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Dear Reader,

Did you know there’s a Magic Tree House® book for every kid? From those just starting to read chapter books to more experienced readers, Magic Tree House® has something for everyone, including science, sports, geography, wildlife, history…and always a bit of mystery and magic!

[image: Cover images with descriptions for each series: Magic Tree House; Adventures with Jack and Annie, perfect for readers who are just starting to read chapter books; F&P Level M. Magic Tree House Merlin Missions; More challenging adventures for the experienced Magic Tree House reader; F&P Level M–N. Magic Tree House Super Edition; A longer and more dangerous adventure with Jack and Annie; F&P Level P. Magic Tree House Fact Trackers; Nonfiction companions to your favorite Magic Tree House adventures; F&P Levels N–T]



Happy reading!
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When I write Magic Tree House® adventures, I love including facts about the times and places Jack and Annie visit. But when readers finish these adventures, I want them to learn even more. So that’s why my husband, Will, and my sister, Natalie Pope Boyce, and I write a series of nonfiction books that are companions to the fiction titles in the Magic Tree House® series. We call these books Fact Trackers because we love to track the facts! Whether we’re researching dinosaurs, pyramids, Pilgrims, sea monsters, or cobras, we’re always amazed at how wondrous and surprising the real world is. We want you to experience the same wonder we do—so get out your pencils and notebooks and hit trail with us. You can be a Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker, too!
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Here’s what kids, parents, and teachers have to say about the Magic Tree House® Fact Trackers:


“They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!” —Alexander N.

“I have read every Magic Tree House book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the story.” —John R.

“These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially American Revolution. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!” —Tori Beth S.

“[They] are an excellent ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at what the [Magic Tree House fiction] has started in your imagination! You can’t buy one without the other; they are such a complement to one another.” —Erika N., mom

“Magic Tree House [Fact Trackers] took my children on a journey from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, to so many significant historical events! The detailed manuals are a remarkable addition to the classic fiction Magic Tree House books we adore!” —Jenny S., mom

“[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in Ancient Greece and the Olympics, help create a genuine love for learning!” —Paula H., teacher
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Dear Readers,

In High Time for Heroes, we met Florence Nightingale on the Nile before she became a nurse. Florence is famous for her work with sick and wounded soldiers during the Crimean War. Later, her work made hospitals better and safer places. Florence devoted her life to saving those who were sick or injured. The more we found out about Florence, the more we wondered how many other heroes did the same thing.

So we tracked the facts! After a lot of research, we chose five other incredible people who made the world a better place. Florence Nightingale, Harriet Tubman, Susan B. Anthony, Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., and John Muir were each different, but all of them struggled against great odds to follow their dreams.

None of these heroes gave up. When we finished our research, we felt inspired by their courage and dedication. So let’s start reading and find out just what makes a hero!
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People have always needed heroes. Heroes inspire us to do great things. Our favorite heroes don’t work to have millions of dollars or admiring fans. They believe that there are causes bigger than themselves.

Many heroes have risked hardship, danger, and even death. Their struggles teach us to dream of making a world filled with justice, beauty, and peace instead of violence, hatred, and suffering. True heroes give us hope that if we fight hard enough, this dream just might come true.

A Hero Is Born

Florence Nightingale was born in 1820 to a wealthy family. She and her sister, Parthenope, lived in England in a big house with servants and beautiful gardens.

At this time, girls rarely went to school, so Florence’s father taught his daughters at home. Florence grew up to be a tall, graceful young woman. It was rare then for women from wealthy families to work outside the home. Florence’s parents expected her only to marry and have children like most other young women.

A Calling

But Florence later said that when she was a teenager, she felt a powerful calling from God to help others. She decided to remain single and become a nurse. Florence’s parents were shocked at her choice.


[image: Florence Nightingale]
    Credit 1




Most nurses then had little training. They were usually poor women who did odd jobs at hospitals. Hospitals weren’t like they are today. They were often crowded and dirty. Many were places where the poor came to die, not

[image: Annie! Didn’t doctors know anything about germs? No! It wasn’t until the 1860s that Louis Pasteur’s experiments proved germs existed.]
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