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Introduction to the 2026 Update

 

Magical Paris: Over 100 Things to Do 

Across Paris

Paris is more exciting than ever, whether this is your first trip or your 20th. There is certainly enough to see for that many visits, and as you travel repeatedly, it can begin to feel a little bit like your second home.

This updated version of Magical Paris includes current opening times and prices as of January 2026, to the best of my ability to research them. In updating the book, I found that most price increases are minor, others haven’t changed, and a few have increased quite a bit. Among these are entrance to the Louvre Museum and the Paris Visite Travel Pass, which now covers all 5 zones around Paris. The advantage: having Versailles, Disneyland, and travel to and from airports all on the same pass. (See Local Transportation all options, including those I recommend.) 

Apartment rentals now have a greatly increased Taxe de Séjour, daily city tax, as of January 1, 2026. Expect to pay over 15% more on top of the rental price for apartment rentals. Hotels generally have not increased daily city taxes.

A few places recommend online tickets with timed entry, but in general, you can go when it suits you. Check the before you leave. The upside of ordering online is you can be sure of having a spot and sometimes you can avoid waiting in line. Check out some lesser-known destinations in this book...to get the insider scoop!

Enjoy your trip!      

K. B. Oliver
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MAGICAL PARIS

 

Introduction

 

The last time you saw that movie that took place in Paris, you may have said to yourself, “That looks so charming and picturesque. I wonder if it’s really like that.”

And now it’s your chance to actually go to Paris and see for yourself. I can tell you, after living in France for 13 years, that Paris really is like that and better. In fact, it’s magical. Paris is a city where even ordinary residential streets seem to jump out of another century. Flower shops burst with color and variety, adorning the busy sidewalks. Cafés warmly draw you in. Cobblestones underfoot remind you that you’re walking through history. It’s no wonder that more people visit Paris, France, than any other tourist destination, year after year.

Maybe it’s your second, third, or tenth visit. There’s so much to see that you never tire of this enchanted city.

If you’re like most people, you have a few things that you must see when you get there. These may be the places that launch the first chapter of nearly all travel books. Many of these sites are clustered near the center of the city. Of course, you’ll want to see them all. Those that leap to mind are the Eiffel Tower, the Notre Dame Cathedral, the Louvre ...  

Other visitors want all that, plus much more. They want to wander off the beaten track further out from the city center. They’d love to get lost in the winding streets, nearly too small for one car to pass, survey the flower boxes and window shutters, with a cat curled up in the sill, listen to the rhythm of the Seine River after a tour boat has passed (while licking a Bertillon ice cream cone, of course.) To feel the history and spirit of Paris sink into their skin as they live each magical moment there. They understand that there is more to Paris than the travel books tell you. 

Along with being a top tourist destination, Paris is a residential city, home to just over 2 million people. Along the way, save some time simply to stroll the streets and absorb the culture, observe the daily habits of Parisians and the magic of Paris as a residential city. Savor the little-known corners of charm that the other tourist books don’t talk about. Wander and see what else is waiting for you there.

The book in your hands will take into account both desires, the must-see destinations and the out-of-the way detours. First, each section will start with a list of top sights for that area. Then you will also find special suggestions of lesser-known treasures of this captivating city, all corners of it. There are a few walking tours, called Wanderings, scattered throughout. Lastly, I’ll share my personal favorites from each section, from my years living there.

Once you’ve trekked around for a few days you’ll see that Paris is a collection of villages and neighborhoods. It will lose any big-city intimidation and quickly become an old friend, as well as your second backyard. That’s what it has been for me.  

This book is different

With so many travel books written about the city of Paris, why another one? This one is different for a couple of reasons.


	1.) Most travel books cover only the most popular and best-known sites of Paris within a few blocks from the city center (I call it Tourist Central.)  However, there are many lesser-known discoveries elsewhere in the city. In this booklet you’ll find BOTH, over 100 things to do and see all across Paris, in every district, including neighborhood wanderings (walking tours) and fun side trips. You’ll discover the quirky, historic, or simply lovely, many of which you won’t find in other travel books. You’ll find Tourist Paris as well as Life Paris, where residents live and hang out. And I was a local there myself for many years, and I bring you an “insider flavor” in this guide.



 

There is beauty and fascination in every corner of this magical city. Why limit yourself to Tourist Central?

 


	2.) Many travel books contain such an overwhelming flood of information (much of which you don’t want or need) that it’s a challenge to find what you’re looking for, or even get a basic overview. These books will cost you between $20. and $30. and weigh a lot in your bag as you schlepp around the city. In contrast, Magical Paris is easy to use and easy to carry. 



 

You won’t be overwhelmed by Magical Paris. If you want the big picture neatly organized, you’ve got it. This book won’t confuse or intimidate you. You can tuck it into a purse or bag or view it from your smart phone, tablet, or electronic reader. It costs less than lunch at a brasserie, for either the paper or electronic version. It’s lightweight and has a helpful at-your-fingertips Index in the back.

 

Magical Paris is not a comprehensive guide to best restaurants, hotels, or flight deals. Other books and online resources will give you more of these if you desire. I will, however, include links to numerous web sites where you can do your own research before or during your trip. Then once you arrive in the enchanted city, Magical Paris will be almost indispensable for things to do and how to find them.

 

Go ahead, explore all the flavors Paris has to offer, from one end to the other, or in selective bites along the way. 

How Magical Paris is organized

Most people agree that the best way see Paris is face to face and feet on the ground. That is why the information is arranged geographically, broken down into 5 sections starting in the center and going outwards clockwise. This will be helpful if you want to be methodical in your exploration or find things more easily. 

This book is divided into 5 parts

Part One  will provide basic information for getting around the city, as well as other helpful things to know. There’s even a section on French pronunciation tips in case you’d like to correctly say things on a menu or road sign (or be understood!)

Part Two will trek across the 5 sections of the city (Central, Northeast, Southeast, Southwest, and Northwest), taking you through each of the 20 arrondissments, or districts. Since 20 is a lot, I’ve grouped all these into 5 areas. A small map in each section will orient you. The dark line through the middle of the city indicates the River Seine, so you can easily find the right and left banks.

 In each section you’ll find: First, the most popular tourist sites and how to get there, second, worthwhile but lesser-known sights you may want to check out (called “Worth Seeing”). Lastly, I’ll share a few of my personal favorites for that section. 

A map in each section will show you where you are in relation to the whole city. For this edition of Magical Paris there isn’t a Métro map, but here is a link that you can download onto your smart phone or tablet. You can enlarge it (or reduce it) with a click. 

www.ratp.fr/en/plans-lignes

This link will appear at the beginning of the first section and at the end of Special Categories, so you don’t have to search the book for it. You can also get a free pocket Métro map (or a larger one) at the info booth at any Métro station.

Paris is not a hard city to navigate, especially if you keep referring to the district numbers to figure out where you are and where you want to be. Though not absolutely necessary, I recommend going to a kiosk (you’ll see them frequently near Métro stops) and buying a small Paris map booklet, which costs around 8€ or so. This will give you detailed close-up maps of every numbered district in Paris, including all its streets. It also contains maps of the Métro, buses, trams, and suburban trains going out to the suburbs. That booklet can work hand-in-hand with this book to help you find your way, since I refer to the districts frequently. Having a pocket map book also keeps you from having to open a map 5 feet in any direction when you want to find something!

Part Three: The Near Paris section will list some close-at-hand treasures... towns, villages, and other excursions that are within an hour’s travel from Paris. These are worth seeing if you have the time or a day trip. You can get beyond the big city, enjoy something new, and return to Paris within a day. These towns are accessible by train as well as car.

Part Four: This section is called Special Categories, and contains a vast array of alphabetized information by category, depending on what you like or are looking for. Some examples of these are best parks, best cheap lunches, ideas for sports, family friendly, best hot chocolate, gluten-free, vegetarian, best brunches, etc.

Part Five: Last but not least, there is a comprehensive index so that you can find what you want to find anywhere in the book.

I hope you’ll enjoy Magical Paris. I want to share it all with you because I don’t want you to miss anything in my favorite city.

 

 

Maps for Paris (City) and Public Transportation

Free Métro maps are available at any Métro station information counter, in pocket or large print formats.   Just ask for a “plan du Métro, s’il vous plait”, (pronounced plon with a French nasal N.)

All over the city near Métro exits (either just before you exit the station or just outside) you will see posted maps of the neighborhood you’re in. There are also maps of the city for purchase at vending machines and kiosks. Whatever hotel you are staying in will likely have free tourist maps, though these won’t usually cover the entire city, just the central area.

Currently, there are no more physical tourist bureaus in Paris. (You’ll still see a sign for one as you exit the Hôtel de Ville Metro, but sadly, the tourist bureau is no longer in the Hôtel de Ville building as before.) 

The official website of the Paris convention and visitor’s bureau is the new tourist bureau. Even if there are no human employees answering your questions, it’s still a great resource to consult before and during your trip. This link from the Paris Tourist Bureau gives a nice overview of the city. parisjetaime.com/eng/practical-paris/useful-info-paris-i055

 

The next link takes you to the downloadable map of the transport systems in Paris.  www.ratp.fr/en/plans  It includes Métro maps, bus and train maps, city and suburb maps, and schedule info at your fingertips on your smart phone or your tablet. It includes details on traffic including delays, how to find a specific stop, and other helpful things. It’s mostly in French, but even without knowing French, you probably won’t have any trouble using the Métro map itself. You can zoom in or out if you have a tablet or smart phone. It’s provided by the city of Paris.

Here is a helpful map in English for wheelchair access. 

parisbytrain.com/map-paris-wheelchair-reduced-mobility-accessibility-metro-rer-bus-tram/ 
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Book Stands along the Seine

 


Practical Information  

 

If you prefer knowing what to expect in advance and being prepared, this section is for you. You can review a few of these details beforehand. If you’re more the “learn-as-you-discover” type, consult this section when you have a problem or question. It’s alphabetized for your convenience.

Airport Transportation  

From Charles de Gaulle Airport   

There are two primary forms of public transportation to get from Charles de Gaulle Airport to the center of Paris. Note that if you already have a travel pass (Navigo, Découvert), this  may cover your airport transportation partially or fully. More on these passes in Local Transportation.

Roissy Bus  This is a shuttle bus from the Charles de Gaulle Airport to the interior of Paris.  https://bit.ly/2BBNH9p  

The cost is 14€ one way. It can be reserved online or purchased at any station or ticket machine in Paris. It takes between 50 and 70 minutes, depending on departure and arrival points. Note that it can take much longer, since traffic conditions are unpredictable. The Roissybus is not covered by the Navigo travel pass.

It will take you to the center of Paris and let you off at the Opéra Garnier (11 rue Scribe, 9th district), where you can connect to one of four Métro lines or the RER A train.  Buses leave every 15-20 minutes going either way. There are also city buses (#350 and 351) you can take which are much cheaper and take much longer.

RER B This train goes from the Charles de Gaulle Airport to the center of Paris about every 10-15 minutes. Look for the sign “Paris by Train RER”. Buy a ticket at a multi-lingual kiosk at the station. It takes about an hour or less, and is the best way to get there, since there’s no traffic delay. (The Navigo Pass does cover the RER to and from Charles de Gaulle.)

Travel south (direction Robinson.) Get off the train at Gare du Nord or Châtelet and change to the Métro subway line. (This train will continue south toward Paris suburbs.) Cost: 14€ for one way, ages 10 and over. Children ages 4 to 10 cost 7€, or a bit more online. Kids under 4 are free. Helpful info: parisbytrain.com/charles-de-gaulle-airport-cdg-to-paris-by-train/ 

Taxi You can take a taxi from either airport anywhere in Paris for between 50-70€ (average 56€ right bank, 65€ left bank of the Seine River.) If you have lots of luggage or encounter traffic, it may cost a bit more. This is the easiest and most convenient way to go if you have a lot to carry and several people. Taxis are easy to find at either airport. I like the company G7 but there are other good ones. www.taxisg7.com/order-taxi/order-taxi-telephone Uber and Bolt do operate in France, but not Lyft.

From Orly Airport     

Orlyval Shuttle www.francetravelplanner.com/go/paris/trans/air/orlyval.html

This light rail shuttle takes you from/to Orly Airport to/from the south suburb of Antony where you change to the RER B train (direction Mitry-Claye or Roissy) and continue to the center of Paris. The total trip takes about 35 minutes and departs every 4-7 minutes.  (Orly to Antony costs 11€.) You’ll want to take it all the way to central Paris, which costs 14€ each way.   

Catch the Orlyval at any of the four Orly terminals. Look for signs with Orlyval or Antony. It serves as a free shuttle among the four terminals. Your ticket will read Ticket Paris Région-Aéroports. Navigo Pass is not valid on the Orlyval.

Metro and Tram

Métro Line 14, a newer subway line, now extends to the Orly airport, so you could take that as well. It will take you to Châtelet, in the center of Paris. This ticket costs between 11€50  and 14€, but is covered by the Navigo Pass.

Tram number T7 now links the airport to the outer suburbs, where you can take line 7 into the city. For that you’ll need 2 Métro-Bus-Tram tickets, one to take you to the edge of Paris and the second to take you to the center. They are currently 2€10 each, so a bargain price of 4€20-4€50. Again, covered by the Navigo Pass. (Read further for info on the Navigo and Découvert Passes.)

www.ratp.fr/en/titres-et-tarifs/airport-tickets

Taxis from Orly to Paris have a flat rate: 45€ to the right bank and 36€ to the left. 

Once you’re in Paris, you’ll want to consult the Local Transportation section. Getting Oriented is also helpful.

American Embassy address  2 Avenue Gabriel, Paris 75008     Métro line 1, Concorde.                         Phone: (33) 01 43 12 22 22. Just in case you need it.

ATM, credit, debit and cash  ATMs are the easiest and fastest way to get cash in France, and you can use either debit or credit cards, though debit cards will likely carry lower fees for withdrawals. 

In Paris it is easy to find banks if you know their names. Here are a few: Crédit Lyonnais, Société Générale, Crédit Agricole, HSBC, Banque Populaire, La BNP, and La Poste (yes, the post office too.) 

You must have your pin code to withdraw cash. Typically, there will be a daily limit, anywhere from 300€ to 800€, though most often, the limit is 300€. If you withdraw the maximum allowed, you’ll save money on fees, since in addition to your bank’s fees, the local ATM may also charge one. If you get euros in advance from your bank, you’ll still pay a fee in the form of a lower exchange rate.

Bank fees vary. You’ll want to check the difference between fees of your credit and debit cards. Your home bank will likely charge you an international withdrawal fee, probably $3-5 per withdrawal for debit cards and possibly more for credit card cash advances. For purchases, I recommend using a credit card rather than a debit, as some debit cards charge transaction fees for each purchase along with the cost of the item. Many credit cards charge 3% on each international purchase, so you should consider getting a credit card that has no international fees. Many banks in France are open on Saturdays but closed on Mondays. Increasingly, you’ll see bank branches that don’t handle cash but have ATMs instead. Sometimes the ATM is inside the building.

French stores take cards with the metallic chip but may still ask you to sign after your purchase, even if you know your pin. The necessity to sign your card is another reason to be very careful with it since anyone can sign your name if they get your card. 

Bathrooms  All over Paris you have clean, free kiosks (dome-shaped plastic, clearly marked) where you can answer nature’s call. (There is a toilet Paris app you can download, though I have not tested it.) If you don’t find a restroom when you need it, you can always go into a café and ask to use the restroom (called les toilettes.) They aren’t obliged to let you use it if you haven’t been a customer, but it might be worth a try. You can always try a bolder approach. Go in as if you are a customer and look for a narrow stairway that either goes upstairs or downstairs (usually down.) This is the most frequent location, though some are on the same floor near the back. If anyone questions you say, “Urgence” (emergency) and they may let you go. Don’t forget to smile and say Merci.

Bicycles  See also Vélib, the official Paris city bike rental. The following private bike companies also rent bikes and organize tours.  

Fat Tire Tours does group or private tours, but also rent bikes by the hour, day, or twenty-four-hour period.  www.fattiretours.com/paris/tours/paris-bike-rentals/  Reservations are recommended.

 Paris à Vélo This small company rents bikes and conducts tours. Located near Bastille at 22 rue Alphonse Baudin. (11th district.) Tours are thematic, generally cover 2 to 3 arronissments, and last 3 hours.    www.parisavelo.fr.   

Boat Tours See the Special Categories section at the end of this book for companies and types of boat tours, from one-hour commented visits to dinner cruises.
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Breakfast  It is less common than in the past for breakfast to be included in your hotel rate. Many hotels offer a buffet breakfast for a supplement. Find out what’s included because it may be worth the price. If your hotel charges over 10€ for beverages and bread only, you may do better at a nearby café. If they have ham, eggs, bread, and hot drinks, (sometimes referred to as an English or American breakfast), or even bread along with fruit, hot drinks, cereal, and yogurt, it may be worth it. 

Sunday brunch has become popular in Paris. The prices range from 10€ all the way up to 85! It depends on where you go (such as a fancy, famous hotel versus a corner bistro) and what they serve. Don’t expect the same items as on a brunch menu you might be accustomed to. Remember, different can be great!  

Business hours Stores typically open at 10 a.m. and close at 6, 7, or 8 p.m. Some grocery, like Monoprix,  stores have longer hours and may be open until 10 p.m. In the suburbs and smaller stores in Paris, they may close for one to two hours during lunchtime. Banks still usually close for one to two hours at lunch, and those times vary, depending on the bank. Restaurants normally don’t open for dinner until 7 pm.

Buses   See Local Transportation or Tour Buses

Canadian Embassy 35 Avenue Montaigne, 75008 Paris. Phone: (33) 01 44 43 29 00

Car Rental If you want to rent a car in Paris and go elsewhere outside the city, you should reserve it in advance. Rates can be lower in the U.S. than in Europe, though some European companies, such as EuropCar, I have found to be very reasonable. www.europcar.com Also check SIXT-Eurorent. https://www.sixt.com/europe-car-rental/ 

You can pick up rental cars at airports and most train stations around the country. Sometimes you can get special deals through a flight/car rental package. Check these with travel companies online. See also Driving and Parking.

Crime and safety Paris is generally a safe city. The Métro is usually crowded until at least midnight, especially on weekends and in the summer. The RERs, however, are not as safe late at night, since they come and go into all the outer suburbs of Paris, some of which are less safe. While most areas are safe during the day, at night if you are alone, you should avoid areas like Gare du Nord, Gare de l’Est, and Barbés Rochechouart. If you’re in a group or it’s daytime, you should be fine in any of these places.

Wherever you are, be aware of pickpockets. Be careful when you get on and off the Métro or RER. It’s the perfect opportunity for a pickpocket, since the doors will close, and he or she gets off with your stuff. Also, be careful about using a fancy phone in the Métro or RER, especially if you’re sitting near the door. Beware of bands of young people. They aren’t necessarily up to anything, but be watchful. Some of these may be gangs who snatch nice cell phones or electronics on the train or in stations. Don’t forget to close your purse or backpack and don’t leave wallets bulging accessibly out of your pockets. A small bag worn across the chest is very common for both men and women in France. You can keep your stuff in front and close to you, making it less available to pickpockets. In restaurants, beware of your bags and purses. Don’t put a purse over the back of your chair, but rather keep it on your lap or between your feet under the table.

In our day there is also sometimes a concern about terror attacks. There is statistically little chance of a terror


















		Le D’Artagnan  (Currently closed for renovation until 2028.)80 Rue Vitruve, Porte de Bagnolet   (33) 01 40 32 34 56.  Listed as a youth hostel, but it’s also for families, couples, individuals. Near the Porte de Bagnolet at the end of the line 3.





		Auberge de Jeunesse Adveniat www.adveniat-paris.org (10, rue François 1er, in the 8th. E-mail adveniat@assomption.org Métro: Alma Marceau, Franklin D. Roosevelt) Near the Champs-Elysées. 





		BVJ (Bureau des Voyages de la Jeunesse) www.bvjhostelparis.com/en/  20, rue Jean-Jacques Rousseau, in the 1st ; Phone : (33) 01 53 00 90 90. Email : bvj@wanadoo.fr 2 non-profit youth hostels in the center of Paris. 
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