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Dedications

To my wife Debbi — my soulmate, best friend, and the reason I keep showing up every day. Thank you for living grace with me.

To Mom and Dad — Thank you for pointing me to Jesus and showing me what faithful love looks like.

To Jesus Christ — who died for my sin, rose from the grave, and now sits at the right hand of the Father. You are the beginning, the middle, and the end of this story. Thank You for grace that never runs out.

And to everyone who has ever felt too broken, too busy, too late, or too ordinary to be used by God — this book is for you. I’ve been there too.

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” — Ephesians 2:8–10 (NIV)
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Three short verses changed my life.

Not in a dramatic, lightning-bolt moment on a mountainside, but slowly, quietly, over many ordinary days when I felt I was failing at almost everything. I was trying hard to be a “good Christian,” a “good person,” and a “good example.” The harder I tried, the emptier I felt. I kept hearing the same exhausting message from the world, from the church, and worst of all—from inside my own head: You’re not doing enough.

Then, at a Baptist church revival in our small town when I was fifteen years old, I heard the gospel clearly for the first time. That night I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. I thought that decision would instantly fix everything. It didn’t. It took me years to truly understand what had happened to me.

One ordinary morning years later, I opened my Bible to Ephesians 2:8–10 and the words hit me like cool water on a parched soul:

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

I read the passage again. And again. Something deep inside me began to loosen. For the first time I realized the gospel was not a call to try harder. It was an invitation to stop striving and rest in what Christ had already done.

That single discovery set me free—and eventually became the heartbeat of this book.

As the Apostle Paul sat in a Roman prison around AD 60–62, he wrote a letter that would travel far beyond the city of Ephesus. Many scholars believe Ephesians was a circular letter meant to be read aloud in multiple churches throughout Asia Minor. Paul’s goal was simple but profound: to help every believer understand the breathtaking reality of God’s grace.

In Paul’s day, false teachers were already trying to mix the pure gospel with human effort. They said faith in Christ was a good beginning, but you still had to add good works to stay saved or to prove you were truly saved. Paul knew that lie would steal joy and crush souls. So he wrote these three verses as a clear, unforgettable anchor for every generation.

Two thousand years later, the same lie still whispers in our ears.

We live in a performance-driven world. Social media parades everyone else’s highlight reels. The church sometimes adds its own unspoken checklist: longer quiet times, more ministry involvement, better parenting, greater financial success. Even sincere Christians often secretly believe their standing with God rises and falls with how well they performed this week.

That pressure is exhausting. And it is completely unnecessary.

Ephesians 2:8–10 cuts through the noise with stunning simplicity. These three verses are the shortest, clearest summary of the entire Christian life in the Bible. They answer the two biggest questions every human heart eventually asks:

How can I be right with God?

What am I here for?

The answer is breathtaking:

You are saved by grace alone through faith alone. You are God’s handiwork—His masterpiece, His poem. You are built for purpose—created in Christ Jesus for good works He prepared long ago for you to walk in.

Grace is not the starting line. It is the whole race and the finish line too.

In the pages that follow, you will meet four ordinary people living in very different seasons of life. Their stories are honest. Their struggles are real. And the grace they discovered is the same grace available to you today.

	Ethan, the teenager who felt he would never be enough.

	Lauren, the young mom drowning in diapers, tantrums, and guilt.

	Ruth, the empty-nester wondering if God still had a purpose for her slowing body and quieter days.

	Jenna, the single woman learning that her life counted even when it didn’t look like everyone else’s.


Through their journeys you will see how the same three verses speak with power to every season—teen years, young adulthood, middle age, and the later years. You will discover that grace is not a one-time event. It is the air we breathe as followers of Jesus from the moment we first believe until the day we see Him face to face.

This is the Second Edition of Saved by Grace, Built for Purpose. Since the first edition was released, I have received messages from readers who told me these verses met them right where they were. Many asked for more practical help in living out what they were reading. In response, I have made several meaningful improvements:

I have added fresh stories and clearer application throughout the book.

I have written study and discussion questions at the end of each chapter so you can use this book for personal devotion, small groups, family conversations, or church classes.

I have expanded the conclusion and kept the practical 30-Day Grace Challenge at the end so you can move from reading about grace to actually living in it day by day.

My deepest prayer is that this Second Edition will do for you what those three verses did for me: set you free from the crushing weight of performance and fill you with wonder at the God who saves us by grace, remakes us as His workmanship, and sends us into the good works He prepared long ago.

You do not have to arrive at these pages with your life perfectly together. In fact, the more broken, tired, busy, or ordinary you feel right now, the more ready you are for the message of this book.

Because the grace described in Ephesians 2:8–10 is not reserved for the strong, the successful, or the “super spiritual.” It is for the weary, the doubting, the failing, and the forgotten.

It is for you.

So wherever you are right now—scrolling on your phone late at night, sitting in a hospital waiting room, wiping peanut butter off a toddler’s face, driving to another appointment, or rocking quietly in an empty house—to the Christian, hear this:

You are not an accident. You are not a disappointment. You are not running out of time.

You are saved by grace. You are God’s handiwork. You are built for purpose.

And the Artist who began this good work in you is faithful. He will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:6).

If you have not yet placed your trust in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, please know this: it is not too late. You are not too far gone. There is nothing you have done that God cannot forgive through the finished work of Christ. Grace is for you too. As you read these pages, listen carefully for the voice of the Savior who is calling you. Toward the end of Chapter Nine, you will find a gentle invitation to accept Christ and receive this amazing grace for yourself. You can go there anytime — even right now — and quietly ask Him to come into your life.

Welcome to the journey.

May these pages help you stop striving and start resting in the amazing grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

With gratitude and joy,

Michael R. Crowl
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Three Verses That Can Change Your Entire Life

In a small church gym that smelled like pizza and floor wax, sixteen-year-old Ethan sat slouched in the back row, hoodie up, arms folded so tight his knuckles went white. He was only there because the girl he liked—Madison with the purple streak in her hair—had texted him an hour earlier: "Come tonight. Just trust me." Saying no felt harder than faking interest for sixty minutes, so there he was, counting ceiling tiles and praying nobody would call on him.

The youth pastor, a twenty-something named Caleb who wore flannel like it was a uniform, didn't waste time on icebreakers. He just opened his Bible and read three verses like he was reading a love letter he'd memorized years ago.

That night, without knowing it, Ethan was about to hear the gospel in its purest, simplest form.

For by Grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:8–10 (ESV)

Then Caleb closed the Bible, looked straight at the thirty bored teenagers scattered across folding chairs, and asked the question that would not let Ethan sleep for weeks:

"Has anyone in this room ever felt like you will never—ever—be enough?"

Silence. Crickets. Someone's phone buzzed. Ethan felt heat crawl up his neck. He stared at his sneakers like they might save him. He had spent the last two years of high school building an entire identity around not caring—failing classes on purpose, skipping practice, perfecting the art of the sarcastic comeback—so nobody would notice how terrified he was that he actually wasn't enough. Not smart enough for his dad. Not athletic enough for the coaches. Not cool enough for Madison. Not enough of anything for anyone.

And now some flannel-wearing stranger had looked right through every layer of armor and named the fear Ethan never said out loud.

He didn't raise his hand. He didn't walk forward when Caleb invited the kids to pray. He just sat there until the lights came up, mumbled a quick "I gotta go" to Madison, and spent the next forty minutes alone in his beat-up Honda Civic in the parking lot with the engine off, crying so hard the windows fogged. For the first time in years, he talked to God—if God was even there—and the only words that came out were, "I'm not okay. I'm really not okay."

He didn't know it yet, but Grace had already started hunting him down.

More than two decades later, Ethan—now forty-three, married, father of three, mortgage deep in suburbia—sat in a different kind of room that smelled like antiseptic instead of pizza. Fluorescent lights buzzed overhead while machines counted down the final hours of his father's life. The man who had built an entire identity around being the toughest, hardest-working, never-need-help provider was now eighty-one pounds, lungs drowning, unable to lift his own hand.

Ethan had flown in the night before, expecting the usual gruff silence. Instead, his dad motioned him closer, gripped his fingers with surprising strength, and rasped three verses Ethan hadn't heard him quote once in four decades of spotty church attendance:

"By Grace... you have been... saved... through faith... not of works... His workmanship..."

A tear slid sideways into the old man's stubble. Then, the faintest smile Ethan had ever seen on his father's face. "Tell your mother... I finally get it, son. Turns out I was His masterpiece all along."

Four hours later, the machines flat-lined. Ethan stood in the hallway sobbing like he was sixteen again, only this time, the tears tasted like relief instead of shame.

Same three verses. Same unstoppable Grace. One life beginning in a folding chair, another ending in a hospital bed—both captured forever by fifty-eight words the Apostle Paul scribbled to a little church in Ephesus two thousand years earlier.

That is the quiet, relentless power of Ephesians 2:8–10.

In three short sentences, Paul hands every generation the entire gospel and the entire meaning of a human life:

	Verse 8 tells us how we are saved: by Grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.

	Verse 9 tells us how we are not saved: by trying harder, looking better, faking finer, or cleaning ourselves up first.

	Verse 10 tells us why we are saved: because God is an Artist who delights in turning dead rebels into living masterpieces and then setting them loose on good works He dreamed up before any of us took our first breath.


These verses are small enough to fit on a Post-it note, yet big enough to hold every season of a human life.

They held sixteen-year-old Ethan when he felt worthless. They held his dying father when he finally laid down a lifetime of
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