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			The Beatles

			Key information

			
					Members:	John Lennon (born 9 October 1940 in Liverpool, died 8 December 1980 in New York).

	George Harrison (born 25 February 1943 in Liverpool, died 29 November 2001 in Los Angeles).

	Paul McCartney (born 18 June 1942 in Liverpool).

	Ringo Starr (born 7 July 1940 in Liverpool).




					Main achievements: the Beatles were one of the greatest British pop rock groups of all time, and they have had a vast musical and cultural impact around the world. They are currently the bestselling group of all time, with an astonishing two billion albums sold worldwide.

			

			Introduction

			Nowadays, everyone has heard of the Beatles. From humble beginnings in Liverpool, the Fab Four rose to worldwide fame in the 1960s with hit songs including “Love Me Do” (1962), “From Me to You” (1963) and “All You Need Is Love” (1967). Their music came to define the decade, and their popularity shows no signs of fading even today.

			The Beatles both reflected and helped drive the major social and cultural upheavals that were taking place around them. They were one of the first British acts to break America, wrote over 200 songs and remain the bestselling group of all time, with over two billion albums sold. They also pioneered new sounds in rock and new studio recording techniques. For example, they were the first musicians to hold concerts in stadiums and to feature reverse tape effects on their songs.

			However, some other facts about the Beatles are far less well-known. For example, they did not always go by that name, they invented the concept of hidden tracks, and their influence stretched far beyond just the decade they were active and the music industry. In this guide, you will learn all this and more as we take you on a whirlwind tour of the 1960s and give you an insight into the group who changed the music industry forever.

		


		
			Biography
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			The Beatles at New York’s John F. Kennedy International Airport, 7 February 1964. 

			Early years, first meeting and musical debut (1950s-1961)

			John Lennon, George Harrison, Paul McCartney and Richard Starkey (better known as Ringo Starr) were all born and grew up in working-class families in Liverpool. George and Paul attended the same school, the Liverpool Institute, and became friends in their early teens. John, who was a couple of years older and went to a different school, did not meet them until the mid-1950s. Ringo left school between 1954 and 1955 and took on a series of odd jobs. At this stage, he had not yet met his future bandmates.

			McCartney and Harrison met Lennon and joined the Quarrymen, his group at that time, in 1957 and 1958 respectively. Lennon was the group’s lead vocalist, and also played guitar. The group’s lineup gradually changed, and by 1960 only Lennon, McCartney (second guitar and vocals) and Harrison (lead guitar) were left. They were soon joined by Pete Best (British drummer, born in 1941) on drums and Stuart Sutcliffe (British musician and painter, 1940-1962) on bass. The group played a few local gigs in Liverpool and the surrounding towns, before being invited to play in clubs in Hamburg.

			In Hamburg, the group experienced the city’s nightlife and lived in poor conditions, but also learnt a lot, honed their skills and became friends with Ringo Starr, the drummer of Rory Storm and the Hurricanes, another British group playing there.

			
				
					The meaning of the group’s name

					Between 1958 and 1960, the group performed under several names, including Johnny and the Moondogs, the Rainbows, the Beetles, the Silver Beetles, Long John and the Silver Beatles, and the Silver Beats. It was not until the summer of 1960 that they settled on the Beatles, which combined the “beetles” of some of their previous names and the beat of rock music.

				

			

			Success and Beatlemania (1962-1965)

			By 1962, the group’s members were Lennon (vocals and guitar), Harrison (lead guitar), McCartney (bass) and Starr (drums). Sutcliffe had decided to focus on art, his main passion, in 1961, while Best was dropped in favour of Starr in August 1962. With this lineup, the group released their first successful single, “Love Me Do”.

			The Beatles followed the advice of their new manager, Brian Epstein (1934-1967), and adopted a new look. Previously, they had donned pointed boots, jeans and leather jackets and worn their hair in Elvis Presley-style quiffs, but now they got bowl cuts and began wearing suits and ties.

			The group’s second single, “Please Please Me” (1963), topped the charts in Britain and gave them the chance to record their first album with the same name in February 1963.

			This was followed by a string of hits, including “From Me to You”, “I Want to Hold Your Hand” (1963) and “She Loves You” (1963), which made the group famous nationwide. In early 1964, they toured in the USA and met with great success. This marked the beginning of Beatlemania, as enthusiasts swarmed record stores to get their hands on the latest Beatles singles, teenage girls’ screams drowned out the music at their concerts and some fans even fainted in their presence. From this point until 1967, all the group’s singles and albums topped the charts, and they toured, produced albums and shot films and shows at a frenzied pace.
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			Vinyl of Introducing… The Beatles (1964), the first Beatles album released in the USA.

			Return to the studio and split (1966-1970)

			By 1966, the Beatles were exhausted by the hysteria surrounding them, and decided to stop touring to focus on recording new music.

			
				
					A record-breaking group

					The group’s concert at New York’s Shea Stadium on 15 August 1965 drew a crowd of between 55 000 and 60 000 people, the largest audience ever for a music performance at that time. It was also the first time in the history of pop music that a group had played in a stadium.

				

			

			The group began experimenting with increasingly innovative songs, deeper lyrics and more complex compositions. This period saw the release of iconic albums such as Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band (1967) and Abbey Road (1969), which became landmarks in rock music.

			
				
					The Beatles and television

					In 1967, “All You Need Is Love”, one of the Beatles’ most famous singles, was released. On 25 June of that year, the group played it live on Our World, the first international satellite television programme. An estimated 350 million people tuned in to watch the performance live.

				

			

			However, by 1968 tensions had appeared within the group. Lennon had a new girlfriend, the Japanese artist Yoko Ono (born in 1933), and kept bringing her with him to the studio, to the chagrin of his bandmates.
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			John Lennon and Yoko Ono in Amsterdam, March 1969.

			Moreover, all four bandmates seemed less and less happy to be part of the group. Indeed, Ringo Starr left the band for a few weeks before coming back in late 1968, and George Harrison did the same in early 1969. Then, after the recording of Abbey Road, Lennon announced that he was leaving the group.

			The Beatles officially separated in 1970 and never got back together. Lennon was shot dead in 1980, while Harrison died of cancer in 2001. McCartney and Starr are both still alive, and have remained active in the music industry.

		


		
			Political, social and economic context

			The Beatles will always be closely associated with the 1960s: they got their first music contract in Hamburg and settled on their band name in 1960; they released their first album, Please Please Me, in 1963; and their last album, Let It Be, came out in 1970, which was also the year that the group split up. They were a product of their time, and both reflected and inspired the fashions of the decade.

			From the bowl cuts they sported at the start of their career to the psychedelia of the late 1960s, the Beatles played a vital role in promoting a particular lifestyle and outlook around the world, and these later became inextricably tied to the 1960s in the popular imagination.

			The advent of the consumer society

			The period from 1946 to 1973 was a time of unprecedented growth in developed countries, and saw the development of the global economy and the beginnings of globalisation. This growth went hand in hand with the rise of mass consumption. Purchasing power tripled in developed countries, and households spent more and more on education, cars and leisure activities.

			The numerous scientific advances of this time also influenced the emerging mass culture. For example, television broadcast major international events into people’s living rooms, and virtually every household now had access to a radio set. The new technological possibilities and consumer society of the 1960s allowed the Beatles to reach more people than ever before and win over millions of new fans.

			Sex, drugs, rock ‘n’ roll and protests

			In the 1960s, the Vietnam War (1954-1975) was at its height, and the first protests against the conflict began to take place in the USA. These protests took the form of demonstrations, general strikes or vast popular gatherings. At the Woodstock Festival in 1969, which attracted an unprecedented number of attendees and came to symbolise hippie culture, artists including Jimi Hendrix (American musician and singer, 1942-1970) made their opposition to the war clear. The Beatles, and John Lennon in particular, joined the anti-Vietnam War movement at the end of the decade.

			Other protest movements at this time took aim at consumerism, which was decried as a way of imposing conformism and stifling individuality.

			These various protest groups eventually gave rise to a counter-culture, and in the late 1960s the hippie movement appeared in the USA, before spreading to Europe. The early members of the movement, who were generally young people from affluent backgrounds, rejected social conventions, eschewed violence and advocated a return to nature and sexual liberation.

			Hippies embraced so-called flower power, and tended to join together in communities bound by shared interests: musicians such as Bob Dylan (American songwriter, composer and singer, born in 1941) and Pink Floyd (British rock group, formed in 1965), hallucinogenic drugs and Eastern religion and philosophy. Consequently, Buddhism, yoga, meditation and mantras (sacred words or phrases repeated at a particular rhythm) came into fashion.

			The Beatles also dabbled in this subculture, and their 1967 album Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band is often considered an ode to the hippie movement. In early 1968, they travelled to India, where they immersed themselves in meditation. Harrison was the band member who was most influenced by Eastern philosophy and music.

			Alongside these lifestyle philosophies, the mid-1960s onwards saw the development of another counter-culture movement: psychedelia. The adjective “psychedelic” is formed of “psyche” and the Greek delos, meaning “visible”; in other words, psychedelia makes the psyche visible. Enthusiasts wanted to alter their mental state, and sought to do this by taking hallucinogenic substances which heightened the individual’s sensations and could trigger hallucinations. Taking these drugs allegedly helped users to travel within themselves and open their minds to deeper awareness.

			The Beatles, particularly Lennon and Harrison, were frequent LSD users, as they believed that the drug would allow them to explore their inner selves. The band’s drug use had a clear influence on the sound and lyrics of a number of their songs, particularly those produced between 1965 and 1967.

			A decade of upheaval

			The 1960s, particularly the second half of the decade, was a period of artistic, cultural, scientific, technological, economic, sexual and moral revolution.

			The decade was dominated by the musical tastes, clothing preferences and language of the young generation born during or just after the Second World War. The generational divide was thrown into even sharper relief with the emergence of the hippie movement. Young people wanted nothing to do with the values and mores of their parents’ generation, particularly in terms of spirituality and sexuality, and tried instead to build a new world based on peace, love and a sense of community.

			The Beatles were part of this generation and embodied its aspirations perfectly. As well as representing the values of their time, they also exerted an undeniable influence on the society and culture around them, and in most people’s minds they are now inextricably linked to the 1960s.

		


		
			Highlights

			Formative years in Liverpool and Hamburg

			When the 15-year-old Paul McCartney met the 17-year-old John Lennon at a village fête in Woolton, on the outskirts of Liverpool, on 6 July 1957, there was no way he could have imagined that they would go on to write over 200 songs together and become two of the biggest celebrities on the planet. Likewise, George Harrison, who joined the band at the age of just 14 after auditioning for Lennon in an empty double-decker bus, must have had no idea of the fame and success that awaited them.

			However, the early days of their career were not all plain sailing. Although getting rich was never their goal, they wanted to be able to make a living from their music, but they earned practically nothing from their early gigs in Liverpool clubs such as the Jacaranda and the Cavern Club.

			In August 1960, the group (which at that time comprised Lennon, McCartney, Harrison, Sutcliffe and Best) were offered their first real contract by the talent manager Allan Williams (1930-2016), the owner of one of the Liverpool clubs where they had played. This first “tour”, which took them to the German city of Hamburg, saw them living in relatively difficult conditions. They often played from early evening to the small hours of the morning in clubs frequented by prostitutes, drunken sailors and aggressive military men, and lived in shabby accommodation. Indeed, sometimes they did not even have washing facilities, so they had to wash themselves in club toilets.

			However, the Fab Four had only good

			
				
					
					
				

			

			Epstein, Martin and “Love Me Do”

			
			
			
			
			
				
					
					
				

			

			Breaking America

			
			
			
			Worldwide success

			
			
			
			The end of touring, drugs and awards

			
			
			
				
					
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
					
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
			The first concept album in rock history?

			
			
			
					The group tried to link songs together musically, with the end of one continuing seamlessly into the beginning of another.

					The entire album is based around the concept of another band, the eponymous Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, which plays an entire set over the course of the album. This makes the album as a whole very coherent: the opening track introduces the band (“We're Sergeant Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band/We hope you have enjoyed the show/Sergeant Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band/We're sorry but it's time to go”), while the penultimate track is a reprise of the first, but played faster and with a different tonality.

					The album sleeve was totally original: it could be opened up to reveal a plate with accessories that could be cut out and a transcription of the song lyrics.

			

			A difficult period in 1967

			
			
				
					
					
					
					
				

			

			
			
			India, “The White Album” and the first disagreements

			
			
			
			
			
			Abbey Road: the curtain call
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