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"Stories are the food for children's souls"

~~~~~~~
[image: ]


Fantastic Adventures" is a selection of seven tales from around the world for girls and boys aged between six and eight years. They have been chosen and adapted over several years of research by a storyteller for his storytelling sessions. They include magical objects, talking animals, a conceited giant, a pair of fairies and various types of dragons. These stories belong to the oral tradition and similar versions can be found in different countries.

Through exciting adventures, they attempt to transmit important values such as friendship, generosity and self-confidence. They also help to develop imagination, listening skills and language, qualities that are rarely present in modern life. And finally, in this age of game tutorials and youtube influencers, they contain juicy stories where the characters open up themselves to offer us their valuable experiences.

The book contains eight original illustrations. It also includes seven riddles and seven short jokes. This way children’s creativity will be stimulated by finding answers to the riddles or telling the jokes to their friends or relatives.

Thank you for believing in stories.
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THE FOX AND THE JAGUAR

Adapted from a Brazilian folk tale
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One who saw it told me that the fox was walking through the forest when he heard a strange sound. When he approached, he found the jaguar trapped in a large hole. The feline, upon seeing the fox, said: 

- Help me get out of here!

- If I do, then you will eat me - replied the fox.

- No. If you help me, I will always be grateful - promised the jaguar.

The fox tied a vine to a tree, threw it to the jaguar and the feline was able to climb out of the hole.

- Now I'm going to devour you! - threatened the ungrateful animal.

- But that wouldn't be fair! - protested the fox - You gave me your word and I helped you when you needed it.

- I'm sorry, but I've been trapped in that hole for days and I'm very hungry - explained the jaguar.

The fox realised that he was not going to convince him, so he proposed:

- I understand you, but first let's go to ask the man's opinion.

- Agreed - said the jaguar.

Together they went to visit the man and they found him tending to his orchard. The animals explained the situation to him and he proposed:

- Let's go and see that hole you’re talking about.

When they arrived, the man said to the jaguar:

- Go down again so I can see what your situation was when the fox found you.

The animal descended into the hole once more and the man removed the vine so that he could not come up again. Then he said to the jaguar:

- You will stay here until you learn to keep your word and to be grateful to those who help you.

And both fox and man went off to do their chores. The jaguar, who had not learnt his lesson, walked around inside the hole thinking about how he was going to catch the fox.

[image: Rabosa y jaguar.jpg]

A few days later, a strong wind broke a branch that allowed the jaguar to climb out of the hole. He approached the place where the fox lived and found him pulling on some vines. Due to the noise of the branches, the fox did not notice the arrival of the feline. When he finally saw him, it was too late to escape, so he had to think of something fast.

- Hello jaguar! - he greeted him - I'm glad you're here! Help me pull these vines because a big hurricane is coming and I want to tie myself to a tree. 

The jaguar helped him to get more vines, and fearing the fury of the wind, he asked:

- Tie me up first, for I am larger than you and the wind will carry me away first.

- All right - replied the fox -. Hold on tight to that big tree.

The fox tied him tightly, circling the trunk several times. Then he said goodbye:

- I will now go and look for shelter.

The jaguar stayed there, but no matter how long he waited and waited, no hurricane or wind came.
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Part 2

After several days of struggling, the jaguar managed to free himself from the vines. When he was free again, he said:

- I will go to the only well that still has water this hot summer. 

And there he sat down to wait for the fox. When he arrived, the fox looked carefully and discovered the jaguar lurking there, so he went off, thinking about how to get some water.

As he walked along, he saw a woman in the distance carrying a basket on her arm and a jar of honey on her head. The fox played dead in the middle of the path, but the woman dodged him and kept walking. The fox overtook her through the trees and again jumped into her path. But again the woman paid no attention. A third time the animal did the same thing, and this time the woman stopped, exclaiming:

- How strange, so many dead foxes! If I had picked up the others, I would have three skins by now!

So she left the jar of honey on the ground, put the fox in the basket and went to get the other skins. Our protagonist got out of the basket, tasted the honey and smeared it all over his body. Then he walked away from there and stuck green leaves all over his body until he was unrecognisable. Then he went to the well and began to drink.

- What a strange animal! - the jaguar said to himself, looking at the fox from his hiding place - I have never seen it here before...

But when he came out of the well, the honey on its paws had melted destroying the fox´s camouflage and the jaguar recognised him. However, by the time he tried to catch him it was too late and the fox managed to escape yet another time.

The next day the fox was thirsty again, so he said to himself:

- How can I drink from the well without being recognised by the jaguar...? I've got it!

He went to a tree that had resin on it and spread it all over his body. Then he rolled onto the dry leaves and, thus disguised, he walked slowly towards the well. The jaguar was already suspicious of anyone who came near and, seeing him, he asked:

- Who are you?

- I am a dryleaf - replied the fox, changing his voice.

But the feline, remembering what had happened the day before, ordered him:

- Get in the water and then get out before drinking.

The fox obeyed. The resin does not dissolve in the water, so he was able to drink his fill.

- Goodbye, jaguar - said the fox.

- Farewell, dryleaf - replied the feline.

The fox kept his disguise on all summer long, so that he could drink. When the first rains came, the jaguar left his guard post, saying to himself:

- The fox did not come anymore; he must have died of thirst.

He was walking along happily when in the distance he saw the leafy animal rubbing himself against a tree, removing resin and leaves until it became... the fox!

- It can't be, it's him! - roared the jaguar.

Furious, he started to run, but the fox heard him and was able to escape easily.
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Part 3

Since then, the jaguar tried to catch the fox while hunting, while fishing and even while sleeping. But the fox always detected him by the sound of his footsteps, by his strong scent or by the glow of his eyes in the dark. After having failed time and time again, the jaguar said to himself, in despair: 

- I have to think of something else. 

He thought and he thought until...

- I have an idea! I'll play dead, everyone will come to check, and when the fox comes...

He lay down at the entrance to his cave and didn't move all day.

Soon the news spread throughout the jungle and many animals arrived gradually, one by one. The jaguar's body ached all over, he was hungry and needed to move, but the fox did not appear. It was already getting dark when the fox finally arrived. He stood some distance away and asked in a loud voice:

- How many hours has he been dead?

- I was the first to arrive seven hours ago and he was already like this - replied the tortoise.

- And he is not stiff yet? When someone dies, the body becomes rigid - the fox wondered aloud.

The jaguar was listening intently and slowly he stretched out until he was as straight as a board.

- It seems that the dead one still has good hearing! But his head is still so hollow that if it were beaten, it would sound better than a drum... - exclaimed the fox as all the animals left the place at once.

When the jaguar opened his eyes he was alone, in pain and very hungry. Some say he is still trying to catch the fox, but I think they finally became good friends and now they go fishing together in the river. And you... what do you think?
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Riddle 1:

The fire is afraid of me, yet plants love me so much; I clean everything I touch, and those who are thirsty drink me.
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Joke:

- What is your favourite dish? - asked Peter.

- The deep dish, because it holds more - answer Tom.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

THE DRAGON BOY

Adapted from a Spanish folk tale


[image: ]


When there were still giants and dragons on the Earth, there was a young shepherdess called Fay. She was a brunette, with green eyes and a big mouth that got even bigger when she smiled. On one occasion she had left her sheep with the shepherd dog in order to look for fruit in the forest when she heard someone crying. 

Slowly she pushed aside a bramble and saw a small dragon that was more pitiful than frightening. He was wounded under its right wing, which the girl washed with water from the river. Then she made a bandage with her handkerchief. Then they said goodbye with a sweet look and Fay returned to her flock. 

However, when she arrived she found her dog injured and ... the sheep were gone! The shepherdess cured her dog and looked for the sheep, but she could not find them. As she walked home in sorrow, she saw the dragon coming out of a cave. She went there, entered the cave and was very surprised: there was furniture, books and a fire on which broth was boiling. 

Suddenly she heard a noise coming from outside and watched as the dragon jumped into a stream that was at the entrance. Then something incredible happened... The dragon transformed into a boy of her age! Fay realised that he was very weak, so she helped him to lie down and eat some soup. Then she nursed him until he fell asleep.

[image: Chico dragón.jpg]

The next morning, the boy was
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