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INTRODUCTION



Ever wonder about the big guy in the red suit?

You know…Santa!

 

There are many signs that Christmas is almost here and Santa is on his way—lights everywhere, Christmas trees in all the windows, and toys, toys, toys! It’s easy for kids to go wild at Christmas.

 

But Christmas is not just about toys and wanting everything you see. It’s about having fun and believing in magic, getting together and giving to others.

 

So, how do you control your greed, still get what you want, and spread the cheer? Read this book and find out, because Santa is almost here!
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CHAPTER ONE

The Countdown



[image: image]

{ Operation Christmas begins right after Thanksgiving. }


Operation Christmas (OC) begins right after Thanksgiving. One day everything is normal, and then all of a sudden people get zapped with OC and go crazy. Everyone starts shopping, decorating, and having parties. Some people go a little overboard, if you know what I mean.

[image: image]


You know Christmas is coming when…


	[image: image] “Jingle Bells” is stuck in your head.

	[image: image] Giant snow globes and dancing Santas take over your yard.

	[image: image] Every commercial on TV makes you want new toys.



Kids get into the spirit by starting the Christmas countdown, making decorations, breaking out the Christmas stories and movies, and writing THE LIST for Santa.

 

That’s when you know OC has hit you bad.

[image: image]

TIP: 98% of people do not do OC calmly.


 

But one thing that doesn’t get kids in the spirit is taking Christmas pictures. This turns your parents into aliens. First, they make you wear clothes that match your brother’s and sister’s, and usually it is something fancy and uncomfortable. And who wants to match your four-year-old sister anyway?

 

Then you have to pose until your legs go to sleep or you get an itch, and your sister keeps poking you.

[image: image]


Many kids will put on a goofy face or not look at the camera. But Mom and Dad will be mad if you do this. They expect you to smile while your brother is stepping on your foot. 94% of the time someone messes up the picture and you have to do it over and over again.

 

This is too much for some kids. I have never taken Christmas pictures without a kid breaking down into tears. Happy Christmas Pictures!

[image: image]

TIP: Keep in mind it is drama time. Just fake it and get through it.
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CHAPTER TWO

Being Naughty



[image: image]

{ We don’t know how he knows…. So watch out. }


Santa watches your behavior the whole year. But December is the most important time not to be naughty. This is when Santa pays extra attention to everything you do.

 

Now, everybody makes mistakes, and Santa isn’t going to cross you off his list for one problem. You are probably okay if you are good 75% of the time.

 

But Santa sees everything, all the time! Even if you don’t get caught, Santa knows.

[image: image]

TIP: There’s no safe time for pranks around Christmas.


 

We don’t know how he knows. He might have spies, or your parents might tell, or it might just be his magic. So watch out.

[image: image]


Naughty things that could get you into Santa-trouble:


	[image: image] Putting soap in your brother’s juice

	[image: image] Hiding your sister’s dolls

	[image: image] “Accidentally” knocking your brother into a puddle

	[image: image] Whining



[image: image]

TIP: Don’t whine now; whine later. The day after Christmas is National Whiners’ Day.


 

Some kids think it’s okay to be naughty right after Christmas because you already got your presents and probably Santa is too tired to pay attention for next year.

 

Caution! You are not in the safe zone. This is actually a risky time.

 

After Christmas you have brand-new toys that your parents can take away if you are not having good behavior!
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CHAPTER THREE

Being Nice
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{ You can’t fool Santa. }


On January 1, you have a mission: Try to be good all year. It’s really hard, but you have to keep your eye on the prize at the end.

[image: image]


You might want to come up with a strategy to avoid temptation, so you don’t fall into trouble and make Santa skip your house. You have to give it some real thought first and then put your niceness plan into action.

[image: image]


Here are some things you can do:


	[image: image] Eliminate backtalk.

	[image: image] Impress your parents by doing what they ask plus more.

	[image: image] Help a lot more around the house, but don’t make it obvious that you are working for presents.



Keep it casual for best results.

[image: image]


Don’t be a double agent and just pretend to be nice. It’s not going to work if you’re only on good behavior in front of people but then do what you want behind their backs.

 

Sneaky stuff to avoid:


	[image: image] Saying you cleaned your room when you didn’t. That will never fool your parents.

	[image: image] Bribing your sister to do your chores. That will make your mom mad.

	[image: image] Playing a computer game when you say you’re doing your homework. That will make your parents report you to Santa.



[image: image]

TIP: You can’t fake being nice. Santa knows if you are faking.
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CHAPTER FOUR

Making a List and Checking It Twice
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{ You want to make a good impression on Santa. }


Project Wish List is very important and takes some planning because you want to make a good impression on Santa. The Christmas list is tricky because kids want everything, but you don’t want Santa to think you are greedy and selfish.

 

95% of kids go overboard with their Christmas lists.

[image: image]


Making a list is like what you do in school. You have to draft, revise, and edit before it is ready.

 

Start out by listing every single thing you want. This is your draft.

 

Then cut back so your chances of getting what you want will be better. This is how you revise.

 

See if your brother will put some of your toys on his wish list. You have to convince him that he would like them. This is how you edit.

[image: image]

TIP: Try this maneuver at your own risk! If your brother gets the toys you want for Christmas, he might claim them as his and not share. Backfire!


 

When you are ready for your final list, make sure you start it politely. “May I please have” or “I am wishing for” is much better than “I want” or “I need.”

 

Then it is persuasion time. Tell Santa why you want the toys and what is special about them. Emphasize things like it is good for family time or exercise. That seems to help.

 

Then send your letter to Santa and hope for the best!

[image: image]


Your wish list is like
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