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This songbook features all 25 songs from award winning New Zealand songwriter Claudia Robin Gunn’s 5th family album Sing for the Earth – Little Wild Animals. These original tunes celebrate children’s connection to the land and the animals that inhabit this planet around us. Science notes and activity ideas for families to explore with each song have been thoughtfully written by Claudia’s sister - Melissa R. Gunn (PhD). These notes are intended as a starting point for families and educators to stimulate further curious exploration.
Artist Elise De Silva has conjured a cast of animal characters and landscapes filled with rainbow colour in her illustrations. You’ll find this art all throughout the songbook, and some of the activity ideas promote further artistic exploration in children’s own time as well.
Producer Tom Fox’s fun and fabulous arrangements elevate these songs on the album across a spectrum from gentle lullabies to Americana vibes to funky disco beats.
Echidna Lullaby features the vocals of Sydney children’s music artist Angie Who while Love Birds Love and Zoo Hullaballoo feature respectively the Christchurch duos Itty Bitty Beats and Loopy Tunes Preschool Music. Claudia and Melissa’s mother Denise Gunn features on harmonies for Loopy the Inchworm and Roly Poly Polar Bear.
Use the QR code on this page to find more resources that support this songbook online including all the music to play along with - you’ll find both the full mixes (with vocals and instruments) and instrumentals (sing along backing tracks so you can sing karaoke style) available on streaming services and for download. 
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Our planet is full of a dazzling array of wild life – one of our earliest memories is watching David Attenborough’s Our World on a very small television with our sisters. Having our own children, we found that kids relate to animals on an almost mystical level. We would meet together with our babies in prams and then they became toddlers running wild, and then bigger school kids taking an interest in all the stories and facts to discover, at the Auckland Zoo for real live animals, and the Auckland Museum for fascinating specimens and displays.  These hubs between our far flung houses were our favourite meeting points in places of wonder. So the songs in this songbook have been inspired both by those playful days, and in response to our children’s concern and desire to take action on climate change and biodiversity loss. 
We hope that these songs help kids find some fun as well as learn more about ecosystems and incredible creatures from Aotearoa and around the world. We invite families to take these songs and make them their own by singing and or playing along. We have included all the lyrics, and simple chords in the same key as the album, and there are also sing along backing tracks available to assist along with the full recorded album. 
Happy little wild music making!
Claudia & Melissa
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Once upon a time, zoos were places where people came to point and stare at the rarities and oddities of the world, which were collected and housed in metal and concrete bunkers. The animals in such zoos often spent a grim and purposeless life far from their original homes. Today, many zoos are very different from the zoos of old, with a purpose of safeguarding animal families from their species going extinct.  
Enclosures are enriched with elements of their habitats to try and allow zoo animals a life similar to what they would have had in the wild. Zookeepers work hard to provide variety for their animals. And most important of all, many zoos and wildlife centres are involved in conservation efforts, both by funding conservation in the wild, and by providing emergency care for wildlife and breeding birds and animals for release back into the wild. Human families can aid these conservation efforts too by supporting their local zoo or wildlife centre and learning more about these animals.
In some cases, zoo populations have ended up being the last living examples of a species - and have provided the means for the wild to be repopulated. Some well-known examples include Przewalski’s horse, Bermuda land snails, and the Arabian oryx. 
In an ideal world, animals would be protected in their own habitat. But zoological parks can provide a stopgap measure. For example, in Aotearoa New Zealand, 9 out of 10 young kiwi in the wild die in their first six months of life, mostly killed by introduced mammals such as cats, dogs, rats and stoats. However, if raised in captivity until they are big enough to fend for themselves in the wild, over 6 out of 10 kiwi survive. That’s a much better chance of survival! 
The other part of making sure kiwi can survive in their native land is pest control - both removing pest species such as stoats and ferrets, and also keeping pet dogs under control in areas where kiwi live. 
[image: image-placeholder]Investigation activity: Do you have a zoo near you? Find out if it is involved in any conservation activities. 
Diorama activity: make a habitat-in-a-box for your favourite animal. Research what its needs are - consider what it eats, where it sleeps, what sort of vegetation it spends time in, and what kind of enrichment activities it might need. 
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INTRO 
(acapella)
We got animal families in 2 by 2 and 3 by 3 
F                    
There’s zoo babies everywhere
C                             G
Come on in and show you care 


VERSE ONE
C                                                        Em 
Our little tribe of kiwi’s growing here at our city zoo
F                                     C                    G
Recently the family’s been expanding
C                                            Em                                      
Darling little featherlings stretching out 
F            G
On their first morning




CHORUS
C                                      Em
Oh won’t you come and see
F                              G
Welcome to the family
C                                           Em                    C
Our little kiwi kinderling, longest beak and tiny wings
Em                              F              G
Join the tribe of kiwilings

VERSE TWO
Our flamingos are flamboyant here at our city zoo
Don’t you know our family’s been expanding
Fluffy gray flamingolings, cute as a button little things
Hanging out and having fun

CHORUS
Oh won’t you come and see?
And welcome to the family
Our pink flamingo finery, a regiment of plumery
Rosy tinted colony

VERSE THREE
There is a romp of playful otter here at our city zoo
Recently our family’s been expanding
So come and see the otterlings and welcome to the family
Little otters so divine, it’s nearly swimming time

CHORUS
C                                      Em
Ooohhee
F                              G
Welcome to the family 

BRIDGE
F                                      Em
All the zoos across the world 
F                                      Em
Are joining up to help preserve 
F                                                 C               G               Em
The families and habitats of creatures big and small




VERSE FOUR
And our spider monkey troop is growing here at our city zoo
Recently the family’s been expanding
Little spider monkeys, clinging on to dad and mummy
Flying high from tree to tree it must be lovely

CHORUS
Oooheeee
Welcome to the family
Little spider monkey babes, curiouser everyday 
Monkey business all the way
C                                      Em
Stripy zebra dazzling, giraffes a towering  
F                          Em           G
A lion’s pride, a keeper’s smile 
C                          EM
Kea conspiracy, kororā chattering 
F                                        G
Elephants a memory, red panda cuddling 
C                                             Em
Merry bound of wallaby, tiger cubs a tumbling
F                                  C                 G 
Tortoise Galapagos, so many families

CHORUS
Oooh eee
Welcome to the family
Oooh ee
Welcome to the family
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Lions have been symbols of bravery, guardianship or kingship since ancient times, appearing in the ‘cradle of humanity’ (ancient Mesopotamia, an area in the Middle East where some of the first civilizations appeared) around 7000 years ago! In Babylon, they were associated with kings and appear in tiled mosaics found by archaeologists. Statues of lions guarding important places became popular in China at least 2000 years ago. And in medieval times, knights renowned for bravery were often given the nickname ‘Lion’, like the British king, Richard the Lionheart. Lions are often used in heraldry - that is, as symbols for a family or individual. 
So, what makes lions brave? Well, it’s mostly that they are at the top of the food-chain. Nothing hunts lions apart from people. That probably appealed to ancient kings and knights!
Lions don’t start off brave though - as cubs, they rely on their mother to defend them. Mother lions usually take their cubs away from the rest of the pride until they’re big enough to cope with other lions. As adults, they spend up to twenty hours a day resting, rather than being brave! 
Lions used to be more widespread - as well as Africa and India, lions used to roam southern Europe. In the last ice age, there were also Eurasian and North American cave lions.
[image: image-placeholder]Activity: Make yourself a lion shield or tunic. Lions are often drawn rising up on their hind legs (‘rampant’), but you can draw a lion any way you like. They do like to sleep after all! Sketch your ideas on paper first, then use cardboard for a shield, or if you’re lucky enough to have a t-shirt you can paint, use that for a tunic. Paint your final design onto your shield or tunic, then step out bravely.
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