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APPENDIX 1:

BRIEF MILITARY HISTORY OF COLONIAL AMERICA

PRE-COLONIAL PERIOD, 1492–1607

Columbus's discovery of the New World in the late 15th century was followed by Spanish, English, and French military and quasi-military expeditions to North America. Others were undertaken by the Swedes and the Dutch. Most of these early expeditions were exploratory in nature. They were not attempts to establish colonies, although the colonies and settlements that were subsequently established would serve as the basis for the various European rulers' claims to territory in North America.

During the 16th century a number of largely unsuccessful attempts were made by various European powers to colonize North America. Only the Spanish established a colonial foothold in the New World. In 1526 Lucas de Ardlon attempted to settle a colony in what is now North Carolina or Virginia, but it failed. Thereafter, the Spanish established a number of military/mining settlements in Central America and in what is now Mexico. In the mid-16th century the Spanish began exploring the area north of the colony called “New Spain.” The exploration and settlement of Mexico had generally spread northwards along the silver mining districts of the central Mexican corridor. This northern area, which was usually referred to as tierra adentro (“inner lands”), is now the southwest portion of the continental United States. The early expeditions usually consisted of priests and a small number of soldiers, who established missions in or near Indian pueblos.

In 1565 the Spanish established a fort on the northeastern coast of present day Florida. It was later named Saint Augustine. This fort was burned by Francis Drake in 1568 but survived as a colony through numerous attacks for over 200 years. In spite of the losses caused by the intercolonial wars, the population of Spain's New World colonies is estimated to have been 152,000 by 1575.

In 1562 the French tried unsuccessfully to establish a colony at Port Royal, in what would later be called the Carolina Colony. In 1564, French Huguenots established a colony at Fort Caroline, site of present-day Jacksonville, Florida. The Spanish attacked and destroyed it the following year.

In 1587 Sir Walter Raleigh attempted to settle an English colony on Roanoke Island in what is now North Carolina. Over one hundred men, women, and children were landed. When a British ship tried to locate the colony three years later, it had disappeared, and questions regarding its fate remain unanswered.

It would not be until 1607, over 110 years after Columbus's discovery of the New World, that the first successful British colony would be established on Jamestown Island in Virginia.

FIRST COLONIAL PERIOD, 1607–1691

DUTCH AND SWEDISH COLONIES

The Dutch began establishing trading posts such as Fort Orange (now Albany, New York) along the Hudson River in 1618. Shortly thereafter, the Dutch purchased Manhattan Island from the Indians and renamed it New Amsterdam. Fort Rensselaerwyck was also established on the upper Hudson River during this period.

In the 1630s the Swedes colonized the lower Delaware valley, which is now Delaware, western New Jersey, and eastern Pennsylvania. They built Fort Christina on Delaware Bay in 1638. This fort was later to become the site of Wilmington. Between 1647 and 1655 the Swedish king sent at least five companies of infantry to protect the settlers of “New Sweden” from the Iroquois Indians and the Dutch. This protection was inadequate; these Swedish colonies were captured by the Dutch in 1655 and became part of the “New Netherlands.” The New Netherlands, including the recently acquired Swedish colony, was subsequently captured by the British in 1664, giving the British almost complete possession of the Atlantic coast from Virginia to Maine.

SPANISH COLONIES

In 1583 the king of Spain issued a decree authorizing the settlement of tierra adentro. From about 1590 settlers began moving northwards into what is now the state of New Mexico. In 1609 Don Pedro de Peralta was appointed captain general of the province. He founded and established Santa Fe as the capital in 1610. During the seventy years that followed, there was a general influx of Hispanic settlers into the area. In August 1680 there was a general uprising of the northern Acoma pueblos, aided by the Apaches, against the Spanish colonial rule. This well-planned revolt stemmed from years of accumulated grievances under the harsh Spanish rule. Hundreds of settlers were killed, but 2,500 escaped to El Paso.

A small army under Governor Don Diego de la Vargas started northwards to retake the province in 1692. Santa Fe was captured after a short siege, and the governor made his triumphal entrance there in 1694.

Spain had also established colonies in Florida and westward along the gulf coast. Others were established in California. Gradually these expanded towards each other until a solid block, consisting of hundreds of thousands of square miles, came under Spanish domination.

ENGLISH COLONIES

The first successful colony was settled on Jamestown Island, Virginia, in 1607. Thereafter, English colonies began to multiply rapidly. Plymouth Colony was established in 1620 and Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1628. The Hartford Colony was founded in 1643. In 1647 this colony joined with the colonies of Boston and Plymouth to form the “Ancient New England Union Confederation.” The Hartford Colony did not unite with the Connecticut Colony until 1664–1665.

Although many of the colonists had left Europe for religious reasons, most of the colonies were established as commercial ventures. The monopoly to establish each colony was in the form of a charter granted by the king. In addition to turning the wilderness into agriculturally productive land capable of supporting their settlements and providing exports of tobacco, timber, and other agricultural products needed in Europe, the colonists faced two major threats: (1) conflicts with the Indians upon whose lands they constantly encroached; and (2) conflicts with colonies established by other European nations.

There were also rare occurrences of civil strife within a colony. Bacon's 1677 rebellion in Virginia was just such a conflict. Also, less than twenty years after the establishment of the Massachusetts colonies, civil war broke out in England. During this war the colonists were often divided as to whether the king or Parliament should control the power in England. Between 1642 and 1645 the Royalist Army of Charles I fought the armies raised by Parliament throughout much of northern and western England. Charles was captured and executed in 1649. The war ended with the battle of Worcester in 1651, where Cromwell's parliamentary forces were victorious over the royalists under Prince Charles, the future Charles II. The commonwealth government was subsequently established.

The establishment of the militia in the Massachusetts Bay Colony was authorized by the following article in the “Charter of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay in New Englande,” granted by Charles I on March 4, 1628:1

That it shall and may be lawful to and for the chief commanders, governors and officers of the said company, for the time being, who shall be resident in the said part of New England, in America, by these presents granted, and others there inhabiting by their appointment and direction from time to time, and at all time hereafter, for their special defense and safety, to encounter, expulse, repel, and resist, by force of arms, as well by sea as by land, and by all fitting ways and means whatsoever, all such person and persons as shall, at any time hereafter, attempt or enterprise the destruction, invasion, detriment or annoyance to the said plantation or inhabitants, and to take and surprise by all ways and means whatever, every such person and persons, with their ships, armour, munitions, and other goods, as shall in hostile manner, invade or attempt the defeating of said plantation, or the hurt of the said company or inhabitants.

Because the threat of an Indian uprising was very real, on March 22, 1631, the Massachusetts Court of Assistants ordered that every man within the colony, except magistrates and ministers but including servants, was to be furnished with “good and sufficient” arms. The arms were to be purchased by those who could afford to do so or loaned by the towns to those who could not afford them.

The court also ordered the organization of a “General Watch,” which was to include all men between the ages of eighteen and forty-five who were “to come to service with their muskets or other pieces fit for service, with match, powder, and ball.” By September 1634 a Council of War was established, which ordered several towns to build magazines immediately and promulgated other orders to make the militia more effective. On December 13, 1636, the militia's field organization was established, and three infantry regiments were created. Two years later an artillery unit was added. The first general muster of the militia took place on May 6, 1639, and two of the regiments, comprising 1,000 men, took part. It was later described in a history of the Massachusetts militia:2

This military gathering took place at a time when the contest for supremacy between armor-clad soldiery and armorless musketeers was at its height, and the pike and bow still had champions among the recognized military authorities of the period. In America, the use of light armor against the weak archery of the natives was evidently desirable, where it could be used without overburdening the soldier. So there mustered on Boston Common, then a mere pasture, unenclosed, nearly treeless, and, for that day only, cleared of the cows, sheep and goats who were wont to crop it, some ten companies of stalwart militia, varying in strength, and according to modern ideas, strangely un-uniform, in arms, apparel, and manoeuveres. The Boston company is the largest, numbering between one hundred and fifty and two hundred men, and the arms and equipments of its officers and men tell of the superior wealth and standing of the citizens who compose it. Its musketeers are ranged according to the length of their weapons, some carrying matchlock muskets, with barrels six feet in length, and strong, steel-shod rests, and holding between the fingers of the right hand doubled lengths of match ready for present use. Their black armor is crossed with tassel-like bandoliers and broad-buckled sword belts, and their stern and resolute faces are framed by the rims of japanned steel head-pieces or bassinets. Others have only equally long, but smaller bored fowling pieces, with great powder horns and bags for bullets and “great shot”; but the most have “bastard” flintlock muskets or “snaphances,” with barrels four feet six inches long in length, of smaller bore, and destined soon to replace the clumsy matchlock guns altogether. Their officers wear more costly and complete armor, or richly laced and expensive buff coats, which were nearly proof against sword-cut or spear thrust, and in Europe, were fast supplanting all forms of defensive armor. Each captain and lieutenant, beside his heavy cut-and-thrust sword, carries a half-pike, a more or less ornamental spear, with a short and slender, yet tough, shaft, his insignia of office, and a ready instrument for punishment for the stupid and disobedient. The sergeants carry no muskets, and their heavy halberds, made both for cutting and thrusting, are readily distinguishable, as they move in the flanks or in the rear of the line of march and battle.

Ranks of pikemen led the advance and brought up the rear of each marching company, and ranged themselves on either flank in line of battle and in the manoeuvers; now advanced to lead the attack, and again retired to let the musketeers deliver heavy and slowly repeated volleys.

A few mounted gentlemen and yeomen, generally in armor or buff coats, and armed with long swords and heavy petronels—extremely long barreled pistols—formed a small body of cavalry, some of whom also carried firelocks.

Perhaps the largest single conflict with the Indians during the first colonial period (after the massacre of Jamestown settlers in 1622) was referred to as King Phillip's War. King Phillip was a Wamanoag chief who began attacking settlements in Massachusetts in 1675. He was later joined by other tribes, and the war extended into the northeastern area of Massachusetts, which is now the state of Maine. During the winter of 1675–1676 a thousand men of the Massachusetts militia attacked the fortified winter camp of the Narragansetts. Over two hundred militia were lost, but this successful attack ultimately broke the back of the uprising, which had destroyed a dozen settlements, partially consumed others, and cost the lives of 600 colonials.

In 1684 the English Court of King's Board annulled the original Massachusetts Bay Charter granted by Charles I in 1628. A new charter was approved in late 1691, which established the Province of Massachusetts Bay. This province included the old Massachusetts Colony, the Plymouth Colony, what is now the state of Maine, Nova Scotia, and the intervening territory, except the New Hampshire grants.

Most other British North American colonies had militia laws similar to those of Massachusetts. For example, the militia of New York originated from a law promulgated in 1664 by James, Duke of York and Albany, and the owner of a large territory that is now southern and eastern New York state, granted to him by Charles II. The “Duke's Laws” provided:

All males above the age of sixteen shall be enrolled and be subject to military duty. Each person must provide himself with a good serviceable gun, to be kept in constant fitness, with a good sword, bandoleer and horn, a wormer, a scourer, a priming wire, a shot bag and charger, one pound of good powder, four pounds of pistol bullets and twenty-four bullets fitted for the gun, four fathoms [24 feet] of serviceable match for matchlock guns, and four good flints for the fire lock gun.

The law also prescribed one general and four local training days per year and another training day “for all the soldiers within the government” once every two years. The law was modified by Queen Anne in 1702 to limit the age for service to fifty, except if invaded, when the age was raised to sixty. The modification also specified the size of horses and the equipment and arms to be supplied by militiamen belonging to a “troop of horse.” The law was reenacted annually until 1775.

When the English took control of New Jersey from the Dutch in 1664, no time was wasted in organizing the colony's militia. The first law passed by the colony's General Assembly in November 1668 stated that all males from sixteen to sixty “shall train or be mustered, at least four days in the year.” Ministers, herdsmen, physicians, surgeons, constables, and masters of ships above ten tons were exempt from this service. In 1675 the New Jersey General Assembly specified that each citizen in the “trained bands” must supply himself, at his own cost, with a firelock, sword, accoutrements, and ammunition. When reenacted in 1693 the law was modified to allow a hatchet to be substituted for a sword. The law was again modified during Queen Anne's reign as it was for New York.

FRENCH COLONIES

The earliest French colonies in North America were also established at the beginning of the 17th century in Canada, Acadia,3 and the West Indies. The French also reestablished a colony at Port Royal in Carolina. (This colony had originally been settled in 1662, but the volunteers who manned it revolted against their captain and left.) The French colonies were referred to as “New France.” As with the English colonies, the French colonies were usually commercial or religious ventures, which were governed by commercial monopoly companies under charters granted by the king.

There was a significant difference between the English and French approach to colonial defense during the first six decades of the 17th century. The English relied on militias composed of the able-bodied male colonists, whereas the French commercial monopoly trading companies were responsible for the defense of their colonies, not the colonists themselves. The companies were obliged to hire commercial soldiers, or mercenaries. There were few, if any, permanent soldiers among the French settlers; nor were there any French regular army soldiers.

During the reign of Louis XIV the French Crown became directly involved in colonial affairs. In 1663 the colony of New France was elevated to the status of a royal province, with Quebec as its capital. From 1664 royal troops were assigned to the defense of the province, primarily from the Iroquois. By September 1665 there were 1,200 royal infantry in the town of Quebec.

From the mid-17th century an informal militia had been raised from the colonists. This militia was formally organized in 1669, and thereafter all able-bodied men from sixteen to sixty years of age were subject to militia service. Also in 1669 the Ministry de la Marine (navy) was established by the king and was made responsible for all royal colonies. The Ministry of the Navy established independent companies of infantry, called compagnies franches, or “free companies,” for the defense of the North American colonies. The free companies were a separate military force paid by the Navy Ministry and were distinct from the Royal Navy and marines aboard French naval warships. The earliest officers and men of the free companies were from France. By 1687 officers were recruited in Canada. Over one-half of the officer corps was Canadian by 1722, and almost all were Canadian by 1755.

The first free companies were sent to the West Indies in 1674. On November 8, 1684, three companies, each composed of two officers and fifty men, landed in Quebec. By 1688 there were thirty-five free companies in Canada. After the arrival of the free companies, the Royal Army was withdrawn, and there would be no regular troops in Canada until the mid-1750s. The colonies were defended until the Seven Years' War entirely by the free companies, augmented by colonial militia and allied Indians.

SECOND COLONIAL PERIOD, 1691–1775

ENGLISH COLONIES

In 1689 William of Orange ascended the British throne. Thereafter, American colonists would be drawn into a series of wars between European rulers that were fought both in Europe and in the Americas:

 




	Years
	  American Name
	European Name



	1689–1697
	   King William's War
	War of League of Augsburg



	1702–1713
	   Queen Anne's War
	War of the Spanish Succession



	1744–1748
	   King George's War
	War of the Austrian Succession



	1754–1763
	   French and Indian War
	   Seven Years' War






 

In May 1690 a colonial congress met in New York and decided to attempt the conquest of Canada. Two thousand colonial volunteers from Massachusetts sailed from Boston in thirty-four ships under the command of New England's high sheriff, Sir William Phipps, and successfully attacked Port Royal, Nova Scotia, and other small settlements. In October a colonial land force of 1,300 men, raised in Connecticut and New York, marched northwards to invade Quebec by way of Lake Champlain. This attack was defeated by the French under Governor Frontenac. The expedition returned, having lost a large number of men. The following year, Port Royal was retaken by the French. Subsequent assaults against French colonies were planned but never implemented. In 1697 peace was declared, and Acadia was ceded to France by Great Britain.

War between France and England was renewed on May 4, 1702, for the French had induced the Indians to destroy a number of English settlements. In 1707 two Massachusetts regiments, totaling 1,000 men, again sailed to Port Royal in Nova Scotia. However, this time the expedition failed because the settlement had been more strongly fortified. Attacks by French-supported Indians on English settlements continued in 1708. In 1709 a larger assault force made up of 1,000 Massachusetts militia and 200 Rhode Island militia was called up to again attack Port Royal. This force was disbanded after five months, when the British fleet and transports failed to arrive.

In 1710 a British regiment, two Massachusetts regiments, and a regiment from each of the colonies of Connecticut and New Hampshire again sailed to attack Port Royal. This assault was successful, and the settlement was occupied. In May 1709 Connecticut had raised 372 men from its militia's “Trained Bands.” Three hundred and fifty were to go with a proposed expedition to Canada that year. They marched to New York, where they received arms from British stores. These troops spent the winter of 1709–1710 in Albany before becoming part of the 1710 expedition.

In 1711 the British sent seven regiments of infantry and 900 marines to Boston. They were joined there by 1,500 colonial troops raised in New England and 4,000 troops raised in other colonies, such as Virginia, New York, and Pennsylvania. The colonial troops marched against Montreal from Albany, and the British regulars sailed from Boston to attack by sea. Nine of the transports were sunk by severe storms in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, and 1,000 soldiers perished. This disaster cancelled both the land and sea assaults. In 1713 the Treaty of Utrecht ended the war.

In 1732 James Oglethorpe and others received a charter from the British Crown. They founded the town of Savannah and established the Georgia Colony with Oglethorpe as governor.

In 1739 Great Britain declared war on Spain. Three thousand men were raised in the colonies, but the British sent only weapons and equipment to arm four companies. These were issued to four of the companies raised in Massachusetts. The 3,000 men of the colonial militia were transported to Jamaica, from where an assault would be staged against Cartagena, on the Caribbean coast of South America. Due to disease, resulting from months aboard ship off Cartegena while the bombardment and preliminary assaults took place, only 5,000 of the 12,000 British regular and colonial troops were fit to make the attack. Three thousand five hundred actually engaged the Spanish, and 2,000 of these were lost when the attack failed. Of the entire British forces involved, 5,000 men were killed by combat and disease, and another 5,000 were wounded or sick. The remaining British and colonial forces sailed to Jamaica to recover. They then made an unsuccessful assault on the Spanish forces in Cuba. In 1742 the 500 surviving members of the Colonial Brigade returned to their homes in North America. Only fifty of the more than 500 men sent by Massachusetts survived.

Also in 1742 Georgia Governor James Oglethorpe led that colony's forces forces in an three-month seige of Saint Augustine, but was unsuccessful in capturing it. After Oglethorpe's forces returned northwards, the Spanish mounted a military expedition northwards into Georgia, where Oglethorpe won a decisive victory on Saint Simons Island and ended the threat of further Spanish attacks. This conflict became known as the War of Jenkins' Ear.

In 1744 war again broke out between Great Britain and France. Fearing an attack by the French, four companies of sixty men each were sent by Massachusetts to garrison Port Royal in Carolina. In 1745 the colonial militia—consisting of 3,200 men from Massachusetts, 304 from New Hampshire, and 300 from Rhode Island—sailed from Boston to attack the fortified settlement of Louisbourg, in Cape Breton, Canada. This attack by British naval forces and by colonial land forces under William Pepperrell was successful. The citadel had been built to withstand an assault by 30,000 men but was taken by just 4,000 infantry. The following year the French raised a powerful armada to retake Louisbourg and Port Royal, with the ultimate goal of capturing every seaport from Maine to Georgia as well. The North American colonies raised 10,000 men to reinforce and fortify Port Royal, Louisbourg, and Boston and to defend other parts of the Atlantic coast. An additional 1,500 colonial militia from Massachusetts attacked the French fort at Crown Point. Additional militia from New York and 500 men from New Jersey were sent to Albany to guard the northern frontier against the French and Indians. Much of the French fleet was destroyed at sea by storms during the Atlantic crossing, and the attacks by the remaining French forces against the British North American holdings failed. The 1748 Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, which ended the War of Austrian Succession, also returned control of Louisbourg to the French.

The French and Indian War began in North America in 1754, although it was not formally declared in Europe until May 1756. In 1755 General Braddock was defeated by the French and Indians near the site of present-day Pittsburgh. During the following years, militia units from all of the British North American colonies were engaged in battles with the French and Indians.

At this time Massachusetts had a militia strength of over 30,000 men. Three thousand of these were called up for a year's service in 1756. In 1757, 4,000 men were raised in the New England colonies, and a total of 20,000 men from all of the British North American colonies served in 1758. Of the 25,000 colonial militia raised in 1759, 5,000 came from Connecticut, 7,000 from Massachusetts, and two regiments totalling 1,000 men were from New Jersey. The following year, New Jersey raised a new regiment.

In 1758 Louisbourg fell to British forces commanded by General Jeffrey Amherst, and in 1759 Quebec fell to General James Wolfe, thereby ending French rule in Canada. In 1762, 2,300 North American colonial troops were among the British forces that besieged Havana, Cuba. This was the last time that British North American colonial militia from the present-day United States fought abroad.

The French and Indian War had been a power struggle among Great Britain, France, and Spain for New World territories. The Treaty of Paris, signed on February 7, 1763, ended the war. Under its terms France ceded all of Canada, except for two islands off the Newfoundland coast, to Great Britain. France also gave up all claims to territories east of the Mississippi, except the New Orleans area. New Orleans was ceded to Spain. Great Britain returned to France the West Indian islands it had captured, except for Guadaloupe and two smaller islands, and also returned Cuba to Spain. Spain ceded all her possessions east of the Mississippi, including Florida, to Great Britain.

In summary, vast numbers of British North American colonists were used in the wars between Great Britain, France, and Spain during the second colonial period. From 1692 to 1774, 60,000 men from the Massachusetts Colony alone served under the British flag. In the slightly shorter period between 1692 and 1763, over 107,000 men from all of Britain's North American colonies served under the Union Jack.

FRENCH COLONIES

In 1687 the French free companies established small permanent garrisons in Acadia (Nova Scotia) and Placentia (Newfoundland). Their forts were ultimately lost to the British as a result of Queen Anne's War (1702–1713), and the French evacuated and reestablished on Ile Royale (Cape Breton Island). Port Royal, in Nova Scotia, which had also been defended by the free companies, was lost to New England militia forces in 1710. The free companies on Ile Royal were augmented to four or five hundred men in succeeding years, but this island was also lost when Louisbourg fell to the British in 1745 during King George's War. However, Ile Royale was returned to the French in 1748.

René Robert Cavelier, sieur de La Salle had claimed the Mississippi River basin for France in 1682. In 1699 a few French Royal Marines temporarily garrisoned Fort Maurepas in Mobile Bay. In 1703 orders were given to raise two free companies as a permanent garrison on the Mississippi, and they arrived there the following year. By 1716 these had been augmented to eight companies. The lower Mississippi basin would become the Louisiana Colony. Its major city, New Orleans, was founded in 1718 by Jean Baptiste Lemoyne, sieur de Bienville. It was described in 1721 as a place of a hundred wretched hovels in a malarious wet thicket of willows and dwarf palmettos, infested by serpents and alligators. The following year, New Orleans was made the capital of the province of Louisiana.

Louisiana was ceded by the French Crown to private trading companies from 1717 to 1731. These companies were required to employ their own commercial soldiers, or mercenaries, to defend the colony. The Louisiana Colony was administered by the Compagnie d'Occident from 1717 to 1719 and by the Compagnie des Indes from 1719 to 1731. These private commercial companies maintained between eight and sixteen infantry companies in Louisiana during this period. In 1732 the French Crown reestablished its authority in Louisiana, and by November of that year there were thirteen free companies in the colony. As the French colony expanded northwards up the Mississippi during ensuing years, the number of free companies was increased. However, they were spread thinly in small forts over the vast territory as far northwards as Illinois.

In 1719 France captured, lost, and recaptured Pensacola in western Florida from Spain. It was returned to Spanish control in 1722. Also in 1722 the French campaigns against the Natchez Indians began. After the War of Austrian Succession ended in 1748, the free companies continued the conflict against the Natchez Indians. In 1752 they began a campaign against the Chickasaws. Four hundred soldiers and friendly Indians attacked the Chickasaws and burned their crops. This tribe never fully recovered from the resulting famine.

By the mid-1750s “New France” was administered by the French Navy Ministry much as if it were a province. It was divided into three administrative and military areas: (1) Saint Lawrence and the Great Lakes; (2) New Orleans and the Mississippi; and (3) Ile Royale (Cape Breton Island). Each of these areas had its own military establishment. The free companies had been the only French infantry in North America for the previous seventy years, and they had been involved in almost every military engagement during that time.

Because of the Seven Years' War, France sent twelve battalions of royal infantry to North America between 1755 and 1758. In July 1757 a battalion of 500 colonial troupes de la Marine was raised to fight with General Montcalm's army. Another battalion was raised in early 1760. In 1758 colonial troops from Louisiana were sent northwards to reinforce the French forces in the Ohio Valley. These troops fought in several engagements, which ranged northwards to Fort Niagara, between September 1858 and July 1759.

SPANISH COLONIES

During the summer and fall of 1719 the Spanish lost, recaptured, and again lost Pensacola to the French. It was returned to Spanish control in 1722. The Spanish attempted an unsuccessful military mission from Florida northwards into Georgia in 1742 but were defeated by forces under Georgia's governor, James Oglethorpe.

Phillip V, who ascended the Spanish throne in 1700, was a grandson of Louis XIV of France. During Phillip's reign French influence became much stronger in Spain. From the War of Austrian Succession in 1744 until after the American Revolution, Spain sided with France against the British.

During the ensuing years, the Spanish colonization of the northern territories of New Spain (now the southwestern United States) continued. In 1769 Spanish Royal Minister José de Galvez divided these territories into the “interior provinces” of New Spain and devised a military plan for them. In 1775 Spanish Inspector Commandant Hugo O'Coner began implementing this military reorganization of the northern frontier. This resulted in the establishment of fourteen presidios in what are now the states of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and California. The presidios, intended to manifest Spain's military presence, consisted of a garrison, usually a fort, located near water with a pasturage for its horses. Presidios were commanded usually by a captain and had a permanent complement of twenty to fifty men, some of whom were assigned to nearby missions. The men, so assigned, protected the missionaries and accompanied them on visits to Indian pueblos. The presidio was also the base for the local colonial militia. The military presence of the presidios was usually sufficient to prevent Indian uprisings, but numerous local uprisings did occur. At such times, the Hispanic colonists found refuge in the presidio and aided in its defense. Considering how few presidios there were in the vast territory, and how undermanned and underarmed they were in the often-hostile country, the system worked remarkably well.



1 The language has been modernized to facilitate readability.

2 Regiments and Armories of Massachusetts, 27–28.

3 The southeastern portion of Canada, below the Saint Lawrence River, was originally called “New Scotland” by the English. This area was absorbed by the French, who called it “Acadie” or “Acadia.” In 1784 the name “New Scotland” was latinized to “Nova Scotia.”





APPENDIX 2

17TH-CENTURY BRITISH ARMY ORGANIZATION AND LINEAR TACTICS IN EUROPE

It is likely that British North American colonial militias were generally patterned after the organization of the British Army, although the sizes of the respective units may have been smaller. Therefore, an understanding of British army organization may be helpful in understanding the organization of these colonial militias.

In 1640 an English regiment of foot usually consisted of 1,300 men organized into ten companies. Three of these companies were commanded by the regiment's colonel, lieutenant colonel, and major. Each of these three companies had more men than each of the remaining seven companies, which were commanded by captains. A typical company of foot had a captain, three other officers, five noncommissioned officers, two drummers, and 100 privates. The privates consisted of both musketeers and pikemen.

An average regiment of “horse” consisted of six troops of seventy horsemen, but the actual number of men in any specific regiment varied considerably. A dragoon company consisted of nine officers and noncommissioned officers and sixty troopers.

During the early 17th century all ranks carried swords, except the ensign, who carried the colors. Officers were equipped with spontoons or partizans, and sergeants had halberds. Pikemen wore corselets (breast and back plates) and carried pikes that were 16′ to 22′ long. The musketeers wore no body armour, and each was equipped with a musket and a bandoleer of ammunition.

At the beginning of the 17th century a linear formation of foot consisted of a block of pikemen in the center, perhaps six to ten ranks deep. Each rank would present a front of fifteen or twenty men. Musketeers, also six to ten ranks deep, were located on the flanks, or sides, of the pikemen. The front presented by the ranks of musketeers on each flank was about one-half the width of the pikemen, or eight to ten men wide.

The pikemen's defensive role was to receive infantry advances and cavalry charges. They also advanced with pikes lowered to the horizontal, called a “push of pikes.” The musketeers' role was primarily offensive; they fired in volleys, starting when the opposing formations were some distance apart. In practice, the muskeeters were very much a part of the melee of battle when opposing forces closed, and they frequently used their muskets as clubs.

During the early years of the 17th century, increased emphasis was placed on the training of the individual soldier. With this, the linear formation of the regiment changed. In an attack, the ranks of musketeers were at the front and maintained a rolling volley fire of successive ranks. After the front rank fired, it would file rearwards through the other ranks in order to reload, and the second rank would fire. During an advance, the musketeers' succeeding ranks would file forward to fire while the previous rank reloaded. This was very effective in maintaining continuously rolling volleys with fewer ranks of musketeers.

These tactics required that both the musketeers and pikemen received extensive training in their movements within a formation as well as in the movement of the formation as a whole. In addition, training of musketeers emphasized the rapid reloading of their arms, so that each could maintain a sustained rate of fire of four shots a minute.

During an advance, while the opposing formations were still some distance apart, the ranks of pikemen were located at the rear of the formation. When the opposing formations closed on each other, or when the formation was to receive an attack by infantry or cavalry, the pikemen filed forward through the musketeers to the front and lowered their pikes to the horizontal against the opposing infantry. When receiving a cavalry charge, the front row of pikemen placed the metal-tipped rear of the pike on the ground and braced it with the arch of their rear foot. The pikes were inclined upwards at the front.

At the beginning of the 17th century there were approximately equal numbers of pikemen and musketeers in a regiment of foot. By 1640, England and many other continental armies had begun to reduce the ratio to two musketeers to one pikeman. During the remainder of the century the ratio of musketeers to pikemen gradually increased.

The advent of the plug bayonet in the 1670s revolutionized these linear tactics. The pointed blades at the end of their muskets enabled the musketeers to close with the enemy. The plug bayonet eliminated the need for pikemen and meant that all of the privates in a regiment of foot could be armed with muskets. Therefore, a formation of any given size could deliver more firepower than had previously been possible
.




APPENDIX 3:

DATES OF WARS AND MILITARY ACTIONS THAT INVOLVED COLONIAL NORTH AMERICAN ARMED FORCES AND THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES






	Dates



	1689–1697 	King William's War (known in Europe as the War of the League of Augsburg)



	1702–1713 	Queen Anne's War (known in Europe as the War of Spanish Succession)



	1744–1748 	King George's War (known in Europe as the War of the Austrian Succession)



	1754–17631 	French and Indian Wars (known in Europe as the Seven Years' War)



	Apr. 19, 1775–
Sept. 3, 1783 	American Revolutionary War



	1786 	Shay's Rebellion



	1791–1794 	Campaign of Suppression of the Western Indians



	June 18, 1812–
Dec. 24, 18142 	War of 1812



	18173 	First Seminole War



	1834–18424 	Second Seminole War



	18425 	Dorr Rebellion



	1846–18476 	Mexican War



	Apr. 14, 1861–
Apr. 9, 1865 	Civil War



	June 25, 18767 	Little Bighorn



	Apr. 20, 1898–
Aug. 12, 18988 	Spanish American War



	June 18, 19169–
1921 	Mexican Border Campaign



	Apr. 6, 191710–
Nov. 11, 1918 	World War I



	Dec. 7, 1941–
Aug. 14, 1945 	World War II



	June 25, 1950–195511 	Korean War



	1964–197212 	Vietnamese War



	Aug. 1, 1990–
1991 	Operation “Desert Storm” against Iraq








1 This war lasted for seven years in Europe, from 1756 to 1763. However, fighting began in North America in 1754.

2 The Battle of New Orleans was fought in January 1815. Neither side knew that the war was over.

3 Fought to separate Florida from Spain.

4 Fought against the Seminoles under Chief Oceola.

5 Involved the state of Maine.

6 The Alamo was captured on March 6, 1836, from the Republic of Texas by Mexican General Santa Ana.

7 This is only one of the more widely recognized battles in a period of Indian hostilities that extended from the Civil War to the 1890s.

8 This was an “undeclared war,” and the dates of U.S. involvement are not exact because no political event occured to establish the beginning date. However, the treaty between the U.S. and Spain was signed on December 10, 1898.

9 This is the date the president called for troops.

10 This is the date of the formal declaration of war. The president had severed diplomatic relations on February 3, 1917.

11 This was an “undeclared war.” The dates shown are those of the North Korean invasion of South Korea and the year that the cease fire was signed.

12 This was an “undeclared war.” Its official start is usually attributed to August 7, 1964, when Congress approved President Johnson's sending of American military personnel to Vietnam. The cease fire officially went into effect on January 28, 1973.





APPENDIX 4:

REVOLUTIONARY WAR BACKGROUND INFORMATION

SUMMARY OF EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

The Seven Years' War is briefly described in the section of this text on colonial military history. As in other wars between European states from 1685, the British North American colonists were involved, whether or not they had an interest in the issues or the outcome. Tens of thousands of colonial troops were raised in North America and fought for King George against the French and the Indians, both in continental North America and in Cuba. Twenty-three hundred North American colonial troops were at the forty-day siege of Havana, where they suffered heavy casualties. Many of the officers and men who would soon fight for American independence received their first combat experience in this war. One such young officer was George Washington.

In 1764—in order to reduce the taxes of the English people, largely occasioned by the Seven Years' War—Lord George Grenville began enforcing existing revenue laws pertaining to the American colonies. Customs officers were appointed to reduce smuggling, from which many colonists along the Atlantic seaboard derived their living. A new Sugar Act was passed, which placed a duty on West Indies molasses and hurt New England rum importers. A Currency Act banned paper money as legal tender. The Stamp Act of 1765 affected the American colonists in three ways: it levied a £2 tax on each university or college degree awarded in the colonies, it required colonists to use tax stamps on almost all legal documents, and it imposed taxes on newspapers and taverns. Other restrictions required all cargoes to and from the American colonies to be carried only in British ships.

The Virginia House of Burgesses voted the “Virginia Resolves,” which stated that the first settlers in the colonies brought with them, and transmitted to their heirs, all the privileges held by the residents of England. This replied directly to the Stamp Act, which was clearly discriminatory against the colonies. Riots against the Stamp Act broke out in Boston. A convention of twenty-seven delegates from nine colonies met in New York in October 1765. They produced “A general and united, dutiful, loyal and humble, representation of their Condition to his Majesty and the Parliament.” After continued demonstrations in the British North American colonies, the Stamp Act was repealed by Parliament in early 1766.

In 1767, Parliament, which was still seeking funds without raising the taxes of residents of the British Isles, enacted the Townsend Acts, proposed by Charles Townsend. These acts levied duties on items commonly used in the American colonies, such as glass, lead, paint, and paper.

British customs officers in Boston seized John Hancock's ship Liberty for nonpayment of duty on May 9, 1768. The case dragged on in the courts for months, inflaming the colonists. Although the issue was ultimately dropped by the Crown, North American tempers were near the boiling point. On October 1 of that year British troops arrived in Boston to enforce the customs laws.

On March 5, 1770, a taunting of the British in Boston escalated into a disorder. It was becoming a riot when British troops of the Twenty-Ninth Regiment quelled it by shooting into the mob, killing several colonists. This, the “Boston Massacre,” and the subsequent freeing of the soldiers by the Boston court added further fuel to the fires of hatred for the Crown.

Parliament subsequently repealed most of the Townsend Acts, except the duty on tea. A surplus of tea from India was ordered to be transported to Boston and sold at prices below those paid to North American smugglers. On December 16, 1773, a number of Bostonians dressed as Mohawk Indians boarded three ships bearing this Indian tea and threw the cargo, valued at £18,000, overboard into the harbor. As punishment, Parliament passed the “Coercive Acts,” which were known as the “Intolerable Acts” in North America. These acts strengthened the Crown's control of the Massachusetts government, restricted town meetings, closed the port of Boston, extended the province of Quebec southward to the Ohio River, and prohibited the export of arms to the American colonies.

“Provincial congresses” were established in each colony. In September 1774 delegates from these provincial congresses met in Philadelphia as the First Continental Congress. On October 24, 1774, the Continental Congress adopted an agreement called the “Association,” whereby the individual colonies agreed not to import any British goods after December 1, 1774. The provincial congress in each colony reorganized the militia and eliminated loyalists from its ranks. Through the establishment of committees of safety at the county and municipal levels, they began stockpiling arms and supplies of war in safe places. The Colony of Massachusetts authorized and funded the purchase of arms in November 1774 by its European agent, Benjamin Franklin. There is no indication that the other colonies or committees of safety contracted for the fabrication of small arms until after the primary engagement of the war at Lexington Green in April 1775.

BRIEF CHRONOLOGICAL MILITARY HISTORY OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR






	1775



	Apr. 19
	Battles of Lexington and Concord.



	May 10
	Fort Ticonderoga falls to American troops under Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold without a shot being fired.



	June 17
	British win Battle of Bunker (Breed's) Hill.



	Aug. 23
	King George III declares the colonies in rebellion.



	Nov. 13
	American forces under General Richard Montgomery capture Montreal.



	Dec. 9
	British routed at Great Bridge, Virginia.



	Dec. 22
	Parliament prohibits trade by any country with the American colonies.



	Dec. 31
	Unsuccessful attack on Quebec by American troops under Arnold and Montgomery. Montgomery is killed.











	1776



	Feb. 27 	A force of 1,100 North Carolina patriots defeat 1,600 Tories at Moore's Creek Bridge.



	Mar. 17 	British evacuate Boston after Washington had taken up position on Dorchester Heights with 50 cannon brought by Colonel Henry Knox on sleds from Fort Ticonderoga.



	May 4 	Americans abandon siege of Quebec and retreat from Canada.



	Aug. 27–30 	British win Battle of Long Island after assembling an expeditionary force of 32,000 British and German troops in the vicinity of New York.



	Sept. 15–Nov. 18 	A series of British victories in New York (including the capture of Fort Lee and Fort Washington) and the Battle of White Plains causes Washington to retreat across New Jersey into Pennsylvania.



	Dec. 25 	Washington crosses the Delaware River from Pennsylvania to New Jersey and marches towards Trenton, New Jersey. The following day, Washington enters Trenton, surprising and capturing the Hessians quartered there.











	1777



	Jan. 3 	Washington defeats three regiments of Cornwallis's rear guard and captures Princeton, New Jersey.



	July 5 	British General John Burgoyne, in command of a combined force of 12,000 British and German troops in Canada, starts a drive south into New York in an effort to split the colonies and recaptures Fort Ticonderoga from the Americans.



	Aug. 3 	British begin the siege of Fort Stanwix, New York.



	Aug. 6 	American militia marching to relieve Fort Stanwix are defeated at Oriskany.



	Aug. 16 	2,400 militia under General John Stark defeat German states' troops at Bennington, Vermont.



	Aug. 22 	American forces under Arnold end the siege of Fort Stanwix.



	Sept. 11 	Washington is defeated by General William Howe at Brandywine.



	Sept. 19 	Burgoyne's march from the north is stopped short of Albany by Americans at Freeman's Farm, near Saratoga, New York.



	Sept. 20 	British surprise and defeat Americans at Paoli, Pennsylvania.



	Sept. 26 	Howe occupies Philadelphia, where he will remain for the winter.



	Oct. 4 	The American attack on Germantown, Pennsylvania, is
repulsed.



	Oct. 6 	British forces marching from New York to help Burgoyne capture Forts Clinton and Montgomery.



	Oct. 7 	Burgoyne's attack on Bemis Heights is repulsed.



	Oct. 17 	Burgoyne surrenders his army of 5,700 at Saratoga, New York.



	Oct. 22 	An assault by German states' forces on Fort Mercer, on the Delaware River, is repulsed.



	Nov. 15 	The British destroy Fort Mifflin by bombardment.



	Nov. 20 	Americans evacuate Fort Mercer, which had guarded the Delaware from British ships.



	Dec. 18 	The Continental Army begins its winter camp at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. The British winter in Philadelphia.











	1778



	June 18 	British evacuate Philadelphia.



	June 28 	Washington attacks the British leaving Philadelphia at Monmouth, New Jersey. Neither force wins a decisive victory.



	July 4 	Indians massacre the settlers of Wyoming Valley, Pennsylvania.



	July 4 	George Rogers Clark captures Kaskaskia, Illinois.



	Aug. 8 	The American siege of Newport, Rhode Island, is begun.



	Aug. 29 	Americans defend their positions at Newport from British attack.



	Nov. 11 	Indians massacre the settlers of Cherry Valley, New York.



	Dec. 29 	British occupy Savannah, Georgia.



	Winter 	Washington again camps at Valley Forge.











	1779



	Jan. 29 	British capture Augusta, Georgia.



	Feb. 3 	A British force of 200 is defeated by Americans on Port Royal Island, South Carolina.



	Feb. 14 	A force of 300 Georgia and South Carolina militia defeats a force of 700 Tories at Kettle Creek, Georgia.



	Feb. 23 	George Rogers Clark captures Vincennes, Indiana.



	June 1 	British capture American forts at Stony Point and Verplanck's Point, New York.



	July 15–16 	American forces under General Anthony Wayne capture Stony Point, New York.



	Aug. 19 	American forces under Henry Lee attack Paulus Hook, New Jersey.



	Aug. 29 	Americans under General John Sullivan defeat Indians at Newtown (now Elmira), New York, and continue onwards to destroy the towns and crops of the Six Nations.



	Sept. 16 	American and French forces lay seige to Savannah, Georgia.



	Sept. 21 	Spanish capture Baton Rouge, Louisiana.



	Oct. 9 	The American and French attempt to recapture Savannah fails.



	Oct. 25 	British evacuate Newport, Rhode Island.



	Dec. 1 	The American Northern Army begins its winter camp at Morristown, New Jersey.











	1780



	Feb. 10 	The British lay seige to Charleston, South Carolina.



	May 11 	The British capture 5,000 Americans at Charleston.



	May 29 	270 British under Colonel Banastre Tarleton defeat a force of 400 Americans at Wathaws Creek, South Carolina.



	June 7 	British launch raids into New Jersey. They are repulsed on June 23 at Springfield.



	June 20 	400 American revolutionaries defeat 700 Tories at Ramseur's Mill, North Carolina.



	Aug. 6 	American revolutionaries under Thomas Sumter defeat Tories at Hanging Rock, South Carolina.



	Aug. 16 	British defeat the American Southern Army at Camden, South Carolina, in the worst battlefield defeat suffered by the Americans during the war.



	Oct. 7 	900 revolutionaries defeat 1,100 Tories at King's Mountain, on the border between North and South Carolina.











	1781



	Jan. 17
	British forces under Tarleton attack Americans led by Daniel Morgan and are defeated at Cowpens, South Carolina.



	Mar. 15
	British forces under Cornwallis suffer severe casualties when they defeat the American Southern Army under General Nathanial Greene at Guilford Court House, North Carolina. One-fourth of Cornwallis's army is killed or wounded.



	Mar. 18
	British forces under Cornwallis begin their march to Yorktown, Virginia.



	Apr. 23
	Americans capture Fort Watson, South Carolina, from Tories.



	Apr. 25
	American forces under Greene are again defeated at Hobkirk's Hill, South Carolina.



	May
	American forces capture Orangeburg, Fort Mott, and Fort
Granby, all in South Carolina.



	June 6
	American forces recapture Augusta, Georgia.



	July 6
	Americans, under General Anthony Wayne, attack Cornwallis at Green Spring Farm, Virginia, but are repulsed.



	Sept. 8
	Americans under Greene are again defeated at Eutaw Springs, South Carolina.



	Sept. 28
	American forces begin the siege of Cornwallis's forces at Yorktown.



	Oct. 17
	Cornwallis surrenders his army of 8,000 at Yorktown










	1782



	Mar. and Apr.
	Peace negotiations are undertaken.



	Nov. 20
	British sign preliminary Articles of Peace.



	1783



	Jan. 20
	Preliminary treaties between the United States, France, Spain, and England are signed, and a general armistice takes place.



	Sept. 3
	Definitive treaties are signed by the four nations.










APPENDIX 5:

SHOULDER ARMS KNOWN IMPORTED DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
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APPENDIX 6:

PERSONNEL IN CHARGE OF SMALL ARMS PROCUREMENT TO 18151

During the Revolutionary War the quartermaster general (Q.M.G.) was responsible for such items as arms, cannon, and powder while the commissary general of military stores (C.G.M.S.) was responsible for the general stores required to feed, clothe, and generally support the army. However, these areas of responsibility overlapped to a great extent during the war, and the commissary general was frequently charged with the procurement, storage, transportation, and issue of large quantities of small arms.






	1774–July l2, 1781
	General Mifflin was Q.M.G. He resigned on November 7, 1777, but stayed on at the request of Congress until a replacement was found, three and a half years later.



	Sept. 21, 1776
	Morgan Lewis was appointed Deputy Q.M.G. July 12, 1781. Colonel Timothy Pickering was appointed Q.M.G. by resolve of Congress. He served in this post for a number of years.



	1776–1777
	John Trumbell was C.G.M.S.



	1777–Julyl781
	General Benjamin Flower was C.G.M.S. He died in 1781 at the age of thirty-three. During this period the following men served as deputy or assistant C.G.M.S.: Colonel Samuel Hodgdon, Richard Frothington (with Washington's army), and Major Gastinlove (in Philadelphia).



	July 16, 1781–1793
	Colonel Samuel Hodgdon was C.G.M.S. In 1790 his office was on Water Street in Philadelphia.



	Before Apr. 1794–Dec. 31, 1794
	Tench Coxe was commissioner of the Treasury Department's Revenue Office.



	Mar. 12, 1795–1800
	Tench Francis was purveyor of public supplies. He died in 1800. In 1793, at least, he had been a military agent.



	May 24, 1800–Aug.9, 1803
	Israel Whelen was purveyor of public supplies.



	Aug. 9, 1803–May 31, 1812
	Tench Coxe was purveyor of public supplies.



	Aug. 8, 1812–1815
	Callander Irvine was appointed commissary general of purchases. He had previously been superintendent of military stores.








1 On February 8, 1815, the Ordnance Department was created and shortly thereafter took over the procurement of small arms.





APPENDIX 7:

CALIBER DESIGNATIONS OF AMERICAN MILITARY SHOULDER ARMS AND AMMUNITION

MUZZLELOADING SMOOTHBORE ARMS

In order to load a smoothbore muzzleloading arm rapidly, especially one whose bore was becoming fouled by residue from repeated firing in combat, the standard practice was to supply balls that were of smaller diameter than the bore in which they were used. These undersized balls were usually secured by wadding, made up from the paper cartridge case, until the bore was foul enough to retain them in place.

Until the early 19th century the term “gauge” or “bore” was used to refer to the number of lead balls of a specific diameter in a pound. The higher the number of the gauge, the more balls were required to weigh a pound, and therefore the diameter of each was smaller.

Unfortunately, some texts refer to the caliber of 17th- and 18th-century arms as being the bore diameter, expressed in terms of its “gauge”; other texts refer to the diameter of the balls used (also expressed in terms of “gauge”), which were commonly .04″ to .06″ smaller than the diameter of the bore. In this text, where it is known, the bore diameter of an arm is expressed in terms of its inch caliber.

During the Revolutionary War there was an incredible variety of bore diameters in American arms. In May 1777 the Pennsylvania Committee of Safety reported the following gauges of bullets in use: 13, 15, 17, 19, 24, and 30. These represent ball diameters ranging from .54″ to .73″.

The British land pattern musket, which was the regulation arm of the British North American colonies and which was used extensively by both sides during the Revolution, was commonly described as having a bore of 14 balls to the pound. This referred to the size of the balls used, not the size of the bore, which was about .75″ or larger. Fourteen “gauge” or “bore” is equivalent to a ball diameter of .69″. An examination of seventy musket balls found at British campsites showed that they ranged from .687″ to .700″, with an average diameter of .694”.

The bores of the French “Charleville” muskets imported during the Revolution—and adopted thereafter as the regulation musket caliber of the United States—had .70 caliber bores, which were rated at 19 balls to the pound, meaning that the ammunition supplied for them had balls of .675″ diameter. From the beginning of standardized smoothbore muskets in the 1790s to the end of these arms' fabrication in the mid-1850s, the standard ball used in the .69 caliber arms was about .675″ to .678″ in diameter.

USE OF BUCKSHOT

In close combat, or when firing at massed troops, the use of several round balls of .30″ to .38″ diameter each, instead of a single round ball, had a devastating effect. The buckshot was secured in the barrels of muskets by ramming its paper cartridge case above it, forming a tight wad. The first recorded U.S. authorization for the use of buckshot ammunition was an October 6, 1777, order from General Headquarters at Perkiorny that stated: “Buckshot are to be put into all cartridges which shall hereafter be made.” Muskets of .69 caliber were usually loaded with 12 balls and 120 grains of powder; .75 caliber muskets used about 15 balls and 130 or 140 grains of powder. The most commonly encountered diameter in archeological finds at Revolutionary War sites was .338″. The use of buckshot ammunition, sometimes loaded with a single large ball and three smaller shot, continued throughout the smoothbore era, into the Civil War. For example, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts received 100,000 buckshot cartridges along with percussion altered flintlock muskets from the federal government in 1861.





APPENDIX 8:

REVOLUTIONARY WAR NAVIES AND PRIVATEERS

Because the vast majority of small arms, cannon, powder and lead, tents, uniforms, and other military equipment and supplies were imported from Europe during the Revolutionary War, and because disrupting supplies to the British armies in North America would weaken those armies, the American revolutionaries understood the importance of a strong naval force in the Atlantic Ocean. In addition, naval forces were used against enemy forces in cities and fortifications located along the Atlantic coast and in navigable waterways.

At the outbreak of the Revolutionary War Great Britain truly ruled the seas. In 1776, Great Britain had 270 warships, which, in spite of losing 203 warships, increased to 468 warships by 1783. A total of 135 British “Ships of the Line,” each mounting from 50 to 104 cannon, served during the war. Twenty of them were among the ships lost.

By comparison, the tiny revolutionary navy was composed primarily of small ships. Almost all of its ships were outgunned by the British warships. Until 1778, when France and Spain entered the war, the revolutionary navy was alone in its opposition to Britain's mastery of the sea. A total of 177 French and Spanish Ships of the Line served during the war. Twenty-eight of these were lost.

TYPES OF AMERICAN SHIPS

The largest warship in the American navy was the frigate. From the beginning of the Revolution, until 1813, a frigate was defined as a ship carrying twenty-four to forty-four cannon. It had a flush gun deck and a raised forecastle and quarterdeck, which were usually connected by gangways along the side.

Smaller ships were classified according to their rigging. A “sloop” was a ship-rigged vessel of less than twenty-four guns, and most had a single gun deck, although a few quarterdeck sloops were built. Other craft were referred to as “brigs,” “brigantines,” “schooners,” or “cutters.”

AMERICAN NAVY

The American navy was not a single entity during the Revolutionary War. It comprised ships owned by the continental government, individual states, and private persons or companies.

CONTINENTAL NAVY

A total of fifty-three ships saw service in the Continental Navy during the Revolutionary War. Some of these were purchased, such as those bought from France in October 1775. These included two “armed ships,” six brigs, three schooners, and five sloops. Other ships of the Continental Navy were “chartered” (perhaps “rented” or “loaned” is more appropriate) from France in 1777 and 1779. Four of the ships in the Continental Navy were “prize ships” captured from the British.

In 1776 the Continental Navy had twenty-seven ships and 3,000 men. But the war took its toll, and only thirteen warships were still in service by January 1779. That year was the most successful for the Continental Navy, because fifty prizes were taken. However, only nine warships remained in service at the end of the year. Of the three ships that remained in the Continental Navy's service at the start of 1781, only one would still be in service at the end of the war.

INDIVIDUAL STATES' NAVIES

Before the shift to federalism after the war, there was much greater strength in the individual states relative to the national government. Massachusetts had the largest state navy. This navy's largest ship was the Protector, which mounted twenty-six or twenty-eight cannon. Virginia had the next largest navy but lost most of it during Benedict Arnold's attack in 1781.

On June 20, 1775, the Massachusetts Provincial Congress passed the following resolution, which authorized its navy:

Resolved that a number of armed Vessels, not less than six, to mount from eight to fourteen carriage guns, and a proportionate number of swivels & c. be with all possible dispatch provided, fixed, and properly mann'd to cruise as the Committee of Safety, or any other Person or Persons who shall be appointed by this Congress for that purpose, shall from time to time order and direct, for the protection of our trade & sea coasts against the depredations of our Enemies & for their Annoyance, Capture, or Destruction.

PRIVATEERS

Privateers are often considered to be privately owned ships licenced to prey on the enemy for profit. The “licence” was called a “letter of marque” and was issued by countries. In revolutionary America they were issued by Congress or the General Court.

On March 23, 1776, the Continental Congress passed the following resolution: “Resolved, That the Inhabitants of these Colonies be permitted to fit out Armed Vessels to cruise on the Enemies of these United Colonies.” This resolution enabled privately owned ships to legally attack British commercial and naval shipping. It also provided that one-third of the profits from the sale of any prizes taken were to go to the officers and seamen on board and two-thirds to the United Colonies. The resolution also provided that the individual colonies or states had the right to determine the division of the profits of any privateering venture: “That all ships or Vessels with their Tackle, Apparel, and Furniture, Goods, Wares and Merchandise belonging to any inhabitants of Great Britain, as aforesaid, which shall be taken out by any Vessel of War fitted out by and at the expense of any of the United Colonies, shall be deemed forfeited and divided, after deducting and paying the Wages of the Seamen and Marines aforesaid, in such manner as the Assembly or Convention of such colony shall direct.”

On April 3, 1776, a resolution of the Continental Congress defined what information was to be contained in an application for letters of marque by a private person.

Although the official number of American privateers is generally given as 136 for 1776 and 449 for 1781, the actual number probably was much higher. Six hundred and twenty-six letters of marque were issued by the Continental Congress, and 1,000 letters of marque were issued by the General Court to Massachusetts's vessels during the Revolutionary War.

The American privateer usually mounted from five to fifteen cannon. They were too small to engage ships of the British Royal Navy, so they preyed primarily on British and loyalist merchant ships. American privateers are officially credited with taking 600 British ships during the Revolutionary War. They were highly successful in disrupting the transport of supplies and communications essential to maintaining the British Army in North America. They were also successful commercially; the ships and cargoes they captured helped alleviate the deprivations suffered by both the American civilian population and the revolutionary forces.

INFORMATION ON SPECIFIC AMERICAN SHIPS

Alliance: The Alliance was built by William Hackett at Salisbury Point, Massachusetts, on the Merrimac River. It was launched in 1777 and was fitted out in Boston. This frigate carried twenty-eight twelve-pound guns on the gun deck and twelve nine-pound guns on the forecastle and quarterdeck.

The Alliance was with John Paul Jones's Bonhomme Richard in the engagement with the Serapis on September 23, 1779. It also engaged the British frigate HMS Sybil in the final sea action of the Revolutionary War on March 10, 1783. It was also the last ship in the Continental Navy and was sold in June 1785.

America: The America was designed by William Hackett. It was laid down in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, in May 1777 and was launched November 5, 1782.

L'Ariel: A twenty-gun sloop or brig that was borrowed from France in 1779. It was commanded by John Paul Jones during its American usage and was returned to France later in 1779.

Badger: This brig is believed to have carried twelve guns and was captured by the British early in the Revolutionary War.

Bon Homme Richard: This was an old East India merchant ship named the Due de Duras, which was purchased by the United States in 1779 and renamed. It was commanded by John Paul Jones when it sank the new British frigate Serapis in the fight off Hamborough Head.

Congress: A privateer frigate in the service and pay of New York.

Deane: This thirty-two-gun frigate was built at Nantes, France, in 1779.

Duc de Lauzon: This ship was purchased in France in 1782 and renamed. The new name is unknown.

Earl of Edgemont: This schooner was laid down in New York in 1768 and was one of the fourteen American-made boats purchased by the British for the Revenue Service.

General Gates: This ship was launched in 1777.

General Putnam: A privateer schooner in the service and pay of New York.

General Washington: This twenty-four-gun “armed ship” was captured by the British and renamed the General Monk. It was recaptured by the Americans on April 8, 1782, off Cape May, New Jersey.

Hancock: A thirty-two-gun frigate built at Newburyport, Massachusetts. It was later renamed the Iris after its capture by the British.

Hannah: A schooner owned by John Glover of Marblehead, Massachusetts, Hannah was the first armed warship fitted out for the service of the revolutionary forces, between September 5 and 7, 1775. It was ably manned by volunteers from Marblehead during the Revolutionary War.

Massachusetts: A privateer brig in the service and pay of Massachusetts.

Mercury: A packet ketch built in Plymouth, Massachusetts.

Montgomery: A privateer sloop in the service and pay of New York.

Pallas: This thirty-two-gun merchant ship was borrowed from France in 1779 and was returned later that same year.

Providence: A twenty-eight-gun frigate built by Sylvester Bowens at Providence, Rhode Island.

Providence: This is the new name given to a captured British sloop that was used to transport continental sailors and marines on Hopkins's expedition, which captured Fort Montagu, on New Providence Island in the Bahamas.

Randolph: A thirty-two-gun frigate.

Ranger: This frigate was designed by William Hackett and was built by William and James K. Hackett at Portsmouth, New Hampshire. It was captured by the British in 1780 at Charleston, South Carolina, and was renamed the Halifax.

Schuyler: A privateer sloop in the service and pay of New York.

Victoire: This 220-ton merchant ship was purchased by the Marquis du Lafayette in France at a cost of 40,000 livres. It carried two guns and required a crew of thirty. Lafayette sailed from Marseilles in this ship in May 1777 and arrived in Philadelphia in July of that year.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR NOTES1

During the American Revolutionary War, the Massachusetts Board of War operated the commonwealth's merchant and privateer fleets. It also procured trade goods in America for sale in Europe in order to raise funds to purchase arms, powder, military equipment, and the many other supplies needed during the war. From the Massachusetts State Archives, Board of War Letters, Vols. 152 and 153. From 1776 to 1781, at least, Samuel Phillips Savage was president of the Massachusetts Board of War.

In addition to the many prize ships and cargoes captured by Massachusetts privateers, the following types of merchandise were supplied from within Massachusetts: ships' spars, boards, and timber; furs; beeswax; and salted fish. The hogsheads of salted fish were usually loaded at the port of Marblehead. In addition, at least 1,000 barrels of flour were purchased in Poughkeepsie, New York, for the Board of War's use.

Some of these items were traded in other American ports. For example, Massachusetts ships frequently called in Baltimore to obtain pig iron, wheat flour, and some tobacco and in Virginia and South Carolina to obtain tobacco and rice.

The Massachusetts privateers often stopped in the West Indies. These ships visited Saint Pierre, Martinique; Pointe-à-Pitre, Guadalupe; and Cap Franàois, Dominique. In addition to cargoes from Massachusetts and other states, prize vessels and cargoes were sold or traded at these ports. The privateers obtained West Indian and Jamaican rum, molasses, sugar, and indigo, some of which were sold or traded in Virginia and South Carolina for tobacco and timber.

These cargoes were transported to France and sold by merchant firms acting as agents for Massachusetts. In 1776 the Massachusetts Board of War dealt with Bordeaux merchant Louis Poncet & Fils. The following year they also dealt with Rewle de Bamerein and Raimbeause in Bordeaux, as well as Jaques Gruel & Cie. of Nantes.

In October 1776 Robert Morris was appointed as “Commercial Agent for the Secret Committee of the [Continental] Congress, to superintend what business they might have reason to transact in the different parts of Europe on account of the United States of America.” Morris went to France and established a residence at Nantes sometime before March 1777.

A March 11, 1777, letter to the Massachusetts Board of War from “Morris, Plairne, Penet & Co.” in Nantes appears to be the beginning of the ongoing commercial relationship that existed between that company and the Massachusetts Board of War. This firm acted as the state's agent in the southern states as well as in France. During 1777 and 1778, Penet appears to have resided in Baltimore, and traveled extensively to Philadelphia, Alexandria, Virginia, and “the south.”

In 1778, Plairn died, and the firm's name changed to Penet, DaCosta Friers & Cie. By January 1779 Massachusetts had a debt of £359,881 owing to the French firm. On July 6, 1779, Penet wrote the Massachusetts Board of War that he would shortly be returning to France. From sometime before September 1779 Samuel and Robert Purviance were the Massachusetts agents in Baltimore and the southern states.

Specific references to some of the arms, powder, and military stores procured by the Massachusetts Board of War are described in Section 057. of this work.



1 From the Massachusetts State Archives, Board of War Letters, Vols. 152 and 153.
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