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Fallacy 1.




Reset Clock.
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In the dead of winter last year, Dr Nice Goodman of the Cole Corporation announced his plan to launch a series of 249 satellites into space to comprise a revolutionary global network.

Said network was unoriginally codenamed the “Cole Network”, and was promised to aid in unifying the world's communication bridges far and wide.

However, the Earth's top agent, the suave and sophisticated man known as Axl Lightning soon discovered that the company's CEO, Dr Goodman, was pulling the wool over everyone's eyes.

The name Nice Goodman was an alias, as the true identity of the man behind the shell corporation that got the backing for this project was in fact Lightning's arch nemesis, Dr Black Hayashida.

The evil ruler of what is actually known better to the world as the Hayashida corporation used these global unity plans to launch an experimental nuclear satellite into space, all so he could sell testing targets to the highest bidder.

Needless to say, there are plenty of madmen in this world who'd jump at the chance to have a third party company with non-disclosure contracts nuking thing's on their behalf (because it sure would make negotiations a breeze if you could end it all by pressing a button).

No need to worry about the finer details, just pick a location where your enemy is, wire some money to the Hayashida Corporation, and boom...they're gone.

Sure, it may rewrite the global power structure, but no one will complain because they'll be too afraid to, so it'll be great according to Dr Black Hayashida.

For clarification, Dr Black Hayashida is the evil ruler of the controversial Hayashida Corporation that does nothing besides invent dangerous weaponry and cause trouble around the planet. He is hell-bent on taking over the world in something of an egregious expansion of his own desire to become God.

In short...he's a lunatic.

A man whose plans Axl Lightning has thwarted more times than he can possibly remember.

And this silly game set to overthrow the world's deterrence structure is in no way any different.

Axl will act, which brings us to the present situation now, where a car is currently driving around the mountain roads of Nice Island (the artificial land mass that Dr Black Hayashida had made with some of the grant money he received to build the network).

In said auto-mobile, one of Dr Black Hayashida's most important investors is coming to the mad doctor's private headquarters to get a first-hand look at the fully completed targeting system, and to bear witness to the first target being hit with the weapon.

A routine day at the office for someone who pours money into the criminal organisation known as the Hayashida Cooperation.

But sadly for said executive, things aren't going to run so smoothly.

In fact things are about to get a hell of a lot worse for him in the next 30 seconds in particular when the driver of the executive's luxurious car pulls up to the security gatehouse by the entrance of the headquarters, rolls down his window and holds is driver's licence up to prove his identity as he says to the security guard.
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..."Open her up, I haven't got all day"...
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This is the last thing the driver says however, as the security guard manning the gatehouse hooks in the driver's face so hard that he knocks him out with one punch.

The executive inside the car has no clue this has happened, nor would he know why if he was informed.

The truth of the matter is that the security guard is actually Axl Lightning in disguise, as he is currently performing one of the oldest tricks in the book by ripping the assigned driver out of the executive's car so he can use it to gain access to the Hayashida Headquarters without detection.

Tossing the unconscious body of the previous driver into the gatehouse to sleep off his sore jaw, Axl presses the switch in the gatehouse control panel to open the gate and he then takes the wheel to drive on into the establishment as if he owns the place.

Axl Lightning only drives the car so far into facility before he spots another checkpoint up ahead, at which point he mutters to himself.

Axl: I should've known I couldn't have driven all the way up to the control room...(sighs)...Alrighty...

Punching through glass behind him that separates the space between the driver's seat and the rear passenger's seating within the car as he comes to slow stop in the HQ yard, Axl points a silenced handgun at the executive to see the man's stunned face for only two seconds before Axl smirks and remarks.

Axl: Don't judge me too harshly, I'm just doing my job.

Which has the man looking set to curse his head off, but Axl executes him before he can say a single word.

None of Dr Black Hayashida's private soldiers within the HQ are even aware of what is transpiring in the vehicle, as the soundproofed frame and the black-tinted windows make it impossible to tell a man was just shot inside.

The fact that the vehicle's licence plate states that it has an executive level pass allows it to be left unattended within HQ grounds, meaning no one pays any attention to it.

No one even notices when Axl leaves some plastic explosives inside of it and strolls off to the other side of the HQ's exterior yard to get himself safely out of range to be detected at the precise moment now when he detonates the executive's car.

This isn't what you would call conventional stealth, but Axl isn't intending to use his lightest hand here. He wants everyone to know someone has broken in, knowing fine that a red alert status across the base will slow down any launch that Dr Black Hayashida had scheduled today.

So with countless Hayashida attack teams circling the car and investigating the cause of the explosion, Axl finds himself in one of the furthest corners of the HQ monitoring the patrol routes of the soldiers who are left on guard.

Being no stranger in dealing with Dr Black Hayashida's field infantry, Axl nonchalantly steps out of cover and nails the first soldier he sees right in the head with a effortless shot from his handgun.

Walking across a steel-grated bridge that lies just behind this fallen soldier, Axl uses his cigarette lighter to set fire to the scalp of another Hayashida man at the opposite side of the bridge whilst poking him in the eyes to ensure he can't fight back.

As this blazing/blinded man runs away crying, Axl moves towards the central entrance of the HQ's main lab, the likely location of the satellite's targeting system.

With one sentry standing in his way, Axl shatters the man's elbows with two vicious kicks to each arm, forcing the soldier to drop his rifle as Axl then punches through the man's throat to rip his tonsils out.

As the door-sentry's blood is left spraying all over the yard floor, Axl heads on inside the lab to traverse the lobby.

Crossing the main floor he makes his way over to the woman who is sitting behind the main desk as she addresses him directly and asks.

––––––––
[image: ]


..."Good morning, sir. Home may I help you?"...
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But she is just as quick to look at the warning poster on the notice board behind the desk which has Axl's face printed onto which clearly reads.
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..."Do not provide service to HIM!!!"...
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With the word "him" being underlined aggressively several hundred times.

Upon seeing this, the woman points to Axl and screams.
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..."Oh my God! You're him! You're Ax-...!?!"...
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Before the woman can say a single word more, Axl punches her across the face twice and then slams her skull full force off of the counter to likely kill her in what could be described as a course of ungentlemanly conduct.

With the woman dying on the floor behind the desk, Axl Lightning jumps over to sit at her computer.

Making use of the fact that the computer is already signed into the dead desk-worker's profile, Axl takes in the layout of the facility from the staff database and he then isolates the position of the satellite control room within the lab.

With a good portion of the security personnel still outside in the yard searching for an intruder based on Axl's car bomb decoy, Axl himself is given plenty of room to wander the corridors as he ascends the stairs within the Hayashida Headquarters.

It doesn't take long before Axl is finally at the area within the lab where the control room is situated.

Said location happens to be on the lab's top floor, and upon arrival Axl is only met with the resistance of two guards, both of whom charge him at the same time.

Side stepping out of the way of one soldier to break his neck with one quick twist, Axl deals with the second soldier by blatantly lifting him up overhead and throwing the soldier out of the nearest window to plummet to his death.

Axl himself doesn't have the time to listen to the man's screams as he falls past the windows of each and every floor. Rather than waiting for the splat, he heads over to the computer terminal at the centre of the room and gets to work in deactivating the scheduled nuclear strikes that were planned for the next 24 hours, as there seems to be one aimed and set to strike every single continent on Earth.

Disarming the scheduled attacks is a breeze thanks to Dr Black Hayashida's idiot-proof design that was implemented here so that he could ask his personnel to line up strikes for him even if he wasn't on the island.

The tricky part is causing each and every one of the satellites to self-destruct so they can never be used again.

They all have rather simple self-termination protocols that Axl is making use of, the only problem with these protocols is that they're nightmarishly long to type in.

It works as follows.
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..."The machine asks if you want to destroy the satellite"...
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..."You say yes, and then type the answer to three trivia questions that only Dr Black Hayashida or someone who was stalking him for national security purposes would know the answer to"...
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..."Self-termination protocol activates once all questions are answered correctly"...

––––––––
[image: ]


..."20 seconds pass by, and then boom!"...

––––––––
[image: ]


..."Satellite blows up, and news outlets back home are now expected to provide cover up details claiming that it was nothing more than a solar flare in the skies"...
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It all seems simple enough. but Axl has to do this for each and every one of the 249 satellites one by one to take them all down.

A process which in itself, as stated isn't hard, but it is time consuming.

It also leaves Axl with his guard down.

Meaning just as he is in the process of disarming the final satellite, and activating its self-termination protocol, he is struck in the back of the head with an oxygen tank that Dr Black Hayashida uses as a weapon.

Yes, the mad doctor himself has been in here the entire time, and has been waiting on his moment to strike.

Unfortunately his timing was not as good as his oh-so-generous IQ, as the moment he strikes Axl in the head, the agent is sent staggering away from the computer whilst dragging his fingers across the keys on the terminal.

Something which half-achieves the respective goals of both men in that it activates the self-termination protocol in the final satellite. However...in doing so it is simultaneously launching one nuke to a specific location on Earth.

That location is something neither Axl nor Dr Black Hayashida has the time to focus on, though. As both men are more annoyed at one another for this compromise that pleases no one.

Dr Black Hayashida: Now look what you've done, you greedy peice of shit! You've blown up my last satellite before I could make any money off of it!

Axl: Fuck you, asshole! Didn't you just see that message on the terminal, it said it's going to hit one target before it destroys itself. You're going to potentially be responsible for the death of millions of people.

Dr Black Hayashida: Oh really!? Lemme see!!!

Excitedly running over to the computer terminal to investigate the results of this message, Dr Black Hayashida's heart sinks when he realises the target that the satellite has chosen.

Dr Black Hayashida: Oh fuck...

Axl: What? What is it?

Dr Black Hayashida: Tell me something, Agent Axl...In all these years you and I have been fighting...have you been leading a fulfilling life?

Axl: I drive the fastest cars, smoke the finest cigarettes and screw only the most beautiful of women across the globe whilst stopping you from fucking things up and making it look easy. To say I'm living my best life would be an understatement.

Dr Black Hayashida: Yes...I was rather fond of our arrangement too. Given that I was getting to do everything that I wanted to at least.

Axl: What do you mean, was?

Dr Black Hayashida: (Gulps)...Well...the satellite's kinda targeted this island.

Axl: WHAT!?

Dr Black Hayashida: Before you panic, try to remember what kind of bomb is coming this way. We're not going to feel anything when we die. In fact, it'll be so quick a death there won't be anything left to salvage of us. Ironic that I never once considered what to do with my assets in the event of my death.

Axl: What the fuck are you being so calm and logical for. You're a shitbag coward who slaughtered millions of innocent people for years, and now!? You want to pretend your brave in the face of danger.

Dr Black Hayashida: Well, you see, there's the funny thing, Axl, my old friend.

Axl: I'm not your friend, you psychopath! I swore allegiance to my country to thwart every evil thing you do. We're definitely enemies.

Dr Black Hayashida: OK then, Axl, my respected rival. There's something I never told you about me. Something very important. Something which, now that we're dying at least, I know cannot be used as leverage against me.

Axl: Yeah, and that is?

Dr Black Hayashida: I have a-...

Before Dr Black Hayashida can finish what he is saying, the nuclear missile fired from the satellite strikes the heart of Nice island, wiping out everything, and leaving it as nothing more than smouldering wreckage.
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Fallacy 2.




The Head Office.
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Agent Axl Lightning, age 34. Occupation international super spy of the highest skill level. The man was unrivalled, irreplaceable, and above all else will be sorely missed on Earth whenever another global threat attacks the natural order of peace and prosperity.

Dr Black Hayashida, age 56. Occupation evil ruler of the Hayashida Corporation. The man was also unrivalled, irreplaceable, and above all else, his death will serve as a cause for relief among the entire population of Earth. For he will no longer torment them with threats of annihilation through WMDs, propaganda, biochemical warfare, or general abstract genocide.

These men both died at the same time, and represented opposing sides of an ethical scale in the world.

The only bad thing to come from Dr Black Hayashida's death is that, though evil, some of his business ventures were good for the economy, as grim as it is to say.

And the only good things that can be said about Axl's death is that he isn't needed anymore since he took the most pressing threat to national security out of this world with him.

In addition to this it could be said that Axl was kind a controversial role model for young men, so it's good to remove him whilst people still like him (according to the news).

But if that's where things were to come to an end for Axl Lightning, then there'd be nothing left to say here.

So what happens next?

Well, to answer that, we have to go to the exact location where he is now.

At this precise moment, Axl Lightning and his long time rival Dr Black Hayashida are both waking up in a waiting room screaming at first, but quickly calming down when the realise that they're no longer in the centre of a nuclear blast.

After taking a few seconds to process the rather dull surroundings that they find themselves in now, Axl Lightning and Dr Black Hayashida ignore the hospital waiting room's décor, and turn to each other once again for no other reason than they at least recognise one another.

When in unfamiliar territory it's best to latch onto the things that are familiar, as some might say.

Axl: Where the hell are we?

Dr Black Hayashida: You mean this isn't one of your homeland's prison camps?

Axl: No, there's no graffiti, chewing gum or spit on the walls, so it doesn't look like any prison I've ever seen.

Dr Black Hayashida: Shit...I was kind of hoping that "dying in a nuclear blast" thing was all just a bad dream.

Axl: If you were dreaming, would I really have been there?

Dr Black Hayashida: You work your way into my mind more than you think. My therapist says it's some unconscious desire to surpass you whenever I'm dreaming about chasing after you and trying to get your attention. I should've known it wasn't a dream when I actually got to bonk you on the head with an oxygen tank.

Axl: Not










































































[image: ]



[image: ]














































































[image: ]



[image: ]





d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
Liam _Harper iy

/  the






d2d_images/image001.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image000.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





