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        There's Nothing New Under The Son

      

      

      

      From King Solomon's perspective as the author of Ecclesiastes, he says there's nothing new under the sun. But Jeremiah, the writer of Lamentations, declares God's mercies are new every morning. It's all in the state of mind. God's mercies and grace lavished upon me have empowered me to put pen to paper

      and produce a finished work.

      These pages, written from my perspective, will be new to you, coming from me. If you are young in the Lord, even a babe less than a year old in Christ, this will be all new and just for you. You may be growing in God and open to receive, be blessed then as you read. Lastly, you may be a seasoned, mature saint committed, like me, to lifelong learning, especially in the things of the Lord. Wherever you find yourself in your journey with the Lord, I welcome you, and may this work add to your life.

      Join the journey of the lifelong learner and practice the art of speaking life on purpose by adding this book to your arsenal of battle-ready weapons. It will guide you before you go through the school of tribulation and the inevitable onslaught of the enemy. It will bring you to a victorious place of triumph, as a victor, not a victim. Only believe in the power of the Word, then act. Resist passivity and wage war using the Word daily with skill and surgical precision.

      As we grow in the Lord, there are times when some, like me, find it expedient to return to basics; to review and rehearse, keeping our skills sharp, our vision clear.

      As you read these pages filled with confessions of God's promises, Word-filled prayers, and some personal disclosures, my hope is that you be drawn into the presence of the Lord. Allow yourself to be encouraged, even if in a dry season. Encourage another as you may pass it along to someone in need, someone shut-in, someone incarcerated, and someone searching.

      There are times when we want to pray and don't quite know what to say or where to begin. Perhaps there will be something written here that will spark your prayer engine. Something to motivate and stimulate you, even inspire you to press on to new heights. The Word did it for me, and it can do it for you. Fill up on the Word and pray it back to God.

      There's a Word for every situation, every season, every circumstance. You can't miss the mark. My highest desire is that God will use these pages however He chooses to edify the reader.
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        To Learn You Must Want to Be Taught
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        Say It, Pray It!

      

      

      In my young adult life, I grabbed hold of the concept of positive thinking that was expounded upon by several proponents at the time. For me, it was like a life raft to a drowning man because I was so surrounded by such negativity in my formative years. Negativity, which I later came to understand, is darkness, a suffocating, restrictive form of darkness, like being in a darkened room, not being able to move about freely.

      Negativity, however, was not always aimed directly at me, but negative energy-draining attitudes, negative words, and negative faces more often than not loomed in the atmosphere. An atmosphere that was void of many positives.

      Being in a negative environment is like gasping for oxygen. The nature of negativity is to restrain, restrict, suffocate, and deplete. Negativity is truly debilitating and so easy to practice. That to me is what makes it so deadly. I was like a little plant desperately in need of the life-sustaining rays of the sun, the Son of God.

      When I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior, that was the entrance of light; the light of the Gospel. With the entrance of the Word is light, the light of truth. I came to a new depth of understanding of the power of our words and how they relate. Because of the Gospel, I began to connect the power and profound effect of our words.

      The light of the Gospel deepened my passion and expanded my quest to learn more and to practice what the Bible teaches: speaking life. The whole truth about the power of our words is rooted in the Word of God. There is a clear connection between what we think, what we say, how we feel, and what will transpire. What a profound revelation for me at that time.

      God gave me a hunger for His Word and blessed me with a teachable spirit. As a result, I spent much time in His presence reading and listening to the Word. God exposed me to Word of Faith teachers who taught much about speaking life. Not "name it and claim it, or blab it and grab it," but to speak life and to choose life. Deuteronomy 30:19 tells us to choose life, and Proverbs 18:21 tells us to speak life.

      I chose to listen and to embrace, by application, the many lessons learned. I became an active listener and learner.

      The results of being an active listener caused tremendous growth in my life. As an active listener I began to DO what I learned and not just be a hearer only, as referred to in the book of James 1:22. I began to Say it and Pray it. I confessed and prayed the Word. When we truly listen and internalize what we hear, we are propelled into action.

      In the years spent as an educator, I encouraged students and repeatedly told them, "Hearing is easy, but listening is hard." I took the time to form the habit of speaking the written Word out loud, making confessions specifically during my daily morning time with the Lord. I confessed the Word way back then and continue to this very day. Now it's a lifestyle for me, and it can be for you too. Gradually, my prayers began to be filled with the Word. I became and still am, extremely mindful of the words I speak.

      I have observed how negative words can affect the atmosphere and even the countenance of a person. Negative words pollute the atmosphere and the person speaking them. When around negative speaking people it has been my experience, and you will find that you can come away feeling uncomfortable and weighted down by a spirit of heaviness. A spirit of discouragement can loom on the horizon as well, just waiting to attach itself to you. Spirits often operate in groups. We must be careful to shake off the works of darkness, which can be among other things, negative words that are unleashed in our presence.

      The Bible clearly tells us in Proverbs 18:21, that “Death and life are in the power of the tongue.” I purposed in my heart to speak positive words, then life-filled words directly from the Word of God. That's a sure foundation.

      Remember that old computer expression, "garbage in, garbage out"? I found myself deleting negative words from my vocabulary. One of the first verses I began to confess is found in Psalms 149:4b: He beautifies the meek with salvation.

      The word of God is the best age-defying potion you can ever hope for. Just like a merry heart doeth good like a medicine, Proverbs 17:22, 1 believe that the WORD of God doeth good like a medicine too. In this case, an age-defying medicine. The Word is powerful and a creative force. We can call those things that be not as though they were. Romans 4:17b.

      This is a simple little booklet meant to be easy to read, easy to internalize. An uncomplicated, concise little book that expounds on and shares with you what I've practiced for more than two decades. This book is a tangible manifestation of the confessions I began to make in 2008. The confessions began in 2008; however, the seed of the book was in my spirit for a long time prior. A woman of God spoke into my life; I heard what was said and received it by faith. Initially, I didn't see myself becoming an author of a book. But I received the words spoken by FAITH.

      FAITH is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. Hold fast to your profession without wavering, He is faithful that promised. Remember Father Abraham? He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God and being fully persuaded, that what He had promised, He was able also to perform, Romans 4:20-21. Not until I began to speak out loud, calling those things that be not as though they were, Romans 3:23, did I see the manifestation of the invisible. The Word will not return void, but it will accomplish the thing wherein it is sent. Confessing the Word increased my faith and brought the invisible into the visible. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

      The Word of God endures forever. It changes not. It is the same yesterday, today, and forever, just like Jesus. Jesus and the Word are one. I've included many of my personal daily confessions in the pages that follow. They can help you get started. Then go back and revise them from time to time.

      For the readers that already confess the Word daily, good, better, best, never let it rest, till your good gets better and your better gets best (author unknown).

      Just keep on, keepin' on. To both young believers (young in the Lord and chronologically) reading this little manual, and for those who want to add to their lives, I encourage you to do it! Just do it and do it now!

      It's never too late to start, and a lifelong learner is always ready to approach new things and to set new goals.

      It takes 21 days to form a habit. Did I say it would be easy? Did I say that I have mastered the technique to the point of perfection? Did I mention that there are times when I still have to fight? But I do have bulldog tenacity, and I won't quit.
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