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Foreword
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Dedicated to my dear wife Dor.

Always so beautiful and charming, so clever and capable, so wise and thoughtful, so intelligent and knowledgeable, so quick and agile, so creative and innovative, so energetic and resourceful, so principled and resilient, so strong and determined, so efficient and effective, so responsible and reliable, so dependable and trustworthy, so kind and helpful, so compassionate and sympathetic, so considerate and forgiving, so supportive and encouraging, so filial and dutiful, so caring and nurturing, and so loving and wonderful, in everything that she does.

She is truly my better half.
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Chapter 1  What is happening to Hong Kong?
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Hong Kong in 2019 is burning from the arson and anarchy perpetrated by the large number of violent protesters. Armed with their mindless anger and firebombs, these protesters brought extreme violence to the streets. They have become hooligans and vandals with total disregard of the legitimate rights and peaceful needs of other citizens, graduating from violent virtual reality to real violence and destruction.

The dismal failure of the earlier umbrella movement in 2014 did not seem to have made them any wiser. These passengers of the great ship that is Hong Kong are now trying to scuttle and sink the ship just to vent their anger. They have now progressed from self-delusion to mass hysteria, graduated from umbrella occupiers to ninja destroyers, and metamorphosed from nymphs to cockroaches. 

This is the Hong Kong Protest Madness Syndrome (HMS), presented as blind rage, closed mind, self injury and anarchy. 

This is how a large section of Hong Kong is running amok with mass protests, mass hysteria and mass violence.
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Chapter 2  Running Amok?
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Interestingly, the word "amok" originated from how the European colonialists described the way natives of the countries they colonised can become uncontrollably violent and crazy. The phrase “run amok” was used by Captain James Cook in his book in 1772: "To run amock is to get drunk with opium... to sally forth from the house, kill the person or persons supposed to have injured the Amock, and any other person that attempts to impede his passage...  indiscriminately killing and maiming villagers and animals in a frenzied attack."

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 3  The Right to be Angry and to Destroy
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This book is the story of radicalised youth and students on rampage. It is about why and how Hong Kong come to be besieged and held hostage by an orgy of mob violence and mindless vandalism in the name of freedom and democracy. It is the story of face-masked, respirator-fitted, head-helmeted and ninja-like blackclad youths and students who believe they have the right to be so angry that they can start a "revolution". It is about why these protesters feel justified to vandalise and burn public and private properties at will to support their demands for freedom and democracy. It is about the power of irrational anger and hatred. 

It is about the cynical use of violent protests and severe disruption of economic and social activities to force authorities to accept fantastical political demands of the protesters. It is about threatening bloodshed and total chaos to paralyse and topple government. It is about seizing political and governing power by force. 

It is also about the new urban warfare brought to everybody's living room by the ubiquitous TV cameras and photojournalists. It is about the violence organised and incited by the out-of-control and hateful social media. It is about playing out in the streets the violent video games and computer games. It is about rebels with a cynical and irrational cause - a cause based on a virtual world of absolute freedom and perfect democracy, and a virtual world of youthful vigilantism and youthful hooliganism.

It is about how a terrible replay of the many ill-considered and disastrous uprisings in the violent history of mankind has come to pass in the great city of Hong Kong because of a generation of misguided and willful young people.
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Chapter 4  The Tragedy of Mindless Anger
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This is the tragedy of the insolence, belligerence and imprudence of a generation that do not appreciate the many good things that they already have in Hong Kong, and delude themselves that only the destruction of the existing political system can make things better for them. 

They are trapped in their closed-minds. The closed-minds that only see fervent confrontation, violent street fighting and uncompromising demands as the only way to get what they want. They are really quite wrong in thinking that by being hooligans and blackmailers, they can succeed in getting what they want. They really need to open up their minds to reconnect with the world and see the endless possibilities and opportunities that are available to solve their problems.

Let us examine what exactly do they want in this "revolution". 

Not better jobs and better healthcare. Not better housing and better schools. Not environmental safety and better transport services. Not food safety and food security. Not better opportunities and facilities for the old and the young.

No. What they want are much more cerebral. What they want are the intangible and the unreachable ideological goals of absolute freedom and maximum democracy. What they want is for Hong Kong to be a la-la land of "real" democracy. What they want is for Hong Kong to be just like their "ideal" best democracies of USA and UK. 
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Chapter 5  Why Can't Hong Kong Be More Like USA and UK?
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The Hong Kong protesters want Hong Kong to be like USA, without realising that far from being a paradise on earth, and beneath its shinny veneer of democracy and freedom, USA is really a nation beset by a great number of social and economic problems. 

USA may be the richest and the most powerful nation on earth, but it has a capitalist democracy and freedom system that is characterised by vicious political infighting, powerful capitalists, dangerous gun violence, drug addiction, racial discrimination, religious prejudices, serious inequality and festering social injustice. The national anthem of the USA calls it "the land of the free and the home of the brave", but a more appropriate description of USA is that it is the land of the elite and home of the rich. A 2014 report revealed that the top wealthiest 1% in USA possess 40% of the nation's wealth while the bottom 80% own just 7%. In 2018, 38.1 million people in USA lived in poverty, that means the poverty rate was 11.8%. For native Americans and blacks, the rate was well over 20%. How is USA a paradise if it is only so for the rich and the privileged? 

However, USA has long enjoyed a prestige internationally because of its economic, technological and military prowess and because of its Hollywood-created mass entertainment culture. Beneath this glamorous veneer, USA faces as many intractable problems as any other country. We have seen how the recent rise of populist politics in USA has caused terrible divisions and disruptions within USA and for the whole world. Furthermore, because of its fear of the rising China, USA has recently launched a containment policy against China, including a viscious trade war of tariffs, a muscular propaganda campaign and a technological warfare. That this new policy has wide bipartisan support in USA shows how deep this fear runs. The "top dog" is seriously fearful of losing its supreme status that it has enjoyed for so long. Is it any wonder that USA is actively supporting the Hong Kong protests?

And what about UK? Don't the Hong Kong protesters know that UK's democratic history is littered with bloody riots and mass protests? Don't they remember the terribly bloody sectarian conflicts in Belfast that spanned from 1969 to 1998 that was literally a mini civil war? 

Don't they know that the British Empire is no more?

Don't they know that UK is now in the midst of the greatest crisis of its existence? UK is getting Brexit done to exit the European Union, and is facing the real danger of breaking up because of the serious political disagreements within its own populations in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland? 

And the Hong Kong protesters are angry as hell that they cannot be like USA and UK.
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Chapter 6  Hong Kong in Turmoil
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2019 was a year that saw Hong Kong plunged into civil unrest and mob violence, with burning, trashing and fighting happening across much of the city, largely driven by rampaging students and young activists, following the unsuccessful and unpopular attempt of the government to introduce a new criminals extradition bill. They saw the bill as a sinister attempt by the Hong Kong government to collude with the central government in China to "erode freedom" in Hong Kong and provide a cover to extradite dissidents to face trials in China. 

After the government capitulated in the face of mass protests, and agreed to withdraw the bill, the violent protests continued unabated and even escalated into additional demands for the Chief Executive to resign and for the police force to be disbanded. The strident demands eventually ballooned into 5 demands including the investigation of so-called police brutality, the unconditional release and amnesty of all the arrested rioters, and even immediate universal suffrage.

The protesters were so blinded by their rage and their crooked logic that they felt they were fully justified in engaging in widespread arson and violence to force the government to meet their demands. Truly they want to sink Hong Kong unless they get their way.
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