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“WE CRAVE WHAT WE CAN’T have...”

Can a contract sink a relationship? That's the question running around in Raymond Rose's mind. As he sits in his ivory tower, the questions runs through his mind. In everyone's eyes, he has everything. He's the CEO of his family's company. He's got more wealth than ever before. He's the hottest bachelor on the market. And yet, he longs and pines over the one thing he doesn't have.

Violet Freesia.

A contract is tearing them apart, but Raymond can't stand it. He tries to let go. Tries to forget it. But, he can't. Despite the binding document and despite his parent's wishes for his world, Violet invades his thoughts. His dreams. His soul.

He has to get her back, no matter what it costs him.

And it very well could cost him everything.
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I sat in my office staring off into space. The week had gone by in a blink, and I hadn’t registered a damn thing. I picked up the crystal glass of whiskey, refusing to look at the clock. I knew I’d feel guilty if I did. I had my back turned to my office door and was looking out lazily over Central Park with absolutely no enthusiasm. My tie was crooked. My suit jacket wasn’t buttoned. The ties on my shoes were undone.

I was a wreck, and drinking before noon had become a common recurrence all week.

I sipped the strong alcohol and relished the burn. I closed my eyes and accepted the pain, because for a moment it detracted from the pain in my chest. It muted the strangle around my heart and helped me to breathe a little easier. It helped me to take in a solid breath through my nose without feeling the need to cough or choke.

Or die.

I was at the lowest point in my life I’d ever reached. Lower than the times I’d begged my parents to spend the day with me instead of dropping me off at my grandparents’. Lower than the time I failed my first college class and got verbally berated by my parents. Lower than the time I misused my first credit card and had to exchange being a damn butler for my parents all summer for their social events in exchange for paying off the three hundred dollars in reckless charges.

I felt the rocks poking into the skin of my ass.

I took another sip of whiskey and reflected on the past year. It hadn’t exactly been a triumph for me. I had been locked into a passionless relationship, one based on outward appearances and business transactions rather than love. And then it turned out the woman I was going to marry and stay married to for at least three years didn’t even enjoy the company of men to begin with.

I sat there, wondering how many times she had gone out with Shannon on their lunch dates and actually been out on a date.

I took a longer sip of my whiskey as my mind kept relishing my failures, torturing me instead of freeing me from its confines. I had failed to close this Brant deal for my parents who wanted it badly enough to sell me into a loveless marriage. And after finding love in the most unexpected of places with the most incredible woman alive, I’d driven her away with my own family’s dysfunction.

I swirled the glass around as I gazed into it.

The view from my office didn’t appease me anymore, and I didn’t know what to do with that. It had always been my fallback, the view of Central Park. If I was having a bad day or generally hated my job, I could always fall back on the view. I could always take comfort in the beauty of the park. Our first soft blanket of snow had fallen the night before. Not a lot. Only a couple of sporadic inches. But it was enough to shower the treetops and illuminate Central Park in an innocent essence.

I couldn’t have cared less about it in that moment.

I was rich. Worth billions. I was good-looking. I caught women staring at me all the time, even buying me drinks. I was well-liked within my circle of friends. I got along with everyone, except my own damn family. And Vivien fucking Brant. The world should have been my oyster. It should have fallen to its knees at my feet and given me my choice. The cream of the crop with whatever it was I wanted. That was how my parents painted it growing up. That was how they viewed the world. The richer and more attractive someone was, the better off their choices in life were.

But instead, I was living my life like a ghost. Floating through the hours. My heart, obliterated by the lack of hope I had toward mending it. At any given point in time, it lay in tattered pieces on the floor. Shattered, with no hope of gluing them back together again.

I sighed. “At least there’s this.” 

I tipped up the rest of my whiskey, clocking in at my third one that morning. My body was growing a tolerance. It took more and more to help relax me into my leather chair and erase the terrible memories that plagued me at night.

The tears in Violet’s eyes.

The softness of her voice.

The insistence of her leave.

“I miss you so much,” I whispered.

“Raymond?”

The sound of my father’s voice accompanied the opening of my office door. But I didn’t care to turn around. I didn’t care about him anymore. Or Mom. Or anything having to do with the company. It had ruined my life. It had sucked my soul right out of my body. I heard his familiar canter trod across the carpet of my office, and then a sheaf of papers dropped down onto my desk.

“Yep?” I asked.

“Got the Brant deal hammered out, since you apparently aren’t taking phone calls right now,” he said gruffly.

“Nope.”

“Well, will you at least turn around and take a look at the damn thing?”

I rolled my eyes and slowly eased myself around. My father’s eyes first fell to the whiskey glass, then came up to meet mine. He had that disapproving stare in his eyes, the one that had followed me throughout my entire childhood. But this time, it didn’t have any effect.

“Can you at least straighten your tie before you sign this?” my father asked.

I set my glass down on my desk without a coaster and watched my father flinch. Such a damn perfectionist. Everything had to look its best, or it was worthless. I relished in watching those beads of condensation fall. I relished the annoyance in his eyes as the ring of water forever and permanently settled into the mahogany wood of my desk.

“If you’d treat things with more respect,” he murmured.

“I should be telling you the same thing,” I said flatly.

His eyes came back around to mine, and I leaned up enough to see the stack of papers. There were colorful tape arrows showing me where to sign and date. But I wasn’t interested in it. I already knew what the contract said, and I sure as hell wasn’t touching it.

“No, thanks,” I said.

“No thanks, what?” my father asked.

I leaned back into my chair. “Get one of the other managers to do it. I’m not signing it.”

“You know that even if someone else signs it, it’s still binding on your behavior, Raymond.”

“Trust me, I’d expect nothing less from you and your twin, Ms. Brant,” I said.

My father scoffed. “Get a grip, Raymond. Violet was low-class anyway.”

I shot out of my chair and stood up straight. Despite the alcohol rushing through my veins, I kept my eyes locked on him. And for the first time in my life, I saw my father flinch.

He flinched at my movements.

“If you dare to speak another ill word of that woman in my presence, you won’t like my next move. You and Ms. Brant might have prevented me from seeing her, but that doesn’t mean you’ll continue to slaughter her. This stops now, and I’ll write it into this contract if I see fit. Understood?” I asked.

My father’s eyes danced over me before he nodded. I flopped back down into my chair, running my hand through my hair. I hadn’t even bothered to comb it that morning, and I felt the knots giving way against my knuckles.

“Twelve months, Raymond. You can’t date her for—”

I held my hand up. “I know what the damn thing says, Father. And there’s no chance of that since she’s already broken up with me because of the great sports you and Mom are on any given day of the year. Now, take the papers and get out of my office. Leave me alone.”

I didn’t bother to look at my father. Instead, I merely turned myself back around in my chair and sighed. I gazed out mindlessly over Central Park, but not really focusing on it. Instead, I focused past it, in the direction of upstate. I saw past the skyscrapers and the concrete and the smog in the air, and I focused on the few trees I could see. Trees that separated me from this hell of a life. Trees that led me into the most incredible weekend I’d ever spent with the most incredible woman at my side.

I would have sold my soul to Satan to get back there with Violet.

I heard my father shuffling the papers around. He grumbled something to himself, but I didn’t bother trying to figure out the words coming from his lips. He walked back toward my door and closed it behind him, a massive thump filling my office.

And then, I was alone again.

Disappointment washed over me. I didn’t know why I was still disappointed by my parents’ neglect. It wasn’t as if it was anything new. They’d been like this my entire life. I should have learned by now that they wouldn’t give a shit about my happiness. They wouldn’t care about my tactics to run this company or the rebranding I’d worked so tirelessly to instate. They wouldn’t care about the mind they had educated or the hard work I had put into our namesake.

They’d only care about the good I could bring them as a commodity.

My breathing became labored. My hands shook. One Central Park turned into two and suddenly, it felt like the walls were closing in on me. I looked down and saw the carpet underneath my feet undulating, rolling and waving back at me as if there were something crawling underneath the fabric of the carpet.

“I have to get out of here,” I breathed.

Instead of an early lunch, I clocked out for the rest of the day. I grabbed my things and quickly locked up my office. I even dismissed my assistant, Ruby, early to go home and spend time with her husband, a husband I’m sure she loved and adored. Who loved her in return. I was sure their families stood behind them through thick and thin.

Just how it should be when two people were happy and in love.

I pulled out my phone and sent a text to James. Then, I called my driver and had him pull around. I slipped into the back of it and told him to get me to the athletic club, then popped open two bottles of water. I chugged them and tossed some peanuts in my mouth to help sober me up a bit and help take the edge off that third glass of whiskey.

I met James at the athletic club, and we both got changed, ready to play some racquetball.

I focused on my swing and the rhythmic pulses of James’s grunts as he slammed the ball against the wall. I moved back and forth, working the alcohol out of my system, sweating it out and drenching my clothes as my legs cried out for mercy. I batted the ball around like a crazy person. I heard James screech more than I’d ever heard in my life as he got pummeled with my fast balls. I panted and grunted, sliding after the ball and dodging it when James had a decent shot.

My clothes were completely soaked through by the time we were done.

“Anything you want to talk about?” James asked jokingly.

Then again, I knew he was only half-joking.

I shook my head. “There’s nothing to say.”

“You sure about that?” he asked.

I nodded. “She’s gone. It’s over. And there isn’t a damn thing I can do about it.”

“I mean, I get it. But I think you’re making a mistake.”

“It was Violet’s decision to leave me. Not the other way around.”

He nodded. “I know. But still, you really should go after her and not let her go. The two of you are really good for each other.”

James patted me on the back, but I shrugged his hand off. I knew this. I knew we were good for each other. I knew we could traverse anything if Violet would stop getting so fucking spooked! Yes, life is hard. Yes, shit gets rough. That’s what tests couples like her and I. More than anything, I wanted to go after her. More than anything, I wanted to pull her into my arms and tell her she was going nowhere. That she was staying with me, no matter what.

But she’d also been crystal clear that night. Violet didn’t want to come between me and my parents. She didn’t want to be part of the three-ring circus of my family’s business.

And I couldn’t blame her on that.

“I hate being my parents’ fucking pawn,” I murmured.

“Then stop being their pawn,” James said.

I shot him a look, but he only tossed it right back.

“Nothing will change. You know that,” I said.

“I’m not saying things will change. Your parents will probably stay the same miserable people they’ve always been. Doesn’t mean you have to stick around for that, though. You taking my advice on your trust fund?”

“What’s the point now? I don’t have Violet to enjoy it with.”

“You know you’re just as important as your relationships, right?” he asked.

His words hit me hard, I just didn’t know why. I didn’t have the energy or mental forethought to pick things apart for now. Yes, I had taken strides to invest my trust fund little by little so my parents wouldn’t suspect anything. But even with transferring one hundred thousand dollars at a time, it would take a while for thirty million dollars to get invested. And they’d probably question it halfway through.

“Fucking hell,” I grumbled.

I tossed my racquet down onto the floor. I wiped the sweat from my brow as my frustrations mounted. Nothing had changed. Everything was the same. And even if I threw the bird to my parents and walked out of their life forever, it wouldn’t change the fact that Violet was gone. She didn’t want to have anything to do with this drama, and my parents would surely bring Hell itself down onto my head for walking away from the family. I’d never truly get away from them.

Which meant there was no reason to prolong Violet’s agony any longer.

I had to let her go. Even if it felt like I was letting go of my only chance at happiness. I had to, for her sake. So she could live the life she wanted and find the man she desired more than life itself and go on to lead the life she dreamed of whenever she fell asleep at night.

I had to do that for her. It was the only thing that ensured her happiness and stability.

Right?
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