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John Wesley said:  “Give me one hundred preachers who fear nothing but sin, and desire nothing but God, and I care not a straw whether they be clergymen or laymen; such alone will shake the gates of hell and set up the kingdom of heaven on Earth.”

Wesley was an English cleric, evangelist, and theologian best known for pioneering the Methodism movement in the Church of England. While the above quote is well-known, here is the rest of the quote that precedes what he had said: “Our preachers, many of them, are fallen.  They are not spiritual.  They are not alive to God.  They are soft, enervated, fearful of shame, toil, hardship.” He penned these words when he was in his eighties, as quoted in The Life and Times of the Rev. John Wesley (Luke Tyerman).

These words still ring true since he died in 1791. More than ever, we live in perilous times of deceptions, lies, devilish propaganda and fables disguised as truth. And then we are talking of the erroneous teachings, ideas and opinions circulating that define the church. And the word “church” is used in context to the deceptive religious system where men rule. Of those who exchange God’s truth for a lie we read in Romans 1, 2 Timothy 3 and 4, 2 Peter 2, Book of Jude and 2 Thessalonians 2 (the great apostasy and standing fast). Of those who resort to the dictates of the flesh and not of the Spirit (Romans 8), we read that they show a form of godliness but deny its power (2 Timothy 4:5).

We read what Jesus said in Luke 13, “And He said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25 When once the Master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for us,’ and He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know you, where you are from,’ 26 then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets.’ 27 But He will say, ‘I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.’

Such a religious system corrupted by greed, carnality and tradition that was also so evident among the Pharisees and Sadducees (read the seven woes of Jesus in Matthew 23), is compared to the Bride of God who is the true Ecclesia and the living stones of the spiritual house, therefore a holy priesthood (1 Peter 2). It is such an Ecclesia who seeks the Kingdom of God and His righteousness (Matthew 6:33), who upholds the greatest commandment of loving God as the greatest treasure to seek and who desires only to serve God as Lord, Master, Saviour and King.

The world without God shall know only darkness, evident in the history of the last 2000 years, but it is sad how such spiritual darkness and apostasy has seeped ever deeper into the foundation and bosom of the church.  Apostasy can be defined as not seeing Scripture, not hearing Scripture and not speaking Scripture! For truth has become the rarest commodity on earth, yet remains the most valuable. By truth, man is liberated from his bondages, yokes and carnal afflictions (John 8:32). It is for such a reason that the devil has tried everything in his power to distort the truth, to hide it, to abuse and manipulate it.

For the time of Constantine declaring Christianity as the official religion of Rome, the Church had remained weak when it came to walking in the true power and authority of God. Why? Because such authority and power come from a life utterly yielded and submitted to God, not man. Still, such artificial power and authority plague the church of today, as priests and pastors become demigods. Religion, legalisms, erroneous teachings, and tradition have indeed nullified such power, and still do today, as the truth of the Kingdom is left butchered in the street along with those martyred for holding onto the true faith at the expense of self-empowerment and exaltation.

While the world witnessed the revival of the Bride following the Reformation, driven by a furious passion by disciples like Wesley, Martin Luther, John Knox and George Fox, sadly, today the church, both the Catholics and the Protestants, paints a miserable picture of disorder. The once valued Pentecostal and Charismatic movements have become launching pads for the prosperity gospel, and for practices of Spiritism and even the occult. Churches now resemble well-oiled functioning businesses, or even worse, some border on being a cult instead of being a place where disciples are empowered to win the lost for Christ. Even demonic work is disguised as the work of the Spirit of God, lest we forget 1 Timothy 4, “4 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth”.

An attitude of complacency, passivity and lukewarmness to the truth of God has settled upon the church. She is drowning in the muck of pride, lawlessness, rebellion and apostasy. The warning of 2 Timothy 4 rings ever true, and louder than ever before, for we were told that people in the church in the last days will turn away from the truth. Truth has been tossed away as man stubbornly heads down the road of self-indulgence and greed. The church is now led by opinions, by lies pretending to be the truth, and by a man-centred and man-pleasing gospel.

The reality is that people don’t want to hear the truth because they don’t want their illusions destroyed. An illusion is when information arising from “real” external stimuli leads to an incorrect perception, or false impression, of the object or event from which the stimulation comes. In other words, it is a wrong or misinterpreted perception of a sensory experience. As long as we are led by our senses and try to determine the truth according to external stimuli, instead of relying on God and His knowledge for the truth, we will then be enslaved by the illusion of truth. Clearly, in churches, we have illusions about who God is, what the truth is and what it means to be the church. The truth does shatter all those illusions, just as the truth shattered the illusions of Saul, who became Paul.

So many Pentecostal and Charismatic churches have fully embraced the new worship hype that resembles more a secular concert than anything else. In these worship sessions, which are becoming a massive money-spinner, people are forming false impressions of God, His Word and His Kingdom based on the “real” external stimuli. What is shocking is that some of these worship songs are dodgy at best when it comes to being Biblically sound, while one has to wonder if the listener is practising any form of discernment regarding those who are ”leading’ the worship. In the end, Pentecostal and Charismatic churches rely on creating a spiritual atmosphere to stimulate the senses, leading to heightened emotions that are easily confused by the presence of the Holy Spirit. It creates a perfect “storm” of illusions, which leads to disillusionment. It weakens the church, and it weakens the believer.

It is more about a good sound system than sound doctrine!

We have conveniently forgotten the warning of the Apostle Paul in “Galatians 1: 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.” Any gospel except the Gospel of the Kingdom is accursed, meaning those who preach or teach it curses others! And those who embrace it and accept such an accursed gospel will then be cursed themselves!

Albert Einstein famously said: "Imagination is more important than knowledge. For knowledge is limited to all we know and understand, while imagination embraces the entire world, and all there ever will be to know and understand." Imagination flows from the soul (the mind), and true discernment, knowledge and wisdom flow from the spirit as led by the Holy Spirit. The definition of imagination is the act or power of forming a mental image of something not present to the senses or never before wholly perceived in reality. It can also be understood to be the thinking or active mind, or the faculty of forming new ideas, or images or concepts of external objects not present to the senses.

Consider “2 Corinthians 10 (NKJV):3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.” This Scripture deals with thoughts that are not in alignment with the Holy Spirit or the Word of God. Let us understand that it is within the realm of the imagination where thoughts and ideas are born, but these thoughts and ideas that flow from our soul are not always in alignment with the Spirit of the Lord.

It is so easy when not always led by the Spirit, to imagine things, and then we are not talking about positive creativity. Without the guidance solely of the Spirit, it becomes easy to imagine stuff that is not even the truth or reality. We can so easily imagine truths in the Scripture that are not even true! We can come up with doctrines and teachings that are erroneous because they have been formed by our imagination and not taught by the Spirit (this then leads to doctrines that are merely myths, fables and lies). These negative, deceptive and destructive thoughts are what Paul refers to in 2 Corinthians 10 – thoughts that are ultimately unwise, and that is contrary to the truth and reality of our Lord. Our minds are very powerful machines, and our imagination has tremendous creative power. It also has the tremendous power to conjure up ideas and thoughts that are not always real or based on truth. And when we operate in the reality of these thoughts and ideas, imagining so-called truths and realities, we end up walking not in the Spirit of the Lord but in the flesh.

Scriptures admonish us to grow in discernment according to “Philippians 1:9-10: And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ.” And also “Psalm 119:66: Teach me good discernment and knowledge, for I believe in Your commandments.” Our imagination can become a huge problem when we are not led by the Spirit of the Lord. This is when we start moving in the realm of the soul and flesh, speaking things that come not by the Lord. After all, our imagination can be so powerful that we THINK the Lord is speaking to us or has given us a word but then it is not so. For this reason, we need the absolute guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead us in all things and all times.

It says in “Ephesians 1:17-18 - That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him.” We need to grow in wisdom, in discernment and in the knowledge of the Lord so that we walk in the Truth of the Lord and so avoid the pitfalls of suspicion, assumptions, allegations, deceptions and paranoia. Indeed, if we let our imaginations run wild, we can easily end up causing more harm, when it comes to the supernatural than good. We need the Holy Spirit above all to test all things, to make wise decisions, to discern the reality of all things, and to walk in God’s Truth.

Have Einstein’s words not become true in the church today, where imagination is more important than knowledge? Have the prophecies that flow from the church been bordering more on imagination, never mind divination? Of the false prophets, we read in Ezekiel 13, “8 Therefore thus says the Lord God: “Because you have spoken nonsense and envisioned lies, therefore I am indeed against you,” says the Lord God. 9 “My hand will be against the prophets who envision futility and who divine lies.” Remember, it says in “Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me.” Has the church become a breeding ground for imagination, instead of a sanctuary for God’s truth?

Romans 1 warns us of the following: “18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.” If our spiritual lives are determined by imagination and defined by lies and deception, then indeed we have chosen a dark path. We cannot deny that the truth has been suppressed since the days of Constantine to suit man’s agendas, purposes and plans, even at times wicked.

Yes, Wesley’s words still ring true, for there are “preachers”, including several so-called prophets and apostles, who have fallen in the valley of indecision and pride. They have fallen for the trap of imagination and have stepped into the fowler’s snare of building self-serving empires and kingdoms. They are not spiritual, and they are not alive to God, for to be alive speaks of the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit. If the church is truly led by the Spirit of God, then we should not be divided on the Gospel of the Kingdom. John 16 says the Spirit has come to lead us in all truth. Isaiah 11:2 reminds us that it is the Spirit of knowledge, wisdom, understanding and counsel who lives within the reborn believer. And such truth and knowledge is not divided but is the truth of God that liberates, empowers, and leads us to the heart and mind of the Lord. Where is the truth in churches anymore? We sit with thousands of denominations because we have opted for our brand of truth to suit our needs, wants and desires. We no longer preach, teach and proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom, but the gospel of a specific denomination, or an individual church.

Proverbs 1 says, “20 Wisdom calls aloud outside; she raises her voice in the open squares. 21 She cries out in the chief concourses, at the openings of the gates in the city she speaks her words: 22 “How long, you simple ones, will you love simplicity? For scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge.” Just as in the days of Israel, the people were urged to seek God’s wisdom, just so we need to desperately seek His wisdom. And God’s wisdom is settled in the truth. It is foolish to discard His knowledge, yet we do so as we seek to forge a path of moral relativism and self-empowerment. Just as wisdom cries out, so does truth, yet how long shall we love the simplicity of lies and deception?

Shall we be reminded of 1 Corinthians 1 of the value of true wisdom, of how about James 3 that says, “13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.” It should concern us if God’s truth has been left abandoned in the streets and if His wisdom is not catching our attention. For if we sojourn down a path of worldly wisdom and knowledge we shall find it is fraught with danger and self-destruction. Indeed, any other wisdom beyond the truth and knowledge of God is earthly, sensual and demonic.

Do we not find such a reality in churches today? Do we not find we have so often exchanged the spiritual for the earthly? 2 Corinthians 4:4 speaks of Satan being the god of this world or age. This indicates that Satan is the major influence on the ideals, opinions, goals, hopes and views of the majority of people. His influence also encompasses the world’s philosophies, education, and commerce. The thoughts, ideas, speculations and false religions of the world are under his control and have sprung from his lies and deception. Satan is also called the "prince of the power of the air" in Ephesians 2:2. He is the "ruler of this world" in John 12:31. These titles and many more signify Satan’s capabilities. God is still sovereign and all dominion belongs unto God. Yet God, in His infinite wisdom, has allowed Satan to operate in this world within the boundaries God has set for him. When we adopt the earthly wisdom, we enter the domain of the devil, After all, unbelievers are caught "in the snare of the devil" (2 Timothy 2:26), lie in the "power of the evil one" (1 John 5:19), and are in bondage to Satan (Ephesians 2:2). Believers are no longer under the rule of Satan (Colossians 1:13), so we must act in such a manner by seeking God’s truth above all.

2 Corinthians 4:4 says, "The god of this world has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ." Satan’s scheme includes promoting false philosophies in the world—philosophies that blind the unbeliever to the truth of the Gospel. Still today, the devil seeks to blind the minds of believers as well by sowing seeds of doubt and spreading lies. We must keep our eye upon God and listen to God’s Word, lest we are entrapped by the devil’s schemes and tricks.

Do we not find the church tempted by the sensual? Sensuality does not just imply sexual pleasure but pertains to anything involving the gratification of the senses and of the physical. Oh yes, money has indeed been a sensual temptation in the church! And so have the sensual gratifications of fame! 1 John 2 reminds us, “15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.” Again, the god of this world is the devil, so if we love the world and its knowledge above the truth of God, we are loving the ways of the serpent! We are not called to walk by such “wisdom” as defined by the senses, for we are called to walk by faith and not by sight.

Sadly, it is also true that some in the churches have become soft, fearful of shame, toil and hardship. Peter denied Jesus, and so did Judas. Jesus issues a stern warning, “Matthew 10:33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven.” Are we afraid to stand up for the truth? Or are we ashamed to be mocked and ridiculed? The Lord also said in “John 15:18 If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.”

We keep on preaching a distorted version of the Gospel, promising wealth, health, and an abundance of treasures and that God is doing a ”new thing”. Is it because we have become soft to the hard-hitting reality of the Gospel? Do we fear offending people? Do we fear suffering for the Gospel? Do we fear being rejected for standing up for the truth? And so to please man, thus becoming a fool in the eyes of God, we have resorted to preaching a cheap Gospel, where man’s needs and desires take the centre stage. It is a gospel of no suffering, and where we would rather tackle social issues instead of dealing with sin and the devil. It is a man-pleasing gospel of self-exaltation, as we seek to be cured of the penalty of sin and not the sin. It is a gospel that tickles the ears, that does not offend, and that does not demand repentance. It is a gospel of “always saved”, and where grace is our license to lead a life as we see fit. Such a gospel leaves no room for discussion on law and order, and it shies away from concepts such as judgment.

William Booth, who founded the Salvation Army, said: “The chief danger that confronts the coming century will be religion without the Holy Ghost, Christianity without Christ, forgiveness without repentance, salvation without regeneration, politics without God, heaven without hell.” Where is the Spirit of God in our churches? Our carnal desires have quenched the fire of the Holy Ghost. Has our Christianity not become more about man and our needs, wants and truths rather than placing Christ at the centre of it all? Sadly, we no longer preach repentance, only grace, and we no longer speak of the devil or hell, only the good life and what God can do for us. We have forsaken the spiritual war (Ephesians 6) and the struggle in the trenches to set the captives free. We have abandoned the divine fire of God to save people from the fires of hell, and we have certainly abandoned our collective quest to fulfil the Great Commission.

Do we not use the Bible as a book of enchantment, conjuring up all kinds of promises and blessings to make the “buyer” of such sordid news overjoyed? Yet we discard the hard-hitting facts of the Scriptures, stored in the old and New Testament. After all, the God of the now is the same God of Abraham. Isaac and Jacob. God doesn’t change, yet society does. When are we going to stop trying to fit God into our boxes of conformity? Yes, we have discarded the reality that God is a God of grace, but also law and order. We have systematically dismissed the importance of the Old Testament from our spiritual knowledge. We live in a world where the Church has become about so many things, instead of living in the reality of the Gospel. It is all about knowing God, yielding and submitting to His goodness and greatness. Our spiritual walk is not defined by our experiences and encounters with God, but by how much we are willing to obey. He is must be Lord and Master of our entire life.

Goosebumps moments are great, but not a replacement for working out one’s salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12-13). We keep on using gimmicks to make Church fashionable, the Gospel more likeable, and Christianity more presentable. We are trying everything in the book, including clever marketing, to promote Christ yet Christ does not need to be promoted. He needs to be proclaimed and shared with the world in accordance with the Great Commission. To be a disciple of Christ is to deny the self, follow Him and carry the cross (Matthew 16:24). 

Jesus didn’t come to the earth to be fashionable, or even likeable or presentable. He came to share the Gospel of the Kingdom. And the Gospel is simple: know Christ and be saved, or deny Him and be found outside His presence for all time (Revelation 21:27).

The church continues to push the envelope when it comes to be more people-pleasing and seeker-friendly, afraid to offend or rock the boat. Yet only the truth will set you free (John 8:32), and such truth at times does offend and even divides! For this is the nature of the Word of God according to “Hebrews 4: 2 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”

Were the first disciples soft, fearful of shame, toil and hardship? Never! 2 Corinthians 11 is a perfect example of Paul’s enduring faith to preach the Gospel no matter the cost. If you read the book of Acts and Paul's epistles, you will see that man was driven by love and gratitude. Charles Spurgeon said, "You cannot always be speaking His praise, but you can always be living His praise." Paul lived God's praise. He only cared about God getting the glory by winning souls for Christ. He endured pain and suffering because He loved God, and he loved to see people be saved.

Paul was the fulfilment of what we read in the Book of Jude: “20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 22 And on some have compassion, making a distinction; 23 but others save [k]with fear, pulling them out of the [l]fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh.”

In his former life, Paul was a well-to-do, highly respected, high-ranking Pharisee who vehemently hated and persecuted Christians. Then one day on the road to Damascus with permission in his hands to throw saints into jail, God knocked him off his high horse, blinded him, and revealed Himself to Paul. All that pride left in one moment. And then the real suffering began. Here is what Paul said in Philippians about his life: "Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake, I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ." Philippians 3:8. Paul was ready to lose everything to gain Christ. It seems the church is focused more on gaining the treasures of this world at the expense of gaining Christ! Yet Jesus said if we want to follow Him, we must deny ourselves and carry the cross (this is an unpopular truth).

Paul was bound up in prison when he wrote Philippians 3:8, for this epistle is a letter of overwhelming joy and rejoicing, and encouragement for believers to do likewise. Why? Because he truly knew God. God had opened His eyes and heart to the truth and the Gospel of the Kingdom. Paul understood the teaching of John 3 that says: “3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

When God called Paul from being the church’s persecutor to a gospel preacher, the Lord showed him how much he would suffer for the sake of his name (see Acts 9:10–16). Part of Paul’s suffering came during a storm and shipwreck on the Mediterranean Sea (see Acts 27–28). By this time, he was a prisoner being transported to Rome to appear before Caesar. Luke was with him and detailed to us the hardships suffered during the storm, including the crew’s having to throw the ship’s cargo and tackle overboard, and everyone being so worried that they didn’t eat for two weeks. Eventually, the ship ran aground on a reef and everyone swam for shore after the Roman centurion in charge had persuaded his soldiers not to kill Paul and the other prisoners to prevent their escape. As if all that wasn’t bad enough, once onshore, Paul was bitten by a poisonous snake. Paul suffered terribly, yet he rejoiced in God!

The early disciples were not soft, despite facing threats from fellow Jews and the Roman Empire. They remained resilient and persistent in declaring the truth of God. They were willing to endure persecution, trials and hardship for the sake of the truth. They sought no other king or leader, only Jesus. They sought to serve God above all. Stephen was even willing to be stoned to exalt Christ! In Acts 5, it says, “29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather than men.” Truth has been discarded and left bruised for we are more concerned about man’s feelings and opinions, than obeying God.

Shortly before Smith Wigglesworth passed away, he reportedly said: “When the new church phase is on the wane, there will be evidence in the churches of something that has not been seen before: a coming together of those with an emphasis on the word and those with an emphasis on the Spirit.  When the word and the Spirit come together, there will be the biggest move of the Holy Spirit that the nations, and indeed, the world have ever seen.” Debates usually rage over “last words”, but the reality is that this is what is desperately needed in the church today. We need an emphasis on the Word and on the Spirit. We need the fire of the Spirit again in our churches and a deep love for the Word of God! For then we shall discover the truth and wisdom of God!

Yes, we need the double-edged sword of the Spirit to cut away the falseness, the lies, the deceptions and the extortions! Psalm 119 says, “105: Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” We have to remember this does not allude to the traditional lamps that we know if today. David most likely spoke of a palm-sized lamp, made from clay. Olive oil is the preferred fuel for burning. It didn’t provide much light, so we are reminded that with every step we take we need the light of the Word to guide us lest we are overwhelmed by the darkness.

Galatians 5 says, “16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.” As we are led by the Spirit of God, who is also the illuminating light of wisdom, knowledge and discernment, we shall find the Word of God leading us safely in times of danger, trials, strife and persecutions.

In Acts 19, we read, “1 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” For Paul, it was absolutely imperative for believers to be led by the Holy Spirit. The believer cannot thrive without the indwelling presence of God. The believer cannot operate in the spiritual, in the supernatural or even make an impact in the natural without the Holy Spirit. For the believer, without the Holy Spirit, there is no growth, effective ministry or serving the Kingdom in the power and love of God.  This reality, after all, was demonstrated in Acts 2 during the Pentecost, for the believers, thus the Bride of God was not yet ready to be witnesses unto the ends of the earth without the Spirit of God. Still today, it is absolutely imperative for the Church to reconnect to the Spirit of God, therefore, to return to the Upper Room where the Pentecost fire burns.

Believers understood after Pentecost the teaching of Jesus in John 3 that “3 unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Jesus said that which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Gimmicks cannot lead to such a rebirth. Neither can religion, man-made ideas, agendas, programmes or even beautiful worship music lead us to such a blessed state of knowing and “seeing” the Kingdom. Only when we yield and give our lives to Christ and allow the Holy Spirit to renew us will we truly know what is the Kingdom, and such a Kingdom and its values, culture and norms along with righteousness we have to seek above all else (Matthew 6:33).  We shall then know the truth of God!

Paul knew the only way for the Church, therefore the Ecclesia that is the priesthood of living stones as described in 1 Peter 2, can truly function in the anointing and presence of God is by the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit. For this reason, in Acts 19, he was greatly concerned whether the disciples had received the Holy Spirit. How are we supposed to know what the truth without the Spirit is, or even to know Christ without the indwelling and abiding presence of the Spirit?

In Acts 19 we also read, “8 And he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading concerning the things of the kingdom of God. 9 But when some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the Way before the multitude, he departed from them and withdrew the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. 10 And this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.”

Paul was a disciple who lived and breathed the Holy Spirit. This is clear if you read his epistles and study his life. In the same chapter, we read, for example, “21 When these things were accomplished, Paul purposed in the Spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem.” Paul was very sensitive to the Spirit, for then we remain in the will of God, always faithful and obedient. Thus avoiding the snare of rebellion and sin. The fire of the Spirit burned in him, and for this reason, he would speak constantly about the Gospel, thus the Kingdom of God. Do we truly burn to share the Gospel? Are we willing to suffer or even die for it? Paul was, for he was so in love with God. We read that Paul departed from those who opposed the truth, which you have to believe was an action guided by the Spirit of God. Paul was so on fire for God that for years he spoke the truth to Greeks and Jews. All of this would not have been possible without the Holy Spirit.

And because Paul realised it is impossible to serve God without abiding in God and making it all about Jesus that we read of how God used him in service to the Kingdom: “11 Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them.” Yes, there was healing and deliverance, for such is the magnitude of the Kingdom of God! For God is a God of life, hope, joy and healing!

Acts 2 was a demonstration that we do not need gimmicks to fulfil the Great Commission. We just need to abide in God and be led by the Spirit of God. In this chapter, from verses 4-47, we read how the disciples upheld four key practices: a) steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, b) in fellowship, c) in the breaking of bread, and d) in prayers. The result of staying true to God and the Gospel? “43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles... 46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”

Yes, the Lord added to the church, not man. No gimmicks were needed. No “outside” help from devils or the world. The disciples were loyal and faithful to God. They walked in the truth and sought not fame or fortune through Christ. They were filled by the Spirit of God. And they found favour. In essence, they were fulfilling Matthew 6 by first seeking God’s Kingdom and His righteousness above all. Quite amazing, in the days of Paul, people were so convinced of their sins, such as their involvement in the occult, that they repented and took action by burning books. For where God is really present and His truth proclaimed without fear, there is repentance! For the Spirit of God convicts us of our sins, nothing else.

These days, repentance is shied away from in churches, buried under doctrines such as hyper-grace, while the churches have become more defiled and corrupted by deception, magic and the occult! It is because we have shunned the Holy Spirit. We have moved away from the power of God. In the days of Paul, people were burning their occult books; these days, we are openly inviting magic and the occult back into the church!

Only when the Ecclesia embraces the Truth of God and begins to declare it unashamedly, unreservedly and unapologetically, will the fire of God truly burn again. Only when the Ecclesia seeks to declare Jesus as the Truth, Way and Life again, stripped of all religion and tradition, will we begin to see the days of Acts come alive again. Only when the truth is no longer discarded will we see true disciples raised to fulfil the Great Commission. How we need the Holy Spirit to burn in us again, so that we may walk in truth, declare it, fight for it and even suffer for it to the glory of God.
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Itching ears that turn away from the truth
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There is a warning sounded by Paul hundreds of years ago. It says in 2 Timothy 4: I charge [you] in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, Who is to judge the living and the dead, and by (in the light of) His coming and His kingdom: 2 Herald and preach the Word! Keep your sense of urgency [stand by, be at hand and ready], whether the opportunity seems to be favorable or unfavorable. [Whether it is convenient or inconvenient, whether it is welcome or unwelcome, you as preacher of the Word are to show people in what way their lives are wrong.] And convince them, rebuking and correcting, warning and urging and encouraging them, being unflagging and inexhaustible in patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when [people] will not tolerate (endure) sound and wholesome instruction, but, having ears itching [for something pleasing and gratifying], they will gather to themselves one teacher after another to a considerable number, chosen to satisfy their own liking and to foster the errors they hold, 4 And will turn aside from hearing the truth and wander off into myths and man-made fictions. 5 As for you, be calm and cool and steady, accept and suffer unflinchingly every hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fully perform all the duties of your ministry.

This word is surely more than ever for this time and season. There has been a lot of false doctrine and gospels being preached over the last 2000 years, but nothing is scarier than what is happening in this day and age.

Now, we have thousands of different denominations, with thousands of teachers and preachers sharing their brand of truth. Some of these doctrines may be closer to the Truth than others, but any doctrine which is not 100% in alignment with God is still deceptive and false.

The Truth is constantly twisted, manipulated, exploited and falsely interpreted for the single purpose of ‘selling’ it to a mass audience.

We live in a society obsessed with the product and the freedom of choosing a product. We are inundated with marketing and advertising slogans to promote and sell these products.

The Church has also come on board to benefit from this ‘environment’ of supply and demand. The Gospel has steadily become a product for modern man, and to get the attention of the mass audience, they who buy the product – effective marketing and advertising need to be deployed.  With effective marketing and advertising, more people are drawn to the product as ‘sold’ by a specific church, and through the added teaching of tithing, the greater the number of buyers ensures the greater the incoming wealth.

Indeed, the Gospel is being sold as a product. No wonder the Lord is against those who continually exploit His Word for gain. Indeed, there is room and scope for how to live from the Word, but the Word is never to be exploited, and it is never for self-enrichment or self-glorification.

Paul agreed there were certain rights that an apostle

































































































[image: ]



d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
HIVINE TRUTE

PART TWO






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png
GXO+—





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





