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UNCONDITIONAL LOVE SURVIVES THE BOUNDARIES OF EXISTENCES AND 
GOES FAR BEYOND…

	Samara lived for half a century on the threshold through terrible experiences. Exhausted, she managed to raise her thoughts to God and to be received by selfless benefactors, beginning a new apprenticeship in spirituality.

	After all her studies with plans for blessed charity and welfare work. Samara believes she is ready to reincarnate. She returns to Earth as Camila, a young woman who opts for a rich and comfortable life through the religion that her father embraced, using the name of God for profit.

	Tempting obstacles are placed in Camila's way and she, still young, returns to the spiritual plane. Angry and unable to accept her condition as a disincarnate, Camila returns to the crust with her family, causing disturbance and imbalance.

	But God never abandons his children. Spiritual friends, mainly the spirit Tulio, begin a work of enlightenment to free her from her weaknesses. Camila, little by little, learns various lessons such as the problems of abortion, suicide, greed, the use of the name of God for personal enrichment, and the atonement of incarnate and disincarnate people of different religions, among other themes.

	In The Brightness of the Truth, once again, the spirit Schellida, through the psychographic of Eliana Machado Coelho, brings us valuable knowledge for our spiritual enlightenment, one of the basic requirements for our individual evolution towards God.

	 


About the Medium

	Eliana Machado Coelho was born in Sao Paulo, on October 9. Since she was a little girl, Eliana had always been in contact with Spiritism and the constant presence of the spirit Schellida in her life, who until today is presented as a beautiful girl, delicate, with a sweet smile and always loving, already foreshadowed a solid partnership between Eliana and the sweet mentor for the works that both would carry out together. 

	Time went by, supported by her loving parents and grandparents, and later by her husband and daughter. Eliana, always with Schellida by her side, continued working. After years of study and training in psychographic, in July 1997 the first book was published: Awakening to Life, a work that Schellida wrote in only twenty days. Other works followed, including the present volume The Brightness of Truth, which was published timidly at the time. But Spirituality directed it into a new path of light to be republished. And here is the work, reworked now in its entirety, with the respect and affection that the medium insists on keeping with the task that was entrusted to her. The Brightness of the Truth resurfaces exactly as the spirituality sent it and wished it to be published: with all the emotions and teachings that this beautiful novel offers.

	Aside from the work, curiosities arise about this duo (medium and spirit), which impresses with the beauty of the novels received. One of them is about the origin of the name Schellida: Where does it come from? and Who is Schellida? Eliana tells the name, Schellida, comes from a life story between them and, as a matter of ethics, she will leave the revelation to the mentor herself, because Schellida warned her that she will write a book telling the main points of her earthly trajectory and the loving bond with the medium. For this reason, Schellida once stated that if she had to write books using another medium, she would sign with a different name, to preserve the suitability of the author without putting him through dubious questioning, embarrassing and dispensable situations, once the name of a spirit matters little. What prevails is the moral content and the lofty teachings conveyed through reliable works.

	Eliana and the spirit Schellida have published several books (among them, the acclaimed A Diary in Time, The Return, Awakening to Life, The Right to Be Happy, No Rules for Loving and A Reason to Live, all published by the World Spiritist Institute). Other unpublished works will be produced soon, in addition to the old works that will be to be re-edited. 

	In this way, the spirit Schellida guarantees that the task is extensive and there is a long way to go for both of them, who will always continue together bringing teachings about love on the spiritual plane, the concrete consequences of the Law of Harmonization, about happiness and the conquest of each one of us because good always wins when there is faith.
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	To the readers

	Fellow readers,

	I could not present this literary work to you without some respectable and responsible explanations. After the end of the psychographics of the first book Awakening to Life, I began a new mediumistic work with my dear mentor, Schellida. Besides, during other psychographic tasks at the Spiritist Association, I have started to receive messages with a totally different handwriting from the mentor Schellida and other spirits already known in my mediumistic works. Only that unknown letter signed the communications as “A friendly spirit”, but sometime later, it was signed by André Luiz.

	Faced with the messages signed with the name of the illustrious Spirit André Luiz, which arrived almost constantly, I confess that incredulity invaded my thoughts: “Could it be a joking spirit? An experiment or a proof to test my vanity and my character?”. I did not know how to answer. 

	It was when, once again, the sweet consolation of the kind words of my mentor and friend Schellida came to me, guiding me: “In front of doubt and insecurity, have responsibility, resignation, and faith.  The Heavenly Father always manifests his presence and his truth when we least expect it and on the simplest occasions. Wait. 

	I prayed for a solution and I continued my psychographic work without any fuss.

	I could not expose those messages, even though they were of important moral character, without being sure of the spiritual authorship. To my greatest surprise and concern, during the psychographics of this book, the participation and sublime teachings of the dear Spirit André Luiz appeared. Although it was a work done with my mentor Schellida, she did not manifest herself, leaving me to choose through free will, the path of vanity or responsibility. My cautiousness and consideration for the work prevailed and, because of this, I reserved the psychographics of the book and the messages. It was on September 1997.

	Only my husband André and a few friends, I trusted to show those mediumistic works. The handwriting of dear Schellida is completely different from the other whose authorship was said to be of André Luiz. The friends who read the messages said, they were sure it was from the dear instructor and Spirit André Luiz due to his style, richness in details, ample explanations, masterly teachings that elucidate without hurting our weaknesses and made many other notes that added even more weight to my doubts. 

	Without belittling the attention and encouragement received from them I must admit that I needed a more conclusive proof. Always remembering the guidance of mentor Schellida, I waited with resignation and faith, expecting the manifestation of the truth on a simple occasion. For this reason, I kept the messages and the psychographics of this work, “filing” all that in my memory. Afterwards, the sublime spirit Schellida and I began the psychographics of the third book without the noble mentor criticising my decision.

	On March 9, 1998, a friend and his wife invited me and my husband to go to Uberaba, Minas Gerais, to clarify the doubts with the dear medium Chico Xavier about the polemic messages and the psychographed book. 

	On Saturday, March 14th, 1998, at 1 pm, we arrived at the Prayer Spiritist Group, in Uberaba - Minas Gerais. The meeting was scheduled for 8 o'clock.

	I waited.

	In the House of Prayer, the friends who helped the dear Chico and the Gospel Cult asked everyone to limit themselves to greetings at the moment of leaving.  Even so, I asked a girl who helped with the organization if I could ask a question. She said no. I obeyed while I held up the messages, the bundle of psychographic sheets from this book, including the preface I had received unexpectedly days before also signed as André Luiz. Without us expecting it, the noble medium Chico Xavier turned to his secretary and asked, pointing at me: 

	- What does she need?

	Shaking with excitement, I approached and inadvertently put the papers on the table and tried to speak, but my voice wouldn't come out. 

	The dear medium put his right hand on the psychographics, stopped for a few seconds, let himself relax on the chair, and made a very cheerful expression. Then he said:

	- You thought it was a playful spirit, but not! It's him!

	Still incredulous, I insisted and asked: “Are you sure? I'm afraid of being deceived...”

	The great medium laughed and smiled beautifully stating:

	- But of course, it's him! - Among other things, my dear brother guided us and finished: - We are the ones who have to be worthy of noble works. God bless you! A good job to you! 

	I couldn't hold back my tears. I received from dear Chico a sweet loving kiss of the highest moral value, I kissed him with all my affection. For approaching that being so enlightened, I left crying with excitement for the lesson and blessing received.

	My husband filmed and recorded everything. The friends that were with us witnessed it. It was already past March 15, 1998, when we left The Spiritist Group. Everything seemed to happen too fast. But it was wonderful and simple of incalculable moral, sentimental and eternal value in the memory.

	Receiving the guidance and sublime blessing of the dear medium was a unique moment in my life. It's impossible to describe. 

	We returned to Sao Paulo and I could only thank God for that opportunity and remember Schellida's guidance: “When facing doubts and insecurity, have resignation and faith. The Heavenly Father always manifests His presence and truth when we least expect it and in the simplest occasions. Wait”. How important it was for me to have analysed and accepted the wise advice of my dear mentor. It was then that I became more aware of the responsibility and the duty to fulfil.

	Some days later, in a mediumistic meeting held in the Spiritist Centre, in which several mediums were gathered and among them some clairvoyants, I started to receive a psychographic.

	Once again, besides the preface of this book, the illustrious Spirit and Instructor André Luiz engaged himself in a presentation of dear Schellida, gracing us with a wonderful message at her reception.

	After the lecture of the message, the sweet and loving Spirit Schellida manifested through my psychophony.

	The emotion was general. There were tears from the mediums present who admired her for her luminous peace. They asked her questions and witnessed the psychographic of the Spirit André Luiz. 

	Again, this alerted me about the responsibility of the work and the duties to be fulfilled with humility, respect, and much love.

	The message received on the night of May 1st, 1998, in the Spiritist Association, through which dear Schellida was presented, I leave them together with the preface of the spirit André Luiz for this book. 

	I have a clear conscience because the psychographics of the so illustrious spirit André Luiz has been confirmed by the admirable and sublime medium Francisco Cândido Xavier, our dear Chico.

	 

	Much peace to all and may God bless you.

	With affection,

	Eliana Machado Coelho

	 


Presentation

	 

	Faced with the task of presentation, I confess, I kept silent, pressurised, amazed. 

	Stupefied by such emotion, I watched myself. 

	I didn't want the vanity to touch my heart, even so, cautiously, I admit to being immensely happy.

	Let us be worthy of noble works.

	By welcoming, we can transmit, from our whole heart, the most beautiful feelings and the noblest thoughts.

	Let us devote ourselves. Let us give up our minds so our heart acts, above all, with immeasurable wisdom.

	All the lessons of charity and humility should be received and expanded, through us, with love and charity so that we may feel peaceful and resigned.

	“Love and educate yourselves”.

	Let us pay attention to the valuable and luminous teachings that have been sent to us.

	Let us deign to attend and participate.

	Eliana Machado Coelho / Schellida

	 

	 


 

	 

	Here we are, ready to do the will of the Heavenly Father and, being covered by his Sanctifying Blessings, let us be embraced by the joyful and sublime light to continue the journey of service with love, the Divine teachings with love, kindness, and responsibility.

	I am immensely pleased and very happy.

	I would like from the bottom of my heart, to share with everyone the joy that invaded me at that very edifying and noble moment.

	Thank you for the great affection dispensed to me.

	Let us receive our sister Schellida with immense tenderness and all the respect that is deserved.

	May the Divine Lights embrace us all.

	André Luiz

	São Paulo, March 10, 1998.

	 

	 

	 


PREFACE

	 

	To educate, through literary novels, true spiritualist works are an arduous task that demands from the incarnate and the disincarnate an immeasurable commitment to the truth.

	I venture to consider the incarnate and the disincarnate call for relentless spiritual help and, as we know, to every prayer is given immense consideration and esteem coming for our aid, the offer of friends from the Superior Plane, of joyful works, these having countless teachings and experiences.

	In such literary works, I am glad to report to you, maybe found as a true relief to the heart and immeasurable profit to be reflected upon by the mind.

	Those who look for these works will undoubtedly have innumerable interests in common and, knowing how to take advantage of them, will be invigorated by them since they will be involved with immense edifying teachings.

	However, I must say that the effort of learning is always individual, besides being indispensable to all possible dedication, patience, purity in thoughts and the goodwill that must always be present.

	All noble and edifying work receives protection and serious support. 

	Schellida, congratulations for redoing the apprenticeship on God's path, in the Eternal Truths and for the unconditional love to our dear brothers.

	Let us all become enmeshed in his great works of teaching, love and truth that try to show, with affection, the supreme joys in the union with the Eternal Divine.

	Your friend,

	André Luiz.

	 


 

	 

	1.- 
After more than 50 years 
in the Threshold

	 

	 

	For not paying attention, while incarnated, to the most sublime and intimate calls directed towards beneficial, noble and educational values for the evolution of the human spirit that she received, Samara spent a long time suffering in ignorance when her sudden disincarnation occurred. This led her to serve rigid punishments and painful experiences through the horrifying and indescribable Threshold.

	In that incarnation, there were no traces or plans for Samara that can bind friendship or affection to the inferior environments, but she didn't dare to react against the incitements, proposals and occasional suggestions of people who cultivated a morality of little value, allowing herself to be incoherently led to inconsequential acts.

	Due to her unutterable thoughts and momentary compatibility with carnal pleasures, she attracted to herself the affection of a very inferior creature, possessing a monstrosity indescribable to human character.

	That miserable and unfortunate human being disincarnated soon after her. Accustomed to the horrible acts of revenge and leadership in the practices of collective perversities, he quickly became familiar with other spiritual creatures of similar character upon arriving at the Threshold, horrifying and accompanying the spirit Samara for over half a century after disincarnation.

	For a long time, the spirit Samara wandered and suffered horrific punishments in uncommon places. Besides the disproportionate treatment she suffered, she experienced moral suffering due to the organizations that were made around her.

	Everything there was repulsive, monstrous, of an inferior spiritual quality, which gave the countless beings inhabiting the threshold an appearance that is not convenient to describe because of the sum of mental matter that could bring such an idea of hideous beings.

	It is worth pointing out that we cultivate around us the energy of our thoughts. For this reason, whatever we imagine or have an idea, we will attract people around us and to our company.

	This attraction, which is done through our thoughts, being a threat to our mental, moral and spiritual balance, brings us images, ideas and feelings of an inferior order, which would be immensely unnecessary to us as a spirit. After wandering about without direction, objective or purpose, Samara reflected on everything she had done when incarnated, on the unnecessary insecurities she had experienced and her disrespect for the Divine of Wise Nature.

	For a moment she observed herself, her physical image was no longer the same that she used to be. In other words, she didn’t even recognize herself. She was completely disfigured, cadaverous, ugly and smelly. 

	Samara had a vague Christian notion that she had gained knowledge in archaic Catholicism, because the Latin pronounced during the masses she attended, made it very difficult for her to have the moral and religious knowledge and understanding of the proper life that any person must try to maintain.

	Since her disincarnation, from when she began to suffer, struggling as a slave, she always prayed little phrases asking to get out of that lamentable situation, but she felt that she had never been heard. She thought she was in hell. It was the only place where she could suffer so much.

	As the years went by, something seemed to be different within her. The spirit Samara always tried to try, by herself, to get rid of all that horror suffered in the Threshold. She lamented the pain and anguish she was experiencing. She felt disillusioned, as she believed she was alone in her struggle.

	Once she remembered the words of Jesus: “Knock and it will be opened” and she also remembered her grandmother who, simply, always said: “Jesus loves everyone, in every situation. We just have to believe, ask and know how to wait.

	The spirit Samara understood that all that suffering was her fault, because of her indifference to good moral and spiritual behaviour. When she incarnated, she disregarded all the good things that life offered her to understand the laws of honesty, modesty and good manners. Using her free will, she disposed herself to other kinds of adventures, which she thought were more fun, attracting herself spiritually to that situation.

	She stopped praying with decorated words. She began to feel the desire to change her condition, to evolve, to get out of that situation. She wished she had acted better when incarnated, repenting of all her unworthy deeds and she thought:

	- If there is a God, He knows how I feel. God knows that I am regretting and I want to change. I wish I had acted differently, however, poor me, I could only realize this now. Lord, hear my prayer. Forgive my sins. Receive me into your kingdom. Guide me. I need your peace, Lord. I need your divine protection.

	Not even a second later, Samara believed she saw a bright, strong light. After that, she remembers nothing, as she felt great and irresistible drowsiness that completely overwhelmed her, numbing her senses.

	She was received at a Help Post, treated with much affection and attention, and she rested for some time, as her spiritual appearance was cadaverous and her needs were countless.

	Sometime later, she got up from her bed and walked around the nursing ward. Days passed and she was willing to walk through the corridors and halls.

	Even with permission, she was afraid to stroll through the gardens. It was only after a long time that she gained confidence, through the incentives she received, to walk through the beautiful flower beds covered with magnificent flowers. She was afraid of leaving that building and not returning, coming back to her previous miserable situation and condition. She was afraid that those inferior beings could appear there and take her away again, which would be impossible to happen in that place.

	Time was passing and Samara began to notice that her physical appearance had noticeably changed for the better. She was no longer cadaverous and didn't have a dirty look anymore. Her clothes were clean and clean and she was eating well.

	Her thoughts were now turned to things that were constructive and ennobling to the human spirit, which improved her appearance incredibly. 

	She gained considerable knowledge of the spiritual plane and thanked God immensely for being in such a noble and elevated situation, for receiving so much guidance and affection. One day, the spirit Inácio, the administrator of that Help Post, requested Samara's presence in his office.

	- Good morning, Samara! - said Inácio cheerfully - How have you been?

	- Very well, thank you - she replied, embarrassed. Even so, she went on: - First of all, I would like to take this good opportunity to thank you for the hospitality and the excellent treatment I have been receiving in this illustrious and elevated place of your distinguished administration.

	Sir, you can't imagine how I have suffered since my death. It took me a long time to understand my death. When I was disorientated, I looked for my relatives, who at first ignored my presence and cursed me. Even in the face of my foreboding and my retorts to the insults received, they couldn’t hear me and didn’t even notice me. I didn’t want to believe in my death. I didn’t accept that situation. I suffered a lot. Then I was taken to wander…

	Samara began to tell all about her painful odyssey, as though Ignatius had never heard of her. A patient listener, he let her tell it all, while he listened to her venting. He believed that it was necessary for him.

	After much talking, facing the attention that she received from Inácio, Samara sighed with relief and finally said:

	- It is for all this that I am immensely grateful to you and I place myself at your complete disposal, in consideration of what you have done for me. I'm already in a position to work and help you with other “patients” who are here in similar conditions to mine when I arrived.  Besides…

	For the first time Inácio delicately interrupted her: 

	- Dear Samara - he said - I feel immensely happy to share with you and the other brothers, in such a noble and invigorating shelter that is this Help Post. However, it's up to me to guide you but it's not me whom you should thank and much less put you, sincerely, at such a noble and honorable disposition. You should indeed return your thanks and your availability to the dear and beloved Master Jesus, who taught us the path of love and peace, of morality and dignity, fraternity, patience and forgiveness that leads us to the Eternal Father of infinite goodness whom we call God. – Noticing Samara’s embarrassment, Ignacio went on, trying to soften her shyness: - I know that your devotions are sincere, but I want to remind you that I'm a humble servant of this Post like any other there is here. You don't owe me any thanks; on the other hand, I owe you thanks in the name of all the workers here for the opportunity you have given us to serve and guide you. We hope that our humble and limited conditions have provided you with great and fruitful well-being and spiritual growth.

	Seeing her more at ease, the gentle spirit Ignatius sketched a slight smile and decided to define his call:

	- Well, dear Samara, I have called you precisely because we have noticed your progress on an increasingly encouraging scale since you arrived here. I have been observing your development, your sincerity and your will to serve, but for that, dear friend, you need much more knowledge that you will receive through the ways and methods of instruction that we don't have, because, as you know, this is a Help Post and, in a colony, you will have conditions and opportunities to better improve your knowledge in the evolving sphere of spirituality.

	Explaining the reasons for his departure to a higher colony, Inácio felt satisfied as someone who is facing a duty fulfilled.

	Samara, in contrast, felt flattered and proud of herself, although she still didn't feel secure enough to face new and different places and situations.

	 

	 

	 


 

	 

	2.- 
The awakening of Honório

	 

	 

	In the Post, that it was administered by other two spirits that he considered to be prepared, as well as the spirit Samara, to receive further clarifications and spiritual development, Ignatius guided and accompanied Samara, Maria and Helena to a nearby and more appropriate colony, taking advantage of the visit to see old friends again.

	When they got there, they were taken to the rooms reserved for them. The three were amazed at everything they saw.

	As soon as they had settled in and were acquainted with the place where most of their studies would take place, Inácio asked Samara to go into the main room and told her that someone would be happy to see her and to greet her again.

	Quickly he walked to the main hall. On the way, he felt a mixture of emotions that alternated between anxiety and curiosity. 

	As she came across the familiar figure of Nicolau, she shuddered in embarrassment.

	Spirit Nicholas focused his fraternal gaze on Samara, came closer, delighted with the pleasure of seeing her now there, in the same colony where he lived and worked as an assistant to the coordinator of the orientation department.

	Coming a little closer, he held both of Samara's hands, who lowered her embarrassed gaze, and with immense joy, he greeted her:

	- Dear friend Samara! How happy I am to have you here! She, on the other hand, could not face him.

	When she was incarnated, she fell deeply in love with Nicolau who, at that time, was already married to her cousin Lavinia.

	By all the means, she tried to persuade him to live an immense passion together, not measuring the consequences of her actions.

	She tried to separate him from his cousin, intriguing Lavinia against Nicolau, wanting to provoke an immense discord between them.

	The experience lived between Nicolau and Lavinia was immensely difficult, given the complex plots set up by poor Samara. However, the couple had more faith and acquired much strength to overcome the challenge.

	During the ten years of marriage that had united them, Samara bothered them, giving them peace only when Nicholas passed away in an accident in which his carriage tipped over and he broke his neck, leaving the widow with three small fatherless children.

	Samara, even in good financial conditions, didn't propose to help her cousin, much less Nicholas' children, who suffered many needs due to the absence of their father.Even though she was widowed, she did her utmost for the education and good moral formation of the little ones, always guiding them to the path of goodness and fraternal love.

	She died a month after the wedding of her youngest son when she already had two grandchildren, one from each married son.

	At that moment, the spirit of Lavínea arrived in the hall who also wanted to greet her new arrival.

	He approached Samara and embraced her with tender affection, emanating an immense quantity of fraternal energies.

	Samara returned the affection, but couldn't hold back tears of shame and regret.

	Lavínea pulled away from the embrace and placing her hands firmly on the other's shoulders, she shook her firmly, saying:

	- Here there's no place for tears of sadness. If you are here, it's because you deserve this condition.

	- I've done you so much harm... - she murmured, choked by sobs. - I stopped obeying moral reasons to pay attention to my immortal instincts. I disturbed your happiness to destroy your marriage. I didn't help when you were widowed... when I could and should have. I don't know what to tell you.

	Nicholas, to ease Samara's embarrassment, added:

	- Dear Samara, if you have reconsidered all that you have failed to do, repenting of the values that you have unfortunately despised, if remorse and repentance have touched your reason, making you reflect and desire immensely the change and the correction of what you have done. This is the opportunity for elevation that you have! Here there's no place for regrets but instead for the desire to evolve. I and my beloved Lavinia are here to present to you our brotherhood, our affection and our desire for your moral and spiritual progress. spiritual progress. We are at your disposal.

	Samara emotionally embraced them and, in front of so much comfort, started to smile, eager to learn and to repair her faults.

	She did her best, preparing herself for decades and decades on the spiritual plane for the conditions she knew she would face in the next reincarnation.

	With the support of Nicolau and Lavínea, she overcame all the obstacles that came her way, dedicating herself unceasingly to timely work.

	After years and years of preparation, Nicholas and Lavinia left the colony for the earthly reincarnation, willing themselves to the hard task of indoctrination in the field of Evangelical Spiritualism.

	Lavinia would accompany Nicolau as his faithful beloved, wife and earthly friend, supporting, encouraging and helping him in the instruction of incarnate and disincarnate brothers, supporting and clarifying the mediumship of the companions who were placed at their disposal. It would be up to them the difficult work of inserting and elucidating, in the family bosom with the closest relatives, the spiritist precepts, not missing the opportunities to offer them all the necessary basis for learning such noble teachings.

	They knew beforehand that they would receive as children two marvelous creatures, kind and competent companions who would dedicate themselves to the instruction and guidance of their fellow men, from whom the couple would receive much support, understanding and collaboration.

	Upon learning of the reincarnation plans, the spirit Samara was very happy to learn that she would have the spirits, Nicholas and Lavinia, as close relatives.

	Nicholas would be her uncle and, now incarnated, he would receive the name of Alfredo. 

	He was the brother of his future father: Honório.

	Lavínea reincarnated would receive the name of Dora.

	 

	* * * 

	Dora and Alfredo had already blessed their two long-awaited and beloved children: Dirceu and Júlio.

	Alfredo, president of an organized spiritist group, was increasingly building his goal with the teachings of Christian Spiritism. On the other hand, Dora, devoted mother and companion, helped with the fundamental spiritist notions in the education of her beloved children, who took advantage of everything their parents taught them.

	Alfredo wasn't rich. He had to work very hard to support his family, but he never seemed to get tired. He was extremely dedicated without measuring efforts to the teaching and practice of the Gospel. His greatest obstacle was to teach his brothers Honório, Silvia and Marta the understanding and acceptance of spiritist explanations for the facts of earthly life. 

	Their mother, Filomena, a Catholic, didn't interfere in the religious education of her children, leaving them to their own devices. In time, Honório married a girl called Clara and they received Samara as their firstborn, whom they named Camila.

	Having in their memory the absolute forgetfulness of the past, Alfredo and Dora had, in their hearts, the intuitive memory and for this reason, they were very fond of their niece Camila. 

	Sometime later, Camila had two other sisters: Cida and Vera, who were twins. Years went by and when Camila was already a teenager she gained another brother, Junior.

	At that time, Honório and Clara were going through countless financial difficulties and the situation seemed to be getting more and more desperate. 

	Alfredo, always helpful, began to share what he had with his brother Honório.

	His parents, already old and without any financial assets, could do little to help. His sisters, Silvia and Marta, had married and were living in another city. They hardly had any news of them. They rarely wrote or sent Christmas cards.

	Desperation took hold of Honório, who, unable to even pay the rent, had to move to the house of Alfredo, who, alone, began to provide for the two families.

	Dora and Clara volunteered to clean the house to help with the budget and the upkeep of the house, while Camila and her older cousins Dirceu and Julio took turns between school hours and caring for the children.

	Alfredo encouraged Honório, who was already overwhelmed by the crisis. However, because of the difficulties, Honório seemed more humble and less arrogant. He started to attend the Spiritist Centre together with his whole family, in which Alfredo was the president. Alfredo and Dora spent hours with their children and with their oldest niece, Camila, telling them stories and spiritist examples, raising their spirits and understanding with the teachings in the light of Spiritism.

	The divine book The Second Gospel or Spiritism was read and studied daily in Alfredo's home, who insisted on the presence of all around the humble table so that the sacred treasures contained therein could be exposed and studied. Honório participated, but far from the harmonious vibrations that reigned, as he was very discouraged. Going out in search of work, he returned disconsolate because of the doors that were closing in front of him.

	One day, when the scorching sun of December was shining radiantly in the blue sky, after hours in a queue of unemployed people outside a firm, Honório rebelled at the refusal of his professional qualifications. 

	Distressed and disorientated, he began to walk aimlessly.

	After walking a very long way he arrived at Copacabana beach, sweaty and all scruffy. He took off his shoes and loosened his tie, which was already in disarray. He sat down on the hot sand and stayed there for a long time thinking about everything that happened and what to do with his life.

	His brother had no obligation to support him and his wife and four children. Alfredo barely earned enough to support his own family and still had to share the little that was left with him and his family. Sometimes he couldn't even understand how they managed to eat every day, even if it was only one meal.

	But some monstrous thoughts began to take over Honório's feelings.

	At first, he thought of suicide. Then he thought it wasn't enough. The best thing to do was to end the lives of his four children, who were in this world because of him, and his wife, who was suffering from that situation because of him. Then, after this was done, he would kill himself, for only then he wouldn't leave his obligations to someone else.

	* * * 

	On the way to Alfredo's house, Honório started thinking about how to end that suffering and began to make plans on how to execute such a tragedy. He walked along the pavement mechanically and instinctively, imperceptibly making his way back.

	He didn’t realise he was passing in front of an evangelical church, his attention was drawn to the loud words of the pastor who was beginning the service at that moment. Without hesitation, Honório entered the religious temple and took a seat at the back of the church, where he remained amazed.

	At the pastor's angry calls to those who refused to give themselves to God, Honório awoke startled as if he had just woken up.

	Loud and boisterous, the pastor called out again:

	- Surrender yourself to God the Father Almighty! He is the only one who can save you from the curse! From the distress!!! From the dissatisfaction of this sinful world!!! If you are suffering, if you are going through difficulties, if you are desolate, surrender your heart and your troubles to the Lord. Come here and submit yourself!!!

	Honório with his eyes filled with tears, couldn't resist and fell into tears.

	The pastor, despite the distance, noticed his despair. Then, seeing him insecure and indecisive, he began to manipulate his words by saying things that touched his intimate problems, making him unburden himself in desperate and compulsive sobbing.

	- Brother! - he said. - Come here and give to God your problems and your doubts! Let the Lord take you in his arms and lead you to the comfort of what he reserved for you! Suffering doesn't belong to man but the devil!

	Honório, led by a supernatural force, walked to the front and approaching where he was standing, he knelt down and began to cry even more.

	The pastor, shouting out glory and hallelujah, he was accompanied by the crowd who were happy to have among them another brother who had given his heart and his problems to God.

	At the end of the service, after the songs and the thanksgiving, the pastor Freitas tried to have a private conversation with Honório, because he noticed that he was very upset and immensely disturbed.

	Honório, recovering his emotions and calmer, told him about his financial and professional difficulties and the trouble he was causing at his brother's house. Although he didn't complain, he hadn't the obligation to take on so many responsibilities.

	Pastor Freitas listened to his outburst with great attention and was deeply shocked when Honório told him about the inhuman perversity of his thoughts and his desire to kill himself and his family to put an end to so much suffering.

	- Brother - he said softly - those thoughts are not yours! It's the devil speaking in your ear! The devil is monstrous and astute, making the thoughts he transmits to you seem like yours. On the other hand, the brother can perceive that the angel of the Lord was stronger, bringing him towards us and guiding

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
