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THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED first to my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ (Yeshua). In Him you also, having heard the word of the truth, the Good News of your salvation—in Whom, having also believed, you were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. - Ephesians 1:13

It is also dedicated to those theologians of days gone by, whose labors of love and devotion to the Lord have laid a framework upon which this book has been formed.
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​​​Foreword
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THE BOOK THAT YOU ARE reading is the story of the life of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah, as recorded in the Holy Bible. This work comprises the events recorded in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. There are a few subsequent entries in the Book of Acts and in 1 Corinthians that complete the picture. The uniqueness of this book lies in the chronological blending of the four Gospels into a narrative format. The subject matter within this book is divided into fifteen parts, each part containing one or more sections. All words contained within the subject sections of this book come from the Holy Bible, except for a very few words that are indicated by the brackets [ ], which have been added to obtain clarity and flow of the material. 

This book is by no means intended to be a substitute for the Holy Bible and specifically the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Each of these Gospels (along with every other book of the Bible) has been divinely inspired by the Lord God Himself.

16 Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness, 17 that each person who belongs to God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 


-  2 Timothy 3:16-17



The intended purpose of this book is first and foremost to honor God and His Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. The secondary purpose is to provide a reference for further Bible study that presents the events of Christ's life in complete chronological order.  Placing the Scripture in this blended format gives the reader a more complete perspective of where the events occurred and how these events surrounding the life of Christ unfolded. 

As an example:

The passages below describing John the Baptist’s Imprisonment – Matthew (M) 4:12, Mark (Mk) 1:14a, Luke (L) 3:19-20, 4:14a and John (J) 4:1-4

	M4:12 Now when Jesus heard that John was delivered up, He withdrew into Galilee.

	Mk1:14a Now after John was taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the Good News of God’s Kingdom 

	L3:19 but Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things which Herod had done, L3:20 added this also to them all, that he shut up John in prison. L4:14a Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee,

	J4:1 Therefore when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John J4:2 (although Jesus Himself didn’t baptize, but His disciples), J4:3 He left Judea and departed into Galilee. J4:4 He needed to pass through Samaria.


In this book, with the chronological blending of the Gospels, the passages appear in this format: 

J4:1 Therefore when Jesus knew that the Pharisees had heard that He was making and baptizing more disciples than John J4:2 (although Jesus Himself didn’t baptize, but His disciples), L3:19 [and] Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him [John] for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things which Herod had done, L3:20 added this also to them all, that he shut up John in prison. M4:12 Now when Jesus heard that John was delivered up, L4:14a Jesus J4:3 left Judea and L4:14a returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee, Mk1:14 preaching the Good News of God’s Kingdom.

Deciding which of the events contained within Scripture to amalgamate into one cohesive message followed this rationale:

	The passage that revealed the most complete description of the event was given the highest emphasis.

	Passages that contained information that was not contained in the highest emphasis passage received the next emphasis.

	To ensure the passage text was placed in a readable story format, certain passages were broken into sections [(a, b, c) e.g., Mark1:14a] and positioned within the subject section in the appropriate assignment.

	Where passages were essentially identical in wording, the passage that matched the Gospel writer of the preceding passage or the following passage was used in most cases. E.g., If the preceding or following passage was from the book of Mark, and Matthew and Mark contained essentially the same wording, then the passage from Mark was used.

	Each section title contains all the Scripture references that refer to the passage. In some cases, as indicated in the decision rationale listed above, not all Scripture referenced is documented within the section.


The order of this material is placed in chronological order that follows a thematic (Lukan) approach, rather than a geographical location (Markan) approach. A thematic approach provides a more cohesive picture of the events that took place and the correlation between a particular location and the activity that was recorded. 

May you, the reader, find this book enlightening and engaging, bringing you into a deeper, loving relationship with our Lord and Savior. To God be the glory, forever and ever. Amen

______________________________
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​​​Part 1 - The Sources of Knowledge
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​§. 1 LUKE’S METHOD AND Purpose for Writing – Luke (L) 1:1-4

L1:1 Since many have undertaken to set in order a narrative concerning those matters which have been fulfilled among us, L1:2 even as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word delivered them to us, L1:3 it seemed good to me also, having traced the course of all things accurately from the first, to write to you in order, most excellent Theophilus; L 1:4 that you might know the certainty concerning the things in which you were instructed.
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​​​Part 2 - The Incarnation of the Son of God
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​§. 2 THE PRE-EXISTENCE of the Messiah – John (J) 1:1-18

J1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. J1:2 He was in the beginning with God. J1:3 All things were made through Him. Without Him, nothing was made that has been made. J1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. J1:5The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness hasn’t overcome it.

J1:6 There came a man sent from God, whose name was John. J1:7 The same came as a witness, that he might testify about the Light, that all might believe through him. J1:8 He was not the Light, but was sent that he might testify about the Light. J1:9 The true Light that enlightens everyone was coming into the world.

J1:10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world didn’t recognize Him. J1:11 He came to His own, and those who were His own didn’t receive Him. J1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become God’s children, to those who believe in His name: J1:13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

J1:14 The Word became flesh and lived among us. We saw His glory, such glory as of the only born Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. J1:15John testified about Him. He cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me, for He was before me.’” J1:16 From His fullness we all received grace upon grace.  J1:17 For the law was given through Moses. Grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. J1:18 No one has seen God at any time. The only born Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, has declared Him.
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​​​Part 3 - The Genealogies of Jesus in Matthew and Luke
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​§. 3 JOSEPH’S LINEAGE - Matthew (M) 1:1-17

M1:1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. M1:2Abraham became the father of Isaac. Isaac became the father of Jacob. Jacob became the father of Judah and his brothers. M1:3 Judah became the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar. Perez became the father of Hezron. Hezron became the father of Ram. M1:4 Ram became the father of Amminadab. Amminadab became the father of Nahshon. Nahshon became the father of Salmon. M1:5 Salmon became the father of Boaz by Rahab. Boaz became the father of Obed by Ruth. Obed became the father of Jesse. M1:6 Jesse became the father of King David. David became the father of Solomon by her who had been Uriah’s wife. M1:7 Solomon became the father of Rehoboam. Rehoboam became the father of Abijah. Abijah became the father of Asa. M1:8 Asa became the father of Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat became the father of Joram. Joram became the father of Uzziah. M1:9 Uzziah became the father of Jotham. Jotham became the father of Ahaz. Ahaz became the father of Hezekiah. M1:10 Hezekiah became the father of Manasseh. Manasseh became the father of Amon. Amon became the father of Josiah. M1:11 Josiah became the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon.

M1:12 After the exile to Babylon, Jeconiah became the father of Shealtiel. Shealtiel became the father of Zerubbabel. M1:13 Zerubbabel became the father of Abiud. Abiud became the father of Eliakim. Eliakim became the father of Azor. M1:14 Azor became the father of Zadok. Zadok became the father of Achim. Achim became the father of Eliud. M1:15 Eliud became the father of Eleazar. Eleazar became the father of Matthan. Matthan became the father of Jacob. M1:16 Jacob became the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, from whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.

M1:17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; from David to the exile to Babylon fourteen generations; and from the carrying away to Babylon to the Christ, fourteen generations.

​§. 4 Mary’s Lineage – Luke (L) 3:23b-38

L3:23b [Jesus] Being the son (as was supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli, L3:24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, L3:25 the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai, L3:26 the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Jodah, L3:27 the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, L3:28 the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of Er, L3:29 the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, L3:30 the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, L3:31 the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of David, L3:32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, L3:33 the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, L3:34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, L3:35the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, L3:36 the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, L3:37the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, L3:38 the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.

​​
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​Part 4 – The Birth and Childhood of John the Baptist and Jesus


[image: ]


​§. 5 THE PREDICTION OF the Birth of John the Baptist – Luke (L) 1:5-25

L1:5There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the priestly division of Abijah. He had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. L1:6 They were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord. L1:7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they both were well advanced in years.

L1:8 Now while he executed the priest’s office before God in the order of his division L1:9 according to the custom of the priest’s office, his lot was to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. L1:10 The whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense.

L1:11 An angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of incense. L1:12 Zacharias was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. L1:13 But the angel said to him, “Don’t be afraid, Zacharias, because your request has been heard. Your wife, Elizabeth, will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. L1:14 You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. L1:15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and he will drink no wine nor strong drink. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. L1:16 He will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. L1:17 He will go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to prepare a people prepared for the Lord.”

L1:18 Zacharias said to the angel, “How can I be sure of this? For I am an old man, and my wife is well advanced in years.”

L1:19 The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God. I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. L1:20 Behold, you will be silent and not able to speak until the day that these things will happen, because you didn’t believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their proper time.”

L1:21 The people were waiting for Zacharias, and they marveled that he delayed in the temple. L1:22 When he came out, he could not speak to them. They perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple. He continued making signs to them, and remained mute. L1:23 When the days of his service were fulfilled, he departed to his house. L1:24 After these days Elizabeth his wife conceived, and she hid herself five months, saying, L1:25 “Thus has the Lord done to me in the days in which He looked at me, to take away my reproach among men.”

​§. 6 The Prediction of the Birth of Jesus the Christ – Luke (L) 1:26-38

L1:26 Now in the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, L1:27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man whose name was Joseph, of David’s house. The virgin’s name was Mary. L1:28 Having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, you highly favored one! The Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women!”

L1:29 But when she saw him, she was greatly troubled at the saying, and considered what kind of salutation this might be. L1:30 The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. L1:31 Behold, you will conceive in your womb and give birth to a Son, and shall name Him ‘Jesus.’ L1:32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David, L1:33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever. There will be no end to His Kingdom.”

L1:34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, seeing I am a virgin?”

L1:35 The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore also the Holy Child who is born from you will be called the Son of God. L1:36 Behold, Elizabeth your relative also has conceived a son in her old age; and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. L1:37 For nothing spoken by God is impossible.”

L1:38 Mary said, “Behold, the servant of the Lord; let it be done to me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

​§. 7 Mary’s Visit to Her Relative, Elizabeth – Luke (L) 1:39-45

L1:39 Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of Judah, L1:40 and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. L1:41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. L1:42She called out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! L1:43 Why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? L1:44 For behold, when the voice of your greeting came into my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for joy! L1:45 Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of the things which have been spoken to her from the Lord!”

​§. 8 Mary’s Song of Praise – Luke (L) 1:46-56

L1:46Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord. L1:47 My spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior, L:148 for He has looked at the humble state of His servant. For behold, from now on, all generations will call me blessed. L1:49 For He who is mighty has done great things for me; Holy is His name. L1:50 His mercy is for generations and generations on those who fear Him. L1:51 He has shown strength with His arm. He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. L1:52 He has put down princes from their thrones, and has exalted the lowly.  L1:53 He has filled the hungry with good things. He has sent the rich away empty. L1:54 He has given help to Israel, His servant, that He might remember mercy, L:1:55 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his offspring forever.” L1:56 Mary stayed with her about three months, and then returned to her house.

​§. 9 The Birth of John the Baptist – Luke (L) 1:57-80

L1:57 Now the time that Elizabeth should give birth was fulfilled, and she gave birth to a son. L1:58 Her neighbors and her relatives heard that the Lord had magnified His mercy toward her, and they rejoiced with her. L1:59 On the eighth day, they came to circumcise the child; and they would have called him Zacharias, after the name of his father. L1:60 His mother answered, “Not so; but he will be called John.” L1:61 They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who is called by this name.” L1:62 They made signs to his father, what he would have him called. L1:63 He asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all marveled. L1:64 His mouth was opened immediately and his tongue freed, and he spoke, blessing God. L1:65 Fear came on all who lived around them, and all these sayings were talked about throughout all the hill country of Judea. L1:66 All who heard them laid them up in their heart, saying, “What then will this child be?” The hand of the Lord was with him. 

Zacharias’ Prophecy

L1:67 His father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying,

L1:68 “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed His people; L1:69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David L1:70 as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets who have been from of old, L1:71 salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; L1:72 to show mercy toward our fathers, to remember His holy covenant, L1:73 the oath which He swore to Abraham our father, L1:74 to grant to us that we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, should serve Him without fear, L1:75 in holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life. L1:76 And you, child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways, L1:77 to give knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of their sins, L1:78 because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the Dawn from on high will visit us, L1:79 to shine on those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death; to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

L1:80 The child was growing and becoming strong in spirit, and was in the desert until the day of his public appearance to Israel.

​​

§. 10 The Nativity of Jesus - Matthew (M) 1:18-25

M1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was like this: After His mother, Mary, was engaged to Joseph, before they came together, she was found pregnant by the Holy Spirit.

M1:19 Joseph, her husband, being a righteous man, and not willing to make her a public example, intended to put her away secretly. M1:20 But when he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take to yourself Mary as your wife, for the Child which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. M1:21 She shall give birth to a Son. You shall name Him Jesus, for it is He who shall save His people from their sins.”

M1:22 Now all this has happened that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying,


M1:23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall give birth to a Son. They shall call His name Immanuel,” which is, being interpreted, “God with us.”


(Isaiah 7:14) 

M1:24 Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took his wife to himself; M1:25 and didn’t know her sexually until she had given birth to her firstborn Son. He named Him Jesus.

​§. 11 The Birth of Jesus – Luke (L) 2:1-7

L2:1 Now in those days, a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be enrolled. L2:2This was the first enrollment made when Quirinius was governor of Syria.  L2:3 All went to enroll themselves, everyone to his own city. L2:4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to David’s city, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, L2:5 to enroll himself with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him as wife, being pregnant. L2:6 While they were there, the day had come for her to give birth. L2:7 She gave birth to her firstborn Son. She wrapped Him in bands of cloth and laid Him in a feeding trough, because there was no room for them in the inn.

​§. 12 The Announcement to the Shepherds – Luke (L) 2:8-20

L2:8 There were shepherds in the same country staying in the field, and keeping watch by night over their flock. L2:9 Behold, an angel of the Lord stood by them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. L2:10 The angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be to all the people. L2:11 For there is born to you today, in David’s city, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. L2:12 This is the sign to you: you will find a Baby wrapped in strips of cloth, lying in a feeding trough.” L2:13 Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude of the Heavenly army praising God and saying, L2:14 “Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, good will toward men.” L2:15 When the angels went away from them into the sky, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem now and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” L2:16 They came with haste and found both Mary and Joseph, and the Baby who was lying in the feeding trough. L2:17 When they had seen this, they publicized widely the saying which was spoken to them about this Child. L2:18 All who heard it wondered at the things which were spoken to them by the shepherds. L2:19 But Mary kept all these sayings, pondering them in her heart. L2:20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, just as it was told them.

​§. 13 The Circumcision of Jesus – Luke (L) 2:21

L2:21 When eight days were fulfilled for the circumcision of the Child, His name was called Jesus, which was given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.

​§. 14 The Presentation of Jesus – Luke (L) 2:22-38

L2:22 When the days of their purification according to the law of Moses were fulfilled, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord L2:23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every male who opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) L2:24 and to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, “A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” L2:25 Behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. L2:26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. L2:27 He came in the Spirit into the temple. When the parents brought in the Child, Jesus, that they might do concerning Him according to the custom of the law, L2:28 then he received Him into his arms and blessed God, and said, L2:29 “Now You are releasing Your servant, Master, according to Your word, in peace; L2:30 for my eyes have seen Your salvation, L2:31 which You have prepared before the face of all peoples; L2:32 a light for revelation to the nations, and the glory of Your people Israel.”

L2:33 Joseph and His mother were marveling at the things which were spoken concerning Him. L2:34 Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary, His mother, “Behold, this Child is appointed for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which is spoken against. L2:35(yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”

L2:36 There was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher (she was of a great age, having lived with a husband seven years from her virginity, L2:37 and she had been a widow for about eighty-four years), who didn’t depart from the temple, but served with fastings and petitions night and day. L2:38 Coming up at that very hour, she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who were looking for redemption in Jerusalem.

​§. 15 The Wise Men Seek Jesus – Matthew (M) 2:1-12

M2:1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, M2:2 “Where is He who is born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east, and have come to worship Him.” M2:3 When King Herod heard it, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. M2:4 Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he asked them where the Christ would be born.  M2:5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is written through the prophet, M2:6 ‘You Bethlehem, land of Judah, are in no way least among the princes of Judah; for out of you shall come a Governor who shall shepherd My people, Israel.’” 

M2:7 Then Herod secretly called the wise men, and learned from them exactly what time the star appeared. M2:8 He sent them to Bethlehem, and said, “Go and search diligently for the young Child. When you have found Him, bring me word, so that I also may come and worship Him.” M2:9 They, having heard the king, went their way; and behold, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them until it came and stood over where the young Child was. M2:10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. M2:11 They came into the house and saw the young Child with Mary, His mother, and they fell down and worshiped Him. Opening their treasures, they offered to Him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. M2:12 Being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country another way.

​§. 16 In Egypt and the Massacre of the Children – Matthew (M) 2:13-18

M2:13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise and take the young Child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.” M2:14 He arose and took the young Child and His mother by night and departed into Egypt, M2:15 and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”

M2:16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked by the wise men, was exceedingly angry, and sent out and killed all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all the surrounding countryside, from two years old and under, according to the exact time which he had learned from the wise men. M2:17 Then that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled, saying,

M2:18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,

lamentation, weeping and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children;

she wouldn’t be comforted,

because they are no more.”

(Jerimiah 31:15)

​§. 17 In Nazareth – Matthew (M) 2:19-23 and Luke (L) 2:39

M2:19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, M2:20 “Arise and take the young Child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s life are dead.” L2:39 When they had accomplished all things that were according to the law of the Lord, M2:21 he arose and took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. M2:22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in the place of his father, Herod, he was afraid to go there. Being warned in a dream, he withdrew into the region of Galilee, M22:3a and came and lived in L2:39 their own city M2:23b called Nazareth; that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through the prophets that He will be called a Nazarene.

​§. 18 Jesus’ Childhood in Nazareth – Luke (L) 2:40 

L2:40 The Child was growing, and was becoming strong in spirit, being filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon Him.

​§. 19 The Visit to Jerusalem – Luke (L) 2:41-50

L2:41 His parents went every year to Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover. L2:42 When He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast; L2:43 and when they had fulfilled the days, as they were returning, the Boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. Joseph and His mother didn’t know it, L2:44 but supposing Him to be in the company, they went a day’s journey; and they looked for Him among their relatives and acquaintances. L2:45 When they didn’t find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, looking for Him. L2:46 After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the middle of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. L2:47 All who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers. L2:48 When they saw Him, they were astonished; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You treated us this way? Behold, Your father and I were anxiously looking for You.”

L2:49 He said to them, “Why were you looking for Me? Didn’t you know that I must be in My Father’s house?” L2:50 They didn’t understand the saying which He spoke to them. 

​§. 20 – Eighteen Years in Nazareth – Luke (L) 2:51-52

L2:51 And He went down with them and came to Nazareth. He was subject to them, and His mother kept all these sayings in her heart. L2:52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.
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​​​Part 5 - The Beginning of John the Baptist’s Ministry
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​§. 21 THE GOSPEL BEGINS – Mark (Mk) 1:1 and Luke (L) 3:1-2 

Mk1:1 The beginning of the Good News of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. L3:1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, L3:2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness.

​§. 22 The Message from John the Baptist – Matthew (M) 3:1-6, Mark (Mk) 1:2-6 and Luke (L) 3:3-6 

M3:1 In those days, John the Baptizer came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, M3:2 “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!” M3:3 For this is he who was spoken of by Isaiah the prophet, saying, 


Mk1:2b “Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You: Mk1:3b ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness, make the way of the Lord ready! Make His paths straight! L3:5 Every valley will be filled. Every mountain and hill will be brought low. The crooked will become straight, and the rough ways smooth. L3:6 All flesh will see God’s salvation.’”


(Isaiah 40:3)

M3:4 Now John himself wore clothing made of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. Mk1:4 John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching the baptism of repentance for forgiveness of sins. M3:5 Then people from Jerusalem, all of Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him. Mk1:5b They were baptized by him in the Jordan river, confessing their sins.

​§. 23 The Explanation from John the Baptist – Matthew (M) 3:7-10 and Luke (L) 3:7-14 

M3:7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? M3:8 Therefore produce fruit worthy of repentance! M3:9 Don’t think to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father,’ for I tell you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. M3:10 Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees. Therefore every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit is cut down, and cast into the fire.” L3:10 The multitudes asked him, “What then must we do?” L3:11 He answered them, “He who has two coats, let him give to him who has none. He who has food, let him do likewise.”  M3:12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they said to him, “Teacher, what must we do?” L3:13 He said to them, “Collect no more than that which is appointed to you.”

L3:14 Soldiers also asked him, saying, “What about us? What must we do?” He said to them, “Extort from no one by violence, neither accuse anyone wrongfully. Be content with your wages.”

​§. 24 John’s
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