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Cruel and callous tricks of the trade

Even apostates and celebrities speak in tongues

But what saith the Scripture?

What actually happened on the day of Pentecost?

She ran out of the church in tears after being unable to speak in tongues

Let us hear the whole conclusion

In 2003 I went to a meeting in South London, England organised by a well-known local evangelist/‘healer.’ At the time I had only been saved around a year or so and didn’t really know what to expect. As a former Catholic such meetings were foreign to me. (Although Rome does have some charismatic priests or ‘healers,’ I had never met any.) Upon arrival, there was a good 75-strong crowd present. We took our seats and sang a couple of great hymns and a very good one called “Have You Met The Man From Galilee,” although the key was too high for me. 

Before the main speaker of the evening was introduced, one of his colleagues, an elderly gentleman, began by telling us how his 85-year-old mother-in-law had finally received Jesus as her own Saviour after 50 years of persistent prayer on his part. Naturally, we all applauded this happy ending to what must have felt like a lifetime of prayer finally being answered. 

As people were still clapping and shouting “Amen,” “Amen,” the elderly man in the pulpit began speaking in some strange ‘language.’ 

At the time, I remember thinking to myself, somewhat naïvely now, how he might have been speaking in Hebrew. Of course, later on I realised that he had in fact been ‘speaking or praying in tongues,’ with others around me also joining in. However, with no interpreter on hand to interpret these ‘tongue speakers,’ this group had already violated at least two areas of Holy Scripture when dealing with the subject of speaking or praying publicly in tongues in a local assembly (1 Corinthians 14:23). 

Throughout the evening I witnessed first-hand people rolling around on the floor, ‘repeat healings;’ one woman crying as someone tried to ‘exorcise her demon out;’ another lady being ‘healed’ of some illness, to later being found outside the building chewing gum, with another ‘healed’ victim puffing away on her cigarette. 

One lady told those present how she’d finally been ‘healed’ from arachnophobia for over twenty years after visiting this London ‘healer’. I came away with mixed feelings about what I’d seen and heard. 

Two weeks later I invited myself along to this preacher's house-church meeting. From memory, there were about seven of us there. 

As the meeting commenced, I found myself feeling even more unsure about them and their doctrine. I recall one black female ‘pastor’ sitting there and when I asked her how she justified her ‘clerical position,’ she and the others became rather irritated with me. I told this female ‘pastor’ that it wasn’t Biblical and showed her the verses (1 Timothy 2:12-15). I got rolling eyes and a slightly wry response. 

As the meeting continued, we all prayed for things of importance to us. During this time more than one person ‘spoke in tongues,’ and again with no interpreter on hand to interpret. I gently pressed the man to my right, as to why he did this (‘speaking in tongues’) and did he understand what he was saying. He told me he had “no idea what he was saying” but seemed to enjoy it, nevertheless. (It probably never crossed his mind that he may in fact have been cursing Christ while blabbering away (1 Corinthians 12:3; 16:22). 

As the meeting came to a close, we had tea and biscuits and so I found myself being able to ask more specific questions to the preacher in question, whose house I had attended. In brief, he tried to convince me that one mustn’t allow doctrine to get in the way of God’s supernatural miracles. He further went on to say that one of the main reasons why people doubt ‘signs and wonders’ today is because they are ‘too educated.’ (But doesn’t 2 Timothy 3:16 tell us that doctrine is of the utmost importance to God, and that is why the Bible was first and foremost written? Without the correct doctrine, all sorts of disastrous doctrines can and will creep into the Church). His answers at that time didn’t convince me whatsoever, and two decades later I still remain of the mindset that what he and others like him are actually offering people is a false hope, the placebo factor, and for some sinister preachers, something nefarious. 

What I had seen at this meeting wasn’t supernatural healings but the same damaged and susceptible people returning week in and week out for their latest spiritual ‘fix.’ Nobody was healed instantly and permanently that night (this is the only sign of an authentic Biblical healer in the Bible). 

During that time I had an illness and yet I wasn’t healed by him or his associates. Was this, as some ‘healers’ proclaim, because I had no faith? I think not. I had adequate faith (probably more than them) but with no healing forthcoming, my conclusion was that such men were not anointed and neither were others I’d later investigate. 

Only afterwards, and after much prayer and patience as I waited on the Potentate of potentates, did He intervene and heal me. I thanked Him profusely at the time, and when I think about it now, I thank Him again! Amen and amen! 

As I have grown in grace since those early and impressionable years, I’ve come to realise that the majority of those that believe in the Jewish Apostolic sign gifts still being for today are also into the erroneous and evil prosperity gospel. For them, they believe and teach how God wants all His children to always be happy, wealthy, and totally free from any illness or ailment. And yet has it never dawned on such advocates of this ‘humanist’ gospel that this is not in fact what God actually wants for His Church? For nobody in the New Testament enjoyed such things all of the time or even some of the time, so why should we in this apostate generation? 
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I have since wondered if the majority of these ‘healers’ may in fact be modern-day sorcerers using magic, mind control, and manipulation to control their ignorant and impressionable victims (Revelation 21:8). 

One of the cruellest and sadistic experiences that one will ever hear about or witness in person is when a severely sick person, after travelling land and sea to be ‘healed’ by a so-called ‘healer,’ is then blamed by such a person for ‘not having enough faith’ to be healed in the first place. Such a person’s presence at a place of ‘healing’ is clear evidence in and of itself that such a person had genuine faith to be healed. 

There were people in Scripture that were healed who didn’t even believe in Jesus. The only ones that were never healed were those that refused to come to Him in the first place in order to be healed.

The late Pentecostal preacher Barry Smith had a daughter who suffered from terrible schizophrenia and dreadful depression for many years. Barry believed very strongly in healing and tongues still being for today, but he was unable to heal his sick daughter and none of his Pentecostal friends or colleagues could either. Tragically his daughter committed suicide in 2000.
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