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The Big Show Intro
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You may be surprised that despite their great aspirations, not much has gone on with our young friend "Jekyll" and his cohorts since the last case they cracked. But of course, if you have yet to read the first book, you won't be surprised.

A quick recap would help those not privy to their previous adventure. If you loathe spoilers, by all means, stop reading now and grab the first story entitled Jekyll the Jester: Leverage and delight in the humble beginnings of our trio of internet phenoms, the lovable goofs Michael and Hardy, plus the punkishly cute Sadete.

As we left them last time, they ensured that a filthy bunch of lousy bullying schoolmates got what they deserved for polluting, loitering, violence-dishing, stealing, and other unsavory things. This was the trio's first foray into "using their powers for good," and they never forgot it.

Let us pause to talk about who these people are to refresh memories and paint a good picture of them for new readers. Full of life and laughter, these youngsters might be sometimes called a little eccentric and off-beat, but they're also lovable.

We have Michael Looper, 15, a gifted entertainer who loves to put on shows that always include a good dose of comedy, improvisation, and wild stunts. His stage name is the titular "Jekyll the Jester," he wears a hat as part of his onstage/on-screen persona. He is trained in acrobatics and is fearless about going the extra length if it will benefit the show. He could be called the mastermind behind Leverage Productions, a modest little outfit that produces videos from his garage. Michael has a severe obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) that greatly hinders him. Still, the condition also gives him certain abilities if he can take advantage of them at the right time.

Michael's best friend in the whole wide world, his 'bro,' as he often calls Michael, is Hardy Williams, also 15, nicknamed 'Haha' because he has this crazy, high-pitched contagious laughter. He likes to laugh a lot and can be a pretty funny guy, although often immature and rather simple-minded. He is Michael's most trusted friend who will follow him just about anywhere. He has a knack for finding the funny and the joy in everything. He is often (willingly) the butt of the jokes or the target of Michael's pranks for their videos, where he also acts as the escape artist. He's also got a trick or two up his sleeve and is a good juggler. Speaking of tricks, Haha also carries his "bag of tricks" everywhere, a backpack chock full of various props, gadgets, and gimmicks they use for shows and videos. He always has all sorts of things in there.

Then, we have a relatively new addition to this crew, the lovely Sadete Moon, 16, an edgy "girl-next-door" with a punk hairstyle, sensitivity, and fashion sense. She dreams of becoming a reporter one day and already displays talent. She is considered an internet sensation as a popular vlogger. Her show, called Fascination Street, has lots of views and followers. She is an independent, free-spirited, and feisty little cookie who walks to the beat of her own drum. She met the boys in the previous story. She struck a friendship with them through their common interests in entertainment and righting wrongs. She was impressed with their talents and enthusiasm, and they, in turn, felt the same way about her.

The boys might have a bit of a crush on Sadete, perhaps Michael more demonstrably, but so far, no one's made a move. She obviously enjoys their company on a spiritual level, but who knows? Sadete may not turn down whoever dares to inquire for a bit more down the road. Sadete has shown that she cares about her silly boys; it's all fun.

But let's stay focused on their crime-solving exploits. The three friends have united and consciously chose to use their talents and internet recognition to help people and expose wrongdoers. They formed a new online show together called CAUGHT! where they catch criminals and hooligans in the act on video and release the footage to assist in their capture, or sometimes just to deter others from doing the same, as they show them being caught by police.

Now that we are more familiar with our exuberant and youthful heroes, let us embark on their next adventure.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 2

[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Here Go Heroes
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There was much commotion backstage in the high school's auditorium-turned-theatre as the yearly talent show was finally getting underway after months of preparation. Michael was getting his gear ready. He was, as we learned, a young man of many talents. For this year, Michael wanted to showcase something new and chose puppetry, always with his brand of humor. Some might have called it a little corny, but he certainly made his jokes work.

His bosom buddy, Haha, never missed a chance to lovingly torment his partner-in-crime as he gleefully peeked at what Michael was doing, ready to poke a little fun at him.

The atmosphere behind the scenes was thick with excitement, stress, and pre-show jitters as myriad young performers wound themselves up to deliver their best in front of an audience of classmates, teachers, and school staff. The buzz in front and behind the stage was nearly deafening. All sorts of acts were being prepped. Dancing, singing, music, and ballet; there were impressionists, illusionists, violinists, and everything else in between. Michael, who had become increasingly well-known online since the show Caught! caught on (excuse the pun), did not want to do the same old stuff this year for fear that everyone would just see what they already expected from him. Sure, the pranks were always amusing, he thought. He and Hardy had entertained crowds with their short video productions a few times, but it was time to throw the folks for a loop and show them something they didn't think he would or could do. In fact, he felt that no one else had anything like this as he laid out the puppets with the same distance between them, positioned just so. As his OCD flared up, Michael collected all the props, had to count them repeatedly, and gathered his material. The laptop he planned to use for music and sound effects had been acting up lately, and he was very nervous about it not properly working. Just as he gently tapped it twice, mentally rehearsing his act—this was the opportune moment Haha decided to startle him.

He snuck behind a pensive and prone Michael and suddenly tapped him on the shoulder a little too hard as he blurted, “Nervous much, Mikey?"

"Whoa! You... Hardy, are you actually trying to murder me right here? If I had a pacemaker, it would be fried right now! And don't call me 'Mikey,' you know I hate that!" he whined half-jokingly.

Haha emitted his trademark high-pitched laugh that got a few of the other performers to turn their heads and laugh, too. "Hey, bro, I'm just tryin' to distract you. You know... to take your attention away from the hundreds of eyes and ears that'll be focusing ALL on YOU very soon! Hee hee!"

"Right, that really puts my mind at ease, like you wouldn't believe," Michael replied sarcastically. He realized what Haha was trying to do and appreciated it. His OCD acted up when there were crowds, and it was getting increasingly challenging to keep putting on a brave face and power through with all the obsessions in his mind.

Hardy reassured him more seriously, "Hey, man, you're gonna do fine. Don't sweat it. I believe in you, bro. Leverage Productions, baby!" Michael took a breath, nodded, and smiled. Then Hardy couldn't help but resume the friendly ribbing so things didn't get too soft, as he quipped, "At least it's not 'puppetry of the penis' that you're doing, ‘cause the crowd would all need telescopes to see the... 'show,' right?"

Michael and Hardy laughed loudly. Michael gently slapped the back of Haha's head twice in mock retaliation. Then Michael peeked through the curtain. Haha warned him, "Aw, don't do that! The worse thing you can do, man. I'm tellin' ya. Just don't even think of them. Don't look at the crowd. Think of it as if you're still putting on your show for Sadete and me in the Editing Bay." That's what they called the area in Michael's garage "where all the magic happens,'" as they were fond of saying. The Editing Bay was a little makeshift studio that Michael's parents let him set up to produce their videos, rehearse sketches, and plan their pranks.

"I know, I know, but I can't help it," Michael said. "I gotta feel out the crowd." He nervously tapped the side of the wooden panel two times. Hardy looked at him, mouthing numbers as he counted the heads. "Tsk tsk... you're counting the audience, aren't ya? Man, you never listen to me," Haha said with a slightly surrendered look. "I dunno what I'm gonna do with you, bro." Haha also got won over by curiosity, and once he joined Michael in looking at the crowd, he saw their dear friend Sadete walking around. "Ooh, check it out; Sadete's doing her thing already!" And what Hardy referred to as "doing her thing" was vlogging for her popular online show Fascination Street. The boys overheard part of her enthusiastic speech for her viewers as she glided around the room with her selfie stick, adeptly avoiding chairs and obstacles around her, obviously accustomed to filming, moving, and talking simultaneously. Hardy must have been incredibly impressed by this feat, as he, on the contrary, was known to be quite the clutz.

Sadete, full of energy, addressed her fans. "This is the high school's annual talent show where the students' various talents are fully displayed. Various skills and talents will be showcased here as different people perform. This fascinates me, so it goes without saying that I had to be here to capture some of it for you. A couple of the performers are my good friends Michael and Hardy, whom you may remember from the other show I work on with them called Caught!, but hopefully, we will get a day off from that program today if...."

She continued to entertain and educate her viewers as Hardy nudged Michael. "Whoa! That was a great little
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