
  
  
      
        
          Shadow Runes

          
		      
          Ophelia Kee

        

        
          [image: image-placeholder]

          Ophelia Kee

        

      

    


  
  
Cover design by Ophelia Kee.
Copyright © 2026 by Ophelia Kee
All rights reserved.
No portion of this book may be reproduced in any form without written permission from the publisher or author, except as permitted by U.S. copyright law.






  
  For the shadows and the light








  
  Introduction To The Draoithe Saga
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Draoithe Saga



Steamy hot, wickedly delicious paranormal romance, magical realism, and urban fantasy stories set in a dream to live for!
Those who come to Draoithe aid in the fight to restore the magical balance of the dream, one couple at a time. 
Grab a good drink, curl up in a good seat, choose a book from the Saga, and escape into the dream while you meet the men and women who call it home. 
Draoithe is a world in which myths, legends, and fairytales walk among the strange and wonderful. 
They often find balance in a lifemate, and the magic from the past lives again! 
Welcome to the dream...
Steamy Noble Dark Fantasy and Paranormal Romance Stories with Fated Mates 18+ HEA! NC!
***Warning: Adult Themes, Fantasy Violence, and/or Explicit Sexual Situations. Intended for a Mature Audience.
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A Note from Ophelia Kee

Note to the Reader: 
A saga is defined as a long story of heroic achievement, especially a medieval prose narrative often found in Old Norse or Old Icelandic. It’s a form of the novel in which the members of a social group chronicle a long story detailing a dramatic history. 
Compartmentalized in several miniseries for easier reading, the Draoithe Saga tells the story of the founding of an immortal kingdom in the Leaindeail to combat those responsible for unbalancing the magic of the dream. It’s told through the eyes of those connected with its creation, and the readers see the story through tales of couples who find hope through their connection to Draoithe. 
The central time frame is the year 2016, although pertinent information from the past reveals itself as the characters understand it. The central place is an eerily familiar, yet magical realist, Tyler, Texas. As the tale draws out, other kingdoms set in other locations interact with the Druid pack to bring about the end of Peter Elliot and restore the balance of magic, so those tales, too, became a part of the Draoithe Saga as well. Cameo appearances of characters from other tales are common. Overlapping scenes from the events often relate alternate perspectives as the story unfolds. 
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Subscribe to Ophelia Kee on YouTube

Watch the trailer, research videos, vlogs, and more on YouTube.






  
  Shadow Runes Story Description


Shadow Runes 
Volume 3
Dread Desire
Surrender to the shadows
Sumeye’s life shatters when her own father sells her into a brutal life of servitude. Expecting a cruel fate, she’s thrust into a dangerous, magical realm and bound to Alexio Asmodai—the terrifyingly handsome First Demon and Shadow King. Armed with a hidden gift of shadow magic she barely understands, Sumeye navigates the treacherous new life. Yet, amidst her terror, she discovers a quiet resilience and a desperate hope for a true home.
Alexio rules his cold, remote kingdom with an iron fist. As an ancient immortal who feeds on fear and pain, his existence is a merciless contradiction. He secretly yearns for a connection he believes he cannot have, but Sumeye’s warmth and innocence completely captivate him. He doesn’t just want a captive; he desires a submissive Shadow Queen to rule by his side. To keep her forever, he must intertwine their shadows and convince her to choose eternity as his marked mate.
Set in the wickedly delicious Draoithe Saga universe, Shadow Runes is volume three in the Dread Desire Miniseries. In a world so cold and dark, will Sumeye embrace the warmth in the shadows to find her light? Step into the dream and grab your copy today to experience a seductive demon romance you won’t be able to put down!
It’s more than a story; it’s an experience. Welcome to the dream…
Noble Dark Fantasy with Steamy Paranormal Romance and Fated Mates 18+ HEA! NC!
***Warning: Adult Themes, Fantasy Violence, and/or Explicit Sexual Situations. Intended for a Mature Audience.
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  Character Introduction


Sumeye is a young woman of stunning beauty and quiet resilience, born with a hidden, powerful gift of shadow magic she knows nothing about.  
Sold into a life of servitude by her own father, she expects a cruel, ugly master but finds herself in the hands of the terrifyingly handsome and powerful Shadow King, Alexio. 
Despite the brutal realities of her new life, she clings to a fragile hope for safety and a home. 
With a quiet strength born of desperation, she learns to navigate her dangerous new world, finding a surprising capacity for survival within herself.
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Alexio Asmodai is a powerful and ancient demon, the First Demon and Shadow King. Forged from a human warrior’s soul, he possesses a unique blend of brutal strength and a profound sense of honor. 
He rules his cold, remote kingdom with an iron fist, yet Sumeye attracts him with her warmth and innocence.
While his nature compels him to seek pain and fear, he finds himself captivated by her quiet resilience. 
His existence is a contradiction: a merciless king who secretly yearns for a connection he believes he can’t have.
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Dear Reader, 

Shadow Runes 

is volume 3 in the 

Dread Desire Miniseries.

I hope you enjoy the next bit of 

Sumeye and Alexio’s story.

For more information, 

Please join my group of

Newsletter Friends
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Welcome to the dream...









  
  Chapter one
Total Dissolution


Sumeye 
She woke up alone, but her last memory of Alexio was pure pleasure. Ada helped her get dressed, and she found herself some breakfast, and realized the kitchen was a disaster.
Alexio was an excellent cook, but his kitchen made no sense. The disorganization frustrated her. Should the clean dishes not be in the cabinets next to the sink? 
After breakfast, she reorganized it so that the spices were next to the wood stove. Sumeye found some dried bean-like vegetables and put them to warm slowly for a long time. She would have a hot dinner later.
Sumeye spent the afternoon signing with Ada. Ada asked if she could teach the other lessers. Sumeye agreed, and the other lessers learned sign language too. The seven men all wanted names like Ada had. Sumeye named the male lessers who took care of Alexio and his men at arms. 
Alexio’s man Sumeye named Mustafa. Vasilay’s man she named Yasin. Halil served Yuri. Kaddir served Roman, and Jadeeb served Zamir. Kaan served Makar, and Suleyman served Drakhar. 
Ada helped her teach them. The servants bowed low in thanks to Sumeye when they left to take care of their chores.
Sumeye sat down to eat dinner when Ada burst into the dining room. She was frantic. Vasilay was furious with Yasin. He hit him, and Yasin fell. 
Sumeye followed the lesser girl to see what was going on. Vasilay was angry and shouted at the servant. His servant cowered in the hallway.
“How did you learn the signs? Who are you working with?” 
Vasilay shouted at the trembling lesser servant. 
Yasin looked at Sumeye. Vasilay saw her.
“You? Did you teach the lesser the signs? Why?” 
Vasilay turned his wrath on Sumeye. 
Sumeye feared him. He was furious. She should not speak to Vasilay. Alexio wouldn’t like it, but he wore the sigil on his tunic. It was the same half-shrouded crown symbol Alexio had told her to look for if she needed help and he wasn’t there. She swallowed her fear and took a chance.
“I gave Ada a name, and the other lessers wanted names, too. So I taught them so they could have names. I felt sorry for them because they can’t talk.” 
The other lessers came running in confusion. Unsure how to help or if they should interfere in a moment of insanity. 
“You felt sorry for them?! They live in a fucking castle as manservants! They don’t even perform manual labor!” 
Vasilay roared at her. The lesser men stepped between Sumeye and Vasilay, shielding her. Mustafa pulled Yasin to him and shook his head at Vasilay. Mustafa signed ‘Shadow Queen’ to Vasilay. Then he shook his head at Vasilay again. 
Vasilay’s anger got the better of him. He threw the side table against the wall behind them. Sumeye screamed, and all the lessers ducked. 
Nothing touched the lessers as the splintered wood flew. Shadows leaped from Sumeye’s hand to blanket
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