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The Price of Ignorance

YEARS ago, when I was at St. Peter’s Secondary School (now St. Peter’s High School) in Nkwatia in the Eastern Region of Ghana, I ventured into students politics. I aimed to be the school’s Library Prefect. There were three other contenders for that same position. I had very good policy propositions that I thought would prevail in the school’s political market. In the run-up to the elections, I did quite a good work interacting with small groups and individuals (one-on-one campaign).

Then came the big day, the crowning moment; the day all aspirants were to deliver their final message to the entire student community. Without a plan, I stood in front of the gathering and I went dead. Everything in my head evaporated. I stood there and managed to mumble some stuff that I still don’t remember. The election results?  You can guess.

Then onwards, I realized that what you don’t know is a big deal and can kill you. I did not realize hitherto that public speaking is an art. Even if you have something in your head, you should know how to spill it out. Subsequent to that experience, I picked a copy of Dale Carnegie’s How to Develop Self-Confidence through Public Speaking and began my speaking course. Now I find that a substantial aspect of my professional life involves speaking to people. I give oral presentations, interview people, lead meetings, moderate focus group discussions and even teach people how to speak. Learning how to speak has become an integral part of my professional life. Imagine the opportunities I would have missed if I had not looked at that aspect of my personal development. I couldn’t become the Library Prefect of St Peter’s simply because of ignorance. I didn’t know that I didn’t know how to speak.

That is life. Every space of ignorance in your life is a breeding ground for failure in certain aspects of  your life. Is it possible that the state of deprivation of many third world economies is a result of something the people and their leaders do not know? Why is it that people who are so much in love with each other could become fierce enemies? That is likely to be the price they are paying for something they don’t know. There is always a price to be paid for what you don’t know; you pay to get it or for not getting it.
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CHAPTER ONE

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER

And so What?
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NOT SCHOOLED BUT EDUCATED

“PEOPLE still find it hard to believe that he’s only a Form Five leaver! He may not have been to much school but he is more educated than a lot of PhD holders I know!”  That is how author and leadership coach Yaw Perbi speaks of the revered Chancellor of Central University, Mensa Otabil in his book Read! Otabil is also the Senior Pastor of Christ Temple; the flagship assembly of the International Central Gospel Church of which he is the Founder and General Overseer.

Listening to his Living Word broadcasts and reading his books could be quite enlightening. To bring his messages home, Otabil often cites scenarios from various disciplines. Using the Bible as his basic reference material, the pastor also draws insights from Natural Science, Economics, Geography, Mathematics, Politics, Computer Science, History, Medicine, Architecture and almost every subject you can think about. His book Pathways of Success provides a veritable testament to what I’m saying. What impresses me is not the fact that that he ‘knows a lot’ but how he got to know that much. As said by Yaw Perbi. Mensa Otabil is only a Form Five leaver; he has no formal college degree. Over the years, he has committed himself to a life of self-education and reading. He reveals in Pathways to Success that “In addition to the Bible. I continuously read books of all kinds.... Through reading, I am able to take what others have learned through their experiences





















	Reconsider your first impression: Don’t be quick to judge. The woman initially saw Jesus as a normal Jew but upon further consideration, she saw a different Jew. First impression is important but a second look might reveal something more profound.







	Relate the known and the unknown: During her interaction with Jesus. She merged what she knew about the Messiah with the demeanor of this Jew to unveil who Jesus truly was. The ability to relate what we know in abstract terms with what we see happening around us would give us insight.







	Receive the truth with sincerity: The Samaritan woman eventually accepted Jesus as the Messiah. Initially, she saw Him as a Jew but upon further engagement with Him, she perceived Him to be the Messiah and accepted Him as such. Whenever we come to the realization that our views are not equivalent to the truth, we should admit the truth without any inhibition and shift our paradigm.



















	Knowledge gives you the power to achieve. Whether it’s got to do with career, education or family, knowledge would play the underlying role in how far we can get.







	Your knowledge base encompasses what you hear, what you see and what you experience.







	True knowledge transcends superficial information to discover its profound meaning.









	We can cream off useful lessons from ordinary occurrences of life if we pay attention close enough.
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