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Chapter 1
Home Is Where You Start
The Pantanal was Cappy’s whole world — warm mud, wide rivers, seventeen cousins, and about twelve hundred birds he could name but never quite see. Home. The best possible place to be from.

His grandmother stood at the river’s edge beside him. She handed him a bundle of snacks and tucked a pressed flower into his journal. “Go,” she said quietly. “Pay attention.”
⭐ Fun FactThe Pantanal is the world’s largest tropical wetland, stretching across Brazil, Bolivia, and Paraguay. It is one of the best places on Earth to spot wild capybaras — large, gentle animals that live in big family groups and use their partially webbed feet to swim away from jaguars!


“To what?” said Cappy.

She smiled. “Everything.”

Cappy nodded, put one paw on his compass, and set off. He pointed himself north. He walked east. Behind him, his family waved their wide flat feet until he disappeared around the bend.
🧭 Cappy TipIf you ever visit the Pantanal, look for capybara families near the water at sunrise. They are usually sunbathing — which is a very important job. The Pantanal is also home to giant river otters, jaguars, and the giant anteater.








Chapter 2
The Dark, Dripping Forest
Cappy had meant to head to the Amazon River. He found the Amazon Rainforest instead. This was not the same thing.

He stepped inside. It was immediately very dark. The trees were enormous — hundreds of feet tall — their branches woven together so tightly that the sky had simply vanished. A single leaf fell from somewhere far above and drifted slowly, lazily, in tiny circles.
⭐ Fun FactThe Amazon Rainforest canopy is so thick that a single raindrop can take up to ten whole minutes to travel from the top leaves all the way down to the forest floor. That’s a very long journey for one tiny drop of water.


Cappy watched it. He followed it. The leaf went left, then right, then back again. He sat on a root and counted slowly as one raindrop fell from the canopy all the way to the ground. It took more than ten minutes.

“That raindrop,” he said to no one in particular, “has had quite a journey.”
🧭 Cappy TipThe Amazon Rainforest is sometimes called the ‘lungs of the world’ because it produces around 20% of Earth’s oxygen. Next time you take a breath, the Amazon might have helped make it possible.








Chapter 3
The Very Pink Situation
Cappy found the Amazon River. Very large. Very brown. He stood on the bank and felt like a proper explorer for approximately forty seconds.

Then something pink surfaced in the water. Large. Brilliantly, unmistakably bubblegum pink. Cappy crouched at the water’s edge. “Hello? I’m looking for the nearest town. Could you point me in the right direction?”
⭐ Fun FactMeet the boto — the Amazon river dolphin! These extraordinary dolphins are born grey and gradually turn bright pink as they grow older. The older and more active they are, the pinker they become. Scientists are still figuring out exactly why.


The pink thing looked at him with one small eye. Then it leapt into the air, arced overhead, and landed with a splash that soaked Cappy from nose to feet.

He stood dripping on the bank. The pink dolphin surfaced again and made a sound that was definitely a laugh. “You’re pink,” said Cappy softly. “In a river. In a forest.” He meant it as a comment. It came out as the most wonderful thing he had ever seen. Which it was.
🧭 Cappy TipThe Amazon river dolphin (boto) is the largest river dolphin in the world. They are considered very special in Amazonian culture. If you ever see one, look carefully — but give it plenty of space. They might splash back.








Chapter 4
The Desert That Went Swimming
Cappy saw the white dunes on the horizon and thought: beach. He ran. He arrived breathless at the top of the first dune and looked out at —
⭐ Fun FactLençóis Maranhenses gets too much rain to be a true desert, but it looks just like one — rolling white sand dunes as far as you can see. During the rainy season, the hollows between the dunes fill up with fresh rainwater and form hundreds of stunning blue-green lagoons, many of which are full of fish!


Blue pools. Everywhere. Between every pair of white dunes, cupped like a bowl, sat a lagoon. Still. Clear. Brilliant blue-green. Cappy ran down the dune, tripped over his own feet, and landed face-first in one.

He sat up slowly. Fish looked at him. He looked at the fish. “This,” he said carefully, “is not a beach.” The fish continued to look at him. “But I like it better,” he decided.
🧭 Cappy TipThe fish in the Lençóis lagoons travel in during the rainy season and survive there until the water dries up. Scientists are still working out exactly how they get there each year. Some things are still a mystery, even for experts.








Chapter 5
The Legs
Cappy did not mean to visit the Cerrado. He was looking for the bus station. He found a wide golden savanna instead — all dry grass and twisted ancient trees. He liked it immediately.
⭐ Fun FactThe maned wolf is the tallest wild member of the dog family in South America. Its extra-long legs work like stilts, helping it see over the tall grass of the Cerrado. Despite looking like a fox in fancy dress, it is neither a wolf nor a fox — it is in a family all its own.


He was examining an interesting ant hill when he saw the legs. Very long legs. Impossibly long. Dark as night, rising from the tall grass like stilts at a strange parade. Above the legs: a fox-shaped body. A black mane. Two enormous ears pointed right at him.

Cappy and the maned wolf stared at each other for a long, quiet moment. “You,” said Cappy, “have remarkable trousers.” The maned wolf did not respond. It turned on its magnificent legs and walked slowly into the grass. Cappy watched until it disappeared, still not entirely sure what he had just seen.
🧭 Cappy TipThe Cerrado is one of the world’s most biodiverse savannas. As well as the maned wolf, it is home to the giant armadillo, the giant anteater, and more than 800 species of birds. It is enormous — about the size of western Europe.
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