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BY USA TODAY BESTSELLING Author, Lexy Timms.

Walking away from Elizabeth was the hardest thing I’ve ever had to do. 

But I secured a multi-million dollar contract. I paid my fake fiancée and the deal is done, so her work is finished.

Except I can’t get her off my mind. 

My office is the only place of escape after her departure, but a tech conference in California forces me out. Forces me to have to interact with other people. When a lovely woman with platinum blonde hair, a sweet southern accent, and everything else about her reminds me of Elizabeth, I can’t walk away. I like her. I miss Elizabeth. Maybe a little too much.
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Phillip

New York’s skyline matched my mood. Gloomy. Dark. Brooding. I stood behind my desk in my office in the sky looking over the city I had made my home. But it didn’t feel like home. The overcast day matched my mood, and it had been a mood I couldn’t shake for weeks. I drew in a deep breath as I clasped my hands behind my back, thinking about all of the work I had in front of me.

The contract with Cristoff was going well. The security programs I had created myself were in their first developmental stage. We were in the process of working out the first round of kinks before the software had to go underneath my prying eye, and then it would go through its second round of testing. My company would test all of the software until less than five bugs came back. A handful of bugs could be worked on while the product was in its launch phase, especially since the updates could be pushed through automatically with a tactic I kept password protected. Only I could okay an update like that, and keeping that personal touch on everything helped my product to be the best it could be on the market.

And my bank account boasted of how successful that plan always was.

I heard my office door open, but I didn’t turn around. I was tired and wholly unready for what Justin wanted to discuss. Work hadn’t had its usual all-encompassing appeal lately. Especially since I wasn’t programming or building anything. But even though I had twelve other companies to manage, my obsession didn’t seem to be with building my empire any longer.

It seemed to be focused around a beautiful woman I couldn’t make myself forget.

Justin cleared his throat behind me, and I sighed. I took one last glance at the stormy New York landscape before I turned around, taking in Justin standing in the middle of my office. He held a folder and a tablet in the crook of his arm, and he was standing there patiently, waiting for me to give him the go-ahead.

But I didn’t.

“Well, one of us should speak,” he said.

“Then speak.”

“Your jet is at the airport, fueled and ready to go.”

“I can’t stand business trips that are back-to-back like this,” I said.

“First off, it’s not back-to-back. You’ve been back from Vienna for close to two months.”

“Close enough.”

“You have to go to LA, Phillip. You’re a keynote speaker at the biggest tech conference in the country. You agreed to speak six months ago.”

“I know,” I said, pinching the bridge of my nose.

“And you have to get into the air soon. You’ve postponed this long enough. If you don’t get in the air, the storms will make you late and you’ll be a no-show. You’re at the top of your game after this contract with Cristoff Bauer. If you’re a no-show, it could cause him to back out of it.”

“He’ll pay a hefty sum for it, too.”

“But he’ll pay it. You know he will. And it’ll tank all of the hard work we’ve both put into all of this,” he said.

“You could make the speech.”

“I’m not Phillip Chambers, the face of soon to be thirteen different companies that have single-handedly changed the way the technology industry works.”

“Nice ego stroking, but it won’t be necessary. I’m going to LA, but I don’t have to be happy about it.”

I watched Justin sigh before he tossed the stuff he was holding into the chair in front of my desk. Which only meant one thing: he was about to switch out of vice-president mode and dip into brotherly mode.

Something I could really do without most days.

“You’ve always enjoyed traveling, Phillip. What’s going on?”

I shrugged, but I knew by the look on Justin’s face he didn’t buy it.

“I’ve noticed a change in you since you returned from Europe. You’ve cocooned yourself in this office. You’ve stopped pursuing other contracts with influencers. You’ve toggled your meetings more than once, which is very unlike you. You’ve even started turning down out-of-town meetings with current clients who want to treat you to a personal update on their ventures.”

“I’m well-aware of all this,” I said.

“Maybe a change of scenery will help with this mood of yours.”

I clenched my jaw at his words.

“I appreciate you being concerned about my health, but you don’t have to intentionally be aware of it.”

“Hard to do when you work with someone who gives a shit.”

My eyebrows hiked up to my hairline at his words.

“Don’t pull rank with me now, Phillip. We’ve known each other for a long time. I know we keep a formal relationship in G.P. Software in order to set a professional standard for how the rest of our companies operate, but we have a seriously lengthy history. I’ve been in this with you from the beginning, from G.P. Software’s inception. I know when something’s up. I’m not asking you to talk about it or pour a glass of wine and gossip, but I am telling you that a change of scenery while bolstering your reputation might do you some good.”

I turned to face the window again as my shoulders heaved with another sigh.

“I’ll be on the plane within the hour,” I said.

“I’ll let the pilot know.”

I didn’t like the fact that Justin had noticed a change in me. That meant other people probably saw it as well. The dark clouds rolled further in, and part of me wanted to wait them out. Wanted to wait until the clouds unleashed and canceled my flight to LA. But Justin was right. This tech conference would really put us on the map and keep us at the forefront of many people’s minds. Not only was our newest line of GPS software debuting, but the new naval ships that used our technology we developed two years ago were being unveiled via high-definition satellite video.

I had to be there to usher in the new wave of technology for our men and women overseas.

I picked up my briefcase and grabbed my coat. I headed down to the garage to get my car, then started back to my apartment. I couldn’t stop thinking about Elizabeth. About her laughter and her smile and her countenance. The time I had spent with her in Vienna had been life-changing for me. It had opened my eyes to the kind of personal life I could lead with the right woman.

And with each passing day, I knew that right woman was her.

It had been close to two months since Vienna, and her scent was still fresh in my nostrils. Her phantom touch was still gracing my skin at night. Images of her curves and the feeling of her tight pussy still clenched my cock and made my muscles tense. I knew I couldn’t push things with her. She was a call girl, after all. But that didn’t stop me from thinking about her.

From wondering what could have been.

At any rate, Elizabeth no longer worked with that company. I had called them a couple of weeks ago, not really knowing what I would do once I booked her time again. I thought about taking her to a tropical destination. Or hiring her to be my company for this tech conference. I had called on a whim at almost midnight and was shocked when a woman actually picked up the phone.

But the woman with the smoker’s cough on the other end of the line said Elizabeth didn’t work there any longer. That she had moved on to “bigger and better things.”

My only way of finding her had been shot down in that very moment, and while I was happy she had moved on and possibly found a different profession, I had no way of getting in touch with her.

It hurt more than it should have.

As I pulled into the parking garage of my complex, I figured Justin was right. Maybe a change of scenery was exactly what I needed to adjust to the fact that I would never see Elizabeth again. I parked my car and slammed out of it, then made my way to the elevator to go pack.

My penthouse apartment was as bleak as the weather outside.

Even as I packed, the motions were mindless. I picked out suits that were as gray and dark as my attitude. Barely any colors made it into my wardrobe. I found myself not caring, and that was a first. My heart wasn’t in any of it like it used to be. Usually, I spent close to three hours packing for a weekend event like this one, choosing the right suit and pairing it with the right colors for the tone I wanted to set.

I looked into my zip-up bag of black and gray before shrugging and closing it up.

Move on, Phillip. Get over it.

I grabbed my bags and headed for my door before something stopped me. A whiff of apple and cinnamon. A ghostly scent that threw my mind back to Vienna.

You have work to do, Phillip.

The scent of apple strudels filled my nose as I whipped my head around my penthouse apartment.

Work, Phillip! Now!

I set my stuff down at the front door and strode to my kitchen. The scent was so heavy I just knew there was someone there. I knew the second I turned the corner I would see Elizabeth there, bent over the oven and pulling out apple strudels she had made herself. She’d smile at me and I’d take her in my arms, then press her into the kitchen island and feast upon her body once again.

But when I turned the corner, no one was there. Nothing but darkness and untouched stainless-steel appliances.

Hopelessness filled my gut. I slumped against the entryway of the kitchen and raked my hand through my hair. I needed to get out of New York. I needed to get away. Maybe I could find myself a pretty woman at the convention to spend my time with. Someone with grace and class. Someone unlike the women I had found in the clubs Justin dragged me to on occasion.

Maybe I could find a woman to erase Elizabeth’s memory from my mind.

Because if I was this distracted during my speech, I wouldn’t be able to control its quality.
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I SHIELDED MY EYES from the harsh Los Angeles sun as I drew in a deep breath. I’d forgotten my damn sunglasses in my car, and I wasn’t running back across the massive sun-drenched parking lot to fish them out. All I had to do was grab a few supplies from the grocery store before heading back to the hotel room I’d set up for my mother and myself. And I had to hurry on with it. Leaving my mother alone in a foreign place meant trouble if I couldn’t get back to her as soon as possible.

I grabbed a basket and strode up and down the aisles, filling it with all the things we needed. The hotel room I booked for us was on the nicer side, but I could afford it with the money I got from my last job. That was how I was referring to it now. My last job. Saying his name—or even thinking it—made my heart ache. It had a microwave and a refrigerator, so unless I ordered us takeout, we were eating a lot of microwavable meals and sandwiches.

So, I made sure to stock up on fresh fruit.

I tossed a small bag of apples and some sliced watermelon into the basket. I grabbed some lunch meat and cheese as well as more spicy mustard. I grabbed noodles in a bowl to microwave and some Lean Cuisine microwavable dinners. Just as I was about to go get a cart so I could continue shopping, my phone rang.

I flinched as I raced for a cart. I was losing time having to switch everything over. And this phone call would surely stall me longer. So few people had my new number, so I knew it wasn’t good news, whoever it was. I dumped everything into the cart and raced down the drink aisle, pulling my phone from my pocket to see who it was.

I sighed when I saw the call marked Private.

“This is Georgia,” I said as I answered.

“Nice Southern accent,” Rhonda said.

“Well, thank ya. I’ve been workin’ on it.”

“How’s LA treating you?”

“I’m adjusting. What do you want?”

“That any way to speak to someone who’s got a job for you?”

“I told you I wasn’t looking for any more jobs.”

“It’s a good one, and you’re the only girl I know that can pull it off.”

“Does it require bonus activities?” I asked.

“They always come with that risk.”

“Not interested.”

“Not even for seventy thousand dollars?”

“Rhonda, I already told you—”

“Those savings of yours are going to run out sooner than you think. California is expensive, and your time in a hotel, buying all of that pricey organic food, and getting around via taxi is going to drain money quicker than you can blink your eyes. It only makes sense to make some money while you can.”

“Rhonda—”

“Your mother’s prescriptions are rising in price, too. Aren’t they?”

“How do you know that?” I asked.

“Your Southern accent is slipping, Georgia.”

I looked up and down the aisle before I tucked myself away in a corner near the fresh-cut steaks.

“If I was interested—which I’m not, by the way—what’s the job?” I asked.

Her giggle made me sick.

“You’ve been hired as entertainment for some out-of-town bigwig. There’s a tech conference happening this weekend in LA, and it’ll be full of nerds who never get laid. Should be easy money, and if you have to add bonus activities, the bigwig will probably be a two-pump chump.”

I grimaced at the phrase as I pushed my cart out from the corner. I didn’t need to be taking jobs like this any longer. I had more than enough money to hold my mother and me afloat for another couple of months. Yes, the nicer hotel and my mother’s medication were draining us quickly, but I had some leads on good jobs. The only issue was that the mental health facility I was looking at came with a very long waiting list, and it was suggested to me that if I made a donation to the facility, I could push my mother up the list.

But if I took that kind of a chunk out of the money we were using to live, that cut my time for finding a

























d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png
GXO+—





d2d_images/image010.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image015.jpg





d2d_images/image019.png





d2d_images/image001.png





d2d_images/image023.jpg





d2d_images/image006.jpg
LEXY TIMMS Hi






d2d_images/scene_break.png





