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Chapter 1 

 

A Life of Grace 
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The morning sun rose gently over the city of Lyon, gilding the rooftops with a tender light that promised a day  full of rhythm and grace. In a quiet neighborhood near the Saône River, where cobblestone streets curved past old cathedrals and blooming balconies, a young woman prepared for another day that balanced duty and dreams.

Her name was Rose Delacroix,  twenty-one  years old, and already  she  moved  like  music  made flesh.  Every  gesture—tying  the  ribbons  of  her  ballet  shoes,  brushing  her  long  dark  hair,  or opening the  lace curtains to let  in sunlight—seemed  infused with purpose. She was a dancer, a student, and, above all, a soul deeply rooted in faith. Mornings in the Delacroix home began not with  rush  or  noise,  but  with  quiet  reverence.  Her  mother  would  hum  hymns  while  setting  the table, her father reading from the family Bible before leaving for the pharmacy he and his wife had built together over two decades.

The  Delacroix  family  lived  in  an  elegant  hillside  mansion—an  inheritance  of  both  success  and service.  The  marble  floors  gleamed,  the tall  windows opened to  fragrant  gardens,  and  art  lined the  walls  in  gentle  harmony.  Yet the truest  symbol  of  their  home  was  not  the  grandeur  but  the Bible that sat open on a wooden stand in the living room, its pages worn from years of use. It rested beside a vase of peonies, fresh each week, and a photograph of Rose’s grandparents—the
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