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In Peru,

an ancient civilization scratched gigantic 

figures—

condor

monkey

pelican

whale—

into the desert floor.

And mile after mile of perfectly straight lines.
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Over centuries, sand and dust gradually filled the 

shallow grooves.

Only faint traces remained.

Pilots reported

mysterious lines—but no one 

bothered to investigate.

Not until Maria Reiche came to sweep the desert.
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Maria was born in 1903 in Dresden, Germany. 

As a girl she studied widely: languages, geology, 

math, and astronomy. She conducted scientific 

experiments during the day and stargazed 

at night.

Curiosity propelled Maria six thousand miles 

away from home—all the way to Peru, where she 

was greeted by a quadruple rainbow. A good 

omen.

Maria loved everything about Peru, especially 

the ancient culture of the Incas. She explored 

ruins in the rugged Andes Mountains and 

learned Quechua, the Incan language.

Peru had gifted Maria so much joy, she 

wished she could do something in return. 

Something important.

Her chance came in 1941 when she met 

Dr. Paul Kosok, an American anthropologist.
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