
  
    
      
    
  



John Marshall


The Life of George Washington (Summarized Edition)

Enriched edition. Campaigns, correspondence, and constitutional argument from Mount Vernon papers to the contested birth of the republic

Introduction, Studies, Commentaries and Summarization by Thomas Fletcher
Edited and published by Quickie Classics, 2025


      EAN 8596547878322
  


    Contact: musaicumbooks@okpublishing.info




[image: ]



Quickie Classics summarizes timeless works with precision, preserving the author’s voice and keeping the prose clear, fast, and readable—distilled, never diluted. Enriched Edition extras: Introduction · Synopsis · Historical Context · Brief Analysis · 4 Reflection Q&As · Editorial Footnotes.

    Table of Contents

    
    
        Introduction

    

    
    
        Synopsis

    

    
    
        Historical Context

    

    
    
        The Life of George Washington

    

    
    
        Analysis

    

    
    
        Reflection

    

    
    
        Notes

    

    


Introduction




Table of Contents




    At the heart of John Marshall’s The Life of George Washington lies the tension between revolutionary power and republican restraint. Written in the young nation’s formative years, Marshall’s narrative presents leadership as a disciplined answer to upheaval, tracing how measured judgment steadies a volatile public sphere. Rather than chase sensation, the work attends to the steady accumulation of decisions through which institutions take shape. It finds drama in deliberation, not spectacle, and seeks the sources of authority in character as much as victory. This introduction invites readers to see the biography as a study in how a republic survives its birth pangs without surrendering to the excesses that summoned it.

As biography written by a jurist serving as Chief Justice, The Life of George Washington blends narrative history with documentary chronicle. Published in multiple volumes in the first decade of the nineteenth century, it addresses events from colonial Virginia and the North American frontier to the councils of the early Republic. Marshall writes in the wake of Washington’s death, drawing heavily on public documents and contemporary accounts to anchor his story. The result belongs to the foundational literature of the United States, where biography functions as national history and the setting stretches from provincial landscapes to emergent centers of federal power and debate.

Readers encounter a methodical chronicle that traces Washington’s formation, long public service, and the maturation of a nation alongside him. Marshall alternates between narrative passages and extended contextual explanations, pausing to examine causes, constraints, and the legal or diplomatic frameworks surrounding events. The prose is formal and measured, shaped by the cadences of late eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century rhetoric. His voice is judicious rather than dramatic, favoring clarity, documentation, and steady argument over flourish. The reading experience is deliberate and cumulative, rewarding patience with a clear sense of sequence, rationale, and the interplay between individual agency and institutional development.

Among its central themes are civic virtue, disciplined power, and the fragile legitimacy of a republic born in revolt. Marshall repeatedly returns to questions of duty, subordination of the sword to civil authority, and the moral weight of command. He treats leadership as a public trust formed by habit and tested by contingency. The biography explores unity as a strategic and ethical aspiration, showing how cohesion can be a resource equal to arms or finance. It also reflects on patience—the slow work of building systems that outlast charisma—thus linking character to constitutional durability and the practices that convert victory into stable governance.

For contemporary readers, the book’s value extends beyond its subject to the way it models historical reasoning and civic pedagogy. Marshall writes as a citizen of the early Republic, framing biography as a medium for teaching the habits of constitutional life. The emphasis on evidence, causation, and restraint offers a counterpoint to sensational narratives, suggesting how public memory might be built without erasing complexity. Because the work stands close to the founding generation, it preserves early understandings of authority, union, and executive duty that continue to inform debate. It matters as both an account of a life and a blueprint for governance.

Yet the work is also a product of its moment, written from a Federalist perspective that prizes order, union, and measured authority. Its proximity to the events it narrates can yield a reverent tone and a preference for institutional stability over popular volatility. Rather than diminish its significance, these features mark it as a primary artifact of early American political culture. Readers will find careful marshaling of documents, arguments presented with legal clarity, and a sustained effort to balance narrative with analysis. Engaging it alongside recent scholarship deepens insight, but the book’s original aims and methods remain legible and instructive.

In an era still testing the limits of executive power, civil-military balance, and national cohesion, Marshall’s portrait endures as a study in principled leadership under constraint. It invites reflection on how authority is acquired, exercised, and relinquished, and how personal discipline can underwrite public trust. The book rewards readers who attend to its patient accumulation of evidence and to its care in disentangling motive from result. Without relying on spectacle, it shows how institutions are steadied by character and law working together. Approached in this spirit, the biography remains a rigorous companion for thinking about responsibility in turbulent democratic times.
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    John Marshall’s The Life of George Washington, issued in five volumes between 1804 and 1807, presents an expansive, document-based biography of the first American president. Drawing on official correspondence and papers preserved by Washington’s family, Marshall blends narrative life-writing with a general history of the colonies and the Revolutionary era. The work foregrounds public deeds and policy over private anecdote, aiming to portray character through action. Its opening sections trace the colonial setting that shaped Washington’s opportunities and constraints, establishing the book’s method: to place individual decisions within broader political and military developments that would culminate in national independence.

Marshall recounts Washington’s Virginia upbringing, early training as a surveyor, and entry into provincial service, emphasizing diligence, caution, and ambition tempered by duty. The narrative follows his initial missions on the frontier and the outbreak of the French and Indian War, using official reports to frame the stakes in imperial rivalry and local security. Washington’s experiences in wilderness campaigning, supply management, and relations with colonial authorities are presented as formative. Marshall highlights lessons learned about command, logistics, and civil-military coordination, linking these to later capacities while carefully situating them within the shifting alliances and hazards of mid-eighteenth-century North America.

As tensions with Britain intensify, the biography shifts from frontier warfare to constitutional dispute, taxation, and the coordination of colonial resistance. Marshall traces Washington’s role in Virginia’s provincial leadership and his emergence at the Continental Congress as a figure trusted for steadiness and experience. The narrative then follows his appointment to command the Continental Army and the early campaigns, including the siege of Boston and the difficult maneuvers around New York. Setbacks and adaptations are recounted through correspondence and orders, showing the challenges of creating a national force from disparate militias while sustaining morale under severe material constraints.

Marshall’s account of the middle years of the war emphasizes endurance: protracted campaigns, strategic withdrawals, and the consolidation of a professional core amid fluctuation in enlistments. He details the difficulties of supply, the politics of appointments, and the coordination with state governments and the Continental Congress. The narrative integrates diplomatic developments and the arrival of foreign assistance, stressing the logistical and strategic implications rather than battlefield spectacle. Washington’s leadership is shown balancing prudence and opportunity, with selected actions illustrating adaptations in training and intelligence. Without foregrounding any single decisive moment, the volumes present cumulative gains that reposition the American cause for eventual success.

With the war’s momentum shifting, Marshall narrates the challenges of concluding hostilities, maintaining civilian control, and transitioning the army toward peace. He follows Washington’s attention to discipline, the settlement of obligations, and the delicate relationship between military service and republican principles. Postwar, the biography treats the difficulties under the Articles of Confederation, situating Washington’s correspondence about union, commerce, and public credit within a wider debate over national capacity. The road to the Federal Convention is traced through these concerns, leading to Washington’s presiding role, which Marshall presents as stabilizing without dwelling on detailed clause-by-clause deliberations or partisan controversy.

The presidential volumes examine the inauguration of the new government, the organization of executive departments, and the early legislation that set fiscal and administrative foundations. Marshall follows Washington’s efforts to balance regional interests, consult a cabinet, and cultivate legitimacy through measured public communication and adherence to law. Foreign affairs receive sustained attention, especially the management of neutrality amid European conflict and the negotiation of treaties that tested public opinion. Domestic unrest is treated as a constitutional trial of federal authority and lenity. Throughout, the biography emphasizes process, precedent, and the gradual clarification of national institutions under Washington’s cautious but firm stewardship.

The narrative closes with Washington’s retirement from office, his private concerns at Mount Vernon, and reflections on public virtue, unity, and the demands of republican government. Marshall integrates the final documents and messages to convey a measured assessment of character as seen through consistent service. As a comprehensive early nineteenth-century biography, the work endures for its reliance on official papers and its integration of personal narrative with institutional history. It remains a reference for understanding how contemporaries framed the founding generation, underscoring themes of duty, moderation, and national cohesion without resorting to embellishment or dramatic revelation.
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    John Marshall’s The Life of George Washington appeared in five volumes between 1804 and 1807, published in Philadelphia while Marshall served as Chief Justice of the United States. A veteran of the Revolutionary War and a leading Federalist, Marshall wrote with access to George Washington’s private and official papers, entrusted to Supreme Court Justice Bushrod Washington, the president’s nephew. The project sought to assemble a documentary biography grounded in letters, orders, and public records. Issued in the early national period, the work addressed a readership forging a common memory of the Revolution and the founding institutions of the new federal republic.

The biography opens against the backdrop of Britain’s eighteenth‑century North American colonies, where provincial assemblies, imperial governors, and local militias structured political life. In Virginia, a planter elite oversaw county institutions and militia service, contexts central to Washington’s early public experience. The contest for the Ohio Valley and the French and Indian War (1754–1763) reordered imperial power and colonial security, drawing provincial officers into campaigns alongside British regulars. These conflicts introduced themes—frontier defense, civil‑military coordination, and intercolonial cooperation—that recur throughout Marshall’s narrative, linking the colonial order to the later struggle for independence and to the institutional habits that informed revolutionary leadership.

Marshall situates the imperial crisis in escalating disputes over taxation, representation, and constitutional authority after 1763, culminating in the First and Second Continental Congresses. The creation of the Continental Army and the search for dependable supply, pay, and discipline form a constant backdrop in his account. As a former Continental officer, Marshall had observed shortages, fragile enlistments, and the role of state governments in sustaining national operations. The alliance with France transformed the strategic environment, while Congress wrestled with finance under the Articles of Confederation. These structural pressures frame Washington’s command decisions without reducing them to isolated episodes or purely personal traits.

The postwar years exposed the limits of the Articles, as states faced debts, trade disputes, and unrest such as Shays’ Rebellion. Calls for reform culminated in the 1787 Philadelphia Convention, producing a new Constitution that shifted key powers to a national government. Debates in state ratifying conventions, including Virginia’s, clarified contested questions of sovereignty, taxation, and the judiciary. Marshall, a Federalist delegate at Virginia’s convention, supported ratification, a stance reflected in his emphasis on effective national authority. His biography traces how constitutional arrangements emerging from 1787 shaped civil‑military relations and executive responsibility, central concerns in narrating Washington’s later public service.

Washington’s presidency established precedents and institutions that anchor Marshall’s treatment of the early republic. The Judiciary Act of 1789 organized federal courts; executive departments took shape; fiscal measures, including assumption of state debts and a national bank, aimed to stabilize public credit. Foreign affairs pressed hard: the Neutrality Proclamation of 1793 addressed European war, the Genêt affair tested diplomatic norms, and the Jay Treaty sought to settle conflicts with Britain. Domestic resistance, notably the Whiskey Rebellion, raised questions about federal enforcement and civil order. Marshall presents these episodes through official documents, underscoring constitutional processes and executive obligations rather than partisan invective.

Intense party conflict formed the immediate backdrop to Marshall’s composition. Federalists and Democratic‑Republicans contested constitutional interpretation, fiscal policy, and foreign alignments amid a proliferating press and political societies. Washington’s Farewell Address urged unity and cautioned against entangling alliances and partisan excess, themes congenial to Marshall’s outlook. By 1801, Jeffersonian Republicans controlled the executive and Congress, while Marshall, appointed Chief Justice, embodied Federalist commitments to national authority within the judiciary. Writing soon after this transition, he cast Washington’s statecraft as a benchmark of prudence and legality, implicitly countering narratives that depicted Federalist policies as monarchical or hostile to republican liberty.

Methodologically, the biography relies heavily on documentary evidence preserved among Washington’s papers and public archives, an approach facilitated by Bushrod Washington’s custodianship. Marshall integrates orders, correspondence, and proclamations into extended narratives, giving the work a pronounced institutional and legal tone. The opening volume devotes substantial space to colonial and imperial history to situate Washington’s emergence, a choice that shaped its early reception and later abridgments published for broader audiences. By foregrounding records of policy and command, Marshall privileges verifiable actions and official reasoning, helping establish an American tradition of source‑based national biography in the generation immediately following independence.

Appearing during nation‑building and partisan realignment, Marshall’s biography both reflects and defends the era’s Federalist vision: a durable union, energetic but lawful executive power, disciplined finance, and respect for civil‑military boundaries. Its sustained concern with institutions, constitutional procedure, and public virtue offers a counterpoint to factional rhetoric that marked the 1790s. The work circulated widely and influenced early American historical writing, remaining a major reference until broader editions of Washington’s papers, notably those compiled by Jared Sparks in the 1830s, expanded the documentary record. As a result, Marshall’s Life helped fix a civic memory centered on constitutional order and national cohesion.
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Every heart yearns to follow the illustrious through peril and triumph, to watch power melt away until only plain truth remains. None beckons more than the favourite son of America, called again and again by unanimous voice whenever her fate trembled. He stands at the army’s head through a desperate war, steadies councils when peace proves equally dangerous, and governs a fragile Union that survives solely on public favour. Twice he lays aside supreme command the instant duty loosens its hold, leaving armies and offices that adore him. Truly he is “first in war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his fellow citizens.
The coming narrative holds few thundering battles; America’s struggle seldom let her chief indulge his daring. Ringed by stronger foes, supplied by scant food, pay, clothing, and arms, his ranks stayed forever raw, forever changing. Glory lies not in a parade of victories but in refusing to despair, keeping a semblance of an army when conquest seemed impossible, restraining ardour until the rare instant when attack promised gain. He nurses discontented men through cruel privations, suppresses mutiny, seizes the decisive moment, and by patient skill extends the war until freedom is won—feats less brilliant on paper yet equal in genius.
Volumes of correspondence, preserved with care, furnish the tale ahead. Letters to and from the commander have been sifted with patient labour; from their mass springs the chief thread, supported when needful by Doddesly’s Register[1], Belsham, Gordon, Ramsay, and Stedman, whose very phrases sometimes mingle unabashed. The plan places Washington always in front, printing his private views, untried schemes, and corrections, even at the cost of omitting events outside his orbit. Yet a sweeping prologue recalls earlier tides: Cabot’s commission and landfall, Gilbert’s hopes and loss, Raleigh’s venture, Grenville’s settlements, the vanished souls on Roanoke, Gates’s patent, and a royal code shaping the destined colony.
The United States spans from Passamaquoddy Bay[2] at 45° N to Cape Florida at 25°, then along the Gulf of Mexico to the Sabine, westward to the Rockies, north along the 42nd parallel to the Pacific. Britain touches it at the 49th parallel; the northern line beyond the mountains awaits settlement. The recent purchase of vast, little-known lands lifts its area to two million square miles. Census 1820 counts 9,654,415 souls, rising about thirty-four percent each decade. Opinion shuns a great army; oceanic distance shields the republic. A million-dollar yearly law of 1816 builds nine seventy-fours and twelve forty-fours, promising a navy equal to its daring.
Net revenue in 1822 exceeds twenty million dollars and should rise with the populace; arts and arms advance swiftly. After Columbus’s return, seafaring Europe coveted western realms, England foremost. On 5 March 1495 Henry VII granted John Cabot and his sons authority to take unclaimed lands for England. In May 1496 a royal ship and four Bristol barks sailed west, reached Newfoundland and St. Johns, then coasted from 56° to 38° hunting a Pacific passage. This voyage grounded England’s claim, yet regard for Spain and the papal line, bestowed “of his own mere liberality and certain knowledge, and the plenitude of apostolic authority,” stilled Henry’s purpose.
Fishermen still frequented Newfoundland, yet no broad plan revived until Elizabeth. Letters patent dated 11 June 1578 empowered Sir Humphry Gilbert; two perilous voyages failed, and he perished after merely claiming Newfoundland. His half-brother Sir Walter Raleigh, undaunted, won a patent on 26 March 1584 and a month later sent Captains Amidas and Barlow by the Canaries and West Indies toward Florida. On 2 July they landed near Pamlico Sound, explored Roanoke, traded, took two willing natives, and returned to England 15 September. Pleased, Elizabeth christened the land “Virginia.” Raleigh next launched seven ships on 9 April 1585 under Sir Richard Grenville, who reached the coast late June and surveyed Pamlico and Albemarle.
Sir Walter Raleigh lands 108 settlers on Roanoke, an island without harbour, and appoints Ralph Lane governor before sailing for England. Obsessed with gold, the colonists roam inland, lured by Indian tales of distant mines, and squander planting time. Distrust turns to fighting, supplies vanish, and they live on fish and game until June 1586, when Francis Drake, returning from raids on Spain, appears. A sudden storm wrecks the relief boat, so the settlers beg to leave; Drake takes them home. Soon a resupply ship and then Sir Richard Grenville arrive; finding emptiness, Grenville leaves fifteen men with two years' food, but Indians soon kill them.
Undeterred, Raleigh in 1587 sends three ships under John White, intending to settle on Chesapeake Bay. They reach Roanoke in July, learn the fifteen men are dead, yet stay, baptize the loyal Indian Manteo as lord of nearby tribes, and welcome the first English child born in America, Virginia Dare[4]. Lacking necessities, the settlers unanimously dispatch White for aid. England, bracing for Spain's armada, keeps Raleigh's heavier ships in port, and White's two small barks drift into privateering and battle, returning disabled. Raleigh, preoccupied, transfers his patent to Sir Thomas Smith and London merchants, who finally fit out three ships in 1590.
Delayed by plundering Spaniards, the fleet reaches Hatteras in August. A gun announces arrival; search parties find no colonists, lose six men in surf, and scour Roanoke. The agreed signpost bears only CROATAN[3], without the distress cross, so the ships head for that island, but storm and accident drive them back; they abandon the search, and the colony vanishes from history. Later voyages seek trade alone until 1602, when Bartholomew Gosnald sails west from Falmouth with thirty-two men, names Cape Cod, Martha's Vineyard, and Elizabeth's Island, notes fertile soil, shorter route, and returns in four months, inspiring Hackluyt's association and James I's patent to Sir Thomas Gates.
On 10 April the great seal confirmed Sir Thomas Gates and partners in America from latitude 34° to 45°, with islands within one hundred miles. At their wish the patentees split into two companies: London knights, gentlemen and merchants to plant between 34° and 41°; Bristol, Exeter and Plymouth adventurers to plant between 38° and 45°, a hundred miles from the first. Each could carry volunteers who would enjoy English liberties, and be ruled by a thirteen-member council, while two royal boards of thirteen oversaw both colonies. Mining rights, coinage, and power to repel interlopers were granted, customs sustaining the companies for twenty-one years.
King James drafted a code for the colonies. He lodged control in a council, “composed of persons of consideration and talents.” The Church of England became the established faith. Presidents with councils held executive and legislative power, but ordinances could not touch life or limb, lasted until revoked in London, and had to resemble English law. All settlers swore obedience; whoever lured them from allegiance faced prison or return to England. Murder, rebellion, mutiny, or incest meant death by jury; lesser crimes drew swift justice. Land tenure matched that of England, kindness toward the heathen was urged, and the crown kept power to add statutes.
Funds were scant, so the first southern expedition sailed in December 1606 with 105 men aboard a hundred-ton ship and two small barks under Captain Newport. Three sealed packets naming the council were to be opened twenty-four hours after reaching Virginia; this secrecy bred quarrels during the four-month West-Indian detour. A storm finally drove the squadron into the Chesapeake on 26 April 1607. Thirty men landing at Cape Henry skirmished with natives. Ascending the Powhatan, they chose a peninsula for their town, christening river and settlement James. On 13 May the packets opened; Wingfield became president while John Smith was kept in irons.
Jealous of the newcomers, the natives soon ambushed laborers, but cannon fire from the ship scattered them, and a fragile truce followed. Newport, obliged to return, proposed taking Smith with him; Smith insisted on trial, was acquitted, and joined the council. About mid-June Newport sailed home, leaving one bark and roughly a hundred settlers who now lived on a daily pint of worm-eaten grain. Heat, marsh vapors, and the diet bred sickness that buried fifty, among them Gosnald. Accusations of hoarding and planned desertion unseated Wingfield, raising Radcliffe. Disaster softened tempers toward the Indians and revealed Smith’s energy; by common consent authority settled on him.
Smith built defenses, raised shelters for the sick, and led bands inland at harvest, coaxing friendly natives with gifts and crushing hostile ones, filling the granaries. The ousted president intrigued and plotted escape by bark, but Smith uncovered and foiled him. Exploring the Chickahominy, Smith was surrounded; sunk neck-deep in a swamp, he surrendered. His compass amazed the captors. Powhatan ordered club execution, yet thirteen-year-old Pocahontas rushed between, folded his head in her arms, and saved him. After seven weeks he reached Jamestown, halted thirty-eight survivors from sailing, and through renewed trade sustained them until Newport brought 120 settlers and provisions.
Discipline lapsed. Shining earth near Jamestown seemed gold; "there was no thought, no discourse, no hope, and no work, but to dig gold, wash gold, refine gold, and load gold." Smith protested, yet two ships left, one laden with glittering dirt, the other with cedar, and famine returned. To open new resources he sailed on 2 June in an open boat and thirteen men, charting every inlet of the Chesapeake to the Rappahannock, then came back on 21 July to turmoil, helped depose the president, named Scrivener, and departed again to the Susquehanna, logging three thousand miles. Dr. Robertson later praised his map as "so full and exact.
Returning from discovery, Smith was elected president and accepted. Soon Newport reappeared with more settlers, including the colony's first two women but no food; Smith's firm yet fair administration compelled industry and order, replacing want with plenty. Jamestown endured: settled in 1607 on a James River peninsula thirty-two miles from the sea, it later hosted America's first representative assembly in 1619 and, that same year, received the first enslaved Africans in the thirteen colonies. Erosion turned the site into an island; ruins of the 1639 brick church, the original fort, and several seventeenth-century houses remain, protected by the Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities.
On 23 May 1609 a charter styled the investors "The treasurer and company of adventurers of the city of London, for the first colony in Virginia," granting Point Comfort plus two hundred miles each side, the right to rule, trade freely, and impose martial law. Reinforced by subscribers, they sent nine ships and five hundred settlers. Lord Delaware was governor for life; Newport led, Gates and Somers carried commissions. A storm drove their vessel onto Bermuda; the others reached Jamestown, Stith says, "unruly sparks…rakes and libertines." Smith kept command, jailed mutineers, then, burned by exploding powder, sailed for England, leaving five hundred people, arms, livestock, and ten weeks’ food.
Without Smith, officers wrangled over power until they named Captain Percy, virtuous yet bedridden, and chaos followed. Indians, no longer awed, attacked; West and Martin lost boats and men and hurried to Jamestown. Stores vanished, horses’ hides were boiled, slain Indians eaten, then comrades; the winter was called "THE STARVING TIME[5]." After six months only sixty survived, barely ten days from death, when Gates, Somers, and Newport arrived from Bermuda. They resolved to abandon the country: "None dropped a tear," writes Chalmer, "because none had enjoyed one day of happiness." Sailing downriver they met Lord Delaware, who turned them back and on 10 June 1610 resettled Jamestown.
Delaware’s mild rule restored order, but illness soon sent him to sea, leaving about two hundred colonists. On 10 May 1611 Sir Thomas Dale landed with supplies, found idleness, uncovered plots, proclaimed martial law, and compelled work. In August Sir Thomas Gates followed with six ships, more men and food, allowing new settlements up James River. Reports of Bermuda’s fertility reached London, and in March 1612 a charter added every island within three hundred leagues, reshaped the company into quarterly courts and weekly meetings, and authorised lotteries. The first drawings raised twenty-nine thousand pounds, funds later hailed as having "supplied the real food by which Virginia had been nourished.
Provisions dwindled in Jamestown, so in 1613 Captain Argal sailed to the Potomac for corn, learnt Pocahontas hid nearby, bribed friends, lured her aboard, and held her. Hoping Powhatan would yield, he was rebuffed: the chief offered peace only after her return. During confinement she won John Rolfe; their marriage, welcomed by Powhatan, forged peace with the Chiccahominies. Dale ended communal farming by granting all colonists three acres. Gates left; Dale sent Argal to sack Port Royal, and at New York the Dutch governor "peaceably submitted both himself and his colony to the King of England, and the governor of Virginia under him," tribute ignored.
The benefits of labor led to abandonment of communal stores; fifty-acre homesteads were surveyed for every newcomer. About 1615 colonists planted their first tobacco, a leaf the King derided in his pamphlet A Counter-blast, yet demand soared and it became the staple. In 1616 Dale sailed home, leaving George Yeardly, who after a lax year yielded to Captain Argal. Able yet grasping, Argal kept martial law in peace, condemned Mr. Brewster to death for disrespect, fixed prices, barred trade with Indians, restricted hunting, ammunition, ship visits, and church absence, stirring discontent. With Lord Delawar dead, the company recalled Yeardly as captain-general to redress wrongs.
Yeardly reached Jamestown in April 1619 and proclaimed his intent to gather a popular assembly. On 19 June the governor, council, and burgesses elected by seven boroughs met together; the new House of Burgesses[6] debated laws, then sent them to England for approval. In spite of steady immigration, few women dwelt in the colony, so in 1620 the company shipped ninety girls, followed next year by sixty more; eager planters exchanged tobacco for brides, turning loneliness into households. Thoughts of children stirred plans for schools and a college. At the king’s command a hundred criminals were also transported, their labour proving useful and their manners reformed.
In 1620 the company abandoned its monopoly, opening Virginia trade. A Dutch vessel moored in James River and sold twenty Africans into slavery. Next July an ordinance created two councils: a Council of State appointed by the company to advise the governor, and a General Assembly of governor, councillors, and two elected burgesses from each settlement. The Assembly could pass laws; the governor held a veto; English approval was final, and no English order bound Virginia without assent here. That year the tobacco quarrel ended: the company gained sole import rights at nine-pence a pound. Settlements reached the Rappahannock and Potomac, and courts eased suits.
Powhatan died in 1618; Opechancanough, cunning and bitter, took his place. Colonists, busy with crops, trusted the Indians, even arming them. He quietly enlisted every nearby tribe. At dawn, 22 March 1622, warriors walked in smiling, then struck; 347 settlers fell in moments. Warned by a loyal convert, Mr. Pace roused Jamestown, saving its neighbours. War raged: public works abandoned, the college empty, eighty plantations shrunk to eight, famine followed. London adventurers sent aid, but bitter factions wrecked the company; royal commissioners seized its records, and a quo warranto[7] in 1624 voided the charter after £150,000 spent and nine thousand emigrants, yet scarcely eighteen hundred survived.
After war settlers cleared rivers. In February 1624 the Assembly resolved: “the governor shall not impose taxes without authority of the General Assembly, and he shall not withdraw the inhabitants from their labour to any service of his own.” Burgesses gained freedom from arrest. Commissioners asked for an address pledging “their willingness to submit themselves to his princely pleasure, in revoking the ancient patents,” yet the house thanked the King and sought the tobacco monopoly, and a voice in war. The crown made Virginia a government with a governor and council of twelve, silenced the Assembly, and banned outside tobacco. James died in 1625; Charles I succeeded.
Charles I kept his father’s colonial scheme. He made Sir George Yeardly governor of Virginia, granting him and his council absolute lawmaking and executive power, authority to tax, seize the old company’s property, ship criminals to England, and enforce a royal monopoly on tobacco handled by crown agents. On Yeardly’s death in 1629 Sir John Harvey succeeded, his rapacity making tyranny unbearable. Enduring until 1636, the colonists seized him, sent him to England with deputies to present their grievances. Charles frowned, asked no questions, and in 1637 returned Harvey unscathed. Preparing to summon parliament, he soon replaced him.
Sir William Berkeley arrived, mild where Harvey had been brutal. He called the burgesses, restored the general assembly, and the house disavowed a petition “praying for the restoration of the ancient patents and corporation government,” voicing gratitude to the King. Throughout the civil war the colony stayed loyal. In 1650 Parliament issued an ordinance stating, “they are and ought to be subordinate to, and dependent on, that nation,” branded colonial rulers rebels, and barred foreign vessels. Sir George Ayscue’s fleet enforced the order; Berkeley, bolstered by Dutch ships, resisted briefly, then capitulated under a general amnesty and retired, trade burdens and exiles raised ire.
After Governor Matthews died, Virginians recalled Berkeley, who demanded a pledge “to venture their lives and fortunes with him in support of their King.” They agreed and proclaimed Charles II before England knew of Cromwell’s death. At the Restoration the colony numbered thirty-thousand. Its borders shrank in 1632 when Charles I cut off land “from Watkin’s Point to the 40th degree,” creating Maryland for Lord Baltimore, free to legislate with the freemen. Calvert arrived with two hundred Catholics, bought St Mary’s, and prospered. Virginia’s protest failed; the council ordered trade. Maryland’s freemen met in 1635, rejected Baltimore’s code in 1638, and attainted William Clayborne for revolt.
In 1631 Charles grants William Clayborne a license "to traffic in those parts of America for which there is already no patent granted for sole trade." Governor Harvey issues matching powers, so Clayborne plants a post on Kent Island near Annapolis, denies Maryland’s rule, and warns the natives the “new comers” are Spaniards against Virginia. Indicted for murder, piracy, and sedition, he flees and sees his estate confiscated, then petitions the crown for restitution and authority. The colonial board decides the land belongs to Lord Baltimore. By 1639 Maryland’s freemen create a single-chamber Assembly; in 1650 a second act divides it into upper and lower houses.
Peace lasts until 1641, when Clayborne backs Parliament, kindles revolt, and drives Governor Calvert into Virginia. The rising is quelled; a general pardon follows, yet a seven-year duty on exported tobacco is levied to repay the cost. In 1651 Parliament names commissioners "for reducing and governing the colonies within the bay of Chesapeak," Clayborne included. Their support of dissenters sparks war; the governor and Catholics fall, and an assembly proclaims, "none who profess the popish religion shall be protected," while freedom extends to other Christians. Quakers are harried, the upper house declared useless; after the Restoration Philip Calvert restores order and twelve thousand inhabitants thrive.
In 1606 a Plymouth company ship is seized by Spaniards. The next year vessels carry two hundred colonists who build Fort St George near Sagahadoc, endure winter, lose Gilbert and Popham, and in 1608 quit the shore. The company fishes and trades until 1614, when Captain Smith charts Penobscot to Cape Cod and the Prince names it New England. Settlement falters, yet Brownists in Leyden vow, “We are well weaned from our mother country… things shall not discourage us,” asking only a license "to practise and profess religion in that mode" conscience dictates. James denies the seal, but promises connivance; trusting this, they seek Virginia land in 1620.
In September they left England, one ship, one hundred and twenty men, aiming for Hudson River, yet November gales set them on Cape Cod. Realizing they were outside every patent but unable to wander again, they surveyed the coast, chose a site they called New Plymouth, and on 11 November the heads of families signed a solemn covenant: they would plant for God and King, form “a body politic,” and make equal laws. They elected a governor with one assistant, later seven, and in town meetings all freemen ruled. English law guided them, though forgery drew a fine while adultery meant death. Communal labor bred hunger, whippings.
Their communism proved ruinous when winter struck; half the company died of cold, scant food, and lost comforts. Spring brought thin crops, yet every hoe paused for muskets; neighbouring tribes, thinned by pestilence, soon accepted peace. The remnant cherished conscience and self-rule, received scant aid from England, and counted only three hundred by 1630. Without a royal deed they stayed a voluntary band until union with a stronger neighbour. Meanwhile the inactive Plymouth Company sought new power: on 3 November James granted it “the council established at Plymouth, for planting and governing that country called New England,” a monopoly Parliament quickly broke.
Persecution at home drove English Puritans seaward. In 1627 Dorchester minister John White gathered investors; Sir Henry Rosewell and partners bought land spanning Charles to Merrimack rivers and sent John Endicot to plant Salem. Seeking authority, they secured a royal patent on 4 March 1628 naming them “The governor and company of Massachusetts Bay in New England.” A governor, deputy, and eighteen assistants held monthly courts, while four yearly general courts made legislation; settlers kept all English rights. Five ships soon brought about two hundred newcomers, who joined Endicot, founded Charlestown, formed an Independent church that vetted members, and expelled two conformist councillors to England.
The first New England winter killed almost half the pioneers, many dying while 'lamenting that they did not live to see the rising glories of the faithful.' Undaunted, survivors prayed and wrote home; English Puritans, weary of bishops, resolved to join them if rule could travel with them. Investors, anxious for reimbursement, yielded. A general court in London unanimously ordered 'that the patent should be transferred, and the government of the colony removed from London to Massachusetts bay,' allowing absent members profits for seven years. In 1630, fifteen hundred settlers, several wealthy, spent over twenty-thousand pounds, landed at Salem, searched harbours, and laid Boston’s timbers.
The new towns still starved; strange fare and brutal cold filled more graves, yet zeal endured. In 1631 the general court ruled that only church members could be freemen, vote, hold office, or sit on juries, denying to dissenters the liberties the settlers had crossed an ocean to secure. Complaints and the flood of idealists reached the throne; in 1633 Charles’s council ordered outbound ships stopped, but departures scarcely paused. Settlement spread, making mass meetings unwieldy, so in 1634 the colonists, by common consent, chose delegates to sit with governor and assistants as a representative general court, practice thereafter unaltered.
In 1635 a royal commission granted Archbishop Laud and other grandees sweeping power 'to make laws and constitutions' for the plantations, remove governors, and revoke patents; Massachusetts watched uneasily. That year French troops from Acadié seized the English post at Penobscot and threatened to push settlers to Pemaquid. Plymouth sent Captain Girling’s war-ship and a bark of twenty men; powder ran out, Massachusetts pledged a hundred volunteers but no provisions, and the fort stayed French, tightening colonial friendship. In 1636 Hugh Peters landed, and grave young Henry Vane became governor, striding to court and church before two halberd-bearing sergeants until disputes chilled his fame.
Sunday worship aside, brethren met often, yet women were shut out. Ann Hutchinson, encouraged by the governor and the eloquent Cotton, formed sister-gatherings, repeating each sermon with fiery exposition. She marked a few pastors under a covenant of grace, all others under works, insisted holy life proves nothing, and that the Spirit dwells personally in the justified. The colony split. Vane and Cotton rallied to her banner, Winthrop opposed; fasts, conferences and a synod raged until her creed was condemned and she banished. Many disciples followed, Vane sailed home unpraised. Meanwhile patentees, having no purpose, cast lots before James, issued grants, then surrendered their charter.
In 1637 Charles proclaimed that none sail without royal license, oaths, and Anglican conformity; yet determined non-conformists kept crossing. Pym, Hampden, Hazlerig, and Cromwell actually boarded ship before the privy council dragged them back. Next year a quo warranto judgment favored the crown; the council demanded the patent. The general court pleaded: “We are ready to yield all due obedience… we pray that we may be heard before condemnation, and that we may be suffered to live in the wilderness.” England’s own turmoil stalled the blow. Meanwhile Roger Williams, preaching that no man be punished for conscience, was banished.
In famine-struck Plymouth, 1622, Governor Bradford eyed a relief ship and muttered, “All this is but cold comfort to fill hungry bellies.” After Williams’s banishment he and followers bought Narragansett land, named it Providence, ruled through the freemen, and proclaimed toleration. Hutchinson soon purchased nearby ground and founded Rhode Island on the same terms. From 1634 Hooker, Pynchon, Haynes, and others gained leave to move west; by 1636 they had wintered on the Connecticut and laid out Hartford, Springfield, and Wethersfield. Still under a Massachusetts commission, they later bought Saybrooke, ignored Dutch claims, wrote their own compact, and, unlike Massachusetts, gave the vote to laymen.
English outposts spreading south of Massachusetts frightened the powerful Piquods. Foreseeing ruin, they murdered settlers and urged their old foes, the Narraghansetts, to forget ancient hatred and strike the intruders before all were 'last devoured.' The Narraghansetts, despising near enemies more than distant whites, revealed the plan and allied with Massachusetts. War flared. Boston troops delayed, purging covenant-of-works heretics, so Connecticut soldiers with Indian friends and Saybrooke men struck the Mystic fort at dawn; a dog barked, yet palisades fell, wigwams burned, warriors died or yielded. Massachusetts joined, won fresh skirmishes, and the shattered nation melted into other tribes.
Peace reached, Eaton and Davenport arrived in June 1638, unwilling to live under others’ rule. They moved west of the Connecticut, christened the place New Haven, and shaped church and state like Massachusetts. Migration totaled 21,200; though minds wrestled with abstruse theology, hands cleared fields, mined earth, and bartered surplus with new arrivals. Lumber, fish, and furs paid for English manufactures. Fisheries grew vital enough that lawmakers exempted boats, gear, and crews from taxes, freed fishermen and shipwrights from militia calls, and forbade anyone to spread cod or bass as manure, securing prosperity on the sea’s bounty.
In 1639 Massachusetts, confident of destiny, traced the Merrimack bend and drew an east line that claimed all New Hampshire and much of Maine. Gorges’s feeble government in Maine soon yielded; by 1652 the tract became a county sending deputies to Boston, its residents made freemen without church tests. Beyond the border, banished preacher Wheelright planted Exeter; soon newcomers founded Dover, chose Underhill, and split over covenants until Williams marched in, expelled the governor, and restored peace. Land doubts and factional fatigue led Piscataqua hamlets to submit, gaining protection and the promise of no “public charges… other than those… for their own good or benefit.
Charles pressed by troubles of his own making, summoned Parliament in November; the Puritans, now unmolested and dominant, no longer fled to New England. Fears of a Dutch assault and signs of an Indian league urged Massachusetts, Plymouth, Connecticut, and New Haven to form a defensive union. In May 1643 they swore a “firm and perpetual league” that left each colony sovereign, barred new members without unanimous leave, and assessed war costs by males aged sixteen to sixty. An alarm from any three magistrates would raise one hundred men from Massachusetts and forty-five from each partner, larger forces to be set by commissioners.
Annual meetings of two church-member commissioners per colony, six votes binding, chose a president, framed common laws, forbade wars without general consent, and settled inter-colonial quarrels. The compact endured until the royal charters fell. At Massachusetts’ urging, Rhode Island was denied entry, later spurned a demand to merge with Plymouth; she therefore stood apart. Even so, the league’s energy scattered the Indian conspiracy. Cast out, Rhode Island courted the Narragansett, receiving title to their country in 1644. Three years later every freeman gathered as a general assembly; they chose a governor with four assistants, while each town elected a council of six for local rule.
Assistants and deputies once sat together; disputes over veto power split them into two houses. When war flared, the colonies backed Parliament; Commons removed customs on their trade, and Massachusetts declared, “Whoever by word, pen, or deed raises a party for the King shall suffer as a high offender.” Warwick’s 1643 colonial commission drew no resistance, and Massachusetts soon signed a peace and commerce pact with D’Aulney of Acadie. Non-church freemen petitioned for rights, were fined; Cotton warned, “Carry complaints and you sail like Jonah,” and a storm made them abandon their papers. Parliament stayed silent. Winthrop, later accused of tyranny, was acquitted and cheered.
‘The questions troubling us,’ he warns, ‘are magistrate power versus liberty. Magistracy is God’s ordinance; we swear to govern by His law and ours. If we err for want of skill, bear with us, for we are men like you. Do not confuse liberty with lawless license; civil, moral and federal freedom lets every man hold his estate under the laws while submitting to rulers, and for that you must contend even at the hazard of your lives.’ The people re-elect him yearly. In 1649 Massachusetts resists Connecticut’s duty; commissioners order payment; Massachusetts retaliates with counter-duties, protests rise, Saybrooke burns, Connecticut yields, Massachusetts repeals.
Massachusetts, strongest in the league, obeyed joint orders only when convenient. In 1651 Parliament demanded new patents and courts held in its own name; the colony petitioned with ‘highest respect to the supreme authority,’ hoping it might ‘go no worse with us than under the late King,’ yet promised obedience. Untaxed trade let New England enrich itself and even arm royalist Virginia and Barbadoes. England’s war with Holland left the colonies neutral until 1653, when Indians revealed a Dutch plot. Commissioners assembled; Massachusetts wavered; the elders wrote, ‘Proofs of that execrable design are weighty but not sufficient for war—stand ready, yet sheathe the sword.
When further proof arrived, all commissioners save Massachusetts’s Bradstreet voted for war; the general court declared that even unanimous commissioners could not bind it to ‘unjust’ offense. Connecticut and New Haven appealed to Cromwell, who sent a force against Manhadoes and asked Massachusetts to assist. This time the colony complied, yet the 1654 peace spared the Dutch. Captain Sedgewick redirected the troops, seizing Penobscot, Port Royal and Acadia; French claims were postponed, and in 1656 Cromwell granted the coast to St. Etienne, Crown and Temple. Exempt from navigation laws, New England thrived, and its leaders fostered learning: Harvard, endowed in 1638 and chartered in 1650, flourished.
Intolerance still scarred the prosperous colonies: dissenters were fined, jailed, whipped, even executed, yet the Quakers, exulting in martyrdom, would not bow. A new chapter foretold tumult—contests between Connecticut and New Haven, discontents in Virginia, a grant to the duke of York, royal commissioners, the Dutch conquest, Carolina’s settlement, Mr. Locke’s constitution, Bacon’s rebellion, and swelling populations. News of Charles II’s restoration soon reached America. Virginia and Maryland rang with cheers and proclamations; Massachusetts, republican in soul, met the tidings with guarded silence, sensing danger in the return of monarchy—and they judged rightly, for their fragile independence.
Parliament fixed a five-percent duty and revived the Navigation Act[8], forcing every governor to swear enforcement. To quiet planters, England banned domestic tobacco, tying the staple to America. Charles reinstated Sir William Berkeley in Virginia; the 1661 assembly resolved to 'repeal and expunge all unnecessary acts, and chiefly such as might keep in memory their forced deviation from his majesty’s obedience.' They restored the Church of England, limited pulpits to conforming clergy, celebrated birthdays, standardized courts, and subsidized silk. Maryland rejoiced, and Rhode Island, after proclaiming the monarch, obtained a charter as 'the governor and company of the English colony of Rhode Island and Providence.
Winthrop returned with a charter calling the colony 'the governor and company of the English colony of Connecticut in New England,' its bounds reaching to the South Sea and, unasked, engulfing New Haven. The smaller colony declared in meeting, 'it is not lawful to join,' and sent envoys insisting the patent 'did not include them.' Though Winthrop pledged safety, Hartford named constables, shielded rebels, and disowned New Haven’s court. Union commissioners sided with New Haven, yet Connecticut persisted. News of the duke of York’s grant and commissioners en route pressed both sides; a compact safeguarding equal rights sealed the union, and the assemblies met.
After Cromwell died, Massachusetts stayed cautiously neutral, refusing Parliament’s order to hail Richard as lord-protector and later withholding all public homage to Charles. When news of the restoration finally arrived, the colony still kept silent, even while honoring the regicide judges Whaley and Goff with open arms. In October 1660 a motion to address the King stalled, uncertain rumors hinting the realm might again change hands. Only after a Bristol ship confirmed the nation’s ‘joyful and universal’ submission—and warned that petitions already accused the colony—did the general court draft a fervent address professing steadfast loyalty, then set a thanksgiving day.
Tidings of possible trade bans and a governor-general stirred the court to resolutions: the patent was their political foundation; freemen alone elected all officers; their government held complete legislative and executive power ‘even by force of arms’; any outside levy contrary to their own just laws would violate their rights. They affirmed allegiance—keeping the land for his majesty, guarding his person, punishing crime, spreading the Gospel—yet let Whaley and Goff slip away despite a royal warrant. In August 1661 they finally proclaimed Charles but forbade ‘any man to drink his majesty’s health, which he hath in a special manner forbid.
Alarmed, they sent reluctant agents to London. Charles confirmed the charter and pardoned treasons, yet demanded the oath of allegiance, courts in his name, prayer-book worship, and votes for non-Puritans. Only the court formula was obeyed, and envoys came home disgraced. Parliament tightened the Navigation Acts, routing trade through England; Massachusetts ignored them. In Virginia prices led to futile planting bans and new laws. In 1664 Charles, contesting Dutch claims, granted lands to the duke of York and empowered Colonel Nichols’s commissioners “to hear and determine causes.” Boston ordered crews “come unarmed… give no offence,” proclaimed a fast, and watched the squadron anchor in July.
The Massachusetts general court resolves “that they would bear faith and true allegiance to his majesty, and adhere to their patent, so dearly obtained, and so long enjoyed, by undoubted right in the sight of God and man,” and votes two hundred men, yet Colonel Nichols captures New Amsterdam before they march. Dutch power, relying on forts along Connecticut and Delaware, collapses; Stuyvesant capitulates, the city renamed New York. Carteret seizes Fort Orange, renames it Albany, allies with the Five Nations[9]; Sir Robert Carr secures Delaware. England holds the middle belt. Nichols cedes strip to Carteret, New Jersey formed, and commissioners settle Connecticut’s line.
In Plymouth and Rhode Island the commissioners act smoothly; at Boston rule breeds resistance. Massachusetts delivers an address closing, “let our government live, our patent live, our magistrates live, our religious enjoyments live; so shall we all yet have farther cause to say from our hearts, let the King live for ever.” Talks sour; summons issue, the general court declares by trumpet that such trials affront its laws, proposing to hear the case itself. Rebuffed, the commissioners depart, erect governments in the eastern provinces, return, and refuse parley. Massachusetts resumes control. Charles recalls them and demands agents; the court stalls, claiming none could plead better.
By 1663 Carolina, from 36° N to the river St. Matheo, is granted to Clarendon, Albemarle, Craven, Berkeley, Ashley, Carteret, Colleton, and Sir William Berkeley. The charter sets a governor from thirteen nominees, an assembly to pass laws not repugnant to England, free worship, and land bounties—one hundred acres per freeman, fifty per servant, at a half-penny an acre. Virginians already line Albemarle Sound under a council named by Sir William; farther south Barbadian settlers occupy Cape Fear, Clarendon County, under John Yeamans. A separate government arises there in 1665, and a second charter pushes the borders to Currituck inlet and 29°, reaching the South Sea.
Albemarle’s planters grew corn and tobacco, took New England supplies, and in 1667 accepted a charter setting a governor and council of twelve—half chosen by him, half by the assembly of freeholders—granting freedom after oaths to king and proprietors. The first laws stopped foreign lawsuits for five years and barred powers of attorney for debts abroad. Still restless, the proprietors asked John Locke to write Fundamental Laws. He created a palatine for life, hereditary landgraves and caciques with baronies, and a Parliament of proprietors, nobles, and elected freeholders that could initiate nothing; a grand council drafted bills, statutes lapsed each century, and maze bred confusion.
After the duke of Albemarle died after becoming palatine, Lord Berkeley took the post, other proprietors gained offices, and Locke became a landgrave. The south now drew energy: Governor William Sayle and agent Joseph West planted Port Royal; Sayle gathered a parliament without nobles, died, and Sir John Yeamans extended his Cape Fear command and founded Old Charlestown, capital. In Albemarle, Governor Stevens tried to enforce Locke’s plan. Rumors of partition and an effort to halt New England trade sparked fury. Culpeper’s insurgents seized revenues, imprisoned the president and deputies, ran courts, called a parliament, and governed for years, though the province counted fourteen hundred titheables and modest exports.
Joseph West became governor in 1688, the province paying him with proprietors’ plantation and merchandise. Charles II had earlier imported foreign Protestants to raise wine, oil, and silk, but the plan failed. Old Charlestown proved unhealthy, yet Charleston remained capital. A Spanish raid from St. Augustine, angered at Charleston’s buccaneers, kept borders uneasy. Hatred of Locke’s frame made the proprietors restore the former government. In Virginia, low tobacco prices, navigation laws, land grants, and Indian war bred unrest. Nathaniel Bacon roused settlers, swore to destroy "the savages," forced a commission with six hundred men, was proclaimed rebel, returned armed, and drove the governor to Accomack.
The rebel general gathers his friends; they condemn the governor for sparking war then deserting, and proclaim, "since he brands our commander and his followers rebellious and begs His Majesty for troops, our duty is to resist all forces until the King hear truth from men sent by Nathaniel Bacon." They swear to stand by the general and seize any who rise against him. Berkeley ferries troops across the bay under Major Beverley; skirmishes flare, Jamestown burns, farms are pillaged, loyalists’ wives are dragged to camp. Bacon dies suddenly, factions beg pardon, Berkeley regains power, a vengeful assembly meets, and the revolt ends.
Virginia, now quiet, sees Bacon’s followers scatter, Sir William Berkeley sail for England, and Herbert Jeffreys conclude peace with the Indians. In 1680 the assembly loses its appellate seat; appeals above three hundred pounds may go straight to the King in council. The following years bring no great events, yet cheap tobacco breeds conspiracy: growers vow to raise prices by cutting seedlings, roaming bands destroy the plants, and several offenders are hanged. Berkeley’s old report set the population at forty thousand with eight thousand militia; Culpeper later boasts fifteen thousand fighting men, though General Smith’s 1680 returns list only 8,568, including 1,300 horse.
Philip, Massasoit’s son, unites tribes; in 1675 thousands burn New England towns and kill six hundred settlers. After a year of fighting he loses kin, falls in August 1676, and the war ends. Amid turmoil Edward Randolph brings crown threats. The council awards Maine to Gorges; Massachusetts buys the tract and keeps it. New Hampshire becomes a province. The court brands the navigation acts "an invasion of rights, liberty, and property of his majesty’s subjects, they not being represented in Parliament," yet says they will be "strictly attended to, though trade suffers." Named collector, Randolph sues smugglers, loses, seeks more powers, and still meets defiance.
The crown’s renewed demands in 1684 forced Massachusetts to send agents, yet their orders forbade surrendering a right; ministers in London deemed the powers insufficient and warned that a quo warranto would issue. The alarmed Assembly debated whether to yield or face suit and resolved, “better to die by other hands than our own.” Randolph carried the fatal writ with a royal offer to amend the charter gently if the colony submitted; governors assented, deputies refused, and chancery cancelled the patent. Charles II soon died, and Boston proclaimed James II amid gloomy forebodings.
James at once created a temporary presidency and council over Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maine, and Narragansett. The General Court, stripped of power, warned that “the liberty of the subject is abridged… if the new officers insist, we shall still behave as loyal subjects and petition Heaven and our prince.” President Dudley ruled mildly, yet courtiers accused him of favoring old principles. Displeased, the King sent Sir Edmond Andros, who arrived late 1686, broke Rhode Island’s seal, and absorbed it. In 1687 he entered Hartford with troops, demanded Connecticut’s charter, and dissolved its government, while patriots hid the parchment inside a hollow tree.
An appointed grand council levied fees, enforced worship rules, navigation acts, taxes, and questioned land titles. Seeking relief, Cotton Mather went to England in 1688, yet James enlarged Andros’s rule to New York and the Jerseys under Lieutenant Nicholson, aiming at a barrier against France. Fury grew; when rumors of William of Orange reached Boston, a spontaneous rising on 18 April 1689 seized Andros and fifty aides. Ancient magistrates returned, William and Mary were proclaimed, Connecticut and Rhode Island followed, and New Hampshire, though briefly rejoined, gained a separate governor in 1692. Earlier, New Netherlands swung between Dutch and English in 1667 and 1673 before peace restored it to England.
After the peace of 1674 the duke of York renewed his patent and named Sir Edmond Andros governor. Claiming all land west of the Connecticut, Andros tried to seize Saybrooke during King Philip’s war but withdrew before the colony’s resistance. He enforced Dutch taxes and fresh duties, angering settlers; the collector was captured and shipped to England, and pleas for an elective assembly stalled until the revenue expired in 1683. That year Lord Berkeley sold New Jersey to William Penn’s partners, then Carteret’s share passed too, yet Andros seized Amboy traders; juries released them, a writ of quo warranto followed, the proprietors yielded, and the Jerseys were annexed to New England.
Dongan replaced Andros in 1683, anxious to aid the Five Nations against French traders who, from Detroit and Michilimackinac, barred New York from lake traffic. Allowed briefly to help, he was soon forbidden; a treaty banned colonial support, Dongan was recalled, and New York folded into New England. When James became king he ended assemblies and let his governor and council make laws “as near as might be” to those of England. Fear of absolutism and Catholicism grew until 1689, when Captain Jacob Leisler raised the militia, seized the fort for King William, expelled Lieutenant Governor Nicholson, and split the province into bitter factions.
William Penn’s 1681 charter gave him Pennsylvania, a legislature, and left taxation to Parliament. He issued a liberal frame—“liberty without obedience is confusion, obedience without liberty is slavery”—then in 1682 secured New Castle, sailed with two thousand settlers, bought land from the natives, and laid out Philadelphia, soon holding a hundred houses. An elected assembly annexed the lower counties, proclaimed religious freedom, and naturalised foreigners. Penn’s fight with Lord Baltimore ended when a committee split Delmarva, the Delaware half to the crown. Tardily hailing William and Mary, Penn still kept their favour. Massachusetts’ 1689 rising restored the old charter and sent Andros to England.
In 1691 a royal charter replaced Massachusetts’ beloved patent, placing real power in a crown-chosen governor who could summon, adjourn, prorogue or dissolve the assembly at will, command the militia, and appoint civil and military officers with his council. Sir William Phipps arrived in May 1692, convened a June assembly, and, despite loud opposition, the members accepted the charter that joined Plymouth and Nova Scotia to Massachusetts but left New Hampshire independent. Southward, New York merchant Jacob Leisler, backed by a ‘committee of safety’, seized the lower province; offended aristocrats gathered at Albany to hold the fort for William and Mary, rejecting Leisler’s rule.
Leisler dispatched Jacob Milbourne with troops to subdue Albany; his fiery speeches against James and popery failed, and he withdrew, but returned next spring, seized the fort during an Indian incursion, and confiscated the absent leaders’ goods, sowing a hatred that endured for generations. When royal governor Sir Henry Sloughter landed, Leisler recklessly refused to surrender; the fort fell, he and Milbourne were tried for treason and hanged, their estates later restored. Meanwhile England’s war with Louis XIV spread west. Count Frontenac, bent on heartening devastated Canada, sent two hundred French and allies who, on 8 February 1690, burned Schenectady and massacred sixty settlers.
Indian raids in New Hampshire and Maine spurred Massachusetts to strike Canada. In 1689 Phipps with eight ships and 800 men captured Port Royal, yet raiders hit frontier posts. Boston’s plea for royal troops failed, so a colonial plan sent Phipps with thirty sail and two thousand men against Quebec while Connecticut and New York marched toward Montreal. Canoe shortages, magazines, and Phipps’s delays forced both columns back. Soldiers were paid with depreciating paper. Phipps returned governor; war lingered, and William’s 1693 armada died of fever reaching Canada. Meanwhile William Penn, once jailed for “The Sandy Foundation Shaken,” received Pennsylvania in 1681 and founded Philadelphia.
Sir William Phipps stretched Massachusetts rule over conquered Acadia, yet the people sided with France, so only garrisons held the prize. In 1696 Villebonne retook Port Royal, all Acadia spurned Massachusetts, and Iberville seized Pemaquid. December 1697, the Peace of Ryswick was proclaimed at Boston; French fighting ceased, Indian raids soon faded, and calm returned. New Hampshire’s frontier had suffered the same fire and slaughter as Massachusetts, while the Five Nations shielded New York. Virginia founded the College of William and Mary at Williamsburg and prepared a new capitol, even as English and French claims over Acadia and Hudson Bay festered toward renewed war.
War flared again in 1702. Bellamont asked the colonies for troops to shield New York; they refused, and Lord Cornbury accepted a neutrality pact between the Five Nations and Canada, leaving New York calm while Massachusetts and New Hampshire bore French and Indian attacks. Governor Dudley rejected armistice talks, hoping to seize Nova Scotia. Almanza diverted British aid, yet he mustered a thousand men from Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island and struck Port Royal in May 1707. Quarrelling officers and feeble command caused two failed landings and a disorderly retreat. In 1708 Vaudreuil’s raiders burned Haverhill, killed a hundred settlers, and fled under pursuit.
In 1709 Nicholson, Vetch, and Schuyler persuaded London to dispatch five regiments to Boston while the colonies raised men for Quebec and Montreal. All complied except Pennsylvania; Nicholson camped at Wood Creek, New England troops waited at Boston. The squadron was diverted to Portugal, the naval convoy refused service, and the armies dispersed. A colonial congress renewed its plea; the crown approved a smaller blow at Nova Scotia. Five frigates reached Boston in July 1710, Nicholson gathered fresh regiments, sailed in September, surrounded Port Royal, and after slight resistance captured it. Vetch became governor, and the stronghold was renamed Annapolis.
After Port Royal, Nicholson won ministers’ consent to strike Canada and landed at Boston June 1711 with orders for quotas of men and supplies. Sixteen days later the European fleet arrived; Massachusetts issued £40,000 in bills, other colonies copied, provisions impressed. On 30 July 6,500 veterans and provincials sailed. In night fog of 23 August, eight transports wrecked on Egg Island, drowning a thousand. Crippled ships fell back, Quebec drifted beyond reach, Nicholson’s army withdrew from Montreal. Peace followed at Utrecht, France yielding “all Nova Scotia or Acadié… now called Annapolis Royal, and all other things in those parts which depend on the said lands.
New York staggered under a lethal West-Indian fever, then under Lord Cornbury, prodigal governor sent in 1702. He backed anti-Leislerians, secured a large grant, and diverted it via a scheme leaving all revenue with the crown receiver until his warrant freed it. Protests mounted; in 1706 an act raised £3,000 for fortifications and put the money with a treasurer named by the assembly. Cornbury reluctantly assented, quoting the Queen, “to permit the general assembly to name their own treasurer when they raised extraordinary supplies.” The house roared, “Resolved, that imposing and levying monies without their consent is a grievance.” Complaints soon recalled him.
In Carolina, Governor Moore promised treasure at St Augustine. The assembly granted £2,000, six hundred militia and equal Indian allies mustered, and Colonel Daniel rushed up the inland passage, seized the town, forcing Spaniards into the castle. Moore blockaded the harbour but, lacking guns, sent Daniel to Jamaica. Two Spanish ships soon loomed; Moore broke the siege, burned stores, and retreated, saddling the colony with £6,000 debt. He later ravaged Appalachian villages and won their submission. Successor Sir Nathaniel Johnson urged rice, sought an Episcopal establishment, and, hearing of a French-Spanish flotilla, strengthened Charleston; his guns rejected their summons, militia repelled parties, and the squadron withdrew.
Encouraged by victory ashore, Governor Johnson sends Colonel Rhett downstream with six small vessels. The French flotilla, surprised, scurries back over the bar. Charleston begins to celebrate, yet a warning follows: a war-ship in Sewee Bay has landed soldiers. Captured officers confess they await two hundred reinforcements under Monsieur Arbuset. Johnson responds at once—Captain Fenwick crosses the river and charges the detachment, while Rhett, now commanding two armed sloops, sails round to meet the ship. The troops scramble aboard; the vessel lowers her flag without a gun. Ninety prisoners are marched into Charleston, and Le Febour’s invasion dies with three hundred men lost.
Carolina pays its campaign by issuing £8,000 in paper; prices leap until 150 notes chase £100 sterling. In 1707 Lord Granville dies; his heir Lord Craven takes office, but a house elected under the old regime prolongs itself “for two years, and for the time and term of eighteen months after the change of government.” In 1712 North Carolina wakes to massacre: Indians butcher 137 on Roanoke. Charleston grants £4,000; Colonel Barnwell leads 600 militia and 360 allies, kills 300, captures 100, besieges Tuscarora, accepts peace; the remnant joins the Iroquois. Costs prompt £48,000 in bank bills, made tender; exchange rockets to 200 percent, wrecking contracts.
Massachusetts’ war paper loses value, metal disappears. Three cures arise: a minority says “honesty is the best policy” and would retire the notes; a land-bank faction wants private bills; a larger group demands a public loan office. The last wins: £50,000 issues at five-percent for five years; in 1716 another £100,000 spreads through county commissioners, yet prices still climb. Queen Anne bars gifts and orders fixed salaries, but the assembly refuses; seizing the purse it denies his veto over their speaker, dissolves and re-elects itself, trims and delays his stipend, quarrels over Indian war measures, and in 1722 drives Shute aboard the Seahorse for England.
The house of representatives clung to executive matters; the council kept voting them down until both finally agreed on a resolution ordering their agent
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