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“The formula for human greatness is to learn to love one’s fate.”

—Nietzsche, ten months before he went insane 

1

The ceiling-mounted industrial lamp hovered over the doctor like a bad moon rising. He gave me a look with wide, unblinking eyes that were more robotic than human. You know that look...the look only a medical doctor can issue. The sloppily dressed late forties-something man did his best to remain stone-faced. Stoic even, when all he wanted to do was make an expression that was half, Who shit himself? and half, I’m glad I ain’t you, pal. 

I didn’t know what to expect other than what I’d read in pulp paperbacks, watched on Netflix, or witnessed in the movies. Still, it wasn’t anything like being seated in a mahogany-walled office covered in bookshelves and filled with all sorts of medical texts and journals the oncologist, whose name was John Pheiffer, was supposed to be published in. The exposed walls were also covered in framed diplomas that made him look important and credentialed up to his neck. 

Here's the situation: we’d already met in an examining room where I was stripped naked to the waist, my vitals were taken by a cute nurse, and I was subsequently introduced to Dr. Pheiffer. We spoke some small talk until he stopped beating around the bush and explained that a PET scan proves I have advanced lung cancer and even without performing the necessary biopsies, he could
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