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​​The “Pray It Forward” Forward

[image: Hands of an elderly person and a younger person exchanging a book in a warmly lit room. A potted plant and curtain are in the background.]Dear Friends,

As many of you know, writing is more than just a passion for me – it's a calling. It's a way to share the messages of hope, faith, and love that have profoundly touched my own life. And as a fellow believer, I cherish the connection I feel with each of you who takes the time to read my books.


Today, I'm excited to share a new initiative that I hope will deepen that connection and spread blessings far and wide. I'm calling it "Pray It Forward," and it's a simple way for us to create a ripple effect of faith and community.




Here's how it works:

When you finish reading one of my books, I invite you to do three things:

	Leave Your Mark: On the flyleaf (that blank page at the very beginning), write your name and the date you completed the book. Think of it as marking a moment in your journey with the story.

	Offer a Prayer: Here's where the "Pray It Forward" part comes in. I encourage you to add a short prayer or blessing for the next person who will hold this book in their hands. It could be a prayer for guidance, for comfort, for joy – whatever the Spirit leads you to share.

	Pass It On: Now, it's time for the book to continue its journey. Please share it with a friend, a family member, a neighbor, or even leave it somewhere for a stranger to find. The goal is to keep the book moving, carrying your prayers and the book's message to new hearts.


––––––––

Why "Pray It Forward?"

This idea came to me as I was reflecting on the power of stories to connect us. Books can be bridges, linking us to one another through shared experiences and the truths they convey. And when we add the element of prayer, we infuse those stories with an even deeper purpose.

	It creates a community: Imagine the number of lives a single book can touch as it passes from hand to hand! We become connected, not just as readers, but as fellow travelers on this path of faith.

	It extends the message: As your books travel, the core messages of my writing – messages that I hope resonate with your spirit – will reach new people, perhaps even those who wouldn't have encountered them otherwise.

	It blesses both giver and receiver: There's a special joy in both offering a blessing and receiving one. "Pray It Forward" allows us to participate in that cycle of giving and receiving grace.


––––––––

Let's Get Started!

I'm so excited to see where our books will go and the lives they will touch. To help us track their journey, feel free to contact me on social media when you pass a book along. I'd love to hear your stories!

Thank you for being such a fantastic community of readers. May God bless you richly as we embark on this journey of sharing, prayer, and connection.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Don Vitalle

​Welcome to My Little Corner of Faith... and Fun!

Hey there! So, you know how some people are passionate about knitting sweaters for cats? Well, my jam is spreading the light of Christ through my writing and music. Yep, no yarn involved here—just a whole lot of love and a sprinkle of divine inspiration!

What’s This Book All About?

This book is like a cozy coffee shop where we can sip on some spiritual caffeine together. Here, you’ll find:

	Devotional Insights: Think of these as your spiritual espresso shots—quick, strong, and guaranteed to perk up your day!

	Personal Stories: Get ready for some tales that might make you laugh, cry, or at least roll your eyes. Spoiler alert: they usually involve me tripping over my own faith.

	Reflections on Faith: Deep thoughts that might make you ponder life’s mysteries, like what makes Teflon stick to the pan? (Okay, maybe not that deep.)


So, buckle up, grab your favorite snacks (I recommend cassatelle ala Siciliana — Shh! It's a secret), and let’s dive into this adventure of faith together! My Sicilian heart is to share the light of Christ through my writing and music. This book extends that mission, offering devotional thoughts, personal stories, and reflections on living a faith-filled life.

[image: ][image: A person sitting in a chair]Don Vitalle is a Pastor, Christian author, veteran, and musician whose writings and music reflect a lifetime of faith and service. He served in the United States Air Force and spent years as a professional singer and composer before dedicating himself to writing Christian devotionals and books. 

Don and his wife, Anne, co-wrote “The Loaves and Fishes Global Orphan Cooking Class.” It is a fantastic initiative that aims to teach essential cooking skills to those living in at-risk situations. The program provides course materials worldwide to facilitate on-site cooking classes, where authorized trainers teach basic cooking skills and prepare traditional meals that are healthy, economical, and delicious. This initiative not only provides additional skill sets and a clear end goal for institutions but also fosters an atmosphere of self-help and accomplishment among its students. It is currently being used successfully in Kenya and the Philippines. 

Don lives in Florida with his beloved wife, Anne (with an "e"), where he continues to create music and share his faith.

All Scripture notations are taken from the World English Bible (WEB).
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​Insights ~
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​Blood-Chess

[image: ]


Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage, be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”

[image: Two Viking figures with skull helmets intensely play chess. The board has skull-themed pieces on a wooden table. The mood is tense.]How many battles have been fought since the beginning of time? How many wars? How can the death and destruction that resulted from all of the needless aggressions of Man be measured? The exact answer to these questions doesn’t matter; the result is still a waste of human lives. Wars are still being waged to this day. And because of the sheer number of conflicts, humanity has developed war into an art form. Hostility, al la Sun Tzu! Julius Caesar, Alexander the Great, Genghis Khan, Napoleon Bonaparte, Ulysses S. Grant, and Adolph Hitler played blood-chess with entire generations. Depending on who or when you asked, they were all intensely loved or passionately hated.

Today, campaign strategies, casualty reports, missile trajectories, and troop movements have all been reduced to formulae on a laptop, impersonally held by someone usually far from the front lines and the sounds of death.  Computerized slaughter might appear to desensitize one to the carnage, but death is death. Sons and daughters will never again sit at a holiday banquet table. Birthdays of fallen heroes now bring heartbreak and tears instead of cake and presents. Too many candles have been extinguished. Nevertheless, my friends, wars still rage!

One prerequisite for bringing order to the chaos of war is the necessity of following orders. Chains of command are established to ensure that authority is clearly defined and understood, identifying who has been given the authority to lead and issue orders. Every person involved needs to understand their place in this chain, who we command, and who commands us. But one thing needs to be perfectly clear: orders must be obeyed from the top down! “Are we clear?” “Crystal!”

Moses had recently died, and Joshua immediately received a field promotion (probably with a substantial “bump” in pay!) God commanded him to lead all of Israel across the Jordan River and enter the land that God had promised to Moses. He told Joshua that every place he put his foot was Israel’s land. If anyone disputed his claim to the inheritance the Israelites were given, they would not be able to stand against you. And, believe me, there were plenty of disputes. Nevertheless, God was not only with them; He would be their constant companion, always ready with unwavering support. God told Joshua, “I will be your Commander-in-Chief. I will fight all your battles, and Josh, I haven’t lost one yet!”

And now, God gives the order: “Be strong and courageous.” God told him not to be frightened. He knew what was ahead of them. More importantly, He knew that Israel’s memory was pretty short—their ability to recall miracle after miracle seemed to fade with each new trial or inconvenience. But God promised them they would all be okay if they didn’t turn to the right or left and kept His Word in their hearts. In other words, if you follow My orders, you’ll be fine. Did they follow orders? Yes, they did... for a little while. 

But that was then, and this is now. Do we still follow orders? Do we still understand who will always be our Commander-in-Chief? Do we question His authority? Do we believe we have enough strength and courage to continue our battles? Do we realize that someday, there will be no more wars? Fact! We are not alone. God is still with us in Jesus the Christ! Emmanuel – “God with us!” Fact! Sure, it’s not always easy to obey, but when we follow the Lord's battle plans, it's empowering. It’s exciting and energizing. We know that victory is right around the corner, and we are all an integral part of His army... as long as we follow His orders!

“Squad! Attention!” Respond, “Yes, Lord! We’re ready for Your command!”

I don’t know what you’ve heard, but the truth is... "Have I not commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage, be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest." - Joshua 1:9
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​​The "Hurrieder" I Go, the "Behinder" I Get!
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Romans 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good, to them that love God, to them who are called according to his purpose.”

[image: Child with surprised expression crouches, holding an empty ice cream cone, looking at dropped scoop on a brick path. Bright, warm lighting.]“Nothing seems to be going my way! What am I doing wrong? I can’t seem to handle the simplest thing! It looks like I’m having ‘one of those days’ for three weeks straight! I hope no one is watching!” Guess what? Someone’s always watching!

Sound familiar? Does that voice in your head sound remarkably like your own? If it does, welcome to the “Club.” This “Club” doesn’t have an exclusive membership. They’ll let anybody in! Unlike what Groucho Marx once quipped: “I wouldn’t belong to a club that would let someone like me be a member!” You’re not the only one who has had “off” days. But sometimes those days are so far “off” that it’s hard to imagine they’ll ever be “on” again.

Life on this planet seems to adhere to its own agenda, not ours. “Wait! What?” Our life is moving along pretty smoothly when “Wham!” something causes the kite string that’s holding it all together to snap! We don’t know how or why it happened. We’re too busy trying to snatch back the frayed end, swiftly disappearing out of reach. Likewise, today’s world is swiftly spinning out of control, and we’re “busy getting dizzy” from the carnival ride. None of these reactions moves us any closer to a calm and controlled life. Why is that? Quite probably because we’re overreacting to things we can never control!

Mr. Isaac Newton defined the laws of motion, helping us understand why things move in a particular manner within our physical realm.

Law 1: An object will not change its motion unless a force acts on it.

Law 2: An object is equal to its mass times acceleration.

Law 3: When two objects interact, they apply forces of equal magnitude and opposite direction to each other.

Fact! The movement within our lives will never be constant or unvarying. We get into trouble when we refuse to believe that simple fact. This is when old Isaac’s laws become enforced.

Law 1: In this life, we walk a composed but somewhat lively path, up until our dearest friend dies. Application: We are not immortal!

Law 2: The quicker we try to speed through our journey, the less we seem to accomplish. Application: Haste makes waste. “The hurrieder I go, the behinder I get!” Quote: Maria Hutsko-Vitalle, my Mom.

Law 3: Some people we interact with seem to thwart any progress in our lives. Application: The concepts of boundaries and compatibility need to be observed.

Thank God, our Father in Heaven doesn’t have to obey Man’s laws. Sorry, Isaac! (But tell your brother I still love his cookies!) When we recognize God’s will, we dimly see His purpose for us. As the picture becomes clearer, we will realize the good He had planned for us all along. Sometimes, His plan takes years, or even decades, longer than we expect. Sometimes, His purpose crystallizes instantly. Either way, His Word says that “all things” are orchestrated and choreographed for our benefit. Not “some things.” Not “most things.” “All” things work together for good! Like a beautiful ballet composed by Il Maestro, we must constantly watch and listen for His purpose. 

God has a reason for us, calling us to be put into action. So, my friends, our lives need to remain flexible and adaptable. We need to go with His flow! (This next thing is essential.) We need to be ready and willing to stay obedient to His will. He’s got enough dead bulls and dove fillets from past sacrifices. Fact! All He wants is our obedience.

Application: When people ask you how you’re doing, you can answer, “This is the best day of my life!” Then you can tell them why!

I don’t know what you’ve heard, but the truth is... “And we know that all things work together for good, to them that love God, to them who are called according to his purpose.”

Romans 8:28
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​​The Taste of Honey
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Psalm 34:8 “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man that trusteth in Him.”

[image: Wooden spoon drizzles golden honey onto a person's fingers against a soft-focus background, creating a warm, inviting feel.]For two wonderful weeks, I recently explored the magnificent Berkshires region within the United States. Having my beautiful wife, Anne, who grew up there, as my guide made exploring this incredible area an even deeper delight. The trees, freshly adorned in their vibrant spring green, painted the landscape along the winding roads that snaked through the rolling Berkshire mountains. For five precious days, our lake cabin on the peaceful shore of Big Pond Lake became a serene refuge, far removed from the clamor of everyday life: a perfect setting for writing my next blog.

I was reading a sermon by Jonathan Edwards, a mid-1700s preacher born in this area. He became a renowned American revivalist, preacher, and philosopher, best known for writing “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” a classic in early American literature. He was regarded as one of America’s most important and original philosophical theologians.

In Stockbridge, Massachusetts, he delivered a message to his congregation, focusing on their understanding of faith and its role in their lives. People already knew Jesus had died for their sins. They were well aware that God loved them. They could quote Scripture and verse for many of the tenets of Christianity. They had the facts, the data. However, all that information had not yet been fully absorbed into their hearts to have a lasting impact on their lives.

Mr. Edwards gave an analogy of a man who had never tasted honey. For whatever reason, he never chose honey as his sweetener du jour. However, he had many friends who told him about honey's particular attributes: the amber color, viscosity, and smell. He was informed about how bees pollinate flowers, how pollen is gathered, how it is stored in hives in apiaries, and how it is harvested, as well as all the pertinent information regarding honey. If asked what he knew about honey, he would expound on all the knowledge he had acquired regarding it. He thought he had learned a lot about honey. He proclaimed himself a ‘honey expert.’

But not until years after his ‘honey education’ did he have the opportunity to taste it. One morning, he saw the honeypot sitting on the kitchen table. He pondered why he'd never craved its actual taste, why all his 'honey knowledge' stayed on the sidelines, never truly savoring or absorbing it. Raising the dipper from the jar, he transferred a glistening drop to his fingertip. He then brought the golden syrup to his tongue, and in that precise moment, he understood honey in a way he never had before. The intellectual barrier dissolved; its true essence and complete experience were finally undeniably real.

The time between his ‘honey education’ and his first taste was a period of “knowing without really knowing.” So it is with many Christians. They have yet to taste and experience the riches that God has for them. All their “knowledge” has yet to be transferred to their hearts. They “know without knowing.”

Head knowledge serves its purpose, but the experiential wisdom — knowledge truly embraced by the heart — proves most profound.

Psalm 34:8 "Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man that trusteth in Him.”
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​​Hey! Don’t talk to Me About Religion! The Power of Faith
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[image: Child in a grey shirt is happily reaching out to an adult in a blue shirt on a grassy hill, under warm sunlight with a blurred green background.]OK. No religious talk. How about Faith? I understand that a lot of folks have bad feelings about religion. I get it. But do me a favor. Press pause on the reason for your choice for the time it takes to read the rest of this post. You might find the answer to something you've been searching for a long, long time. Incidentally, you’re in good company. Do you know who else didn't like religion? Jesus, the Christ. Religious people killed Him!

Let's be honest, life can sometimes feel like a runaway rollercoaster with “glitchy” controls. When things get bumpy – and they will get bumpy – a lot of us find ourselves reaching for something bigger than ourselves. That's where faith swoops in, cape flowing, ready to catch us before we totally wipe out. Think of faith as your personal superhero sidekick, providing a much-needed anchor when the waves of adversity are trying their best to capsize your boat.

In this blog post, I'm going to dive headfirst into the magnificent, sometimes messy, world of faith. I'll explore how it acts like a personal therapist for your brain, a bicep builder for your resilience, and a GPS for navigating those ridiculously twisty turns life throws our way. Plus, I'll even share some straightforward—and totally actionable—tips to help you tap into that power like a pro. So, buckle up, buttercup – it's going to be a faith-filled ride!

Faith isn't just about going to church or following a specific religion. At its heart, it's about trust, belief, and hope. When we talk about the power of faith, we're talking about how it can inspire us to keep going, even when life throws its most brutal punches. It turns out that having a strong sense of faith can actually be a massive boost to your mental well-being. Studies, like one in the American Journal of Psychiatry, have even shown that people who actively engage in spiritual practices often feel less anxious and depressed. Why? Well, it could be thanks to things like the tremendous community support you get, feeling like you truly belong, and just the overall comfort faith provides.

For example, a faith-based community often rallies around its members when times get tough. Whether it's through prayer groups, helping out with community projects, or just being there to listen, the collective strength of shared beliefs can be a real lifesaver.

Resilience is your superpower for bouncing back after a challenge. And guess what? Faith plays a huge part in building that up! When faced with sticky situations, folks often lean on their beliefs for guidance. And here's a neat trick to build that resilience even more: practicing gratitude.

Research shows that being grateful can significantly alter how you perceive challenges. Seriously! Finding the good stuff when things are tough often takes a little faith that things will get better. So, try taking a few minutes each day to think about what you're thankful for. This simple habit can significantly shift your mindset and help you see past whatever struggles you're currently dealing with. Imagine jotting down your thoughts in a cozy journal, maybe with a warm candle glowing nearby – pure reflection time!

Another great way to boost your faith is by immersing yourself in inspirational texts. Many people find great comfort in scripture, especially in the uplifting messages and healing verses found in the Bible. If possible, try incorporating some of those verses into your daily routine. They can offer a great deal of solace and guidance, helping you navigate all of life's ups and downs. If you want to dig deeper, you can find more about those healing verses in the Bible!

Want to get better at handling whatever life throws your way? Nurturing and strengthening your faith can be a super proactive approach. Here are some easy ways to do just that:

	Daily Chill Time: Set aside a few minutes every day for quiet reflection. This can be achieved through prayer, meditation, or simply spending time in a peaceful spot.

	Connect with Your Crew: Spend time with people who share your beliefs. This can be in a formal group or just casual meetups. Discussing your ups and downs can help you feel less isolated. As a Christian author and veteran living in Florida, I can attest firsthand to the importance of a good community.

	Read Up! Dive into spiritual books or any other material that inspires you. These might include religious texts, self-help books, or inspiring stories that encourage you to grow and be resilientGet into a Groove: Create a daily spiritual routine that includes moments of gratitude, reflection, and connection. This routine can set a positive tone for your day.


When things get tough, it's incredible how often communities pull together. Faith can be that superglue that holds people closer, helping to build relationships based on mutual respect and, well, love!

It's essential to have a place where folks feel safe sharing their struggles and even their wins. You may want to consider starting or joining a support group in your community that focuses on faith, healing, or personal growth. These get-togethers can offer a great deal of comfort and make you feel like you truly belong, especially during tough times.

This sense of togetherness that comes with faith can also extend to volunteering. Helping others often gives you a fresh perspective and can strengthen your faith. When you lend a hand, you may find joy in the act and be reminded of the resilience you and your community truly possess.

Get this: studies show that having strong faith can lead to better physical health! People who practice their faith tend to have lower blood pressure, less stress, and generally feel healthier. This connection likely stems from the numerous benefits faith brings to your mind, such as easing anxiety, providing better coping mechanisms, and connecting you with a supportive community. Plus, regular spiritual practices like prayer or meditation can seriously help you relax and de-stress. When you're more relaxed, you're better equipped to handle any physical health issues that arise.

Understanding the power of faith during tough times means being willing to approach your journey with an open mind and heart. Faith isn't just a "set it and forget it" kind of thing; it's a constantly moving process, shaped by your experiences and reflections.

As you figure out your path, remember that it's perfectly okay to question, doubt, and explore. Surround yourself with people who support your journey and engage in practices that genuinely resonate with your beliefs. Your faith can evolve significantly, so stay open to new ideas and insights.

So, here's the bottom line: faith is a powerful tool that can guide us through all of life's craziness. By understanding its importance and practicing it regularly, we can see a significant positive impact on both our mental and physical well-being. Whether you find strength through quiet reflection, leaning on your community, or immersing yourself in inspiring books, remember that faith can gently hold you when things feel uncertain.

Go on, harness the power of faith in your life! Let it inspire your resilience and bring warmth to your heart. When times get tough, it can truly be your best friend, leading you to a place of hope and strength. Speaking of hope, I hope these few minutes have given you something to think about. I have faith in you. 

“Now, back to our regularly scheduled programming.”
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​​The Divine GPS – God’s Positioning System
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[image: A person kneels before a glowing GPS map on a digital screen, set in a dreamy, mountainous landscape with a path leading forward.]Alright, buckle up, fellow travelers on this grand adventure called life! We're about to embark on a quest, a divine treasure hunt, to find God’s will for our lives. Now, before you imagine me in a theological robe, solemnly stroking my beard, let's keep this light, casual, and maybe even sprinkle in a few chuckles. Think of this less as a sermon and more as a friendly chat over a good cup of coffee.

For years, the phrase "God's will" conjured images in my mind of complicated riddles, cryptic signs, and perhaps a celestial pop quiz I was destined to fail. Was it a giant cosmic flowchart? A choose-your-own-adventure book with only one correct ending? And what if I picked the wrong page? Would I accidentally end up as a professional kazoo player in a faraway land when I was clearly meant to be a world-renowned expert on the optimal temperature for grilling cheese sandwiches? (Whew! Talk about a run-on sentence!!)

The good news, my friends, is that God’s will is far less about divine trickery and far more about a loving, intentional relationship. It’s not some hidden Easter egg hunt where only the super-spiritual get the prize. It’s more like a divine GPS (God's Positioning System). And thankfully, it comes with a much friendlier voice than the one that announces "recalculating!" after I miss a turn I clearly saw coming.

Let’s kick things off with a verse that should probably be tattooed on the inside of every believer’s eyelids, because it’s a game-changer. Jeremiah 29:11 declares, "For I know the plans I that I think towards for you,” saith the Lord, “thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you an expected end."

Boom! Right there. This isn’t some cosmic lottery where God is hoping you draw the short straw. He’s got plans, and they’re good plans. Plans for your prosperity, not your peril. Plans for hope, not despair. A future, not a dead end. This isn't the divine equivalent of that one relative who always gives you socks for Christmas. This is a God who genuinely wants good things for you!

Think about it: if you’re a loving parent or grandparent, do you sit around plotting how to make your kids’ lives miserable? "Hmm, let’s see... I think I’ll hide all their favorite snacks and replace them with Brussels sprouts, or when they ask a question, tell them “to figure it out for yourself!” No, you don’t! You want them to thrive, to be happy, to succeed. And our heavenly Father, the ultimate good Parent, feels that same way infinitely more.

Now, does "prosper" always mean winning the lottery or living in a mansion? Probably not in the way our earthly minds sometimes define it. However, it means flourishing, growing, and experiencing God's blessings in all aspects of your life, spiritual, emotional, and, yes, even practical. It’s about being truly alive in Him.

And while we’re busy making our daily to-do lists, God's still got the master plan. Proverbs 19:21 reminds us, "there are many devices in a man’s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand." It's like we're drawing up blueprints for a magnificent treehouse, but God's already designed the entire forest ecosystem. Our plans are good, but His purpose is ultimately what stands. This takes a lot of pressure off. It's not about being omniscient, but about trusting the One who is.

Speaking of plans, have you ever felt like you’re just kind of... winging it? Like you’re wandering through life hoping to stumble upon your purpose? Well, here’s a beautiful truth from Ephesians 2:10: "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them."

Hold on a minute. "God’s workmanship"? That means you’re not some cosmic accident, a random splash of paint on the canvas of existence. You are a masterpiece! A divinely crafted original, with no two alike. And this masterpiece was created “to good works.” Not just any works, mind you, but ones God “ordained,” prepared in advance for you.

Imagine being a professional singer and musician, as I was, and knowing that every note, every chord, every lyric was part of a song God wrote just for you. Or being an author, realizing that the very words you put on paper, the stories you tell, are part of a divine narrative. As a Christian author, I can tell you that there is a unique joy in seeing how your gifts, your experiences, and your very personality are all part of God's magnificent design for the "good works" He has in store for you. It's not about forcing yourself into a mold, but about stepping into the unique shape God has already given you.

So, if you’ve been feeling lost, like a sock without a partner in the laundry basket of life, take heart! You are a perfectly matched pair with a purpose. Your task isn’t to invent your purpose, but to discover and step into the one God already custom-fitted for you.

Now, how do we find these pre-prepared good works? How do we understand this divine GPS? Well, thankfully, God didn't just give us a car and no map. He gave us His Word. Psalm 119:105 beautifully states, "Thy word is a lamp to my feet, a light to my path."

Imagine trying to navigate the backroads of Florida in pitch black without headlights. You’d probably end up in a swamp, or worse, at an overcrowded tourist trap. God’s Word is that light. It illuminates the path, showing us where to step and where not to. It’s not just a collection of ancient stories; it’s a living, breathing guide to God’s character, His desires, and His will for humanity and us individually.

And here’s where the "renewing of your mind" comes in. Romans 12:2 tells us, "And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable, and perfect will of God."

This verse is gold! It’s not about trying to fit into the world’s mold. It’s about actively letting God change the way we think. It’s like hitting the "reset" button on our worldview, allowing God’s truth to replace all the world’s noise. When our minds are transformed, our "spiritual taste buds" become attuned to God's "good, pleasing, and perfect will." We start to see it not as a puzzle, but as something that naturally comes from our refreshed way of thinking.

And don’t forget the Holy Spirit! As a former professional singer, I know the importance of listening to the conductor. The Holy Spirit is our divine conductor, guiding us with an inner whisper. John 10:27 says, "My sheep hear my voice and I know them, and they follow me." If you’re a sheep (and spiritually speaking, we all are!), then you have a Shepherd, and He speaks. Learning to discern His voice takes practice, like tuning a guitar, but it’s a skill worth cultivating. It's often not a booming voice from the clouds, but a gentle nudge, a quiet conviction, or a sense of peace that settles over you as you pray and seek Him.

While some aspects of God's will are about personal guidance, others are as clear as a sunny Florida sky. These are the non-negotiables, the universal truths that apply to everyone, everywhere, at all times. Think of them as the divine traffic laws – ignoring them leads to spiritual fender-benders, or worse.

1 Thessalonians 4:3 gets right to the point: "For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from lewdness." Yep, God wants us to be holy. Not stuffy and boring, but set apart for Him, pure in thought and deed. This is about our character, our integrity, and our relationship with Him. It's about living a life that honors Him in every area.

Then there’s the big one, the one that sometimes feels out of reach: 1 Thessalonians 5:18, "In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” In all circumstances? Even when the cat just threw up on the new rug? Even when the internet goes out right in the middle of your favorite show? Yes, even then. This isn't about pretending everything is perfect, but about cultivating a heart that recognizes God’s sovereignty and goodness even in the messy bits of life. It’s acknowledging that God is still on the throne, even when our circumstances feel like a roller coaster on steroids.

And speaking of doing good, 1 Peter 2:15 reminds us, "For so is the will of God, that with well-doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men."1 Living a life of good deeds isn't just about being a nice person; it’s a powerful testimony. It’s about letting our actions speak louder than any words, effectively shutting down those who might criticize or misunderstand our faith. It’s about demonstrating the love of Christ in tangible ways.

Finally, and perhaps most crucially, God's ultimate desire is salvation. 1 Timothy 2:3-4 states, "For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, Who will have all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” This is the heart of God’s will: for everyone to know Him, to experience His saving grace through Jesus Christ. If you’re ever wondering what God wants you to do, start here: know Him, and share Him with others. It’s the ultimate divine calling.

So, knowing all this, what’s our part? It’s a beautiful dance of surrender and obedience. Matthew 7:21 is a strong wake-up call: "Not everyone that saith to me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven." It’s not just about lip service; it’s about life service. Our actions demonstrate the authenticity of our faith.

This isn't about earning salvation, but about living out the salvation we've already received. It’s about aligning our will with His. And when we do, we experience the profound peace that comes from being exactly where God wants us to be.

Think of Proverbs 3:5-6: "Trust in the Lord with all thy heart and lean not to thy own understanding; in all thy ways acknowledge Him, and he will direct your paths.” This is the ultimate "let go and let God" verse. It’s about releasing our need to control every outcome, to figure out every detail. It’s about saying, "God, I don't understand it all, but I trust You. You’ve got this." When we submit our ways to Him, He makes our paths straight, removing obstacles and guiding us with precision. It’s like having a master choreographer for the dance of your life.

And let’s be honest, sometimes we know what God wants us to do, but we just... don’t do it. Maybe it’s procrastination, maybe fear, maybe just plain stubbornness. James 4:17 serves as a gentle (or not-so-gentle) reminder: "Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth not, to him it is sin." Ouch. Wrong turn! “Recalculating, again!” The beauty of God's grace is that He doesn't condemn us for our missteps, but encourages us to get back on track.

Beyond specific tasks or callings, God’s will is profoundly relational. It boils down to the greatest commandments: love God and love others. As Jesus highlights in Mark 12:28-31, the summary of the law is to "And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy
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