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●  Founded in 1960, the Houston Oilers were a charter member of the American Football League (AFL).

●  Bud Adams, an oil tycoon, was the team's founder and owner.

●  The team's name "Oilers" was chosen due to Houston's association with the oil industry.

●  Houston's first home game was played at Jeppesen Stadium.

●  The Oilers won the first two AFL championships in 1960 and 1961.

●  The team became part of the NFL when the AFL and NFL merged in 1970.

●  The "Luv Ya Blue" era during the late 1970s and early 1980s saw the Oilers achieve significant success and widespread popularity.

●  The Oilers played in Houston until 1996, after which they relocated to Tennessee.

●  In their final season in Houston, the team played at the Astrodome.

●  Before becoming the Tennessee Titans, they were temporarily known as the Tennessee Oilers.

●  The team's colors were originally baby blue, white, and red.

●  The Oilers' logo was an oil rig derrick.

●  Houston had a special connection with the team, especially during its prime years.

●  The Oilers were the first professional sports team in Houston before the Astros and Rockets.

●  Famous broadcaster Keith Jackson made the phrase "Luv Ya Blue!" iconic for the team.

●  The Oilers introduced several innovations, including the first-ever football team's scoreboard.

●  Bud Adams initially aimed for a championship within three years, but the team won the AFL title in its very first year.

●  Adams and Lamar Hunt, the owner of the Dallas Texans, had a friendly rivalry as both wanted a team in the AFL.

●  Their relocation in 1997 left Houston without an NFL team until the Texans arrived in 2002.

●  There was significant pushback from Houston fans when the team was considering relocation.

●  Players from the early years recall the camaraderie and unique bond among the initial Oiler squads.

●  The first official team captain was George Blanda.

●  The Oilers' initial years were vital in establishing the AFL as a legitimate football league.

●  There were concerns about the team's viability initially, given the competition with the NFL, but the Oilers quickly proved the skeptics wrong.

●  Although the Oilers have left Houston, their legacy remains a pivotal part of the city's sports history.
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Greatest Players
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●  Earl Campbell, the Hall of Fame running back, played for the Oilers from 1978-1984 and is known for his powerful running style.

●  Warren Moon, the team's star quarterback, was the first African American QB inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

●  Mike Munchak, an offensive lineman for the Oilers, was a 9-time Pro Bowler.

●  Bruce Matthews played 19 seasons with the Oilers/Titans and made the Pro Bowl 14 times.

●  Elvin Bethea, a defensive end, played his entire 16-year NFL career with the Oilers and was an 8-time Pro Bowler.

●  Billy "White Shoes" Johnson was known for his flashy touchdown dances and dynamic punt returns.

●  Curley Culp, a dominant nose tackle, was integral to the Oilers' defense in the '70s.

●  Ray Childress was a five-time Pro Bowler and one of the best defensive linemen in team history.

●  Robert Brazile was a 7-time Pro Bowler and one of the NFL's premier linebackers during his era.

●  Ken Houston, a safety, was traded early in his career but left a lasting legacy in his time with the Oilers.

●  Warren Moon passed for over 33,000 yards during his time with the Oilers.

●  George Blanda, both a quarterback and a kicker, played seven seasons with the Oilers.

●  Charley Hennigan set records as a wide receiver in the AFL's early days.

●  Ernest Givins was a two-time Pro Bowl selection and had over 7,800 receiving yards as an Oiler.

●  Eddie George, though mostly associated with the Titans, began his NFL career with the Oilers.

●  Bum Phillips, though a coach, is remembered as one of the team's iconic figures.

●  Steve McNair, another player more associated with the Titans, was drafted by the Oilers and began his career in Houston.

●  Dave Casper, while more known for his time with the Raiders, played for the Oilers and was key during the 'Luv Ya Blue' era.

●  Jim Norton was an outstanding punter and safety for the Oilers in the 1960s.

●  The Oilers' rich history boasts 11 Hall of Famers who made significant contributions during their time with the team.

●  Haywood Jeffires, a receiver, had three consecutive 1,000-yard seasons in the early '90s.

●  Alvin Reed, a center, played for the Oilers in the AFL's early years and was known for his consistency.

●  Gregg Bingham, a linebacker, was known for his toughness and played 12 seasons with the Oilers.

●  Blaine Bishop, a safety, played his early years with the Oilers before the team transitioned to the Titans.

●  Don Floyd, an end, played in the AFL's early years and was a significant contributor to the Oilers' initial successes.
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