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Introduction

If it seems like Prince Philip has been around forever, then his age certainly proves it. No matter what people may think of him – or more importantly the words that have slipped out of his mouth – one thing is clear: the Duke is an icon of the royal family and a reminder of a time when the world was a different place.

For all of Philip’s “gaffes”, “blunders”, “off-the-cuff remarks” – or any other euphemism you care to think of – he has done his best, in all his long years of royal service, to keep the monarchy memorable, relevant, human even. To his family, he may have been an occasional thorn in the side, but to the public he has been the thorn that has pricked and tickled their attention every time they started to forget the monarchy was still even there.

For as rude, senseless or derogatory as many of Philip’s wisecracks and quips have appeared – as you’ll see inside these pages – at the root of this royal is a very funny man who, seemingly, never took life too seriously. And for that, the British public have come to embrace him as that embarrassing/harmless/charming uncle type at weddings who can get a bit lairy and out of control. Of course, it’s those people that make you remember the moment – and you really do miss them when they’re no longer there...

So that is precisely why this salute to Prince Philip is here: the perfect pocket-sized companion – call it a souvenir – of perhaps the only member of the royal family who has ever seemed real (and who perhaps could have been a stand-up comedian in another life). This tiny tome is a celebration of his extraordinary life in the service of his subjects, as well a compilation of his best (and worst) one-liners, in his own imitable style.

Enjoy…!





Chapter 1 
King’s Speech

Philip, prince, earl, duke, baron, king – no matter what you call him, one thing is clear: he loves to playfully engage with his subjects. Even if it doesn’t always go according to royal etiquette…






[image: Open quotation]


Dentopedalogy is the science of opening your mouth and putting your foot in it. I have been practising it for years.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, in an address to the Dental Council Meeting, 1960.




[image: Open quotation]


I know I am rude. But it’s fun.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, 1942 (at the age of 21).




[image: Open quotation]


I rather doubt whether anyone has ever been genuinely shocked by anything I have said.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, in an interview, 1999.




[image: Open quotation]


We live in what virtually amounts to a museum – which does not happen to a lot of people.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, about Buckingham Palace, 1964.




[image: Open quotation]


Well, that’s more than you know about anything else then.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, speaking to the beloved BBC newsreader, Michael Buerk, after being told by him that he know nothing about the Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Awards, 2004.




[image: Open quotation]


My son owns them.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, having been asked during a Canadian tour whether he “knew of the Scilly Isles”, 2010.




[image: Open quotation]


What the hell are they playing at?


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, after hearing of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle’s plans to cease all royal duties, 2020.




Smashing Fact No.1

Philip was 13 years old when he met his future wife, Elizabeth. They were both attending the wedding of Princess Marina of Greece and the Duke of Kent in 1934. Elizabeth was eight at the time. The pair met again five years later.






[image: Open quotation]


Every time I talk to a woman they say I’ve been to bed with her. Well, I’m bloody flattered at my age to think some girl is interested in me. It’s absolutely cuckoo.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, discussing his “womanizing” claims, to BBC interviewer Jeremy Paxman, 2006.




[image: Open quotation]


I reckon I have done something right if I don’t appear in the media. So I’ve retreated – quite consciously – so as not to be an embarrassment.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, discussing his reduced royal visibility, to BBC interviewer Jeremy Paxman, 2006.




[image: Open quotation]


I would be arrested if I unzipped that dress.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, to a well-wisher in Bromley (who was wearing a dress with a vertical zip on the front), during a Diamond Jubilee visit with the Queen, 2012.




[image: Open quotation]


Who do you sponge off?


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, speaking with a group of women at a Chadwell Heath Community Centre in Barking and Dagenham, 2015.




[image: Open quotation]


I hear you’re an actor? Well, I was given a DVD player for Christmas and I can’t work out whether I put the green cord in or the red cord.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, to Academy Award-winning actor Cate Blanchett when she told him she worked “in the film industry”, 2008.




[image: Open quotation]


Yak, yak, yak. Come on… get a move on.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, to the Queen, from the deck of HMY Britannia in Belize, 1994. (Elizabeth was on the dock talking to her hosts.)




[image: Open quotation]


Is that a terrorist?


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, pointing towards a tall man with a bushy ginger beard while walking to Sandringham’s St Mary Magdalene Church, 2017.




[image: Open quotation]


Wind farms are absolutely useless and an absolute disgrace.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, speaking to Esbjorn Wilmar, a managing director of a wind farm*, 2011.

*Mr Wilmar suggested that the Duke put wind turbines on his estate. Philip replied: “You stay away from my estate, young man!”




[image: Open quotation]


If the man had succeeded in abducting Anne, she would have given him a hell of a time while in captivity.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, after a gunman was foiled trying to kidnap his daughter, the Princess Royal, 1974.




[image: Open quotation]


I declare this thing open, whatever it is.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, during a state visit to Canada, 1969.




[image: Open quotation]


Are you asking me if the Queen is going to die?


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, being asked when the Prince of Wales would succeed to the throne, 2017.




[image: Open quotation]


God, I don’t want to live to be a hundred, I can’t imagine anything worse.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, on his centenary, to biographer Gyles Brandreth, 2004.




[image: Open quotation]


I’m not going to be drawn into speculating on that. All I’ll say is that I’ve tried to help keep it going while I’ve been here.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, on the future of the monarchy, and whether Charles will become king, to biographer Gyles Brandreth, 2004.




[image: Open quotation]


Where was home? Wherever I happened to be. It was no great deal. I just lived my life.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, on the subject of his dysfunctional childhood, for a BBC documentary, 2011.




[image: Open quotation]


I was not the least aware I was any different from any of the other [schoolchildren]. It’s true I had this title of Prince, but it’s surprising how you can live it down.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, reflecting on his schooldays, 2011.




[image: Open quotation]


Still downtrodden, then?


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, at a women’s centre in Hull, 2009.




[image: Open quotation]


You can’t have been here that long – you haven’t got a pot belly.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, to a British tourist during a tour of Budapest, 1993.




[image: Open quotation]


Keep your heads above water.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, to Hull City council leader, following a day meeting victims of flooding that decimated large parts of the city, 2009.




[image: Open quotation]


How do you keep the natives off the booze long enough to pass the test?


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, to a Scottish driving instructor, 1995.




[image: Open quotation]


Ah! You’re the one who wrote the letter. So you can write then? Ha, ha! Well done.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, during a meeting with a teenager who had invited the Queen to visit Essex, 2003.





Chapter 2 
Royal Flush

According to those who know the prince, they consider him a quick wit and as sharp as a pin, even if sometimes his intellect got the better of him. You have been warned!






[image: Open quotation]


In the first years of the Queen’s reign, the level of adulation – you wouldn’t believe it, you really wouldn’t. It could have been corroding. It would have been very easy to play to the gallery, but I took a conscious decision not to do that. Safer not to be too popular. You can’t fall too far.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, in an interview for his ninetieth birthday, 2011.




[image: Open quotation]


It looks as though it was put in by an Indian*.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip offers his opinion of a fuse box during a tour of a Scottish factory, 1999.

*”I meant to say cowboys. I just got my cowboys and Indians mixed up,” he later clarified.




[image: Open quotation]


Ghastly.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip’s opinion of Beijing, during a 1986 tour of China.




[image: Open quotation]


It’s a vast waste of space.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, speaking to 2,000 guests at the reception of a new £18m British Embassy in Berlin, which the Queen had just opened.




[image: Open quotation]


If it has four legs and it is not a chair, if it has got two wings and it flies but is not an aeroplane and if it swims and it is not a submarine, the Cantonese will eat it.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, chairing a World Wildlife Fund meeting, 1986.




[image: Open quotation]


There’s a lot of your family in tonight.


[image: Close quotation]


Philip, to business chief Atul Patel’s name badge during a
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