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INTRODUCTION

An introduction is always a special piece of text. Even though it’s the very first piece of text you read, it’s always the last thing I write and a moment to reflect on a new book that is completely finished. It’s so very special to finalize my third book that is translated to English and the first book that I have translated myself.


When I designed my first ragdoll (the crocodile) in 2014, I never dreamed that you would find my sixtieth ragdoll in this book and that the books would be available in four different languages!


In this sequel to Crochet Ragdolls, I added quite a lot of novelties to the designs, so you will find some new and special characteristics in the patterns in this book! There are patterns for a nice round pig, a leopard with real spots, an extra woolly llama, a sleeping bear with pajamas on, a cute hedgehog with real spines, and much more!


Have fun crocheting many more ragdolls!


Lots of love,
Sascha







Yarn Choices

The ragdolls in this book are all crocheted with Scheepjes Stone Washed, but you can basically use any yarn with a matching hook. There are a few things to keep in mind:


	Are you making a stuffed animal for a baby or a young child? Keep in mind that the cuddly toy can go into a baby’s or young child’s mouth and preferably choose a natural (cotton) yarn and embroidered rather than beaded eyes.

	Always use a thinner hook than you would normally choose for the yarn, so that there are no holes for the filling to come through.



To give you an idea of the effect that different types of yarn will have, this adorable litter of puppies is showing all different kinds of yarn!
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Beige

Borgo de Pazzi Sira (70% bamboo, 30% silk; 1.75 oz/50 g; 164 yd/150 m)

Color: 21

Crochet hook: US size B-1 or C-2 (2.5 mm)




Dark Gray

SMC Catania (100% combed and mercerized cotton; 1.75 oz/50 g; 137 yd/125 m)

Color: 0242

Crochet hook: US size B-1 or C-2 (2.5 mm)




Brown

Scheepjes Stone Washed (78% cotton, 22% acrylic; 1.75 oz/50 g; 142 yd/130 m)

Color: 804

Crochet hook: US size D-3 (3 mm)




Silver Gray

Durable Cozy Fine (58% cotton, 42% acrylic; 1.75 oz/50 g; 115 yd/105 m)

Color: 2228

Crochet hook: US size G-6 (4 mm)




Yellow

Borgo de Pazzi Amore 160 (70% merino, 25% polyamide, 2% viscose, 2% acrylic, 1% polyester; 1.75 oz/50 g; 175 yd/160 m)

Color: 113

Crochet hook: US size E-4 (3.5 mm)




Mottled Brown

Durable Forest (45% acrylic, 18% silk, 37% merino wool; 1.75 oz/50 g; 204.5 yd/187 m)

Color: 4015

Crochet hook: US size B-1 (2.25 mm)




Mottled Dark Gray

Borgo de Pazzi Clara (65% wool, 35% cotton; 1.75 oz/50 g; 93 yd/85 m)

Color: 251

Crochet hook: US size H-8 (5 mm)




Mottled Beige

SMC Catania (100% cotton; 1.75 oz/50 g; 131 yd/120 m)

Color: 404

Crochet hook: US size B-1 or C-2 (2.5 mm)
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Crochet Stitches
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Magic Loop

Make a circle of the yarn by folding the loose end of the yarn behind the yarn attached to the skein. Now insert your crochet hook into the ring. Wrap the working yarn over your hook and pull the yarn through the ring. Hook 1 chain to secure the ring. Then hook the number of stitches in the ring as indicated in the pattern. Make sure that you hook around the strands of both the ring and the loose end of the yarn. When you have the desired number of stitches, pull the loose end tightly to close the ring. Then continue in pattern.
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Abbreviations




	Chain
	ch



	Slip stitch
	sl st



	Single crochet
	sc



	Half double crochet
	hdc



	Double crochet
	dc



	Triple crochet
	tr



	Single crochet 2 together
	sc2tog



	Double crochet 2 together
	dc2tog



	Front post double crochet
	fpdc



	Back post double crochet
	bpdc










[image: chpt_fig_005.jpg]

CHAIN (ch)

Wrap the working yarn from back to front over the crochet hook. Now pull the yarn through the loop on your hook, and you have made a chain stitch. Repeat for the desired number of chains.
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SLIP STITCH (sl st)

Insert the crochet hook from the front to the back and then under the yarn so that the working yarn is over your crochet hook. Now pull the yarn through the 2 loops on your hook, and you have made a slip stitch.
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SINGLE CROCHET (sc)[image: chpt_fig_009.jpg]

Insert the crochet hook from the front to the back and wrap the working yarn over the hook from back to front. Now pull the yarn through the stitch. Wrap the yarn over the hook from back to front again and pull this through the 2 loops on your hook, and you have made a single crochet.
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[image: chpt_fig_011.jpg]HALF DOUBLE CROCHET (hdc)

Wrap the working yarn from back to front over the crochet hook. Insert the crochet hook from the front to the back, wrap the working yarn over the hook from back to front, and then pull the yarn through the stitch. Make another wrap and pass it through the 3 loops on your hook, and you have made a half double crochet.
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[image: chpt_fig_013.jpg]DOUBLE CROCHET (dc)

Wrap the working yarn from back to front over the crochet hook. Insert the crochet hook from the front to the back, wrap the yarn over the hook, and then pull the yarn through the stitch. Make another wrap and pass it through 2 of the loops on your hook. Then make another wrap and pull it through the last 2 loops on your hook, and you have made a double crochet.
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[image: chpt_fig_015.jpg]TRIPLE CROCHET (tr)

Wrap the yarn around the crochet hook 2 times from back to front. Insert the crochet hook from the front to the back, make a wrap and pull the yarn through the stitch, *make another wrap and pull it through 2 of the loops on your hook*, repeat from * to * 2 more times, and you have made a triple crochet.
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SINGLE CROCHET TOGETHER (sctog)[image: chpt_fig_017.jpg]

Insert the crochet hook from front to back in the next stitch. Wrap the working yarn from back to front over the crochet hook and pull the yarn through the stitch. Repeat these steps for the next stitch (or multiple stitches that you want to join). Finally, make a wrap and pull it through all the loops on your hook. You now have crocheted several stitches together, decreasing the total stitch count.
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DOUBLE CROCHET TOGETHER (dctog)[image: chpt_fig_019.jpg]

Wrap the working yarn from back to front over the crochet hook. Insert the crochet hook from the front to the back in the next stitch. Make a wrap and pull it through the stitch, and then make another wrap and pull it through 2 of the loops on your hook. Repeat these steps for the next or possibly several stitches that you want to join. Finally, make a wrap and pull it through all the loops on your hook. You have now double crocheted several stitches together to make 1 stitch.
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Tips and Tricks
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	Many parts are worked in continuous rounds without closing, so it is useful to use a stitch marker.

	To change colors, work the last step of the stitch before the color change with the new color. For example, if the last stitch before a color change is a single crochet, work the last yarn over that you pull through two loops with the new color.

	In some patterns you change colors very often. Instead of fastening off after each round, you can carry the unused color along. You do this by holding the yarn of the color that you are not using along the top of the stitches you will crochet in and then crocheting around it.

	You can add all kinds of accessories to give the ragdolls an extra playful element. Think, for example, of a squeaker in a paw, a rattle in the head, a sheet of crinkly plastic in the body, or a teething ring in a hand.









Making the Body

The bodies of the ragdolls are worked in the round, around a chain of stitches. Because this is not a common method, it can seem difficult, but it’s actually quite simple. Below you will find the start of the body, explained in pictures and a drawing. This description is based on the number of starting chains for most large ragdolls. You’ll start with fewer chain stitches for some of the large and all of the small ragdolls, but the method is the same.
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Round 1 (shown in orange)


	You always start with a chain; the exact number can be found in the instructions.

	Then you work 1 dc in the 3rd ch from your hook.

	You will work a dc in each chain until the last.

	In the last chain you’ll work 3 dc.

	Then you continue on the other side of the chain.

	You’ll work the instructed number of dc on the other side of the chain too.

	Finally, work 3 dc on the other corner and join the round with a sl st in the first dc.






Round 2 (shown in black)


	From the second round you’ll always start with 2 chains; these do not count as the first dc, but are only meant to make height for the stitches that you are going to make.

	Because of the previous bullet point, you’ll work the first dc in the same stitch as the ch 2.

	Then work the number of dc as described in the instructions.

	After this, increase by making 2 dc in 1 stitch.

	Then repeat the same number of dc as on the other side and increase in the last dc again, which you’ll connect with a slip stitch in the first dc.
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The following rounds all continue in the same way. You will see that all increases are stacked on top of each other; this is also a good way to check if you’re doing it correctly. Depending on the hand in which you hold your hook and how tight you make your stitches, the body can sometimes have a tendency to twist. However, if you follow the method as described above and your stitch count is correct after each round, you can easily fold the body straight along the increase line at the end and sew it down this way.









Faces and Eyes

In this second book of ragdolls there is more variation in the faces. Although plastic safety eyes were used for all patterns in the previous book, this time you will also find instructions for different types of crochet eyes.

You can easily mix and match the eyes of all patterns and just have fun with it!




[image: Don’t be fooled by the term “safety eyes.” When making a stuffed animal for a baby or young child, I really recommend using crochet or embroidered eyes, as the plastic kind can come off with all the dangers that come with that.]
Don’t be fooled by the term “safety eyes.” When making a stuffed animal for a baby or young child, I really recommend using crochet or embroidered eyes, as the plastic kind can come off with all the dangers that come with that.









Putting It All Together

Although not every ragdoll has exactly the same body parts, the way to put them together is identical.


1. For the large ragdolls, place both legs between the two layers at the bottom and close the body at the same time. For the little ones, don’t attach legs, but sew the bottom in the same way, using the remaining yarn from the body.

2. Sew one arm to each side of the body as described in the instructions.

3. Sew the head to the body as described in the instructions.
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LLAMA
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DIFFICULTY LEVEL: 3 of 5
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SIZE: 12.5 in (32 cm) tall




MATERIALS

Yarn: DK #3 light weight yarn; shown in Scheepjes Stone Washed


	Brown (Brown Agate 822): 142.5 yd (130 m)

	Light pink (Pink Quartzite 821): 76.5 yd (70 m)

	Scraps in blue, yellow, pink, and purple: 33 yd (30 m) each



Crochet hook: US size D-3 (3 mm)

Other:


	Brown with black safety eyes, 15 mm

	Fiberfill stuffing

	Needle and scissors






SPECIAL STITCH

Dctog-bobble (dc3tog-b or dc-5tog-b) = Work 3 (or 5) dc into 1 stitch (as if working a dctog, omitting the final yarn over and pull through of each stitch), finally pulling the last yarn over through all loops on hook to create a bobble.


HEAD

Rnd 1: With brown, start with a magic loop, 6sc in the loop. (6)

Rnd 2: 2sc in each stitch around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Dc3tog-b in next, 2sc in next*, repeat around. (18)

Note: The dc3tog-b tends to fall to the inside, so I like to pop them out after each round.

Rnd 4: *2sc in next, sc1, dc3tog-b in next*, repeat around. (24)

Rnd 5: *2sc in next, dc3tog-b in next, sc2*, repeat around. (30)

Rnd 6: *2sc in next, dc3tog-b in next, sc2, dc-3tog-b in next*, repeat around. (36)

Rnd 7: *2sc in next, dc3tog-b in next, sc2, dc-3tog-b in next, sc1*, repeat around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc1, dc3tog-b in next, sc2, dc3tog-b in next, sc2*, repeat around. (42)

Rnd 9: With light pink, sc1 in each stitch around. (42) Cut the brown yarn.

Rnd 10: Sc1 in each stitch around. (42)

Rnd 11: *Sc19, sc2tog*, repeat from * to * one more time. (40)

Rnds 12–13: Sc1 in each stitch around. (40)

Rnd 14: *Sc18, sc2tog*, repeat from * to * one more time. (38)

Rnds 15–16: Sc1 in each stitch around. (38)

Rnd 17: *Sc17, sc2tog*, repeat from * to * one more time. (36)

Rnd 18: Sc1 in each stitch around. (36)

Rnd 19: *Sc16, sc2tog*, repeat from * to * one more time. (34)

Rnd 20: Sc1 in each stitch around. (34)

Rnd 21: *Sc15, sc2tog*, repeat from * to * one more time. (32)

Rnd 22: Sc1 in each stitch around. (32)

Rnd 23: *Sc14, sc2tog*, repeat from * to * one more time. (30)

Rnd 24: Sc1 in each stitch around. (30)

Rnd 25: *Sc13, sc2tog*, repeat from * to * one more time. (28)

Rnd 26: *Sc12, sc2tog*, repeat from * to * one more time. (26)

Rnd 27: *Sc11, sc2tog*, repeat from * to * one more time. (24)

Attach safety eyes between rnds 15 and 16, 11 stitches apart.

Rnd 28: *Sc2, sc2tog*, repeat from * to * around. (18) Stuff the head.

Rnd 29: *Sc1, sc2tog*, repeat from * to * around. (12)

Cut a long tail, weave through the 12 remaining stitches, pull tight, and weave in end.




EARS (MAKE 2)

Rnd 1: With brown, start with a magic loop, ch2 (doesn’t count as first dc now and throughout), 6dc in the loop, sl st in first dc. (6)

Rnd 2: Ch2, *1dc, 2dc in next*, repeat from * to * around, sl st in first dc. (9)

Rnd 3: Ch2, *dc2, 2dc in next*, repeat from * to * around, sl st in first dc. (12)

Rnd 4: Ch2, *dc3, 2dc in next*, repeat from * to * around, sl st in first dc. (15)
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Rnd 5: Ch2, *dc4, 2dc in next*, repeat from * to * around, sl st in first dc. (18)

Cut a long tail, fold the bottom of the ear in half, sew in place, and attach to head on each side of the head in rnd 7. Take small pieces of yarn (approx. 8 in or 20 cm) in purple, pink, yellow, and blue. Fold in half and, with your hook, pull through the




BODY
























ARMS (MAKE 2)
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LEGS (MAKE 2)
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	Take the body and place both legs between the bottom two layers. With the remaining yarn from the body, sew across the seam with the legs in between. This way you close the bottom and assemble pieces at the same time.

	Sew an arm to each side of the body between rnds 1 and 3.

	With the brown yarn, embroider a nose in the center of the head between rnds 22 and 29, as illustrated.

	Finally, sew rnd 19 of the head to rnd 1 of the body.
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