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About The Author


​PREFACE




Seattle’s history is etched on forgotten tombstones. The living often ignores the narratives from the dead. Their muted voices reveal lessons, tragedies and triumphs of past lives once lived. Death has become the great equalizer. The former living elite rest beside the humblest. Grandiose monuments rate equally with stark remembrances of stillborn infants and those never attaining adulthood.




Some of Lake View’s memorials honor legacies that once shaped the settlement of the Pacific Northwest. The fields of the forgotten represent a collective of brilliant accomplishments, stilled dreams and concluded legacies. Many of Seattle’s buried pioneers would live and depart life long before the city’s urban core would ever evolve. Primarily historians remember their contributions. Their influence is lost to acknowledgement in a labyrinth of contemporary lifestyle haste and distraction.




Lake View Cemetery was incorporated on October 16, 1872, only seven years following the American Civil War. The property was acquired by ten of Seattle’ leading citizens and originally named the Seattle Masonic Cemetery. Its earliest burials were transferred from the current site of Denny Park, located north of downtown. Then called the Seattle Cemetery, the 223 interred were removed to accommodate future commercial development.




Lake View was positioned atop the Capitol Hill district that offers serene and panoramic views of Lake Union, the Cascade Mountains, Lake Washington and the Olympic Mountains. During the 1890 Seattle expansion, the cemetery officially changed its name to Lake View.




Today the terrain consisting of 40 acres accommodating over 40,000 graves including such international luminaries as actors Bruce and Brandon Lee, basketball legend Bill Russell, San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee, and a diverse selection of prominent Seattle founders, personalities and dignitaries. Lake View features a diversity of remembrances ranging from diminutive etched grave slabs to casted bronze sculptures, replica chess pieces, and stately mausoleums. Many of the tombstone engravings have become barely legible with time and inclement weather.  




This edition concisely profiles several of the biographies from those left behind. Several monuments were selected based on their aesthetic and creative styling. Many commemoratives celebrate life while others express a profound sense of loss, sorrow and resignation.




Lake View’s acknowledgement towards the great equalizer of death offers visitors an opportunity for reflection, perspective and solace. Hundreds pass through the park daily with varied motives to view the manicured grounds and displayed homage. This edition narrates some of the interred’s distinctive stories…
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Lou Graham


One of the most unlikely saviors of early Seattle was German-born Dorothea Georgine Emile Ohben, who arrived on the steamer Pacific Pride in February 1888. Commonly known as Lou Graham, she would ascend into one of Seattle’s most influential women and wealthiest landowners raised from the ashes of the Great Fire of 1889. 


Her initial modest but successful bordello burned to the ground in the Great Fire, yet enabled the development of a much grander and sumptuous vision. Her luxurious four-story Victorian grid style Graham Block became the initial building officially opened after the Fire financed by local businessmen, patrons and a personal banker named Jacob Furth from the Puget Sound National Bank. 


Prostitution in the late nineteenth century was considered sound investment with sustained returns. Flourishing cash liquidity created fortunes for operating Madames and investors. Graham would ultimately save her benefactor Puget Sound Bank during a bank run amidst the Panic of 1893. Her financial farsightedness made her wealthy and by many accounts, one of the largest landholders in the Pacific Northwest. She was also touted for her acumen in stock market selection, likely enhanced by insider information supplied by her clients. She successfully allocated high interest speculative loans to business ventures that conservative banks avoided.



She understood the necessity of cultivating political and law enforcement insulation to protect her interests and entertained government officials and members of Seattle’s elite first families. Her marketing tactics were grounded in establishing extravagant and tasteful décor staffed by beautiful, charming and educated courtesans. She paraded her employees on carriages throughout Seattle’s streets earning a distinctive notoriety and intense scorn of every respectable woman and reformer in the city.


For over a decade, her success was unparalleled. Prostitution flourished and sex workers, called seamstresses exceeded 2,700 within Pioneer Square alone in the late 1890s. A financially destitute Seattle City Council heavily taxed the women. These illicit funds balanced the city budget and paved many of the neighborhood’s sidewalks.


Sustaining good fortune accumulated from sex trafficking is a volatile mistress. In 1892, Graham was arrested for licentious behavior by a rookie police officer, unaware of her untouchable status. During a trial the same year, an exclusively male jury (likely including her clients) acquitted her following three minutes of deliberation. 


Despite her layers of protection, she was vulnerable to local reform movements. The nicknamed Queen of the Lava Beds operation was abruptly shuttered in 1902 following a morality crusade. The resilient Graham had previously weathered these interruptions. In this instance, she bolted to a more licentious San Francisco environment with no intention of re-opening back in Seattle.


Soon afterwards she died. She was 42 years old. Reports of a perforated ulcer and rumors of a drug overdose, syphilis and/or suicide clouded the exact cause. 


Her diminutively published March 11, 1903 obituary in the San Francisco Chronicle stated: Lou Graham, of Seattle, a woman well known on the Coast, died in San Francisco today of complication arising from ulcer of the stomach. She came to San Francisco
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