, and his determination to keep going even when the job wasn’t easy. Little by little, the coins in his pockets added up, and his smile grew wider with every sale.

Before long, Warren added something new to his little business—bottles of soda. At the time, Coca-Cola was very popular, and Warren knew that people enjoyed drinking it. He came up with the idea of buying six-packs of soda bottles and selling them one bottle at a time. This way, just like with gum, he could make more money than he had spent. It was another brilliant move from the mind of a kid who saw possibilities everywhere. He paid attention
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