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Beanotown Library. Some
say it’s Beanotown’s
tallest building – it has the
most stories, you see!





This is where the Menace family lives. Menaces by name,
Menaces by nature. At least that’s what the neighbours say!










Cold Trafford,
home of
Beanotown
Untied Football
Club - it was
supposed to
be Beanotown
United, but their
speeling wuzn’t
verry goood!





Perkins’ Paperclip
Factory - the workers
are all very attached
to their work!





Beanotown
Allotments -
hurry up if you
want one, they’re
growing fast!





Bash
Street
School,
where all
the coolest
kids go.















Chapter One





One Catapult To
Rule Them All





It was the best catapult Dennis Menace had
ever found.

It wasn’t a forked branch. It was a forked
tree trunk! Dennis dragged his catapult all the
way from Beanotown Woods to his house at
51 Gasworks Road.





THIS HAD BETTER
BE WORTH IT!





GNEE-HEE!










Dennis’s awesome dog Gnasher dug a hole
in the lawn. Dennis put the trunk into the
hole, then tied a pair of Dad’s bum-sculpting
elasticated trousers to the fork for elastic.

‘Dad won’t be happy when he sees what
I’ve done with his trousers,’ said Dennis, ‘but it
will be worth it!’





‘Gnash!’ said Gnasher. That’s what Gnasher
says, mostly.





Dennis picked up a sack of rotten tomatoes
he’d found in the bins
at the back of WIDL
(Beanotown’s cheapest
supermarket), and
loaded the yucky,
squishy fruit into the
seat of the trousers.





LOOK AT THAT! DAD’S
BUM IS EXACTLY THE
SAME SIZE AS A SACK
OF ROTTEN TOMATOES!





GNEE-HEE-
HEE!










He pulled the fully loaded trousers back
as far as he could. ‘This is going to be the best
SPLAT in history!’ said Dennis. ‘Dad’s shed
won’t know what hit it!’





The elastic in the trousers


               
st
r
et
ched
 and          


.





Dennis closed one eye to make sure he was
going to score a direct hit on Dad’s shed, then
let go. Time seemed to slow down.

First, the super-stretched elastic snapped
back to normal size, hurling the rotten
tomatoes at the shed.

Then the shed door opened and Dad
stepped out, newspaper tucked under his arm.

‘Uh-oh!’ said Dennis. ‘I didn’t check to see
if anyone was in there!’
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Ninety-nine red tomatoes rocketed towards
Dad at the speed of fright.





EEK!
NOOOOOOOOO!






S
P
L
A
T
C
H
!






Dad looked like a giant, surprised,
strawberry jelly baby.




4








GRRRRRR!





YOU CAN SEE
THE FUNNY
SIDE OF THIS,
RIGHT DAD?





Dennis saw the funny side. His baby sister Bea
saw the funny side. Mum saw the funny side.
Dennis’s Gran hopped on her motorbike and
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came round just to make sure she didn’t miss
seeing her son covered in smelly tomato pulp.





But grumpy Dad definitely did not see the
funny side.

‘All I’m saying is I’m not sure if grounding
him for ten years is enough of a punishment,’
raged Dennis Senior.

‘Eyes closed!’ ordered Mum, aiming the
power washer at him.






S
S
H
H
R
R
I
I
E
E
K
K! 






Don’t let Mum’s face fool you –
she’s enjoying that! – The Ed










‘That’s COLD!’ whimpered Dad. ‘Can’t I just
go inside and have a nice hot shower?’

‘And get tomato juice on my new carpet?
No way!’ Mum replied, giving him another
blast, on the bum this time.





‘GNASH-GNASH-GNASH!’ said Gnasher,
because the postman was at the gate.

‘Letter for you,’ the postman called,
staying firmly outside on the street. ‘It’s
a wedding invitation. Your cousin Lindy’s
getting married to Marcus in Nuttytown
in two weeks.’





‘Are you reading our mail again, Josh?’
Dad asked.

‘Er, no . . . I’m just good at guessing!’ said
Josh, folding the letter into a paper aeroplane
and launching it at Dad’s face.
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OUCH!





Mum picked up the letter and opened it.

‘Aw! You’ll never guess . . .’ she said, smiling.

‘Lindy and Marcus are getting married in
Nuttytown in two weeks?’ said Dad.

‘Yes!’ cried Mum. ‘Isn’t it exciting? Oh, and
it says grown-ups only – no kids!’
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