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[image: Prince Satni-Khamoîs kneels at a golden desk in a grand Egyptian temple, carefully unrolling an ancient papyrus scroll by candlelight, surrounded by hieroglyphic columns.]

Satni loved ancient writings above all else — but knowledge without wisdom can lead a scholar astray.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The Mistake That Could Not Be Forgotten
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Satni-Khamoîs was a prince of Egypt and the son of wise King Usimares. He was a scholar who loved ancient writings, sacred scrolls, temple carvings, and stories from long ago.

But Satni had made a serious mistake.

He had taken the Book of Thoth from the tomb of Prince Nenoferkephtah.

[image: Satni stands in awe before a vast, illuminated wall mural depicting Thoth, the ibis-headed god of wisdom, holding the radiant Book of Thoth amid stars and sacred animals.]

The Book of Thoth glowed on the temple wall — a reminder of the power Satni had dared to claim.

The Book of Thoth was no ordinary book. It was said to have been written by Thoth, the ancient Egyptian god of wisdom and writing. It contained powerful knowledge about the heavens, the earth, the waters, animals, and hidden places. Long before Satni was born, Prince Nenoferkephtah had searched for the book and brought it home. But because he took what was not meant to be taken, sorrow came to his family. His wife, Ahuri, and their child, Maîhêt, were buried far away in Coptos, while Nenoferkephtah rested in Memphis with the book.

When Satni found the book in Nenoferkephtah's tomb, Ahuri warned him not to take it. Nenoferkephtah warned him too. King Usimares warned him as well.

Satni took it anyway.

Afterward, he learned that knowledge without humility could lead to trouble. A strange house of illusions had shown him how easily pride could confuse the heart. At last, Satni understood what he had to do.
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A Prince Returns to the Palace
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[image: Satni sits quietly in his candlelit chamber beneath a full moon, his hands resting on the glowing Book of Thoth, face heavy with the weight of his mistake.]

Alone with the Book of Thoth, Satni finally understood that wisdom meant returning what was never his to keep.

He stood before King Usimares, holding the shining book with both hands.

"Father," Satni said, "I was wrong. I wanted the Book of Thoth because I wanted to feel greater than others. Now I know it belongs in the tomb of Nenoferkephtah."

King Usimares looked at him carefully. "Do you return it because you are afraid?"

Satni thought before answering. "At first I was afraid. Now I return it because it is right."

The king nodded. "That is the beginning of wisdom."

[image: Satni stands before his father King Usimares on his golden throne, presenting the glowing Book of Thoth with both hands in a sunlit, statue-filled throne room.]

Standing before King Usimares, Satni presented the Book of Thoth — and his confession — with both hands.
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The Humble Journey Begins
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Satni prepared for the journey. This time he did not go proudly with thoughts of victory. He carried the book carefully. In one hand he held a forked stick, and on his head he balanced a small lamp, just as Nenoferkephtah had once foretold. It was a sign that Satni came humbly, not as a conqueror.

Inarôs, his foster-brother, walked beside him.

"You look different today," Inarôs said.

"I feel different," Satni replied. "The first time I went to the tomb, I wanted to take. This time I want to restore."

[image: Satni walks humbly at sunset among pyramids and obelisks, holding a forked staff in one hand and the glowing Book of Thoth in the other — a lamp balanced on his head, lit from below.]

Carrying a forked stick and a lamp as foretold, Satni walked as a student — not a conqueror.
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Into the Tomb of Nenoferkephtah
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They reached the burial grounds of Memphis. Satni opened the tomb and walked down the long stairway. The chamber glowed softly, not as bright as before, but warm and steady.

[image: Satni descends an ancient stone stairway holding an oil lamp, approaching a glowing altar at the end of a corridor lined with hieroglyphic carvings, where the Book of Thoth waits on a pedestal.]

The tomb's corridor stretched ahead, lit only by Satni's small lamp and the golden glow of the waiting Book.

Ahuri stood beside Nenoferkephtah. Their faces were calm.

Nenoferkephtah looked at the forked stick and the lamp. "So the proud prince has returned."

Satni bowed his head. "The proud prince has learned that pride is a poor teacher."

Ahuri's eyes softened. "Why have you come, Satni-Khamoîs?"

"I have brought back the Book of Thoth," Satni said. "I was wrong to take it. It belonged here, and I did not listen."

[image: Satni stands before the glowing spirit of Ahuri in the tomb chamber. Ahuri raises a hand toward him, warning and welcoming at once, the Book of Thoth gleaming between them.]

Ahuri's spirit rose beside the glowing book — her face firm, her eyes wise.

He stepped forward and placed the shining book where it had rested before.

For a moment, the whole chamber filled with golden light. The walls seemed to breathe in peace.

Nenoferkephtah said, "The greatest lesson in that book was not written on any page."

Satni nodded. "I understand now. Knowledge tells us what can be done. Wisdom tells us what should be done."

Ahuri smiled gently. "Then you have learned something worth carrying home."

[image: The glowing spirits of Nenoferkephtah and Ahuri stand together in the golden tomb chamber, facing Satni — Ahuri's hand raised in a gesture both welcoming and grave.]

Together, Nenoferkephtah and Ahuri regarded Satni — not with anger, but with the quiet dignity of those who had waited long.
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A Promise Beyond the Grave
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Satni thought his task was finished, but Nenoferkephtah spoke again.

"There is one more good thing you can do."

Satni straightened. "Tell me, and I will do my best."

"Ahuri and our child, Maîhêt, were buried far away in Coptos. For many years our family has been divided. Bring them here, so we may rest together."

Satni bowed. "I promise."

[image: Satni holds the luminous Book of Thoth upward with both hands, its golden light reflecting on his face, while the radiant spirits of Nenoferkephtah and Ahuri stand solemnly behind him.]

As Satni lifted the returned book, the spirits of Nenoferkephtah and Ahuri bore witness — a promise already forming in his heart.
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