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This book is dedicated to my oldest son, Tom, who died in June of 2004.
Tom, you had such a fine mind. Since you couldn’t tell this story in this dimension—yet you transmitted it through me—I have written it for you.
I will always wish I had some time with you sitting by the Inukshuk on the edge of English Bay in Vancouver, BC.
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CODE
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“Barbara Hand Clow’s inspired and well-researched articulation 
	of the Mayan Calendar provides a significant aid to understanding the mechanics 
	of the acceleration of time and the process of human evolution. She offers a 
	refreshingly radical and hopeful outcome for our future beyond the Calendar’s 
	end in 2011–2012.”
Nicki Scully, author of Alchemical Healing and 

coauthor 
	of Shamanic Mysteries of Egypt
“From now through 2012 we are walking what the Mayas 
	call Xi Balba bih, ‘The Road of Awe.’ Tools that assist us in looking at the 
	vast acceleration and wave of evolution that we are experiencing, through the 
	largest possible soul lens, will be of great assistance during these transformative 
	times. This book is highly recommended for that process.”
Ariel Spilsbury, coauthor of The Mayan Oracle: 

Return Path to the Stars
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FOREWORD
  
In the legends of the ancient Maya, a divine incarnation who went by the name First Mother played a significant role. According to the Temple of the Inscriptions in Palenque, this divinity was born on December 7, 3121 BC, to prepare for the creation of what we may now call the National Underworld (the original Maya name is unknown). Surprisingly, perhaps, although it happened first, the birth of First Father, June 16, 3122 BC (exactly seven years before the onset of the National Underworld through his activation of the World Tree), was mentioned only after that of the First Mother. This attests to the importance of the First Mother, who was later also to take a pivotal part in the dynastic politics of Palenque, where the shaman King Pacal is known to have manipulated his own birthday to prove his spiritual heritage from her.
Barbara Hand Clow, “Grandmother Sky,” has literally played a role in the modern world corresponding to that of First Mother in the retrieval of the Mayan calendrical knowledge. Thus, through her publishing activities at Bear & Company, she helped disseminate to the world the books that pioneered this genre. Not only did she publish the early works by Arguelles and Jenkins on the Mayan Calendar, her advice as a reviewer was instrumental in the later publication of one of my own books by Bear & Company. Throughout the time she was active as a publisher, she herself wrote a series of books, among which I find especially relevant The Mind Chronicles and The Pleiadian Agenda. She has also taught countless students, who have come to experience many aspects of Native American and Maya knowledge through her work. Like the Maya, in the Pleiades she sees an origin for her information. Since she has seen this field be born and grow to its current extent, it is at present very valuable to read the synthesis of her thoughts in The Mayan Code, not only of the current state of the art of the study of the Mayan Calendar, but also of her extensive knowledge about astrology, esotericism, and shamanism.
What is meant by “at present”? As always, when it comes to studies related to the Mayan Calendar, it is critical to observe when a phenomenon emerges and what energy brings it into the world. The whole point of the Mayan Calendar is that it is not a linear calendar counting astronomical cycles, but one that describes the shifting spiritual energies of time. In such an energetic perspective, The Mayan Code comes onto the shelves shortly after the Fifth Day of the Galactic Underworld began on November 24, 2006. Today it is critical that information about the prophetic meaning become broadly accessible in a rigorous and yet attractive form to the public at large. At a time when Mel Gibson’s film Apocalypto has raised mainstream awareness of the existence of the Mayan Calendar, it is vital that we move beyond the question “What will happen in the year 2012?” to the deeper question of what is happening at the current time and what divine creation is all about. I believe we can understand what will happen in the year 2012 only if we realize that we are living in an ongoing divine process of creation and its timelines. So far, only a small minority of humanity is aware of this.
Because its mission is to strengthen the right brain, the Fifth Day of the Galactic Underworld will see the creation of new syntheses, especially of science and spirituality. The Fifth Day is also ruled by the energy of Quetzalcoatl or Christ, which in any particular Underworld leads to a decisive breakthrough of its particular phenomena. Since the Galactic Underworld fundamentally brings an end to Western dominance in the external world, and an integration of the intuitive and rational aspects of self in the internal world of the individual, The Mayan Code comes at a time when it is critically needed. It is crucial for people to understand the altered relationships in the world that this Underworld will bring as they are playing out in this very moment. In this regard, this book will play a significant guiding role. Now is the time for the Mayan Calendar to be studied and debated; when we come to the year 2012, it will surely be too late.
By 2012, we will either have made it through and been able to fulfill the divine plan, or have failed to do so because of our ignorance or the disinformation being spread by particularist interests. Regardless, in 2012 our ability to influence the course of events toward a collective quantum jump in consciousness to the Universal Underworld will have been lost. This is why we should focus on what the Mayan Calendar is telling us about the present moment and not about 2012. The serious student of the Mayan Calendar is not sitting around waiting to see what will happen, but is seeking to contribute to the ability of everyone to make this quantum jump. It deserves to be pointed out here that much of the debates over calendrical features and end-dates that have been going on over the years are not just hairsplitting. The positions taken on such key issues, which not too long ago seemed to be of interest only to scholars in dusty libraries, are now turning out to have decisive consequences for how we relate to humanity’s future.
Far from these dusty libraries, I am convinced that the Mayan Calendar has now become the Theory of Everything (or complete theory) that was anticipated in the closing words of Stephen Hawking in A Brief History of Time:
If, however, we were to discover such a complete theory, its general principles should be so simple as to be understood by everyone, not just a few scientists. Then we shall all, philosophers, scientists, and just ordinary people, be able to take part in the discussion of the question of why it is that we and the universe exist. If we find the answer to that, it would be the ultimate triumph of human reason—for then we would know the mind of God.

The book you are holding in your hand is a significant contribution to the abovementioned discussion. Hence, while the Mayan Calendar system lays down the universal framework for us to understand the one truth about God and God’s creation, we must recognize that no single human being is able to grasp the fullness of this truth. Our perspectives are always limited by our particular backgrounds and the fact that we are very much a part of the world we want to understand. Because of these limitations, there is a need for a discussion between different individual perspectives. This book by Barbara Hand Clow, the First Mother of modern Mayanism, may be regarded as an invitation to all to participate in the broader discussion of why we and the universe exist. Only as modern human beings have been able to integrate the contribution of the ancient Western Native American civilizations has it become possible for our worldview once again to become whole. While many recognize the value of the reverence that Native Americans have had toward nature, it is long overdue for us to realize that without their intellectual contribution, the calendar system, we would never have arrived at the framework of a complete theory. The Mayan Calendar has been the missing piece of the puzzle, and fortunately more and more people are becoming aware of this.
The Mayan Code brings new perspectives on all the Underworlds that constitute the prophetic Mayan Calendar system. The liveliness and tangibility of Barbara Hand Clow’s description of time acceleration, which is another word for the divine process of creation, is unsurpassed. I am certain that the reader will truly enjoy being on a journey with her as she explores its consequences for our own lives and for the universe at large. Her writings lead us to contemplate many unsolved mysteries, ranging from Neolithic stone settings to intragalactic communications and the nine dimensions of consciousness. The students of mine who have been dissatisfied with the absence in my theories of any reference to Atlantis and lost civilizations will here also find an alternative view.
I find especially interesting her explanations as to why it is that the Galactic Underworld, at least so far, has appeared so “ungalactic.” It has seemed to be much more about the movement toward balance on our own planet and in our own minds than about expanding into the Galaxy. It is in the very nature of things, however, that the totally new phenomena of the future are unpredictable. Nobody was able to predict the European discovery of the Americas, or the emergence of the Internet, for instance, and it always seems more difficult to predict completely new phenomena that expand and enhance our world than catastrophes that may destroy it. We must consider it likely that completely unpredictable phenomena will enrich our world, and maybe, if Barbara Hand Clow is right, we are in for a surprise.
The famous Austrian philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein once said that his theses were like a ladder that was absolutely necessary for someone who wanted to climb to the roof to have an overview of things, but once the roof had been attained, that ladder would no longer be needed and could be thrown away. The Mayan Calendar is similar. Barbara Hand Clow sums it up well: “During 2012, all the seasonal festivals, the equinoxes and the solstices, will be celebrated. And when time ends and the evolutionary activation driven by the World Tree is finally complete, the people of Earth will have forgotten all about history and the Mayan Calendar; they will be in ecstatic communion with nature and the Creator.”
CARL JOHAN CALLEMAN

BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON

10 CABAN, 7.16.17 OF THE GALACTIC UNDERWORLD
 
(OCTOBER 31, 2006)
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Carl Johan Calleman holds a Ph.D. in physical biology and has served as an expert on cancer for the World Health Organization. He began his studies on the Mayan calendar in 1979 and now lectures throughout the world. He is the author of The Mayan Calendar and the Transformation of Consciousness and Solving the Greatest Mystery of Our Time: The Mayan Calendar.

INTRODUCTION
  
Since 1987, three great modern philosophers have published masterworks on the Mayan Calendar: José Argüelles with The Mayan Factor in 1987; John Major Jenkins with Maya Cosmogenesis 2012 in 1998; and Carl Johan Calleman with two versions of The Mayan Calendar in 2001 and 2004. I have written many books myself since 1986 that occasionally touch on the Mayan Calendar, and now I’m ready to enter into this discussion just when the end of the Calendar is only five short years away.
You’ve probably heard that the conquering Spaniards burned up most of the Maya, Nahuatl, and Aztec literature. You may think there is not much left to investigate about the Maya, except possibly to visit their fantastic pyramid sites. In fact, in Maya studies, we have as much mythology, literature, and art as we have from the ancient Egyptians, Sumerians, or Greeks. There are still many descendants of the Maya who hold ancient memories very much alive, especially by keeping the ancient calendars. Maya culture is a gold mine. In this book, I will investigate the Maya science of time cycles, primarily by means of the Mayan Calendar, which tracks the last 5,125 years of history, the Long Count, which is also called the “Great Year” by Calleman.
What special qualifications do I have that might offer any more wisdom in this maturing investigation? From 1982 until 2000 I was the co-publisher of Bear & Company, then located in Santa Fe, New Mexico. We published the work of José Argüelles, John Major Jenkins, and other Maya researchers. Then in 2004, Bear published Carl Johan Calleman. As things turned out, by living and working in this field during the 1980s through early 2000, I was exposed to a whole new vista of what the Maya thought about more than a thousand years ago. This vista is what I call the Maya time-acceleration legacy, a view that is very important for the whole world now.
Ultimately, my understanding of the Calendar is very intuitive, since I am an active indigenous and Western shaman trained to travel in many worlds. Maya shamans initiated me at many of their sacred sites while I studied the Calendar. It is time to share what I learned from them, which I know my Maya teachers, Hunbatz Men and Don Alejandro Oxlaj, and my Cherokee teachers, my grandfather Gilbert Hand and J. T. Garrett, will appreciate. My understanding of how the Pleiades star system is part of Cherokee/Maya thought is especially valuable, because since birth I have been living simultaneously on Earth and in the mind of Alcyone, the central star of the Pleiades. In my childhood, Grandfather Hand taught me that Earth and Alcyone are my homes. I’ve never forgotten my star origins—not for a moment—since the Maya and the Cherokee are the people of the Pleiades.
All this having been said, there is something more deeply personal that guided the writing of this book. Like José Argüelles, who lost his oldest son, Josh, a week after Harmonic Convergence in 1987, I have lost two of my own sons during critical turning points in the Calendar. My sons Tom and Matthew both participated with me in Maya initiatic training (which is described in a moment), and I feel that their energy from the other side is very much a part of this book. I hope the knowledge they have transmitted to me from the realms of spirit has deepened my work—at the same time, this experience with them has helped me through many stages of grieving.
You’ve probably heard that nothing is more traumatic and challenging than losing your own child, and this is absolutely true. Yet, as with all other kinds of losses, if you can learn from such deep pain and transcend it, you are capable of attaining an overview of what’s truly important about life. The indigenous people of Mexico and Guatemala have suffered genocide many times over, which has almost destroyed their cultures, and still they are waiting for us to listen to them. I have survived my own personal wipeout of half of my family, and the only good thing I have gotten out of it is that I understand the suffering people of our planet. As families suffer daily in Iraq, I experience deep feelings of compassion for their losses. Before saying a few things about losing two of my sons, I ask every mother and father to resist having their sons and daughters sent to war by old men who do not care if these children die.
If they die there, you will know it was not worth it.
In their respective works on the Mayan Calendar, Argüelles, Jenkins, and Calleman each conclude that Earth will not survive if the Western scientific, materialistic, and progress-oriented paradigm continues to consume the world. All three teach that learning the secrets of the Maya can inspire humans to become enlightened and derail the Western imperialistic train to hell. As you will see in this book, I believe we will derail that train to hell, and the way we will do it is to create peace in our world.
My oldest sons Tom and Matthew were young men with sensitive hearts; both were philosophers and ecologists. My sons’ deaths were intimately involved in my awakening to the wisdom of the Calendar, so we need to know a little more about Tom and Matthew.
As you will see in this book, Earth experienced an alignment to the center of the Milky Way Galaxy in 1998, which has fundamentally altered the physical and psychic field of our planet; this is a scientific fact. This occurred while I was in Bali doing rainmaking ceremonies to extinguish the fires in the Kalimantan forests of Borneo. The rains came, and the Balinese invited me into the inner recesses of their most sacred temples to celebrate. I was in a state of ecstasy when I came home, and I now realize that my shamanic experience in Bali coincided with Earth’s alignment to the Milky Way. I shared these amazing experiences on the phone with my twenty-nine-year-old son, Matthew.
He’d never read my work because he believed that reading my books would scramble his ability to think logically, which could have rendered him useless during his graduate studies in limnology (lake studies). Oddly enough, though, during our last conversation, he said that he had just read my 1995 book, The Pleiadian Agenda. He said that my work was as important for the planet as his own work as a budding ecologist, which meant more to me than anything anyone has ever said about my writing. One month after our phone conversation, Matthew drowned in Red Rock Lake in Montana while he was setting in trout cages for a grant project he’d just been awarded. Given that Matthew left Earth so shortly after the great 1998 galactic alignment, this may have been something he could feel, since he was so sensitive to our planet. His wife Hillary and I believe that he was responding to that energy shift in the Galaxy in 1998.
Three weeks later, I received a fax from indigenous elders in the Yucatan, who did not know I’d lost my son. They wanted me to know that 12 Solar Ahau had left the Earth at the end of June and had flown out to the heliosphere to calibrate its energy fields, because Earth was shifting in response to a new galactic influence. I hope that Matthew is out there in that exquisite communication zone between our solar system and the Galaxy, the heliosphere. (The heliosphere is our solar system’s membrane of life, the envelope around our solar system traveling through deep space.)
When Matthew died, my life went into a tailspin and I was unable to focus on my job acquiring books for Bear & Company. Soon thereafter, my husband Gerry, who was the president of Bear & Company, and I sold the company because neither of us could continue anymore. The hardest thing about letting my job go was that I was afraid it might prevent the crucial Maya codes from getting to the public in time. Academic publishers were not willing to publish the works of these highly speculative authors who were letting air into an academic field that was beginning to stagnate. As you can see, because of their commitment and greater resources since 2000, Inner Traditions/Bear & Company have already gone way beyond what Gerry and I could have accomplished, given our state of mind after losing Matthew.
In 2004, Bear published Carl Johan Calleman’s The Mayan Calendar and sent it to me for my appraisal. I was stunned by the revelations in this book, and I immediately fired off a rave blurb. Then I sat down to contemplate the awesome implications of what Calleman had discovered about the Calendar.
What happened next is weird: I immediately sent a copy of The Mayan Calendar to my brother, Bob Hand. My forty-one-year-old son Tom, who worked with Bob, “borrowed,” that is snitched, 
The Mayan Calendar from Bob. Tom was very curious about the Calendar because our Maya elder, Hunbatz Men, had given Tom the full Quiche Maya warrior codes during the “1989 Maya Initiatic Journey” in the Yucatan, a gathering for indigenous teachers. Tom and I were together on that 1989 journey, and I could see that the secret male Quiche initiations that he had undergone had made him into a spiritual warrior; he was very proud of this accomplishment, but he was not allowed to share the details, even with me, of what he’d experienced. When Venus crossed the Sun on June 6, 2004—a key event in the Mayan Calendar—Tom hanged himself from a tree. Before his body was found, somebody stole Tom’s backpack. We are sure that The Mayan Calendar was in his pack, since Bob never did find his copy.
It cannot be meaningless that just before Tom took his life, he was reading Carl Johan Calleman’s seminal book, which emphasizes the importance of spiritual access to greater consciousness during the Venus Passage. I have felt Tom’s presence so strongly while writing The Mayan Code that I offer his story because I feel he has been writing it with me. Indeed, his soul may have chosen to go to spirit during the Venus passage so that he could exert a powerful influence from the other side. On a personal note, I’m Tom’s Mom, and I knew him well: Tom chose to go to spirit because he’d had enough of earthly pain after losing his brother Matthew in 1998 and then his father, John Frazier, in 2001. Given all of this, however, I will always wonder what Tom was thinking about regarding Calleman’s insights in The Mayan Calendar, and I honor his right to end his own life.
What’s the point of my sharing this with you? You wouldn’t be reading this book unless you are a person who is willing to consider definitions of reality wider than those espoused by the paradigms of scientific materialism, dogmatic history, and fundamentalist religion. What I have experienced in my life has changed me into a deeper person. As a teacher, I know how much each one of you has been challenged in your own way since 1998. I believe each of you has suffered as much pain as I have. Each one of us is going to die, just as Tom and Matthew have already, but that doesn’t change the fact that you and I are alive during an amazing moment in time, the completion of the Mayan Calendar during 2011. We are all living in a time that requires great courage and insight.
Since 1998, I have often felt as if I was about to go insane, but each time I’ve managed to find my way back to sanity. What follows is a clear appraisal of how things work in the Earth plane, into which many dimensional realms fold, with the most complex dimension being time. As a result of channeling The Pleiadian Agenda in 1995 and analyzing its findings in Alchemy of Nine Dimensions in 2004, I feel especially equipped to speculate on the spiritual aspects of time and cycles.
In these two previous works, I explored the Mayan Calendar as both the generator of time and the time-driven evolutionary force from the ninth dimension. These findings were bizarre and incomprehensible to me until June 2005, yet always the ideas had a life of their own; they originated in the Pleiades. After all, the Pleiadians say that the ninth dimension is the Mayan Calendar! Well, I never imagined that another writer, Carl Johan Calleman, would come forth with a similar yet greatly expanded version of this idea of sacred time.
It is professionally important for me to state my own view of the correct date for the end of the Mayan Calendar. Many Calendar researchers are battling over whether 2011 or 2012 is the exactly correct end-date, and Mel Gibson has even jumped into the ring with Apocalypto. As you will see in this book, I believe Calleman has discovered the 
purpose of the Calendar—tracking evolutionary time acceleration through 2011. Yet I also believe that the equinoxes and solstices during 2012 (plus certain astrological factors explained in appendix B) will be a huge influence on humankind’s ability to achieve enlightenment, so I have added that factor in detail.
Calleman’s discovery of the vigesimal time acceleration is a new and huge accomplishment, which actually caused me to write The Mayan Code. (The vigesimal numerical system incorporates the concept of zero and is based on multiples of twenty.) Meanwhile, my own knowledge of astrology and historical cycles enables me to see the need for an analysis of the planetary influences during 2012, based on the assumption that Calleman’s evolutionary theory is correct.
Thus, from my point of view, time and evolutionary acceleration will be completed on October 28, 2011, yet the Maya actually had the foresight to see that the Long Count will be completed on December 21, 2012, under the influence of critical astrological cycles. Astrology is little more than weather forecasting in the third dimension, yet we all like to know when a hurricane is coming. Time acceleration driving evolution is a force that functions in all nine dimensions, as I have explored in The Pleiadian Agenda. I believe that time in the ninth dimension is the actual driver of evolution in the Milky Way Galaxy, and I also think this concept is very close to what the Classic Maya thought. This idea of time may be the only theory that can explain why the Maya sacred year was 360 days long—as it was with many other ancient sacred cultures—but the agricultural year in the solar calendar was 365 days long, called the Haab. Discussing such ideas is only possible by acknowledging the considerable contributions of the great minds that have come before, which includes all the archaeologists who devotedly documented the glyphs of the Calendar and deciphered their meaning.
According to Calleman, June 2, 2005, was the midpoint of the period he calls the “Galactic Underworld,” which began on January 5, 1999, and will continue until October 28, 2011. At the midpoint of any one of the Nine Underworlds, the evolutionary developments during that cycle become visible. The analogous midpoint of the great historical cycle from 3,115 
BC through October 28, 2011 AD, was 550 
BC, exactly when great teachers—such as Pythagoras, Zoroaster, Plato, Isaiah II, Lao-tse, Confucius, Mahavira, and the Buddha—appeared on the planet. The Maya most likely composed their Calendar around 550 
BC, which means it is a script for enlightenment. The teachers of the Galactic Underworld have now—as of June 2005—appeared, so read on!

1
THE MAYAN CALENDAR
THE DISCOVERY
The story of the discovery and interpretation of the Mayan Calendar
is one of dedicated and spirited scholarship by a cadre of adventurous
people. These few intrepid researchers accomplished what was nearly
impossible: they deciphered the Calendar’s 5,125-year Long Count,
and in so doing may have revealed the Creator’s design for human and
planetary evolution. Their legacy is probably the last opportunity for
any of us to correctly interpret a highly advanced, ancient, sacred culture.
During the 1930s, after enough dates had been deciphered and
correlated, scholars could see that the Classic Maya (who lived from
around AD 200 through 900) were obsessed with computing time and
determining its meaning.
Working to decode the meaning of time, the Maya invented what is possibly the most sophisticated mathematical computational system in the history of human culture. Actually, the origins of this dating system considerably predate the Maya Classic period, and as you will see in a moment, there are many inscribed dates at Maya Classic sites that go back thousands, millions, even billions of years. These great dates are computed by means of a simple but brilliant system of bars, dots, and a symbol for zero: a totally accurate place-value notation system. The Olmec are the mother culture of Maya civilization, and elements of the Tzolkin—the 260-day count, which is still in use today—have been found at Olmec sites dating back around three thousand years, a further indication of the antiquity of the Maya dating system.
Most archaeologists believe the Olmec culture of central Mexico originated prior to 2000 BC. Be aware, however, that archaeologists of the last two hundred years are notorious for having underestimated the real ages of the origins of cultures. The archaeological data show that the Olmec were using the early vestiges of the Calendar; therefore, I begin this book by suggesting that the first arrival or congealment of the Olmec culture must have been around 3113 BC, the beginning of the Long Count. Since the Long Count describes the origins, development, and demise of Mesoamerican civilization, and because the Maya are the descendants of the Olmec, the seeds of the Maya must have already been sown by the very beginning of the Long Count.
In Maya mythology, the domestication of maize is associated with the origins of the people, and maize was discovered in the region seven thousand years ago.1 The Calendar is called the Mayan Calendar (not Olmec) because the Classic Maya perfected all the aspects of it. They calculated how time influences history, and they left a clear and complex record of their discoveries. When they were developed enough to mythologize their origins, they linked the development of maize with their own origins in time in their creation account, the Popol Vuh. Today, corn remains a central focus of Maya culture and ceremony. The Long Count begins around 3113 BC, which happens to be the moment when complex temple-city civilizations suddenly arose in ancient Egypt, Sumer, and China. Since the Maya were also a culture with pyramids, hieroglyphs, mythology, and astronomy, and since their Calendar accurately describes the historical cycles of the development of civilization, why not assume their actual origins go back to the beginning of their Calendar, especially since maize was domesticated even earlier? This is an important point because all thirteen baktuns must be considered, especially the originating baktun, when complex civilizations began, which was 3113 to 2718 BC. (A baktun is a period lasting 394 years; baktuns are the main divisions of the 5,125 years of history that the Long Count describes.)
I will not spend much time on the pros and cons of scholarly disputes about Maya origins, since our interest is primarily in their Calendar. From my perspective as an indigenous person, I often differ with the opinions of archaeologists and anthropologists. I find that they are frequently wrong regarding the origins of cultures and their levels of complexity, especially concerning the native cultures of the Americas. In the case of the Maya, luckily time has already sorted out many of the early arguments about the Calendar, which makes it possible for me to add my own reflections. Calendar researchers are in remarkable concordance about the beginning-and end-dates—3113 BC to AD 2012, or 3115 BC to AD 2011 in the case of Carl Johan Calleman.
What few agree upon is what the Calendar actually means, such as the idea that it describes historical cultural evolution for 5,125 years, or evolution by time in general for 16.4 billion years, as Calleman posits. Academics rarely speculate about the meaning of the Calendar except to say that the Maya were obsessed with time. The writers I discuss at length in this book are not academics, yet they are scholars, and their interest is in uncovering the meaning of the Mayan Calendar and figuring out why the Maya were so obsessed with time.
In any event, we are all free to consider radical ideas about what the Maya might have been thinking, because modern cosmology has advanced enough to make this possible. We moved from a geocentric (Earth-oriented) to a heliocentric (Sun-oriented) perspective only four hundred years ago, right around the time that the last baktun of the Long Count began. Now, we are rapidly moving into a 
galactocentric (galaxy-oriented) perspective as this last baktun closes. It is only recently that most people have become aware that our solar system orbits around the center of the Milky Way Galaxy, and that our Galaxy is one among billions of other galaxies in the universe. Most researchers believe the Mayan Calendar tracks the development of culture by time, which is why people are so curious about it. We understand very little about the ancient Egyptian calendars because the limited Western materialist mindset controlled the first interpretations of this great sacred culture. More true interpretations of Maya culture are available because the discovery of the Maya goes back only 150 years, and most scholarship in this area has occurred during the last 100 years.
The public became aware of the findings of the early Calendar researchers in the 1950s, when scholars such as Sylvanus Morley and Eric Thompson published books about the numerical and mathematical systems of the Maya.2 People were intrigued that the Maya used the vigesimal system (based on zero and multiples of twenty) for counting by dots and bars; few people could comprehend the awesome complexity of these great dates in the Calendar. The facts are that Maya science was incredibly advanced, and the concept of zero was not even available in Europe until the Muslims introduced it to the West in Spain around AD 1000.

CONTINUITY IN MESOAMERICAN CULTURE
The public was especially intrigued that millions of Maya descendants still live in villages near romantic pyramids in the jungle. Like ghostly guardians, the living Maya linger near cities that their ancestors had abandoned a thousand years ago. I will never forget my first ceremonies with the Lacondon Maya near Palenque in Chiapas, Mexico, in 1989. Like Essenes or Gnostics, the men wore pure white tunics of soft handwoven fabric that fell just below their knees, and their long, straight black hair fell down below their waists. Their faces were absorbed in another time when they brought forth pots they’d just recently made in the traditional way for the ceremony in the forest.
Isolated Maya clans in Chiapas in Mexico and in the highlands in Guatemala still keep the original calendars by counting the days. As well, they have preserved many of the most ancient rituals and healing skills. Luckily, since the 1960s and thereafter, sensitive scholars have gone to live among the Maya and document their ancient knowledge, a process so badly executed in the past by the conquistadors and Spanish clerics. Scholars who have actually lived with the Maya and learned their languages have added rich insights about the meaning of their original myths and dating systems. These insights have arrived just in time, for they put a check on the usual imposition of the Western cultural mindset. It would not be possible for more speculative researchers such as myself to consider and analyze the Mayan Calendar without the support of the findings of these seminal scholars at work in the field.
The Olmec, Maya, Toltec, Aztec, and living Maya continuity of art and mythology over great spans of time is impressive. The best word for this entire indigenous culture is Mesoamerican, since it honors the participation of living people in the ancient traditions. By the 1970s, a convergence of Maya studies was occurring because so many astonishing facts had been uncovered. Some of the most brilliant thinkers of our time—such as Terence McKenna and José Argüelles, who are best described as “new-paradigm researchers”—turned their attention to the Mayan Calendar. They have concluded that the Mayan Calendar is important for the Americas and for the whole world, and I agree. Some people, including myself, think that these Mesoamerican advances are the missing link that explains why the West has lost its soul during the last four hundred years. The Maya are the spiritual ancestors of people living in the Americas (as well as the Native Americans of the United States, the First Nation people of Canada, and the various ancient people of Central and South America), yet the meaning and viability of their traditions was denied and nearly eradicated.
Fifty years ago, growing awareness of the magnificence of Maya culture was opening great and wide perspectives in the history of ideas. For example, when Maya glyphs were finally deciphered, dates were found, such as at Coba in Southern Chiapas, that go back millions, billions, even trillions of years. In 1927, after these Maya dates were correlated with modern calendars—the GMT correlation (Goodman-Martinez Hernandez-Thompson)—most researchers agreed that the Long Count begins around 3113 BC.3
For many, it was amazing that the Maya had targeted the same date that archaeologists use for the simultaneous rise of civilization, which supposedly just emerged out of thin air with complex writing systems and elaborate temple cities popping up. New-paradigm writers have been commenting wryly that there are too many “suddenlys” in the historical dogma, and that something more is going on. I quite agree. If you think about it, the simultaneous global emergence of civilization in 3113 BC feels organic, as if humanity received an evolutionary signal 5,125 years ago. Well, as you will see, it did!

TIME CYCLES IN THE CALENDAR
What fascinates many is that the Long Count divides into cycles instead of just rolling along endlessly in linear time. As I get into this, Mayan cycles may not fascinate you at all, they may even seem to be as impenetrable as Greek. To help you absorb this part more easily, Chris has made some cartoon-like drawings, based on my sketches, that depict the basics of Mayan calendrics. In my case, I have to understand the Calendar mathematically to write about it, but you can just imprint it visually to read about it. Actually, that is how the Maya did it themselves, which is why it is likely that many of the people knew a lot about the symbols and numbers (of the Calendar) as they still do today.
The Long Count of 5,125 years is divided into thirteen cycles of about 394 years called baktuns; each baktun is divided into twenty cycles called katuns, which are composed of twenty 360-day-long tuns. Since the basic unit, the tun, is 360 days, time inches backward about five days during nearly a solar year (a solar year consists of 365 days), which yanks one’s mind right out of linear time.

				
					[image: image]
Fig. 1.1. Baktuns.
At major Classic sites—such as Copan in Honduras, Palenque in Mexico, and Tikal and Quirigua in Guatemala—during Baktun Nine (AD 435 through 830 according to the Long Count) katun dates were often inscribed on steles, along with artistic and mythological depictions of historical and ceremonial events. Baktun Nine is only one section of time in the middle of the Long Count of thirteen baktuns, yet this was the period during which the Maya deepened their conceptions of what really goes on with time. We know that during Baktun Nine, ceremonies and divination were carried out constantly during important katuns and tuns. You could say 
the Maya made time divine during Baktun Nine.
The Classic Maya must have been studying the actual qualities of phases of time, since they erected and dated steles and paintings depicting content and mythology. They also depicted their mythology on thousands of Calendar-dated pots. In other words, they were telling their story and divining time. They seemed to have been attempting to discover the unique qualities of each katun (since 19.7 years was about one generation), which would then apply to the katuns of any future baktun.
 
				
					[image: image]
Fig. 1.2. Katuns.
The Tzolkin—the count of 260 days—is based on thirteen numbers and twenty day signs or symbols. In the Tzolkin, each of the day signs has unique qualities, which are altered by whatever number they happen to have. That is, 1 Kan is different from 8 Kan.
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Fig. 1.3. Tzolkin.
The divisions that involve qualities are those of the twenty day signs (which are also each tempered by their numbers), which the Maya first discovered by experiencing the different days over a period of many years. Once they understood the twenty days and thirteen numbers—the Tzolkin of 260 days—then they explored the sacred year—the tun of 360 days—to understand qualities in larger and larger increments vigesimally, that is, time acceleration by 20 × 20. As you will see, the acceleration of time through the expression of multiplying basic units by twenty is a key concept in the Calendar, and it started with multiplying one tun by twenty to get one katun. Then a katun is multiplied by twenty to get a baktun, a baktun is multiplied by twenty to get a piktun, and so on. Therefore the tun is the basic unit of time acceleration in the Calendar.
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Fig. 1.4. Tuns.
The 360-day tun count is in resonance with the 260-day Tzolkin because the primary numbers that the Tzolkin is based on—thirteen and twenty—are both resonant with the longer thirteen baktuns (consisting of twenty katuns) which make up the Long Count. And just as each baktun has a quality of its own, which is numerical, so do the thirteen numerical days of the Tzolkin. I know this is confusing, hence it will be explained in more detail as we go along. What matters as we begin is to feel a sense of 
resonance in time cycles. To put it another way, a tun resonates or vibrates with a katun, a baktun, and so on. All this eventually leads right to the theory of vigesimal time acceleration.
The Classic Maya ended up with a very organic and mysterious view of time that still intrigues millions of people today. They seemed to have been trying to figure out how time grows and expands, which amounts to an attempt to capture the nature of evolution by time acceleration. As you will see when we investigate Carl Johan Calleman’s theories, it is highly probable that they were investigating the acceleration potential of time. Think of how the minutes and hours drag when you wait to see your lover again, and think of how time flies once you are together. I think of Maya time acceleration as the essence of divine love because it fleshes out our personal relationship with the Creator; it describes the birthing potential of the universe.

VISITING MAYA TEMPLES
When I go to Classic Maya sites, I feel as though I’m in a living library inscribed in stone. The steles and inscriptions speak to me because they are sculptural, literary, and mathematical. If I can’t figure out what I’m sensing, then while I am contemplating these messages, animals and insects reveal the codes to me by their behavior, which is why I always watch for signals from nature when I visit temple zones. The steles and inscriptions are guarded by palpable beings in other dimensions that joyfully open their secrets to me, or sometimes rudely push me away. Occasionally, I use incense or a rattle to contact the spirits guarding the stones. Once when I was rattling with my Turtle Nation rattle in the Temple of the Foliated Cross at Palenque, two arrogant archaeologists tried to interrupt me. They almost fell off the edge of the temple when invisible temple guardians pushed them!
I’ve sat for hours meditating with the steles, which sometimes finally come alive to reveal their records
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