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Meet the gang!







IRIS MARVELS







Her favourite things are
rainbows, unicorns, camping
trips and strawberry
marshmallows.







SHORTBREAD







MIDNIGHT







LUNA DARKNIGHT







She loves cats, storms and the
colour black.












LEMON







LUCAS SPARKS







He likes swimming
and exploring
beaches and rivers.







OLIVIA WILDWING







She loves fireworks,
dinosaurs and pretty
clothes.







FIZZLES







NUGGET







HUGO GOLDLEAF







He likes outdoor
adventures,
photography and
pizza.







SOPHIA BLACKROCK







She adores singing,
flying on planes and
eating apple cake.
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Home
Sweet Home







There were lots of good things about going to a magical
school. Lots and lots!
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Home
Sweet Home





There were lots of good things about going to a magical
school. Lots and lots!













That’s what Iris and Luna were thinking as they
sat in their lesson with Miss Marina, their Care of
Incredible Creatures teacher at Abracadabra School.







Over the past few weeks, they’d learned about
the green hedgehogs in the school forest, bounce-a-
mile bunnies and bumblebee-foxes.







THERE WERE HEAPS
OF AMAZING
ANIMALS THAT
THEY NEVER
KNEW EXISTED!







But, as with everywhere, there were also things
that weren’t so great. Here were a few of them . . .
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Iris had to collect all the
droppings that Shortbread, her
unicorn, left around the school
and bring them to their teachers.
Her companion’s poo was a highly
prized magical ingredient!
Sometimes she felt a bit jealous of
Luna’s cat, Midnight, who didn’t
need anyone to clean up after her.







They had to study A LOT.
Luckily for Iris and Luna, though,
everything was about animals,
their favourite subject in the
world, so they loved learning all
about them. One day they’d know
as much about magical creatures
as their teachers did!
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They missed their
families. Even though
they spoke to them
every day!







Every Monday, Miss
Marina pinned up a list of
everyone’s chores for the
week. Some of them were
supercool, but others were
really strange!
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‘What does “collect the ashes from the kitchens for
recycling” mean?’ Iris asked, glancing at that
week’s rota.







‘Erm . . . I guess it’s exactly that – taking all the
cooking ashes for magical recycling,’ Luna replied. ‘As
they’re always burning fires there, we have to go to the
kitchens to ask for all the leftover ashes, then take them
to the recycling lab.’







‘We’ve never done that before . . .’ Iris replied a little
nervously.







‘But it won’t be our first time in the kitchens, will it?’
Luna reminded her. ‘Last week we went to fish out those
leaves that had fallen in the magical sauce, remember?’







‘True, but those kitchen salamanders make me a
bit edgy . . .’







‘Aw, I find them sweet,’ Luna said with a grin. ‘I
think technically they’re called “fire salamanders”.
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Lucas’s salamander. And I’m sure we’ll discover more
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Apparently they have really heat-resistant skin, like
Lucas’s salamander. And I’m sure we’ll discover more
about them.’






‘But they seem very different to Lemon. And we
haven’t studied them in class yet . . .’







‘Don’t tell me you’re scared!’ Luna replied in
astonishment. ‘You’re usually up for anything.’







‘I’m not scared, exactly. It’s just . . . they seem like
really odd creatures . . .’







Iris went quiet for a moment. But then Luna had
a thought.







‘Wait, I know! Let’s talk to Lucas. He knows all there
is to know about salamanders and other reptiles – he’s
obsessed by anything with scales!’







‘You’re right! He’ll be able to tell us how to speak
to them.’
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Lucas was thrilled when his friends came to pick
his brains about salamanders. They really were his
favourite topic!







‘Magical fire salamanders have black skin with
red markings, to help them blend into the embers.
And their eyes are bright yellowy-orange, to match
the flames. The ones in the kitchens are called Chip
and Crackle, after the sound a fire makes. They’re
in charge of the ovens and stoves.’







‘I’d never thought about how fire sounds,’ said
Luna, delighted by the idea.







‘And are they good with new people?’ Iris asked
Lucas.







‘Well, they don’t get much time off, so they’re
always rushing about. And although they
understand human language, they don’t speak it.
So, my advice is that if you need to ask them
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something, you should explain it very clearly.’










something, you should explain it very clearly.’






‘But they won’t . . .’ Iris hardly dared to ask the
question. ‘They won’t do anything to us, will they?’







‘Of course not! If they didn’t like people, they
wouldn’t be working here.’







Iris nodded, feeling a little silly to have doubted
their fiery friends.












‘You should be more worried about the cook,
Rasmus. His jokes are diabolical!’







‘They can’t be that bad, surely,’ Luna replied.







‘In any case, thanks so much for everything you’ve
told us, Lucas,’ said Iris.







‘Now, let’s get those ashes!’ Luna exclaimed







When Iris and Luna reached the back door of the
kitchens, they were met by the cook, who was dressed
in a tall hat and very eye-catching gloves. Sure enough,
his first words to them were one of his terrible jokes.







‘Have you heard the one about the grandma who
told her grandchildren: “Don’t go playing with fire”? So
poor old Fire ended up with no friends!’







The cook began to howl with laughter, while Iris and
Luna stared back incredulously. It was one of the worst
jokes they’d ever heard! But he carried on guffawing,
and saying, ‘“With fire”! Get it?’
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