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      My brain loves to play.

      With words.

      With ideas.

      With formatting. Especially with formatting.

      And while some of these stories are more conventional prose, others are hybrid fiction, and three are screenplays.

      Screenplay purists, please accept my apologies. I have done my best to strike a balance of convention, visual impact and readability.

      
        
        Anthea
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            HORROR AND ROMCOM SITTING IN A TREE

          

          A SHORT SCREENPLAY

        

      

    

    
      EXT. THE LAND OF STORY

      
        
        In this buzzing metropolis a thousand movie sets sit by side as if dropped into place.

      

      

      
        
        Fairy-tale castles neighbor archeological digs, futuristic laboratories, decaying cemeteries, Regency gardens, rave parties and sports stadiums.

      

      

      
        
        All your dreams in one place.

      

      

      
        
        And because no one walks in dreams... the air is THICK with personal QUADCOPTERS.

      

      

      
        
        Everyone flies like the crow - straight at their destination.

      

      

      
        
        It’s CHAOS.

      

      

      
        
        A slightly dinged-up quadcopter with glowing fuzzy pink trim struggles to maintain altitude.

      

      

      
        
        Several quadcopters zip past, rocking the stricken machine.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM (voiceover)

      

      
        Pump the throttle, they said... it’ll be fine, they said...

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        CLOSE ON the pink copter as it heads for the roof atop a phallic glass building right in the center of town.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM (mimicking)

      

      
        No one ever died from jury duty, Ruby.

      

      
        Romcom needs your voice, Ruby.

      

      
        Be a good sport, Ruby-

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        The copter sputters - stalls - drops -

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM

      

      
        Dammit! Come on.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        The engine fires - the copter lifts - it’s just meters from the roof of the tower - it sputters - spits smoke - cuts out.

      

      

      
        
        Time and the quadcopter hang–

        –till it clatters onto the roof with centimeters to spare.

      

      

      
        
        Bounces a couple times.

      

      

      
        
        Momentum carries it forward towards the only remaining parking spot. It’s perfectly lined up. Until-

      

      

      
        
        A black metal copter descends directly over the parking space. Its landing skids are crafted from bone, perhaps femurs, and the blades fling blood across the roof.

      

      

      
        
        The headlights and grill create a menacing glare.

        The pink copter drifts towards the parking spot.

        The black copter descends.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM

      

      
        Brake... brake... brake... shit!

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        CRUNCH.

        The pink copter rear-ends the black copter.

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      EXT. COURTHOUSE - ROOFTOP

      
        
        Thick smoke billows, limiting visibility.

      

      

      
        
        The pink copter door screeches open and a woman in her 30s eases from the crumpled frame. RUBY ROMCOM is right at the start of her story arc, she has PLANS, she’s on a DEADLINE, and her suit radiates POWER. Of course, her hair is in a bun.

      

      

      
        
        She kicks the door shut with a no-nonsense heel, then glares at the barely damaged black copter and coughs.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM

      

      
        That was my parking spot.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        No answer.

      

      

      
        
        She stalks through the gloom and swats the black copter with her designer laptop bag.

      

      

      
        
        No answer.

      

      

      
        
        She wrenches the door open, peers inside...

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        HUNTER HORROR (voiceover)

      

      
        Boo.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        Ruby startles and bangs her head inside the copter.

      

      

      
        
        HUNTER HORROR (30s) emerges from the shadows, somehow already out of his copter. Smoke swirls around him, clinging to his black leathers. It parts to reveal he is wearing a ‘Scream’ mask.

      

      

      
        
        He reclines against another copter, and folds his arms. He’s got all the time in the world.

      

      

      
        
        Ruby marches up to him.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM

      

      
        Oh, look at the big scary creep. That wasn’t funny, and stealing my parking spot wasn’t funny either.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        Hunter shrugs.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM

      

      
        You insufferable black-hearted death-obsessed soul-sucking-

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        Hunter holds up one hand but she’s on a roll.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM

      

      
        I will not be shushed by someone wearing a ‘Scream’ mask, you juvenile little, little-

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        HUNTER HORROR

      

      
        So many pretty words. If I didn’t know better I’d say you were trying to turn this into a meet-cute.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        Ruby growls and clocks him with her laptop bag.

      

      

      
        
        Or tries.

      

      

      
        
        He blows her a kiss, steps aside and disappears into the smoke.

      

      

      
        
        She loses her grip on her bag and it flies off the roof.

      

      

      
        
        She stalks over and looks down in time to see––

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      EXT. JUNGLE

      
        
        ––her bag flying towards a steamy patch of greenery.

      

      

      
        
        An enormous Venus flytrap slithers above the canopy.

      

      

      
        
        It gulps her bag, burps and spits out a pen.

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      EXT. ROOFTOP

      
        
        Ruby’s alone. She trudges towards a door marked ‘COURTHOUSE’.

      

      

      
        
        A few strands of hair have escaped her immaculate bun.

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      INT. ELEVATOR

      
        
        Ruby examines her hair in the reflection.

        She pokes at it. Makes it worse.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM

      

      
        Insufferable jerk.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        She gives up on her hair and pulls a POWER POSE, legs apart and hands on hips. She closes her eyes and breathes.

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      INT. LOBBY

      
        
        It’s just as chaotic as the quadcopter-filled sky.

      

      

      
        
        Characters of all shapes and sizes zip back and forth. Computer geeks with embedded screens and lasers for eyes bump shoulders with buff action heroes. Ghosts pass straight through dwarves and goblins and elves.

      

      

      
        
        Guards armed with tasers dot the room.

      

      

      
        
        A bank of elevators lines one wall.

      

      

      
        
        DING.

      

      

      
        
        The doors open to reveal Ruby, deep breathing in power pose.

      

      

      
        
        RUBY’S POV. OVER BLACK.

        SOUND CUE: DEEP BREATHING

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM (voiceover)

      

      
        1... 2... 3... 4...

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        GUARD (voiceover)

      

      
        Out ya get. No time for breathing.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        Ruby’s view jumps as her eyes flicker open.

      

      

      
        
        She takes in the seething lobby. The armed guard peering right in her face. She backs up.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        GUARD

      

      
        First time for jury duty, love?

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        RETURN TO SCENE.

      

      

      
        
        Ruby nods.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        GUARD

      

      
        Follow the stickers.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        He points out bright ‘J’ stickers on the floor.

        She nods her thanks and sets off, head down.

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      INT. HALLWAY

      
        
        Ruby diligently follows the Js, head still down.

      

      

      
        
        It’s not as busy here. In fact, she’s all alone.

      

      

      
        
        SWISH.

      

      

      
        
        She glances up. Sees nothing. Frowns.

      

      

      
        
        SWISH.

      

      

      
        
        A swatch of black fabric snakes across the floor.

      

      

      
        
        She blinks. It’s gone.

      

      

      
        
        SWISH.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM

      

      
        Not funny, freak!

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        SWISH.

      

      

      
        
        A flash of black silk at the end of the hall.

      

      

      
        
        She runs to pounce on it, fixated––

      

      

      
        
        A ghost DISSOLVES out of the wall right in front of her.

      

      

      
        
        Ruby screams and drops to her knees, covers her eyes.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        HUNTER HORROR (voiceover)

      

      
        Hey, are you okay?

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        Suddenly, Hunter is there, helping her up, still in his ‘Scream’ mask. Ruby stands and jerks away from him.

      

      

      
        
        The GHOST (young boy, 10) hovers next to them.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        GHOST BOY

      

      
        Sorry to scare you. Just letting you know you missed the turn.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        He points to the Js, leading away from her.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM

      

      
        You don’t look that sorry.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        The boy shrugs, grins cheekily, melts back into the wall.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        HUNTER HORROR

      

      
        So, Romcom, you here for jury duty?

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        He offers his elbow. She declines.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM

      

      
        My name’s Ruby.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        HUNTER HORROR

      

      
        I’m Hunter Horror.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        She looks at his ‘Scream’ mask, raises her eyebrows.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM

      

      
        Seriously, could you lean any further into your own trope? As if I’m buying that name. I’ll have you know that romcom protagonists have a 20% higher IQ than the general population.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        HUNTER HORROR

      

      
        Is that so?

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM

      

      
        As contrasted with horror protagonists. I mean, those guys really need to learn to apply a thinking loop. Who enters a haunted house? Alone? They are clearly missing brain matter.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        Hunter whips off his mask and bares fangs at her.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        HUNTER HORROR

      

      
        Maybe someone ATE their brains.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        He licks his lips suggestively.

      

      

      
        
        Ruby shuts up, but leaves her jaw hanging.

      

      

      
        
        He is smoking hot. Smouldering coal-black eyes sparkle with intelligence, plump pink lips twitch with merriment.

      

      

      
        
        Ruby is stupefied. She just stares. Locks eyes.

      

      

      
        
        Hunter smirks.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        HUNTER HORROR

      

      
        Maybe we can consider this our meet cute? I don’t think either of us was at our best on the rooftop.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        She finally comes to her senses.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM

      

      
        Hard no on the meet-cute.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        HUNTER HORROR

      

      
        The fangs retract, you know.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        He slips them away and grins. It’s dazzling.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM

      

      
        As if your name’s ‘Hunter’.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        His smile dims.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        HUNTER HORROR

      

      
        It’s a family name.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        Ruby raises a disbelieving eyebrow.

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        RUBY ROMCOM

      

      
        I can find my own way from here. Seriously, you’re not my type. I bet you’ve never owned a bookstore in your life?

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        
      

      
        
      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        
      

      
        
      

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        
      

      
        
      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
      

      

      
        
        
      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        
      

      
        
      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        
      

      
        
      

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        
      

      INT. JURY DUTY DESK
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      INT. JURORS CALL ROOM
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