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Preface




This edition showcases the sites and structures where paranormal activity has occurred due to the often unexplainable and/or consequence of human depravity. Many of the showcased and photographed appear nondescript and ordinary, masking their significance with notoriety and infamy.




Throughout the Mid-Atlantic sector of the United States, these commonplace buildings and locations silently testify to events involving violence and individuals whose acts have scarred others, society and sometimes simply themselves. Their stories remain compelling evidence towards the fragility of the human experience and lives severed abruptly. Once you’ve absorbed the history behind each building, you will never view them with indifference again. Paranormal activity within their confines is commonly reported.
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The Doomed Fate and Enduring Spirit of Lovely Adrienne

Shiplap House Haunting:

18 Pinkney Street, Annapolis




Adrienne, a young and beautiful server at the Harp and Crown, decided to parlay the advances and flattery of male clients into tangible currency. She distained the security offered by numerous matrimonial offers for a violent bludgeoning afterhours outside the tavern. A disgruntled client? Owner John Humprey?




Humprey purchased the tavern from Edward and Mary Smith that originally opened in 1715. The name would eventually be changed to the Shiplap House. Adrienne’s spirit would linger with her distinctive scent of floral perfume. Real or imagined, her presence was documented throughout the 19th century. Famed Maryland painter Francis Blackwell Mayer lived on the property during 1877. While in residence, Adrienne stalked him in his backyard, but most disturbingly while in bed. He confessed his torment to his actual wife Ellen Brewer that he substantiated with the appearance of Adrienne written in red lipstick on the mattress.




Despite Blackwell’s startling hallucinations, the 22-year-old widow married him five years later. He was thirty-three years older than her. The couple had no children together.




His experience proved far from unique. Other bewildering and unexplainable activity would accompany the property over time, none of it consoling. Audrey, a young girl in a blue dress appears primarily to children. Mary, her nursemaid periodically distributes a timely swat to unruly young visitors in the old nursery. Both Audrey and Mary are reputed to have perished during the 19th century smallpox epidemic. In 1958, the Historic Annapolis organization acquired the deteriorating Shiplap House and converted it into its headquarters.
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The Hauntings Accompanying An Ill-Fated Governor’s Residence

Governor Calvert House:

58 State Circle, Annapolis




The Governor Calvert Inn was named after Captain Charles Calvert, who administered Maryland between 1720 and 1727 amidst great religious strife between Catholics and Protestants. He is credited with managing relations with the local Algonquian tribes by entering into negotiations with Seneca, Tuscarora and Shawnee chiefs.




Following his completed term, Calvert acquired land to construct a single-storied brick house accompanied by a greenhouse for cultivating oranges. The strain from leadership drove Calvert into early senility. Despite accumulating great wealth, he would die at the age of 42. His wife and oldest daughter would both die within the following three years. Their last remaining child Elizabeth would become a wealthy heiress and orphan.




His house was reportedly constructed during the 1720s. It originally lacked a second floor, but featured a novel basement stone heating system called a hypocaust that was employed to heat the tropical greenhouse.




Over the years, the property survived ownership changes, fire damage and various reincarnations. During the Revolutionary War, it became a barracks. Much of the contemporary haunting has been attributed to this era. In the 1940s, a woman committed suicide and reportedly still roams the hallways. During the 1970s, owner Paul Pearson instituted a substantial upgrade that included an excavation of the house. During the 1980s, it became part of the Historic Inns Inc. hotel chain. One of the novelties for guests is viewing a thick glass floor revealing the original stone foundation. 




Rumors initiated by guests have insinuated that unfamiliar faces have been glimpsed via that glass reflection. Mysterious sounds from the attic have even been heard from behind a locked latch key door. One of the most commonly identified spirits is named Dominic, a former employee. He has appeared in various bedrooms viewing guests undress. His voyeurism is unsettling to victimized clients. He is more commonly accused of playing less invasive harmless pranks. Room #3202 is reportedly the most likely to experience paranormal activity.
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Bladen’s Folly Evolves Into A Treasured Utilitarian Icon

McDowell Hall (St. John’s College):

60 College Avenue, Annapolis




Thomas Jefferson thought ill of the existing Annapolis provincial architecture during a 1766 visit. He observed that the city had no public building worth mentioning, except a Governor’s House. That Governor’s House had been designed in 1742 and commissioned by Thomas Bladen. After over twenty years, the structure would remain incomplete, falling into steady disrepair. The calamity would be christened Bladen’s Folly.




During Jefferson’s yearlong residence in 1784, St. John’s College acquired the building and finished the construction. The completed structure would be used for classrooms, a dormitory and college administration building.




The once ridiculed folly serviced the university proficiently until a 1909 fire gutted the building. The majority of the interior and external ornamentation was severely damaged or lost from the disaster. The thick masonry walls remained intact.




Three solution alternatives persisted in the aftermath. Many alumni and benefactors considered McDowell the most distinguished link for St. John’s with the 18th century. Others felt the destruction provided an opportunity to completely raze the relic and design a contemporary replacement, more spacious and efficiently designed. A third contingent favored restoring the façade and sides, but adding an auditorium in the rear and additional class space.




The solution ultimately revolved around fundraising. The largest donors inflexibly specified that they would only contribute if the repairs emulated the original design. They relented on minor modifications that included dividing the spacious room on the third floor into classrooms, eliminating the columns in the chapel and altering the straight and steep stairway leading to the east entrance hall into a square design. The reconstruction funds liberally flowed from the alumni. The resulting completion was universally praised.




McDowell Hall was not completely spared by the threat of later destruction. In 1952, another blaze damaged the Great Hall, bookstore and basement. The repair costs would exceed the previous 1910 reconstruction.




McDowell Hall is not the oldest building on campus. Two relocated buildings from the town outdate it on campus. They are the Chancellor Johnson House and Carroll Barrister House.
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Mary Reynolds’ Surveillance and Vigilance From Beyond The Grave

Reynolds Tavern:

7 Church Circle, Annapolis




William Reynolds diversified his hat shop into one of Annapolis’ earliest taverns during 1747 calling it The Beaver and Lac’d Hat. A tavern during that era functioned in the role of inn, dining establishment and center for social activities. Mary Reynolds started as a housekeeper and later became William’s third wife. Upon his death in 1777, she became the proprietress along with her daughter.




Reynolds’ Tavern enjoyed a stellar reputation and thriving business servicing the premier legislators of Maryland and national icons such as Washington, Franklin, Jefferson and Monroe. Mary’s obsession towards propriety and hospitality was legendary. She never relinquished her standards even from beyond the grave.




When she died in 1785, her ghost remained. She would insure the staff followed proper service protocols, ethical boundaries and even reign in troublesome drunken patrons. Mysterious cutlery arrangements, tipped over flower vases and latched bathroom doors confining the intoxicated revealed her intersessions. Her singing and audible footsteps were certified by many employees over subsequent generations.




The building was converted into a library between 1935-1974, before returning to its tavern roots during the mid-1980s. Mary Reynolds’ renewed presence became revealed and perceptible to those intimately involved with the operation. 
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The Kindred Spirits of Annapolis’ Oldest Tavern

Middleton Tavern:

2 Market Street, Annapolis




Middleton Tavern is recognized as Maryland’s oldest bar and a reflection of the development of America from British colony into a state within the United States. Established by Horatio Middleton in 1750 for a seafaring male clientele, the tavern was frequented by members of the 1783-1784 Continental Congress session at the Annapolis State House. This historic assembly featured the resignation of George Washington’s military commission and ratification of the Treaty of Paris. 




Amongst the acknowledged clientele including Washington were Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin and James Monroe. Following Monroe’s election as President in May 1818, he visited Annapolis. Tavern owner and Mayor John Randal officially welcomed him. The tavern became the meeting location for the Maryland Jockey Club, Tuesday Club and Free Masonry Societies. The property featured gardens spreading from Prince George Street to the water’s edge.




During the Revolution, George Mann operated the tavern. Following the conflict, Samuel Middleton’s son Gilbert operated the establishment until the 1780s. The next owner would become John Randall, a distinguished Revolutionary logistics officer. The Middleton Tavern trajectory would subsequently transition from popular dining establishment into general store and meat market, before eventually returning to its original roots and name in 1968.




Throughout the changes, within Middleton’s dimly lit top-floor, a Colonial era phantom known as Roland Johnson lingered like the pungent cigar smoke tinting the dated walls. Johnson was not only a renowned aficionado, but also a reputed malicious prankster. His reported exploits have included tossing glasses from their stationary shelves, toppling wine bottles and interfering with various electronic devises to his amusement and the user’s dismay. His shadowy presence may have found kindred accompaniment with Jerry Hardesty, who presided over the Tavern for over half a century. He passed away in 2021.

[image: Image]


A Dilapidated Reminder Of A Possible Historical Linkage

Whitehall Creek Farm:

1430 Whitehall Road, Annapolis







Periodically upon the pursuit of history and novelty, chance discoveries unveil potential scenarios and unresolved questions evading an explanation source. On the property of the Whitehall Creek Farm, an expansive, decaying and dilapidated farmhouse nears collapse upon the soil, which it was originally constructed. There remains no probability it will ever be repaired without a complete rebuild negating its historical significance. Time and inclement weather will continue a destined course ending the structure’s legacy.




The farmhouse is located near the roadway bordering the renowned Whitehall Estate with a documented and intriguing lineage. Whitehall is a colonial home where Horatio Sharpe, then the provincial governor of Maryland, began construction in 1764. The house is a five-part Georgian mansion with greater length in proportion to depth. It features a temple portico, one of only two pre-Revolutionary houses that existed within the American colonies. Black slaves and indentured white servants conducted the majority of the labor on the farm.




Sharpe had fanciful ambitions with his Whitehall tract commissioning the design of a pavilion, gardens, parks and an entrance court to the 1,000-acre estate. He spent an inordinate time in his garden planting rare shrubbery, trees and flowers from European sourced seedlings. His house on the property was intentioned for his bride-to-be, Mary Ogle, the daughter of an earlier governor of Maryland.




Mary Ogle shattered his castle vision by marrying his close friend and secretary John Ridout. Brokenhearted, Horatio Sharpe left for England on family business. He would never return and died in 1790.




Once the Revolutionary War commenced, Sharpe felt it unsafe to return and instructed Ridout to sell the property. Benjamin Ogle, father of Mary, purchased it and two days later sold it back to Ridout for the identical sum. It was never recorded as to Sharpe’s reaction or sense of betrayal towards his close friend and beloved fiancé. It is hard to envision that he accepted their duplicity gracefully. The Ridout family retained ownership for the next 116 years.




Ridout is a recognizable name to those familiar with the historical novel Roots by Alex Haley. In 1767, John Ridout acted as the agent for the sale of Haley’s ancestor Kunta Kinte and 97 other slaves transferred from the Gambia River in Africa to Annapolis via the Lord Ligonier slave ship. He presumably had some contact, probably minimal, with Kunta Kinte, but may have personally secured his services at auction. In 1799, Ridout mandated in his will that his own 100 slaves at Whitehall Plantation be emancipated. Each slave family was allocated one acre of land and material to construct a house. Reportedly many of the original slave families still reside on their bequeathed acre.




The Whitehall Plantation remains privately owned and barricaded from public access. No future activity towards opening tours has been pursued publicly. The question arises however as to whether Kunta Kinte actually lived on the property and/or was employed inside the decaying farmhouse.




There is no reliable source to answer that question. Even if the answer is affirmative, the building doubtfully wouldn’t offer any tourist or visitation potential. An enormous American flag drapes over the structure camouflaging the majority of interior visibility. The linkage with Kunta Kinte is micro-thin in all probability. Still it is perplexing to wonder…what if?
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History of Annapolis Law Enforcement

Old Annapolis Jail (Currently The Dock Street Bar and Grill):

136 Dock Street, Annapolis




The transformation of the ancient city jail adjacent to the city dock passageway extending from Annapolis Harbor is nearly unimaginable. The building’s bleak history is one of dank walls, urine-soaked floors and unimaginable filth. Both guilty and innocent prisoners were harangued and taunted by merciless spectators, as they remained publicly exposed in stocks and pillories. A 1766 official reportage described the conditions as so filthy and nasty that it is excessively nauseous.




Imagine such a cursed institution evolving into the Dock Street Bar and Grill, currently celebrated for its fabled crab cakes and dining cuisine. Its views overlooking Ego Alley are in stark contrast with those of the condemned from centuries past.




Annapolis has historically endured a modest crime rate. During the late 19th century, the majority of infractions consisted of discharging pistols, playing cards on Sundays, disorderly conduct, indecent language and smoking in the market. Policemen were obliged to purchase their own uniforms. In 1869, the use of a room for the police was allocated within City Hall for their headquarters.




By 1925, the police department consisted of a Police Chief and ten officers. The department made national headlines when a midnight execution in 1930 of Jack Johnson, 56, convicted of double murder went array. While being hung, Johnson dropped through the trap. The rope broke leaving him limp but still breathing. He would require to be hung a second time. Word of this blight shocked the public.




In 1938, the police headquarters would be remodeled. The four prison cells would be enlarged, but remained heated by a pot-bellied stove. An eleven-unit cellblock was added with central heating. During the remodeling, the police force operated out of the Anne Arundel County Jail on Calvert Street. In 1972, the department moved to their present headquarters on Taylor Avenue. The hanging gallows would cease use in 1955, replaced by the gas chamber. Capital punishment was abolished in 2005.
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A Family Attracting Paranormal Activity

Brice-Jennings House:

195 Prince George Street, Annapolis




The Brice surname became legendary within Annapolis. James Brice is best remembered for his mansion complex on East Street. His father John and a companion had their own confrontation with paranormal prophecy in 1771.




Judge John Brice was a wealthy planter and politician who financed his son’s political and pretentious ambitions. He provided him with sufficient land and capital to construct a nearby palatial estate.




Three years prior to the completion of his son’s residence, Judge Brice was entertaining a young woman named Miss Turner. She left a bedroom (presumably clothed) to retrieve a locket of hers. She encountered a frigid and shadowy presence inside the parlor compounded by the sighting of a ghastly woman seated with yellowed bandages covering blackened sores.




The elderly woman gazed directly at Miss Turner provoking a horrified reaction. The apparition resembled John Brice’s mother-in-law, Ariana Jennings. She presumably was residing in England with no prospects of a premature return. Any semblance of intimacy by Miss Turner cooled towards Brice. She fled the residence and later informed the judge of her vision. Later, he would receive a letter confirming his mother-in-law’s death from smallpox on the precise day and time of Miss Turner’s sighting.




The Halligan family became subsequent proprietors between 1917 until 2023 enduring periodic visitations. Kay Halligan, the daughter of Katrina Loomis Halligan recalled in a published article a bizarre childhood memory reportedly in 2005. She viewed a scraggly figure looming above her bed as she awoke one morning. The feathery spirit resembled her deceased grandmother. With all the innocent wisdom of youth, she calmly welcomed her and returned back to a sound sleep.
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The Collective Generation of Souls Co-inhabiting the Maryland Inn

The Maryland Inn:

16 Church Circle, Annapolis




The site of the present Maryland Inn was a pivotal location in 1721 employed by the Town Drummer. He would attract the citizenry’s attention before announcing the day’s news. Afterwards his drumming would signal the starting of the State Legislature for the afternoon session. Across the road at State Circle, the Maryland Assembly would convene. If a member was absent by the third drum roll, he was fined 100 pounds of tobacco.




Thomas Hyde, a respected local merchant, would construct the Maryland Inn on the grounds during 1772. The property would create a distinctive and mysterious legacy accumulating stories, speculations and personalities over subsequent centuries. Hyde operated the hotel for a dozen years before he was obliged to sell. His buyer became Sarah Bell who had previous served as his manager. She opened a tavern fronting the Duke of Gloucester Street.




Beneath the inn inside the wine cellar is a concealed tunnel leading directly to the State House. The passage might have been used for escape, abductions, or bootlegging during perilous circumstances. Its discretionary placement and rumors reveal no secrets. 




The Maryland Inn harbors a history of woe and accompanying spirits left behind. In room 405, a bride adorned in white paces the floor tragically awaiting her groom who has failed to attend their betrothal ceremony centuries before. He has abandoned her at the altar. On that identical floor, ghostly disputes and women mourning in black outfits patrol the hallways during evening’s darkest hours. They are the cursed widows and lovers of soldiers, who became casualties of the Revolutionary War, Civil War, and tavern brawls.




In the taproom, a 19th century naval captain quaffs yet another beer attempting to quench an insatiable thirst. A phantom tips his pipe and then exhales a cloud of smoke towards a living client that cannot visual identify him, but inhales the aroma. A creaking floorboard might betray another ghostly presence or an unsettling noise that seems out of place. Within the Maryland Inn, the unseen additions are all inclusive with the room tariff.
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The Headless Haunting of Cornhill Street

Cornhill Street, Annapolis




During the bleak and wearisome summers of the 1770s, disease, unhygienic conditions, and despair were constant accompaniments throughout seaside Annapolis. Fevers, smallpox, sexually transmitted diseases resulting in ghastly death rates lurking amidst the narrow streets and alleyways leading towards the harbor and fish market. The discovery of Penicillin and antibiotics remained centuries away. The extreme suffering involved with rapidly declining health often made death a preferable alternative.




A family on Cornhill Street during this dark period suffered the injustice of having both parents die prior to their two sons. The eldest son assumed the role of guardian, but lacked the necessary discernment or preparedness to assume the role.




The boys’ modest inheritance evaporated rapidly on drink, vice, and debauchery. Ceaseless noise at all hours emitted from their residence. Neighbors confronted the younger brother demanding that the annoyance cease. When they inquired as to the whereabouts of his brother, he claimed that he’d been abandoned and his sibling had relocated to Baltimore.




The noise abruptly ceased, but an aroma of decomposition replaced it spreading throughout the block. Neighbors traced it to the boy’s residence and specifically within the basement. The stench lingered. The horrified neighbors would eventually discover the decapitated older brother’s corpse buried inside an insufficiently deep grave to eliminate the smell. The younger brother confessed to authorities that he had slain his brother during one of their drunken melees. He was unable to remember the location of the discarded skull. It was presumed that he had dumped it in the harbor, but it was never located.




A headless apparition afterwards began wandering the narrow passage of Cornhill Street. The phantom is suspected to be the elder brother seeking his missing cranium. He has been sighted most often near the waterfront and adjacent narrow streets. There is no indication that he seeks vengeance against his sibling, merely his lost skull.
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Voodoo, Mystery and Majesty Accompany A Former Mayor’s Residence

James Brice House:

42 East Street, Annapolis




James Brice served as Mayor of Annapolis for over two terms during the late 18th century and as acting Maryland Governor in 1792. His residential complex constructed in 1774 is acclaimed for its meticulous architecture and detailing. The property has also remained shrouded in mystery over findings from a 1998 archeological excavation. 




The initial hint of a curse began when John Brice’s grandson Thomas would be found dead in the library under mysterious circumstances. His suspected homicide and even the probable cause of death were never conclusively revealed. John Brice would die in 1801 and over the next two centuries, his apparition would be sighted perpetually surveying his treasured home. Remorsefully, he couldn’t take it with him into the afterlife. To console Brice’s sorrow, a crying girl’s haunting, heartbreaking sobs and wails reportedly reverberate throughout the basement. Although her remains were apparently discovered at the time of her death, her grief has never been silenced.




The Brice House is a simplified Georgian-style mansion that protrudes above constricted East Street emphasizing its impressive neighborhood stature. The five-part plantation style complex has shrunk immeasurably into its urban setting. One and a half story wings connected by hyphens flank the two and a half story main house. Tall, thin chimneys appear as bookends to the main structure. The property is considered one of the finest preserved and most desirable from its era within Annapolis. The residence would remain in the family for a century before being purchased by St. John’s College during the 1920s and used as a faculty residence.




The acknowledged beauty of the exterior masks a more poignant reminder of suffering endured before the Civil War. A 1998 archeological excavation revealed a significant assemblage of voodoo remnants and tokens doubtlessly sourced from the period of slave inhabitation. 




Their fusion between honored West African beliefs and Christian imposed theology created a dualism involving rituals employed for protection and healing. Most of the artifact discoveries were found within the household walls located near fireplaces and doorways. That positioning potentially represented passages leading into the afterlife. 




In 1953, St. John’s College would return the house back into private ownership. The new owners began four years of essential repairs. The State of Maryland acquired the property in 2014. Two years later, an ambitious restoration project was begun and remains spanning multi-years and multi-millions of financial investment.
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The Vengeful Wrath Of The Town Butcher

Brooksby-Shaw House:

21 State Circle, Annapolis




Cornelius Brooksby, the town butcher was a meticulous and patient planner while viewing the construction of his dream house between 1770 and 1774. The new State Capitol project, located across the street, laid its cornerstone in March 1772. It would not be completed until 1779.




On December 11, 1722, Brooksby was voyaging to London and decided to create his will. He appointed his wife Ann as the executrix. He bequeathed to his two children Mary and John (also known as Cornelius), his land and eventually completed house. He stipulated that his son would inherit the dwelling house and his daughter the butcher shop. If the house was appraised at higher value, John was obliged to compensate his sister for the deficit.




His best-laid plans did not anticipate his unforeseen death in 1774, a year before the actual completion of his residence. His widow Ann promptly remarried Thomas Gough and paranormal disruptions commenced immediately afterwards.




The storm of haunting manifested itself through shattering glass, thundering noises, pacing footsteps and even reportedly the disapproving glare of Cornelius Brooksby’s apparition. The manifestations resulted in Ann and Thomas abandoning the house and even the children and their spouse’s eviction following brief residences. The building remained empty until 1784.




John Shaw, a locally respected cabinetmaker and State House caretaker inhabited the house that year was apparently spared from Brooksby’s aggressiveness. His eventual departure introduced a fresh sequence of terror. A dark brooding figure haunted the premises throughout the years when the building was occupied by government officials and even the Elks Lodge. Cornelius Brooksby proved that he could nurse a grudge, but his fury and vengeance was left to victimize only innocent observers.
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A Distinctive and Symbolic Legislative Capitol Building

Maryland State House:

100 State Circle, Annapolis




The Maryland State Capitol building has the distinction of being the only American state house to ever have served as the nation’s capitol. Before Washington D.C. was completed as a permanent location, the Continental Congress met in the former Senate Chamber from November 26, 1783 until August 13, 1784.




Just prior to that fateful 1783 session, Thomas Dance, a plasterer fell to his death while working on one of the domes. He apparently has maintained a grudge ever since with his employing contractor for failing to provide any unpaid salary for his family resulting in extreme financial hardship. His appearance is typically occasioned by flickering lights and blasts of violently freezing air currents.




During that yearlong session, George Washington approached the Congress to resign his military commission as commander-in-chief of the Continental Army. The Treaty of Paris was ratified there marking the official conclusion of the Revolutionary War.




Today, the State House is where the Maryland General Assembly convenes for three months each year and the state’s primary elected leadership maintains offices. 




Adjacent to the State House is Lawyers Mall, an open space created in 1973 following the demolition of the Court of Appeals building. Statues of Baltimore native Thurgood Marshall and Donald Gaines Murray are installed in the Mall. Marshall was the first black U. S. Supreme Court justice. Murray was the initial African-American to enter the University of Maryland School of Law.




Conspicuously absent on the Capitol grounds is another statue of a prominent Maryland jurist. Roger B. Taney became the Chief Justice of the United States between 1836-1864 following a distinguished statewide legal career. Taney’s status would become tainted and discredited due to his support of slavery and authorship of the Supreme Court decision in Dred Scott versus Sandford in 1857. 




The decision upheld the denial of citizenship to black Americans. Many observers conclude this flawed decision hastened the commencement of the Civil War. Taney died while still on the bench in 1864 as the conflict raged. During 2017, his statue would be removed following an infamous racially motivated white supremacist attack in Charlottesville, Virginia and subsequent legislative uproar. The removal occurred at midnight on August 18.
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