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​Chapter 1: The Birthday Blunder
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It was a sunny Saturday afternoon, and Sara was bursting with excitement.



Today was Maya’s birthday party, and all their friends were there — with balloons,

cupcakes, and colorful games. Maya’s mom had set up a big table with paints, glitter, and markers for the art game. “Everyone gets to paint something special for Maya’s birthday!” she said with a smile.

​

Sara grabbed a brush and began splashing paint on her paper. She laughed and added swirls, stars, and even a rainbow.

Next to her, Maya was carefully painting a picture of a

butterfly and flowers. Her brush moved slowly and gently.

But Sara wasn’t paying

attention. She reached across the table to grab some glitter

— and knocked over her water


cup!


​SPLASH!

The water spilled right onto Maya’s painting. The colors ran together in a messy puddle.

Maya gasped. “You ruined it!” she cried. Her eyes filled with tears, and she ran to the other side of the yard.

Sara froze. Her heart sank. “But... I didn’t mean to,” she whispered.

She looked down at the wet


paper, then at Maya. Why did she look so sad? It



was just an accident... wasn’t it?
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