
​When Angels Were Demons: The Mythic Wars of the Old Testament

By Devon Preston



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      WHEN ANGELS WERE DEMONS: THE MYTHIC WARS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

    

    
      First edition. October 26, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Devon Preston.

    

    
    
      Written by Devon Preston.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Introduction

Chapter One: The Forgotten Thrones: Pre Judaic Divine Powers in the Ancient Near East

Chapter Two: Yahweh and the Divine Council: From Polytheism toward Monotheism

Chapter Three: Angels of God or Remnants of the Gods? Theological Hybrids in the Old Testament

Chapter Four: The Morning Star and the Fallen One: Helel ben Shachar, Lucifer and the Rival Deity

Chapter Five: The Watchers, the Nephilim and Cosmic Rebellion

Chapter Six: Baal, Asherah, and the Vanishing Pantheon: From Rival Gods to Idols or Demons

Chapter Seven: Chaos, the Sea Monster and Leviathan: Mythic Forces Reimagined

Chapter Eight: The Ritual and the Repudiated: Sacrifice, Cult and the Erasure of the Old Gods

Chapter Nine: Satan, The Adversary, and the Invention of Cosmic Evil

Chapter Ten: The Texts Beyond the Canon: Enoch, Jubilees, Dead Sea Scrolls and the Old Gods’ Afterlife

Chapter Eleven: From Pagan to Demon: Christian Missions, Art and the Demonization of the Divine Other

Chapter Twelve: Medieval Demonology and the Memory of the Old Gods

Chapter Thirteen: Rediscovery and Reinterpretation: Enlightenment, Romanticism and the Gods We Forgot

Chapter Fourteen: Modern Myth, Popular Culture and the War of the Gods

Chapter Fifteen: Implications — What the Mythic War Tells Us About Belief, Power and the Sacred

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Introduction
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There are stories older than memory and deeper than doctrine. Beneath the words of the Old Testament lie echoes of forgotten wars, voices of gods who once ruled the skies of the ancient world, and myths that were reshaped until their heroes became angels and their enemies became demons. The faith of Israel did not arise in a vacuum. It emerged from a world of competing divinities, temples filled with incense and sacrifice, and priestly rivalries that stretched across deserts and empires. Over centuries, this world of many gods gave way to the fierce idea of One, and with that transformation came the exile of every other divine being.

What had been the household gods, the guardians of fertility, the bringers of rain and wisdom, were condemned as false, wicked, or unclean. Yet their presence never entirely vanished. They lingered in scripture as adversaries, as tempters, as shadows standing behind the veil of monotheism. This book is the story of those beings. It traces how powerful pre-Judaic gods were redefined as angels in service or demons in rebellion, how mythic wars between deities became theological battles between good and evil, and how human imagination preserved both sides of the divine conflict.

The transformation of gods into demons was not unique to Israel. It is a pattern seen throughout history whenever one religion supplants another. The conquered gods are never destroyed; they are absorbed, renamed, or cast down. The process reveals how societies negotiate the sacred, how belief evolves, and how ancient memory refuses to die. By studying these transformations we glimpse a deeper continuity, a universal language of power and fear, order and chaos, light and shadow.

When we speak of fallen angels, we are really speaking of fallen gods. They are the remnants of an earlier cosmic order, witnesses to a time when divinity was plural and creation was alive with competing powers. Their stories were rewritten, but not erased. They survive in fragments of myth, in forbidden texts, in the imagery of serpents, stars, and thrones that fall. They haunt the margins of theology as reminders of what was lost when heaven was made singular.

This book follows that trail. It begins in the ancient Near East among the pantheons of Sumer, Ugarit, and Canaan, then moves through the Hebrew scriptures, the intertestamental writings, and into the birth of Christianity and medieval demonology. Along the way it examines how symbols were inverted, how angels and demons exchanged attributes, and how humanity’s moral imagination reshaped divinity itself.

To understand the mythic wars of the Old Testament is to look beyond the surface of faith into the archaeology of belief. It is to see that every religion carries within it the bones of older gods and the memory of forgotten heavens. The purpose of this study is not to diminish faith, but to reveal its depth — to show that even the adversary has roots in holiness, and that the struggle between good and evil is, at its heart, the struggle between what was remembered and what was rewritten.
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​Chapter One: The Forgotten Thrones: Pre Judaic Divine Powers in the Ancient Near East
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In the ancient world that gave birth to the Old Testament, the heavens were not silent. They were crowded with gods, spirits, and elemental forces. Every corner of nature, every act of creation and destruction, was governed by a divine intelligence that mirrored the complexity of human society. To live in the Near East during the third and second millennia before Christ was to inhabit a universe that was alive and responsive, where the boundaries between the human and the divine were porous. Temples stood as bridges between heaven and earth, and each stone, altar, and sacrifice affirmed that the unseen world was woven into every grain of sand.

The earliest written records from Sumer and Akkad reveal a world saturated with sacred order. The Sumerians, whose cities rose along the fertile rivers of Mesopotamia, understood existence as a hierarchy of divine power. At the summit stood Anu, lord of the heavens, the embodiment of the infinite sky. Below him ruled Enlil, the god of air and decree, whose command governed both the fates of men and the destinies of kings. Enki, the deep and subtle god of waters and wisdom, acted as mediator between heaven and earth, bringing the knowledge of crafts, medicine, and incantation to humankind. Beneath these great powers existed a multitude of spirits, demiurges, and celestial courtiers who filled every level of creation.

This concept of a divine council, a court of gods presided over by a high king, became one of the most enduring ideas in the religious thought of the Near East. It expressed a worldview in which power was distributed through an ordered cosmos, not centralized in a single deity but shared among divine beings of varying rank and domain. The council was not a metaphor but a literal belief in a celestial government that paralleled earthly kingship. To the ancient mind, heaven was a reflection of the palace, and the gods were both rulers and servants, embodying the structure of civilization itself.

The Canaanites, who occupied the coastal lands and highlands west of the Jordan, inherited and reshaped this divine order. Their pantheon was headed by El, the father of gods and men, a figure of serene authority and distant majesty. His consort Asherah, often called the mother of all living, represented fertility, nourishment, and the continuity of life. Their children were the younger gods, led by Baal, the vigorous lord of storm and rain, whose battles against the powers of death symbolized the eternal struggle between life and decay. The myths discovered at Ugarit in the early twentieth century, written in a language akin to early Hebrew, reveal a strikingly sophisticated theology that predates the rise of Israel.

In these Ugaritic tablets, Baal’s defeat of Yam, the chaotic sea, echoes the Mesopotamian story of Marduk’s victory over Tiamat in the Enuma Elish. The motif of the storm god slaying the serpent of the sea was not unique to one culture but spread across the ancient world. It appears later in the Hebrew Bible when Yahweh defeats Leviathan, the twisting serpent, a victory that reaffirms divine sovereignty over chaos. This repetition across cultures suggests not plagiarism but inheritance, a shared symbolic language that expressed the same cosmic truth: order emerges through divine struggle, and the world survives by the victory of the sky god over the forces of the deep.

The mythology of the ancient Near East was intimately connected to the rhythms of nature. The cycle of rain and drought, fertility and famine, was interpreted through the drama of divine conflict. When Baal triumphed, the rains returned and the crops flourished; when he fell, the land withered and death reigned. These patterns shaped not only agricultural ritual but also moral imagination. The gods were not remote abstractions but living presences whose moods determined the fate of nations. The temple rituals, chants, and sacrifices were not acts of superstition but negotiations with the divine forces that sustained existence.

The transition from polytheism to monotheism in the Levant was neither sudden nor uniform. The Israelites emerged within this environment of overlapping deities, and their earliest traditions reflect the influence of their neighbors. Many scholars agree that the earliest form of Yahweh worship may have originated in the southern regions of Edom or Midian, among nomadic tribes whose devotion centered on a storm and warrior deity. When these tribes encountered the Canaanite pantheon, Yahweh absorbed many of the attributes of El, the high god. The result was a fusion of divine identities that gradually became the foundation of Israelite religion.

The very name Israel preserves this inheritance. The suffix “el” is the same title used for the Canaanite father god. Early inscriptions and poetic fragments in the Hebrew Bible retain traces of this older theology. In Deuteronomy thirty two, for example, the Most High divides the nations according to the number of the sons of God, assigning each people its patron deity, while Yahweh receives Israel as his portion. This passage, later altered by scribes who sought to suppress polytheistic implications, reflects an ancient worldview in which divine beings ruled nations under the authority of a supreme god. The memory of this council would later evolve into the concept of angels.

Archaeological discoveries from Israelite sites have confirmed that popular religion was far more pluralistic than official doctrine suggests. At Kuntillet Ajrud and Khirbet el Qom, inscriptions refer to “Yahweh and his Asherah,” implying that even in the ninth and eighth centuries before Christ, worshipers conceived of Yahweh as having a divine consort. Figurines of mother goddesses, bull idols, and household shrines reveal a living faith that blended official Yahwism with older Canaanite traditions. The prophets’ condemnation of these practices was therefore not a rejection of idolatry in the abstract but a campaign to redefine the very structure of divinity.

The divine council motif survives explicitly within the Hebrew Bible. Psalm eighty two describes God standing among the assembly of the gods, judging them for their injustice and declaring that though they are divine, they will die like mortals. This image is not a poetic flourish but a vestige of the older council of El and his sons. Similarly, in First Kings twenty two, the prophet Micaiah describes seeing Yahweh seated upon his throne surrounded by the host of heaven, who deliberate how to deceive King Ahab. Such visions reflect a time when the celestial world was imagined as a deliberative body, where divine beings participated in the governance of creation.

The gradual transformation of these divine beings into angels marks one of the most profound theological shifts in human history. Angels inherited the roles, hierarchies, and functions of the old gods but were redefined as servants rather than rivals of the Most High. This process of reinterpretation allowed the preservation of ancient cosmology within a new monotheistic framework. The divine council was not abolished but sanctified. The old gods were not destroyed; they were renamed and domesticated within the expanding universe of Yahweh’s rule.

The drive toward monotheism was inseparable from political centralization. As the kingdom of Israel and later Judah sought unity, theological unity became essential. A single god mirrored a single king, a single law, and a single identity. The priestly and prophetic reforms that culminated in the Deuteronomistic tradition were as much acts of statecraft as of faith. By denouncing Baal and Asherah, the prophets sought not only purity of worship but also the consolidation of social and moral authority under Yahweh alone. The old pantheons were recast as symbols of rebellion, and their myths rewritten as cautionary tales of divine disobedience.

In this light, the language of jealousy, vengeance, and exclusivity that characterizes the Hebrew deity can be understood as the expression of a theological revolution. Yahweh’s jealousy is the jealousy of a god who tolerates no rivals because he arises from a world full of them. Every commandment against idolatry is a boundary drawn against the memory of a shared divine past. Yet even as these boundaries were enforced, the old imagery endured. The cherubim who guarded Eden and the ark, the seraphim who encircled the throne in Isaiah’s vision, and the shining sons of God in Job all reflect the inheritance of an earlier celestial order.

To speak of forgotten thrones is therefore to speak of the continuity of divine symbolism beneath the surface of scripture. The Israelite religion that eventually became Judaism was not born ex nihilo. It was the product of centuries of negotiation between memory and revelation. Each god displaced by Yahweh left an imprint, each ritual absorbed into new meaning preserved a fragment of the old. The transformation of El into Yahweh, of Baal into adversary, of Asherah into forbidden image, reveals the layers of history embedded in the Bible itself. It is a palimpsest of belief, where the old text still faintly shows beneath the new.

The destruction of local shrines and idols, often attributed to divine command, can also be read as a record of religious reform. Archaeology shows that after the eighth century before Christ, centralization of worship in Jerusalem intensified. The high places, which had once been legitimate sites of sacrifice, were now condemned as abominations. Yet these places had been the sacred mountains of older gods. Their burning and desecration symbolized the triumph of the new order, but in collective memory they remained haunted spaces, reminders of a time when the divine had been manifold and near.

The transformation of divine imagery also extended to morality. In the older myths, gods were not necessarily good or evil; they embodied aspects of nature and existence, from fertility to war, from chaos to wisdom. In the monotheistic worldview, however, morality became absolute. Those deities who represented passions, freedom, or the untamed forces of life were recast as adversaries of divine will. The moral polarization between light and darkness that defines later theology originated in this process of theological conquest. The gods who once taught humankind the arts of survival became the tempters who led them astray.

By the time the Old Testament reached its final form, most readers no longer recognized the traces of the old pantheon within its language. Yet they remain. When Isaiah describes Yahweh riding upon the clouds, it echoes the epithet of Baal, the Rider of the Clouds. When the psalmist calls the Lord mighty in battle, it recalls the warrior god of the storm. These continuities do not diminish revelation; they enrich it, showing how spiritual truth adapts and endures
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