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DON’T BE AFRAID TO start over, it’s a chance to build something better this time.

Kayla Townsend and Trey Nichols are starting over. Fresh start, no looking back, only moving forward.

Their new life is far away from his father and the bad memories of their hometown are in the past. 

That is until Trey’s old friend shows up at their door asking for help to find his kidnapped son and wife. Trey doesn’t hesitate to answer his friend’s call for help. After a frantic search, the family is found. Trey is convinced it was too easy. 

When Kayla ends up being kidnapped, she is forced to fight for her life until an unexpected hero comes to the rescue. 

Love is the most powerful emotion and that makes it the most dangerous...
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I FINISHED STOCKING the last of the face creams, the soothing sound of bells and windchimes echoing around me in the upscale spa I worked at. It was a much different vibe than what I was used to. Working at the spa made me feel like a different person. I felt softer in many ways. I almost didn’t remember my life back in Seattle—almost. 

It had been a year, but the things that happened back home would never be forgotten. I still woke up in a cold sweat and slightly panicked at times. When I walked home from work, I still looked over my shoulder, constantly wondering if Reaper would find me and kidnap me. I had a feeling it would be like that for the rest of my days. 

One could run, but one could never really hide. He was always out there, always lurking, whether it was in a dream or in the shadows. The new home, the new job, and the reinvention of myself didn’t feel like enough. I told myself it was going to take time. I would feel better soon. I would feel settled. Then again, it had been an entire year and sometimes, when I saw a panel van, the hairs on the back of my neck would stand up. 

“We’ve finished with our last client for the day,” Sophie, my boss and the owner of the small spa, announced. 

I smiled, excited at the idea I could get home early. “Really?”

“Mrs. Reynolds canceled, something with her poodle.”

I rolled my eyes. “There is always something wrong with that poodle.”

She laughed and closed out the register. “She spends more money on that dog than she does herself. Do you know she actually wanted to bring him along for a spa day?”

“I wouldn’t know how to massage a poodle’s temples,” I joked. “Do they even have temples?”

“Beats me, but it is hard enough keeping this place spotless. The last thing I need is dog hair clogging up the sinks.”

“And I really don’t want to clean the drains,” I groaned. 

“You’ve learned a lot in a short amount of time,” she said with a smile. “I have to admit, when you first applied, I was not sure you would be a good fit.”

“You and me both,” I laughed. “I’m about the farthest thing from a pampered woman and had no idea what to expect.”

“I’m very proud of you. You have accomplished a lot. How are the classes going?”

“I have one more test and I am finished. I never thought I would be going to beauty school. If people from high school found out, I would get laughed out of town.”

“You have a real knack for it,” she said. “You are going to do very well, and I can’t wait to put your name on the roster as a licensed esthetician. Plus, there will be a bit of a pay bump.”

“That’s the real reason I’m doing this,” I told her with a laugh.

“Works for me. You can go ahead and get out of here. I’ll lock up.”

“Are you sure? It’s early.”

“I’m positive. I’ll see you tomorrow.”

“Thank you!”

I didn’t wait around to be told again. I collected my purse and left out the back. Home wasn’t too far and I loved walking in the fresh air. The ocean had a particular smell that I noticed when I first made the small coastal town my home, but I didn’t smell it as much anymore. Now, it just smelled like new beginnings and hope. 

I stopped by the store and picked up a few things to make dinner. I had planned on something quick and easy, but now that I was going to be home early, I could play around with a new recipe. I never claimed to be a good cook, but with time and practice, I was getting the hang of it. I was doing and becoming a lot of things I never thought I would or could. 

I walked into the small house we were renting and put down the bags of groceries. It wasn’t big and it wasn’t fancy, but together, Trey and I were making it a home. We had big dreams to buy our own home one day. For now, we were playing house and settling into our new lives. 

I liked playing house with him. I liked feeling like I had another half. He was my family and I was his. We only had each other in the beginning of our new lives. At first, there had been some fear and worry, but we leaned on each other and we got through. He was my best friend and I trusted him implicitly. There had been some hard days, especially the first few weeks after we moved down here. 

My phone rang, pulling me from my thoughts. I saw Nina’s face on the screen and quickly answered it. “Hey you!”

“You answered!” she exclaimed. “I’ve gotten so used to listening to your voicemail I forgot you actually spoke.”

“Ha, ha. That goes the same for you. How are you?”

“I’m good. How’s the job? Did you get your certificate yet?”

“Not yet,” I answered. “But soon.”

“How are you doing for real?” she asked. “Any word from the worst father in the world?”

“No, thankfully.”

“Good. I worry about you. I hate that you’re gone, but I know you have to do it.”

“I miss you, but I don’t miss there, if that makes any sense.”

I could hear the smile in her voice. “I do.”

“I have to say, I wish I would have done this sooner. It’s freeing to be no one. No one knows who I am or my history. They don’t know all the places I’ve worked or know my name through a friend of a friend. I’m just the new girl in town. I like it. I get to reinvent myself.”

“I am so happy for you. This is the fresh start you needed.”

“I miss you,” I told her.

“Have you made any friends?” 

“Not really. I can’t say I’ve tried all that hard. It hasn’t exactly worked out well for me in the past. I just mind my own business and stay out of trouble. It’s better that way.”

We talked a little more before she had to go. It sucked not being able to see her or hang out with her, but it was safer that way. I didn’t want her to be associated with me. She was better off without me in her life. I knew it and I knew she knew it, but she would never admit it to me. 

I pulled up the recipe I’d found the other night while I was surfing my favorite recipe site. I was going to give fried chicken a try. I was nervous it was going to come out a soggy lump of nasty, but I knew he loved chicken. I put on my favorite playlist and got started. I was singing along when I heard the front door open. My man was home. I loved saying that to myself and out loud. 

“In here,” I called out. 

“Hey, babe,” he said coming into the kitchen that was just barely big enough for the two of us. He wrapped his arms around me from behind, dropping a kiss on the back of my neck. “What are you doing home already?”

“I got off early and I thought I would make dinner.”

He released me, moving to the side to check things out. “How was work?”

“Good. Sophie says she will give me a raise once I have my official certifications.”

He grinned, his perfect blue eyes lighting up. “No kidding? That is awesome.”

“It will certainly help out around here. Maybe we can even start saving a few dollars.”

“To buy that house with the picket fence you never thought you wanted?” he teased.

I rolled my eyes. “You know the idea makes me cringe. I want a fixer upper. I want a house that me and you are going to pour our life’s blood into and make it fabulous.”

“And then sell it and buy the house with the picket fence?”

I slapped at his chest. “You are really set on that picket fence.”

“I am. I want to paint it white and everything.”

“We’ll see.”

“What are you making?” he asked. 

“I’m hoping it is going to be fried chicken. I have potatoes in the oven and am making a coleslaw.”

His brows shot up. “Damn, you are ambitious.”

I smiled up at him, my heart filled with so much love for him. “I’m trying.”

“You never have to try with me,” he said with complete seriousness. “I love you for who you are. You don’t have to do all of this for me.”

“I want to do it,” I told him. “I like making you happy.”

“You make me incredibly happy just being here. I know I say it a lot, but thank you for coming with me. I’m not sure what I would have done if you’d shot me down last year.”

“I don’t know what I would have done if you had not come back for me,” I replied. “I knew something had to change and I hoped it would be with you, but I was certain I’d ruined that.”

He cupped my cheek, looking into my eyes. “You couldn’t have ruined it. You and that fine ass had me from the very beginning.”

I grinned, leaning up to give him a quick kiss. “That was my plan all along. What did you say that night? Shaking my ass and thrusting out my tits?”

He cringed. “I’m sorry. I have told you I’m sorry.”

“It’s fine. I like to tease you now and then.”

He looked at the time and then me. I knew him well. “Are the boys coming to pick you up?”

He smiled. “I didn’t think you would be home for a couple more hours.”

“Go, do your thing. This dinner won’t be done for at least an hour. I won’t cook the chicken until you are close.”

“Are you sure? I would much rather hang out with you than those stinky bikers.”

“Liar.”

He grabbed me, pulling into his arms and kissing me to prove otherwise. “Not lying,” he said after kissing me breathless. 

“You keep doing that and not only will there be no dinner, but you won’t be going on that ride.”

“I’ve told you a million times, woman, I would much prefer to ride you.”

The man had a way of making my blood run with very little effort. “Later, big boy. Go ride. I’ll make dinner. Maybe I’ll take a bath first. I get to try out some new samples.”

“Or you could wait and we could take a bath later,” he offered with a waggle of his eyebrows.

“I think I might like that. We’ll see if we can work on that rough, sunbaked skin of yours.”

He rubbed his jaw that was covered with the usual scruff I loved. “I think it’s your skin that needs a little pampering, especially between your thighs.”

I slapped him again. “You are naughty.”

“I plan on getting a lot naughtier tonight.”

He gave me another kiss before leaving me alone in the kitchen. After a year of living together, the spark had not died. If anything, it was hotter than ever. Every day, I felt like I loved him a little more. He was a good man and I was not going to let him go. We had been through hell together and come out on the other side. 

Our lives weren’t all rainbows and butterflies. The threat of his father always hung over our head. It was a fact of life we knew we would have to deal with one day. During those first few weeks, we were on edge. We kept waiting to be dragged into a van. Trey was worried his father would kill him. 

I had caught a very brief glimpse of his father’s softness toward him. The man was evil, but I suspected he loved his son in his own twisted way. Trey refused to entertain that idea. He was certain his father was the devil and incapable of loving another human beyond himself. 

I heard the sound of motorcycles coming down the road and smiled. “Your friends are here,” I called out. 

Trey popped into the kitchen wearing his new cut and his usual attire of faded jeans and a white T-shirt with his favorite shit-kicking boots. “I love you. I’ll be back soon.”

“Love you too,” I called out as he rushed out the door. 

I felt very domesticated in moments like these. It was a life I’d never imagined me having. People looked at Trey and assumed he was dangerous and violent because he was a biker that was just a little rough around the edges. I knew otherwise. Yes, he was cocky as hell and aloof to everyone else, except me. When we were at home in our little nest, it was just me and him. There were no walls or images to uphold. We could just be us. The us that loved each other deeply and didn’t care what the world thought about us. 
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Trey
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I FOLLOWED BEHIND THE president and sergeant at arms of the club I had just finally earned my full patch in. It was different than my last one. I felt like I was doing more for people that needed a big, burly biker to back them up. We were riding down a residential street, making sure we were loud enough to draw attention. 

I turned my head, making eye contact with a couple of teen boys with their little vape pens. They thought they were badasses. We were the real badasses. We were there because they were terrorizing a couple young kids in the neighborhood. We pulled up and parked our bikes in front of the house where the younger kids lived. The young mother, the wife of a deployed soldier, stepped outside. 

“Thank you guys so much for doing this,” she said as she walked across the yard with her two boys following. “I hate that I have to ask.”

“Hey, that’s what we are here for,” our president, Teddy, short for Teddy Bear, said as he reached out to shake one of the boys’ hands. “I’ve got a little something for each of you.”

That was my cue. I stepped forward, pulling the leather bracelets with our MC name on a small emblem attached. “This is for you,” I said and handed them each a bracelet. 

“Whenever anyone, especially those guys, messes with you, remember you belong to our club and we look out for our
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